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Letter fron Nevis dated 3rd February, 1661 
addressed ' For J'.iy Lo( ving)e Friend Hr. 
Richard Southwell in Fanchurch Street 
neare billite lane end in Lond no by a 
friend whom God preserve '. Carried 
privately and handed into the post on 
aari val in England where it was charged 
3d . Shows the London Bishop mark of 
'AP/24 ' 1661. The eqrliest recorded date 
being 19th April , 1661 in the British 
Record Office . 



St . Christopher was first colonized by Captain 
Thomas Warner who landed there on 21st January, 
1624 with a small party of settlers . This 
early letter addressed to St . Christopher from 
Amsterdam dated 2nd October, 1669 endorsed on 
front ' Pr Pieter Bartholomews ' . The Dutch, 
Swedes and English signed the Triple Alliance 
against France in 1668 but in 1670 Charles II 
deserted the Dutch . The French overrunning 
the country in 1671 
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Letter dated 15th April, 1716 from John 
Mackuire at St. Kitts concerning shipments 
of sugar addressed to John Brown l'i:erchant 
in Liverpool, carried privately. 
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Letter dated 14th September, 1753 from Harry Smith 
at St. Kitts addressed to William Sharpe one of the 
Clerks of His Majesties Council, .'hi tehall. Arrived 
London on 7th November, 1753. Charged 7d made up 
of 1d . Captains Gratuity plus double inland letter 
rate of 6d . (1711-1765) . George II was on the 
throne 1714- 1760. \lrite1: mentions t at all the 
Gentlemen of the island eat off China or white 
stone ware ~"' c i n ... t a:fordshire and entirely 
a· - s e pewter. 
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My Lord 
Pensa.nee at St . Kitts 

27th March, 1762 

Tho ' I cannot date my letter from the Sterling Castle 
being at present a passenger with Captain :SOyed, yet I may 
venture to assure you I am Captain of her and shall be on 
board of her in a few days ; for the command of this ship 
I am indebted to Admiral Rodney and with me I hope your 
lordship will join in thanking him for it . 
Our attentions here at present (the French being no 
longer able to give us any trouble) seem to be entirely 
engrossed by the motions of the Spaniards, we are told 
Jamaica is in danger and that Sir Geo. Pocock with a large 
fleet of Men of War and Transports, the Land Forces to be 
commanded by the Ear1 of Albermarle are daily expected in 
these seas and will doubtless give so~ quick and severe 
blow to the Spaniards; Admiral Rodney with his Fleet is 
moving towards Jamaica, but whether he really intends to 
go to that Island is at present not known. It is said 
Sir Jeffery Amherst and General Monkton are to Join 
Lord Albermarle . 
Your Lordship will by this time be satisfyed by the 
several expresses from Rodney and Monkton of the cornoleat 
conquest of Martinique and the rest of the French Leeward 
Islands and I doubt not , but a very short time will make 
a considerable a.ddjtion thereto either by the conquest of 
Hispa.niola or Cuba. I am so hurried to save the first 
opportunity of writ'ng to your Lordship that I am 
obliged to conclude lest the Express should sail so 
suddenly as to be prevented writing by her . 
May God bless your Lordship, my best respects wait on 
Colonel Nun. Campbell . 
I am in great truth my Lord 

Your Lordships 
most obedient 

humb . Servant 
James Campbell 



St . T • ts to• '"'d i,..a via L'!nC"S .r. !:etter 
dated the 2~th : ust , 1'"'62 L' • ·t. 1.itts 
enCi>r ... ed ..in "rm~ ' · . ~at . r n v ·a ~ n·- ·tpr 
to the c re of 10"' • . 1 :J· ..n~ ~on ;sq. ,C . .. erch nt 
in :::.,on0.on ' r-c:drE'S 0 d t) •·.,d "ra. C,r, a!'riva:. it 
recci ved the s tr1i~h t line ' : C ..>T .... R' town 
handstanp and l::ir e ic.a I ) t 11 nd::.t mr on i':r.Jnt 
u ... ed :r)m 1762 unt~l 1791 t~:n beinb its first 
ye[.,_r of Uf'e . Thi s northern _ ort be in..; used 
nost l"'<'qu0ntly for ma · 1 ::"!.· the \lest :ndies 
du::.:.nc. ""'1e French 1ars . :?or\'r rJed pri v te:.y 
tc ::'.l t•,;.,ra whE>re it r:rived 20th Febr.l ... ry,-i763 
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Letter from St . Christopher dated 30th October, 
1767 addressed to Bri stol . Landed at Kinsale 
where the first type ' SHI~ ' was applied (this 
being the first Kinsale ship mark seen) used 
during 1767. The rate being made up 1d. 
Captains Gratuity, 4d . Kinsale to Dublin 
(over 40 miles), 2d. facket to Holyhead, 
4d . Holyhead to London (over 40 miles), Ad . 
London to Bristol (over 40 miles) making a 
final cnarge of 1 1N3 1 • 

Writer the Master of a slave ship compl ains 
that he coul d onl y sell his slaves for £25 
each, whe:z:eas i f he had been allowed to 
sail to Geor ·ia, he could have sold them 
for £40 each. 



Letter dated 22nd February, 1775 from 
St. Kitts to London via DEAL/SHIP LRE 
first type 1767- 1786. Arrived London 
on the 19th April , 1775. Endorsed 
' by the Douglas/Capt . Ashington ' . 

The ship ' MALY ' was a slaver. The writer 
mentions : ' The MALY sailed from St. Croix 
on the 5th instant after being 4 days 
wind bound, and as Captain Smith was much 
recovered and all well on board we hope 
he will have a good passage to the Coast ' 
She was loaded with extra strong rum with 
which to barter for s laves . The coast 
being the West African coast . 

• 



Jamaica Coffee House London,No . 12 St . Michael ' s 
Alley, Cornhill , London, established about 1674 
used mainly by people engaged ·~ he West 
Indies tra e . \!rapper from St . itts dated 
31st July, 1775 arrived London on the 7th 
September, 1775 being carried by private ship 
' The Douglas/Capt. Frank'. Shows the fourth 
type ' PC"""'"' ·~·UTH/SHIP-LRE ' used 177 5 until 1790 
Charged 7d . on arrival , made up of 1d. Captains 
Gratuity ~lus 6d . double letter charge 72 miles 
to London in oper~Lion from 1711 until 1784. 
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Letter dated 13th July, 1793 from Basseterre 
addresced to Newbury Por -c in the lI . S. A. 
Endorsed ' Fd . by Capt . Gordon of the Brig of 
rew York '. ' N.YO.dK AuG. 2 ' of the .,tatchood 
period bein~ used (1788- 1797) applied on 
arrival . Charged 24c . in red on front made 
up of 4c . private ship letter charge plus 
20c . double letter rate 6C- 120 miles in 
operation from 1st June , 1792 for carI:ying 
letter from New York to Newbury Port . Writer 
mentions : ' Great numbers of Americans have 
arrived there lately some with cash and some 
with cargoes ' • 
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'On His Majestys' Service' letter dated the 
1st February, 1806 from Commander Nathaniel 
Day Cochrane on board the 16 gun sloop 
KINGFISHE { off St. Kitts to Sir John Thos. 
Duckworth Bt. Vice .d:niral of the \lhite. 
Letter reads: ~closed you receive a copy 
of the infor::nation : received at Tortola 
on Wednesday night concerning the French 
Fleet in consiquence thereof I arrived off 
St. Johns Antigua yesterday afternoon but 
not finding you there I proceeded to this 
place with the intelligence. 
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Sir John Duckworth was watering and refitting 
his fleet for the passage home when he received 
the intelligence from Commander Cochrane. The 
fleet sailed catching the French Fleet under 
the command of Rear Admiral Leissegues off 
Santo Domingo on 6th February, 1806. After a 
battle comcenci!)£;" at 1010a. m. and lasting under 
two hours the French had lost two ships driven 
ashore and the other three had surrendered. 
Comman er Cochra....-ie of the Kingfisher carried 
home the despatches of the victory and was 
promoted to post captain. 



Letter from Lt. C. Harrson of the marines on board 
H.M. S. Ethalion at St . Kitts dated 1st February, 
1807 sent via Jm tigua on the 9th February, 1807 
wher e it received the two line handstamp in use 
from 1799 unt:l 1809 before being forwarded to 
London where it arrived on 14th Jjril, 1607 . 
Charged 2/- this beine, L e Packet rate to London 
from 1805 until 1813. The frigate H. ?· . S. :::;r:'HALION 
was built in 1802, at the :Battle of Martinique in 
1809 and went out of service in 1872. 

. .. -·-
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The British had taken possession of Curacao 
on 1 s t January , 1807. Writer mentions:
Have you heard anything about the American 
East Indiaman condemned to us last December 
twelvemonth, we do not expect the owners 
will prosecute the appeal as the fact that 
condemned her was so glaring that they can 
have no chance . If they do not I suppose 
the money must be payable it is lodged in 
the hands of Ely Cook & Brown agents for 
the ETHALION in London. The American ship 
condemned at Antigua in July last I suppose 
is appealed for but as she was laden with 
Naval Stores for the French Fleet I should 
suppose will not be prosecuted. 



On 7th December, 1745 a Post Office ~o~ice 
stated that packets would sail monthly 
from E1almouth to St . Kitts at a charge of 
1/6d. a single letter. E'our vessels were 
purchased with a further two being added 
to the fleet in 1765. Each being expected 
to do two round tri ps er year. The 
commanders being paid £78 per year. 

The first handstamp to be used in St . Kitts 
was the 1ST . CHRiv/TOPliERS ' two line in black 
used from 1745 on a cover dated 3Cth October 
1746 from the Customs House , London to Sandy 
Point . Bishop mark of DE/27 on reverse. 
Charged 'P1 N 6 1 in red on front this being 
t.1e rate from London to St .Kitts from the 
1st June , 1711 until 1765. 

. . 



On )th May , 1779 the first Postmaster , ladham trode , 
was appointed by the G. P.O. London. At the same 
time the Post Office at Basseterre was placed under 
the G. P. O. and the first handstamp was applied to 
out going mail . The first type ' ST*KITT~' straight 
line (35mm.by 4mm . ) used during 1779 on a letter 
dated 28th Bay , 1779 from Wm. Manning in London. 
concerning a shipment of wine to Wm. Byam at St .Kitts 
addressed to Madeira. Sent to St. Kitts in error and 
charged ' in all 1/)d . ' . Arrived back at London via 
' FALMOUTH/.HIP- LRE ' on 2Ath November,1 779 and reached 
Madeira on the 19th January, 1780 . 



1 ST*KITTS 11 first type straight line (35 x 4~-mm) 
used from 1779 until 1780 on a letter written at 
Antigua on 16th November, 1779 from Hichard 
Oliver, manager of the Codrington estates from 
1781 sent via St. Kitts where it received the 
straight line St. Kitts before being forwarded 
to .:>ir Wm . Codrington at Dodington Park. Arrived 
London on 21st January,1780 the rate being 
altered from 1/- to an ' In all 1/4' rate made up 
of 1/0d.Packet letter plus 4d. London to 
Dodington over 80 miles (1711-1784). 

S'f * K 1 ·1·T.s' 

Writer mentions: honsieur D'Estaing is not in 
these seas but report says that he may be soon 
expected-at present there is a land force 
deemed sufficient for protectini here and our 
naval power is still very considerable under 
Admiral Parker who is now at Barbados and who 
has sent into that island and to this, seven 
transnorts bound to Count D' Estaing at Dom·ngo 
England and France were at war from t':e 6th 
February,1778 u.~til ~eace of Versailles on 
20th January , 1783. 



.. 

'ST*KITTS'' first type straight line (35 x 4~rcm) 
showing part of frame used from 1779 until 1780 
on a letter written at 'i1obago on 31st March, 1780 
from Thos.Parsons addressed to Charles Bell at 
Bristol . Sent via St. Kitts where it received 
the straight line handstamp before being 
forwarded by private ship. Landed at Dover 
where it received the two line ' DOVER/SHIP LRE' 
first type used 1765-1786. 11.1he charge of ' 7 ' 
being amended to an ' In all 8 1 rate made up of 
Id . Captains Gratuity plus 3d. :Dover to London 
unaer 80 miles 1711- 1784 and 4d . London to 
Bristol over 80 miles 1711- 1784 . 
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.aigland and France were at war from 1778 until 
1783. Tobago being captured by the French 
uncier .Je Grasse in :rv:ay, 1781 , retaken by the 
English on 14th April, 1793. 



129] 

The morning of January 25th 1782, 
during the battle of St . Kitts 
between the British and French fleets . 
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' ST- *KITTS*' second type straight line (38x5mm. ) 
used in red during 1784 on a letter dated the 
12th ?.arch, 1784 from Antigua sent via St . Kitts 
to England where it arrived on 22nd APril, 1784. 
The island had surrendered to the French on 
13th February, 1782 but was restored to England 
in 1783 a~ the Treaty of Versailles 
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'St'KITTS ' third type straight'line (28mn.by 5mm.) 
used during 1785 on a letter dated 7th September, 
1785 from St. Ki ts to Glasgow via London on the 
18th October, 1785 and Edinburgh on 22nd October, 
1785. Endorsed 'P.Packet/ ~ .D.C.' ( uam Deus 
Conservet) Which God Preserve. 



' St 'KITTS' fourth type straight line (31mm.by 5mm . ) 
used from 1786 until 1789 on a letter dated the 11th 
August, 1789 from Ja~es Frazer at s~ . Kitts addressed 
to Inverness. Charbed at first 1/- this being the 
packet rate to London in operation from 1st June,176S 
until 5th January, 1797 . qeceived the London date
stamp of 11th Septelber, 1789 in black . Received the 
red ~dinburgh mark of 20vh September, 1789 and the 
rate altered to 1/7d. to cover the inland rate from 
London to Edinburgh. 
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Writer mentions: ' your son as been so much hur ried 
with business to 1'1indward , I mean at Grenada and 
St. Vincent , and nearer on his last trip fr m 
Demeraray, but returned immedi~tely again with 
another cargo of Negroes '. 
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'St KITT's' fifth type straight line (30mm.by 5mm.) 
shouing small final 's' known used during 1791 on a 
letter dated 30th December, 1790 from Richard 
MacNamara at Montserrat sent via St. Kitts where it 
received the straight l~ne St. Kitts before being 
forwarded to London where it ar~ived on 25th April, 
1791. Charged 1/- this being the packet rate to 
London from 1st June , 1765 until 5th January, 1797. 
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' St.Kitts ' sixth type straight line (21mm. by 5mm.) 
used during 1792 on a letter d ted 31st October,1792 
from James Frazer at St . Kitts addressed to his 
uncle ¥.iajor Frazer of Ballacrum, Inverness, arrived 
London on 13th December, 1792. The 1/- packet rate 
to London being cancelled and a 2/- double packet 
rate inserted , on arrival at Edinburgh it was 
charged 3/2 to include the 1/2d to Edinburgh, on the 
reverse it is endorsed ' Paid by H.C . 4/2d ' this 
includes the 1/- postage Edinburgh to Inverness . 

Et.L iu:s 

Writer mentions: 'Geo. Baillie at St. Vincents 
tells me he expects Captain James Frazer from 
the coast of Africa before Christmas '. 

.. 
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Duplicate letter dated 18th May, 1795 from 
Jedidiah Kerie at St. Kitts addressed to 
Mrs . Parnel Seaton in London where it arrived 
on 17th July, 1795. Endorsed on front 
' P. Capt. Sargant ' and landed at Weymouth where 
it received the first type 'WEYMOUTH/SHIP LRE' 
used 1770-1797. Charged 11d. on arrival made 
up of 1d. Captains Gratuity plus 10d. double 
letter rate in operation from 1784- 1796 for a 
letter carri ed over 80 miles . 

Writer mentions : ' the short space of t ·me the ships 
of this convoy have had to take in their load will 
occasion one half of the sugars made in the parishes 
of Deep Bay and Sandy Point to be left behind '. 

" ... 



1ST.KI'PI'S 1 seventh type straight line (29mm .by 5 mm.) 
used from 1796 on a: ~ter dated 7th July,1796 from 
Jedidiah Kerie at St . Kitts enclosing a copy of a letter 
sent on the 25th June,1796 which went by the Fleet which 
sailed on the 3rd July, 1796, this letter arrived London 
on the 13th December , 1796 where it was re- addressed to 
Che2tenharn. Charged 2/- this being a double packet rate 
to London in operation from 1st June, 1765 until the 5th 
January, 1797. Carried on the 'PRI...1CESS :S'LIZABETH • 
Packet which had left St . Kitts on 9th July, 1796 and 
a rived Falmouth on the 10th August,1796. 

The PRINCESS ELIZABETH packet entered service on 
the 2)th July , 179? under the command of William 
lioberts , she was captured by the French Privateer 
'ACTIF' on 28th February, 1797 having left Jamaica 
on the 13th January, 1797. Fiansomed and put back 
into service. She remained in service until sold 
out in 1818. Then in 1823 was used as a temporary 
packet under Commander Sleeman. 



-
' St . l Il'TS .' eighth type straight line (33mr:i . by 7mm. ) 
used from 1794 until 1797 on a letter dated the 
28th October, 1796 from St . Xitts addr ssed to London 
where it arrived on 16th January, 1797. Carried on 
the December packet C>IESTZRFIEL..J no packet being 
available during liovember for the return voyage . 
Original charge of 1/- being amended to 1/8d. which 
had come into operation f r om the 5th January, 1797 • 
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'St.KITTS.' eighth type straight line (33mm. by ?mm. ) 
used from 1794 until 1797 on a letter dated L,.th Ma.r, 
1797 from St. Vincent sent via St. Kitts to Ireland 
via London on 13th August, 1797. Charged a final 
rate of 5/-. Writer mentions: ' The SWALLml packet 
that was captured by the enemy and afterwards 
re t aken is to sail from St . Kitts the 7th inst. and 
the Fleet are expecting to be there before that -
first and second of each goes by the Fleet in 
different vessels, with directions to the Captain 
permitting the Packet is sailed for he arrives to 
leave this letter with a Gentleman there to be 
forwarded by the next Packet . ' 

It missed the SWALLOW and was carried on the 
PORTLAND packet which left Tortola on the 
4th July, 1797 and arrived Falmouth on the 
12th Aueust, ·1797 . 1.1.'he PORTLAND was 
commissioned in 1783. On 17th October, 1796 
while becalmed off Guadeloupe she was 
a"ttacked by a French privateer. The PO~~TLAND 
crew of 31 forced the French to haul down 
their colours after 41 of their crew of 61 
had been killed . The PORTLAliID carried on 
the 1,1est Indies route until captured by the 
French in J .nuary, 1798. 



1St.KIT111S. 1 eighth type strai0ht line (33mm. by 7mm. ) 
used from 1794 until 1797 on a letter dated the 
19th July, 1797 from St . Kitts addressed to Edinburgh 
via London on 1st September, 1797 after a voyage of 
forty days. Endorsed ' P. Packet ' and car:t'ied by the 
CHESTERFIELD ..tacket which left Tortola on 27th July, 
1797 and arrived Falmouth on the 29th August, 1797. 
The CHESTERFIELD was one of the new packets 
commissioned in the 1790 ' s and was still in use in 
1815. She had been taken by the French in 1799 
but was re-purchased. 
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The writer mentions: ' it is mos t probable that 
you may have written frequently since that but 
we have been so uncommonly unfortunate in having 
many of the ~ackets taken.' ' This defection of 
our Fleet is certainly one of the most serious 
evils that has happened during the War , if the 
Navy fail us , the game is up.' 
The Navy mutinied at Ports:-,outh for the advance 
of wages in April , 1797 it subsided on 10th May 
1797 when an Act was passed to raise wages and 
the King pardoned the mutineers . 



' St . KITTS . ' eighth type straight line (33mm. by 7mm.) 
used from 1794 until 1797 on a letter from St. Kitts 
dated 16th August , 1797 addressed to London where it 
arrived on 25th September, 1797. Endorsed on front 
' P. Packet 16 Aug. 1797• . This was carried on the 
COUNTESS OF LEICESTER which left Tortola on the 
20th August , 1797 and arrived at Falmouth on the 
19th September, 1797 ar riving London on the 25th 
September, 1797 . The COUNTESS OF LEICl~S'.i'ER entered 
service in 1745 on the Falmouth West Indies route 
under Captain R. Lundin. On 16th June , 1795 Captain 
Richard Dodd took over command and operated the 
West Indies route until r el eaved on the 15th June , 
1816. 



'St . ~ITTS' eighth type straight line (33mm.by ?mm.) 
used from 1794 until 1797 on a letter dated 16th 
August, 1797 from St . Kitts addressed to London 
where it arrived on ~2nd September, 1797. Charged 
3/4d . on arrival this being a double packet letter 
rate :n operation from 5t~ January, 1797 until the 
5th April, 1801 . Writer mentions: "11he GRANTHAJ·~ 
packet was taken windward of Barbados, we have just 
received an ex~ress from Tortola to the Commander in 
Chief, saying that they are in nourly expectation of 
an attack from the united French and Spanish at 
Porto Rico'. 

• 

Carried on the ' COUNTESS OF LEICESTER', which left 
Tortola on the 20th August, 1797 and arrived at 
Falmouth on 19th September, 1797 arriving London 
on 25th September, 1797. rhe 'COutlTESS OF 
LEIC ~TER' entered service in 1745 on the Fal~ uth 
to .:est Indies route u..'1.der Captain R. Lundin. On 
16th June, 1795 Captain Richard Dodd took over 
command and continued on the .les-i lndies route 
until he retired on 15th June, 1816. 



' St. KITTS' ninth type straight line (24mm. by 4~.) 
used duri ng 1794- 95 on a wrapper dated 27th October, 
1794 from St . Eustatius addressed to Amsterdam care 
of Messrs Harriman Hoare & Co. of London where it 
arrived on 10th December, 1794. Charged 2/- this 
being a double packet rate to London in operation 
from 1st June , 1765 until 5th January, 1797 , it was 
then forwarded privately to Amsterdam. 

St. Kitts 

1793 France declared war on Britain and Holland 
1794 Britain captured }.artinique, ~t . Lucia and 
Guadeloupe . The French taking four British 
Post Office Packets during the year. 



'St ~ITTS' tenth type straight line (44mm. by 5mm.) 
used during 1796 on a letter dated 7th December, 
1796 from St . Kitts addressed to Thomas Neave in 
London where it arrived on 16th January, 1797. The 
1/- rate being cancelled and the new 1/8d. Packet 
rate inserted, this being the rate in operation 
from 5th January, 1797 until 5th April, 1801. 

Writer mentions: ' I think it right to inform you 
how extremely indebted this island has been to 
Admirals Christie and Harvey for their protection 
of us during their resuective commands ' • . 



1
vT.KI'F.i.S' eleventh type strai ht line (39rnm. by 5mm. ) 

used during 1789- 99 on a letver ~rom P. Keogh of the 
3rd Regim nt of 'oot r Buffs, at Brimstone Hill 
dated 23th F bruary, 1798 adressed to I~el nd where 
it arrived on 13th pril, 1798. 'he 1 /8d. Packet 
rate in operation from 5~ Janu r~, 1797 until the 
5th April, 1801 c ncelled and a final :rate of 2/1d. 
inserted. 

llRDISTOl\E HIT.I., THL. GIBR.\LTAR OF THE WEST INDIES 
From a coJoured priut publi1:<ih(.•d in 1836. 



' ST. KITl'S ' eleventh type s~raight line (39mm. by 5:?3mm. ) 
used during 1798- 99 on a letter dated 18th December,1798 
from John McPherson at Yia~tinique to Glasgow via 
St. Kitts. Arrived London on 14th February,1799 . 
Charged 4/8d, this amended to 4/10d which was cnncelled 
and a final rate of 7/3d . inserted • 
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Writer mentions: ' As to news I hear of none to 
entertain you with, excepting the evacuation of 
Dom"nica, and that the troops from thence when 
they arrive at :Barbados are to enbark for and 
conquer Surinam a circumstance if it takes 
place will prove very interesting to us and 
much to the British and Guinea factors .' 



'ST. KIT~S ' eleventh type straight line (39mm. by ~.) 
used during 1798-99 on a letter from St. Kitts dated the 
24th January, 1799 ad~ressed to London where it arrived 
on 27th Harch, 1799 after a journey of sixty ~wo days. 
Ch~rged a double letter rate of 3/4d. in operation from 
)th January, 1797 until 5th April , 1801. 

~ } 

?/." :;d . ~~~ /r , p-/-Z~s:/ A~ 

~ 
b/z/(3 

Writer mentions: 'Stores by Ca~::it. Skelton who 
arrived here a few days ago, the Fleet having 
been dispersed a few days after they left land 
he arrived a single ship at Barbados, the other 
ships for this island are fortunately arrived 
here also . 
Captain Skelton of the ship ' SUSPJ-JWA..lf ' which 
was built at Gravesend in 1785 sailed to 
St. Kitts from 1786 until 18G5. ile himself 
owned the ship for most of the time until 
selling her in 1805 to James & Co . ' 



'ST. KITI'S' eleventh type straight line (39mm. by 5imn.) 
used during 1798-99 on a letter from St. IU.tts dated the 
13th February, 1799 addressed to Madeira care of Thomas 
Gordon in London. Arrived London on 4th March, 1799 
then forwarded privately to Madeira. Charged 1/8d. on 
front this being the packet letter rate in operation 
from 5th January, 1797 until the 5th April , 1801. 

''· -

The straight line on this cover was the last use of 
the undated marks applied at St. Kitts . The next 
packet which arrived in May 1799 shows the first of 
the two line dated marks . Carried on the ' PRINCESS 
ROYAL' packet which arrived at Fal~outh on 2nd March 
1799. Entered service on the 6th May, 1793, John 
Skinner becoming captain in April,1794, captured in 
March, 1795 by the French, ransomed and put back 
into service . Fought off the French privateer 
'L ' ADVENTURE' in June , 1798, captured by the French 
privateer 'COURIER ' on 27th February, 1800. 

~· 
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Captain in command of H.M.S.Boreas a twenty eight 
gun frigate from March, 1784 until November, 1787 
stationed in the Leeward Islands to enforce t~e 
Navigation Acts which stated th~t all trade ~i~h 
British Colonies was to be carried out by British 
ships. This Document recorded dated 17th_June, 
1785 on board H.M.S.Boreas, Nevis Road being 
signed 'Horatio Nelson' with his right h~nd. , 
The signature below being 'Cuthbert Collingwood 
who commanded H.M.S . Royal Sovereign and led the 
second line of ships through the French and 
Spanish ships at Trafalgar. 

-
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Letter dated 5th Oct b 
Merton Place Sur o er, 1802 from Lord N 1 
during the Peacer~~ wh~re he lived whilst ~ns~zl;t 
~803) addressed to GAm1ens (October 1801 until Ap ~y 
inviting him and h. eorge Galway Mills in Lond r1 
t is son to · . on 

~ ay for dinner, the son b _v1s1t Merton Place and 
Nelson & Bronte' th f e1ng Nelson's godson s1· d 

bein e orm of si t • gne g created Duke of B gna ure he used aft 
that ~ime George Galwa r~~te on 15th August,1799. A:r 
and W1n~helsea owned t~ ~~~s M.P. for Wallingford 
the lar1sh of St. Paul acre Belmont Estate in 

Capesterre in St. Kitts. 

-

• • 



,,ir, 

Lloyds Coffee Hou~e, 
5th October, 1798 

A consic1 er<:ible :nsur1..'1ne h ving bN'l'.' "rde t pon 
q Vessel by very respectable House uron a ~etter 
of Crde~ Pf'r packet d .... ted c t art"inique the 9th o:.· 
Pebru' rJ last, the GhiJ was lost ~ii.e S'l!l.e even'r:~, 
and c G-.....tter on ~he 10th of Febr,iLry, went fron 
;.1.rtiniq11e, with letters to meet the srune racket 
at St. Ki ttc; by uhich the :rouse at ~.u.rtiniq_ue did 
"lot think nro er to advise the Loss; and on 1st 
of I ~zch forir :rd .'.l copy of the;;.r I.etter o! the 9th 
of 'ebru"ry, O""'deril1[ .. he ::::nsur~nce, and s, y 
nothin0 more about the Ship. 

'he t"nderwri ters beir.0 c:-i l ~ ed u 'ion for tne 
Loos, refrse to .'1ay; under t~1e idea the.. t a Person 
f orw;:i.rdin~ a Copy of 2.n Or·<lcr for <,n In::mr·nce, 
twen y d ys 'ftcr he knm: of the loss of the Ship 
uould be equall., capab::.e of antidat.;ng the 
ori J.:.r:al. 

It Yias t ereforc beer. su ested to the 
Gomn.i-<; ee o.P this House, th, t an ap-~lic~tion to 
~·ou to give Orders to the Post !...asters in His 
Majesty ' s \loot India Islrmds and America +,o nut 
a Stamp with the d' te of the precise tire in 
which any leLters cay be put fr to their respective 
Offi~es, c~y nrcvent many frauds. 

:3einu of the> s2ne opinion, we sh? 11 he grer;tly 
obliged by your gi v · ng the neces Sc .ry directions, 
and are 

Francis 
'recline Esn. 

Very Res_:i0ctfully 
s·~r, 

Your r ost obdt. ":"'rvants 
Edward Vaux Uil::.iam Bell 
·.1r:i. \/h i:tmore Ro bi; . Chris tie 
s.;.lE'X. Ch.., r.pion 



-::r I,ords, 

General ".'>ost O"f'ce 
6t:1 October, ~ 798 

I .~ve t~e nono-.u- uO enclose a Re re ent·tio~ 
h·o t' e ";or' it tee o" r.de:::'\r.c i tc:i:·s at Lloyd ' ::; Coffc e 
Ho·ne, ::;'; .ti:1 ci~c·1 ~1;'1,pcco u>crr- it is coYJ.jectured 
r ' r ~up ~t r,. ..0 cen " .c to de:r- 1 ld u·1c :::!1s"..l ·ers of ..,_ 
icsool co ii v :r:) .. : !"' ~tiniquo to Londc;n, a~1d prs.y·ng 
t', t i1.:..th - V-C'F ~o lessen ~·1e "ll"Ctic•b ' lity of s1·ch 
2 t e :::;ts l'ere ~ter: C:.; rec t. OTIG '.y -b~ . .; Ven uO ·(1e 
De u•cy )l)S tu; i:::tcrs .i•1 'he ' cnt Indi<i Islands to nut 
1. S+,an'"' ' .:. t' l c d" te of tl- 0 d ~ O'l • rh ·eh <~· I et .;0,...s 

r ~ be "l'I.' .;r ,f) ~- .eir reS"'!"'Ctive Offices . 

1'1e raano1rb~cnes'> of tic a''>T~;c-tion, ".,., 
oo o J.' ec _, -rid ·':'10 ,..,E' "Ct' -"i 1 i y oE - ·e p :i_<" ts 

· ri ~ l I rcsunc ir d:ace • 0-1--c r o:rJs" i ...,s to conre~<G to 
t "?·.r ·r.;shes . 

::.rv sc:;:-.!. ·• J.cl: c<' .l. ot I 
Ini~cs, w'1e-·~c 1.Jr; .. ~"lut.ies 

<''1t.. c~ 1able o_· )er 'o · .. :;_· 

res•· c a_ :y to tl'e ·,'Nit 
c ·e uol::.. i11f0r. ·ed • -en, 
1 e -:r ties wi tl. ace· !.'< c;y • 

a~.1. ) ui-J.: c l in l J 1~)1y r.: !bi ii t ted by 

S.'h (;_ ·11 t •on i ' '1.b, e 
r~ ""'-:. t ...; ~9~ e..:lr;ral 



' ST. KITTS/: S7 1803 ' '!wo line dated handstamp 
second type (30mm. by 4mm. ) used from 1802 
until 1805. Letter from Um. Bryan at St .Kitts 
enclosing a Bill of Exchange for the sum of 
£100 dated 7th May, 1803 addressed to Mrs . 
Seaton at London where it arrived on 20th June 
1803 after a journey of forty four days . 
Single rate of 1/10d . being cancelled by the 
Inspectors Crown and a doubl e letter rate of 
3/8d . charged. Made up of .tlacket rate of 1/ 
plus inland r a t e t o London of 10d. in operation 
from 5th April , 1801 until 12th Harch, 1805. 

--------

The writer mentions: - The Packet sails almost 
immediately - Cap"t . -Iayes sails in four or 
five days time, b~r him I will \:rite you again ' • 
Captain s. Hayes was commander of the merchant
man ' STANLEY' of 400 tons built at Yarmouth in 
1782. The 'STANLEY ' never missed a season and 
on each occasion up to 1803 she left St. Kitts 
an~· arrived London with the cargo . 



' ST . KITTS/MAR 2' first type two line dated 
handsta.mp (351 ~.by 5m... . ) used from 1799 to 
1801 missing tre year date during 1801 on 
a letter dated 2nd March , 1801 from Nevis 
via St . Kitts on the same day written by 
Wm. Higgins concerning the loss of the 
ship 'GEORGE' and the arrivaJ of a ship
ment of wine on board the 'BELLONA '. 
Received London on 5th April , 1801 . Charged 
1/8d. made up of 1/- Packet rate to 
Falmouth plus 8d . Falmouth to London 
inland rate over 150 miles in operation 
from 5th January,1797 until 5th April,1801 

~ 
Y£nr~ .~,.kn~--



'ST.KITTS/I'rAY22 .99' Two line dated handstamp 
first type (35run. by 5mm.) used from 1799 
until 1801 . L1his being the first known use 
of this mark on a letter dated 22nd I:ay,1799 
from Jedediah Kerie at St . Kitts addressed 
to London where it arrived on 4th July,1799. 
Charged 1/8d. made up of 1/- Packet rate to 
Falmouth ~lus inland rate to London of 8d. 
in operation from 1797 until 1801 . 

I 

. /#:~f~~/L.,< 1~A3!22·~ -; . 

~." J/J' ~~u~ /;,,~/~~/ 
' 

A letter from the Committee of Underwriters 
at Lloyd's Coffee House dated 5th October, 
1798 requested that postmasters be 
instructed to put a stamp with the date of 
the precise day in which any letter had 
been put into their respective offices 
which might prevent many insurance frauds . 
Francis Freeling agreed with this and 
porposed it to the Postmasters General. 



O{ "' ' ""' 1n 

1 vT . KITTS/OCT6 1804 ' second type two line 
handstamp (32mm. by 4mm. ) used from 1802 
until 1805. A letter dated 4th October 
1804 from Wm . Byam at St . Kitts addressed 
to London where it arrived forty two days 
later on 17th November , 1804. The single 
letter rate of 1/10d . being cancelled 
with the Inspectors Crown and charged a 
double letter rate of 3/8d . this being 
the rate in operation f r om 5th April ,1 801 
until 12t h March , 1805 made up of 1/
Packet r ate to Falmouth plus 10d. inland 
rate t o London . 

On the 12th .December, 1804 Britain 
declared war on Spain. St . Kitts 
was attacked by a French Fleet but 
beaten off and shortly after the 
British Fleet under Lord Cochrane 
arrived i n the area. 



'ST.KITTS' Large Fleuron used from 1805 until 1809 
on a letter dated 22nd October, 1805 from Wm. Bryan 
at St. Kitts addressed to Mrs. Seaton who owned 
plantations on the island. Arrived London on the 
5th December, 1805. Endorsed on front 'P. Packet ' 
and charged the 2/- packet rate to London in 
operation from 1805 until 1813. Writer mentions :
From the precar ious situation in which all the 
islands were every person was apprehensive of 
drawing being doub~ful whether their Bills would 
be honoured. The Wm. Manning and a few ships 
partly loaded sailed from here in May in 
consequence of the arrival of the combined Fleet 
at Martinico , but no regular convoy sailed from 
here until the last day of July. 

.J~~~~7/YYL~ 
' 

~A--/£_ ~~C> 
d~vn£~ 
~~/#72d#~ 

February 1805. The French Fleet under Rear Admiral 
Missiessy arrived at Martinique on 21st February, 1805 
landed a stron~ force near Roseau in Dominica, the 
town surrendered and paid a ransome of £7 , 500 . He then 
proceeded to St. Kitts where he arrived on 5th March , 
1805. The garrison retired to Brimstone Hill leaving 
the inhabitants of Basseterre to pay £18 ,000 to save 
their town from destruction. . He then sailed to 
Santo Domingo and landed troops on 27th March, 1805 
after failing to meet up with the Fleet under Admiral 
Villeneuve he returned to France . Admiral Villeneuve 
arrived at Martinique on 14th May, 1805 with Nelson 
only a few days behind. Villeneuve was only in the 
West Indies three weeks before heading home with 
Nelson behind him. He was finally caught by Nelson 
at Trafalgar on 21st October, 1805. This letter 
being written the day after the battle. 



' ST. KITT ' S ' Large Fleuron used from 1805 until 1809 
on a letter dated 8th J\.L~e, 1809 from Jm. Bryan at 
St. Kitts enclosing two :Sills of ~xchange for £100 
addressed to rwrrs. Seaton who mmed estates on the 
island. Endorsed on ::ront ' F.Packet ' and arrived 
London on 10th July, 1809. The original 2/- single 
packet rate was cancelled with the red Ins"'ectors 
Crown and the new 4/- double packet rate eh rged. 
This rate being in operation from 1805 until 1813. 

K--4~~·~~ 

~r/u~~L-t'?z~~ 
t. j('_;' .. t?"n tt1l:"//?_ 

lriter mentio~s : ' I hope to remit your 
13i lls bj' the ::'leet which will leave this 
the 23r.d inst.' 



ST . KITTS medium fleuron used 1810- 1822 
on letter dated 25th July, 1815 from 
St. Kitts to London. Endorsed: 
'P. LADY LOUISA PACKEr ' The Lady 
Louisa was built at Dartmvuth in 1811 
of 190 tons for a Captain Tippet but 
was commanded by Henry Drewitt Gibbon 
until 1822. Charged double letter rate 
of 4/4d (Packet rate 2/2 plus Falmouth 
to London 2/- in oper ation from 1813) 
Disinfected at St . Just Pool at the 
mouth of Falmouth harbour by slitting 



ST.KITTS Mediu~ fle·.iron used 1810-1822 
on letter dated 27th June, 1822 from 
St . Bartholomews sent via St . Kitts on 
6th August , 1822. Charged 2/2d packet 
rate to London from 1813. 

I 

.. 
' 

St . Bartholomews was ceded by the 
French to Sweden in 1784 in return 
for commercial concessions to 
French vessels in Swedish ports . 
It was bought back by France in 1877 



• 

Brimstone Hill, St. Christopher published 
31st August, 1812 by Joyce Gold, Naval 
Chronicle Office, 103,Shoe Lane, London. 
Brimstone Hill called the Gibraltar of 
the 'Jest Indies was first fortified by 
the British in 1690. Besieged by the 
:F'rench under harquis de Bouille in 1782. 
Last troops left in 1853 to go the Crinea 
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m-r,,ru1ure~'n:tft"irt, . Allercott, Williarn • £. 500"' JAC --
'IU.. WU1 " » \:VUl .Arc!H•r, Ba11j11mi11 • 700 V · K, R:>bert 13 

D.\ss&nn:u:, tst 'April, 1815. .Aler~, H.olJ~rt f. 300 y Julius, Johu • : • &;• 400 

A./"0.~1";.... ,·,. 'er~ {a atven, Ahb.ort,. ST1a!l:ord Wil.li,p.m 2oo ~uli,~s, John Jam~s ~ 
'-""V Ot" vv ~ ft ..,{.td'" #' BA~Dl.,~. 1•,p!:raitl. 500 ac_.-~011, B~tst>y • 200 

TI:JAT t'ne FIRST PAYMENT brazi~r. Edward • !OQ Julrn~, Julius C.esa 
.-i UrJ-an. Wdliam 500 Kf!'!G, Jost>ph r 600 
of t?:e TAX of ElRlT SHIL- Bqan, Jo:in, dt>c'd. lWO K"''!"' Jnl<'diah . • 200 

LINGS upon SUGAR, anJ SIXTEEN J.3:·ynn, Charlfs 200 KPrr ·, tl.v. John J 70G 
SJllLLJNGS upon JSCOJl-IES, be- llarn('~, n.~'v. Joseph ., 1 ~00 1

I •. 1·~AC1I, Robrrt • 800 
eorncs due on the 18th Instant, and Attend• 1l1rr<'s, Wi Ihm 1000 ,isri-r, .John IOO 
ance wi'H ~e o·iven to receive the same on ~:iyl<'y, Fr·H,cis 300 J,ont:{, S1mud • •= 
the following ~lays ;-Viz. At wy Office in B

1 
ui d, 1> 111iel 1 '200 t;-11111~, .Phi Ii~· • ,. 

the 'l'own of Basstterre, on th3 l8th, 19th; )111 t. Etlw:i.r<l 1000 
alld OOth ;-at the Custom~House, in the B 11 t, G ·oq;e 300 The St . Christopher Gazette dated 
1'own of Sandy-Point, on the2Jstand 22<l; l3ooi., Henry • 800 

31
st March, 1515 lists all persons_ du.e 

-and at the Dwelling-House of :1\-Ir. S.t- .Brow11bill, T::!!s. F. WO h 
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tak•? Notice cf the lollo,f'ing Edracts fro:n Blakr>, F<>ti·r . .. 600 black complexion, having small scar on 
theAc.T :-- , j)tak .. , John 200 each Temple, and about 7 months in her 

Clause 9th.-" That it' any Pcr~on shall Blyd.'n, Lnry • 200 Pregnancy. A Reward of Fifty Dol~ars 
" find hiiui;elt''- or li•m;elf ncgrit'vc<l by the Brrkd 1:·, Gror

0
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Seamans letter from St. Chr istopher to England 
' NOT ACCORDING/TO THE ACT ' used 1814-1 835 
dated 26th May, 1820 from James Coltman on 
board.H.M. S.TRIBUNE at Old Road St .Kitts 
addressed to Derby . Arrived Portsmouth on 
6th July, 1820. 
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The Act of September, 1813 gave seamen the 
One Penny Postage rate . 'HOnE TO PAY ' in 
double circle in black used at London from 
1813. This let~er was disallowed under the 
Act due to the fact that the seaman had not 
filled in the name of the ship himself 
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' BY THE NOCTON PACKET' Letter dated 
13th May,1 824 from St . Kitts addressed 
to Glasgow . Arrived 19th June , 1824. 
Charged 4/10d. The ' NOCTON ' packet 
was built at Inushing in 1807 of 
192 tons, used as a ~ost Office Packet 
from 1807 until 1850. Captain Joseph 
Morphew in command from 23rd June,1813 



Letter dated 7th March, 1826 from St . Kitts 
addressed to London w ere it arrived on the 
12th .pril , 1826 and received the boxed red 
' PkCK:!iT L~~TER ' second type used from 1818 
until 1847 on letters identified as a loose 
letter travelling outside the sealed Packet 
Bag. Charged the packet rate of 2/2d. in 
operation from 1 813 until 1839. 
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' LEE' :i.RD ISI.AND/F ' with date 29th January, 1827 
in green used at Falmouth fram 1810 until 1830 
on a letter from St. Ki tts dated 26th December 
1826 addressed to Hackney. Arrived Fal~outh 
on 29th January, 1827 and London on the 31st . 
January, 1827. Charged Packet rate of 2/2d to 
London in o eration from 1813 until 1840. 



' ST. KITTS ' Small Fleuron used from 1824 until 1843 
showing the year in full ' 1831 ' on a letter dated 
8th }!ay, 1831 from Robert Claxton at St . Kitts 
addressed to London where it arrived on the 
11th June , 1831. Charged 2/2 this being the 
packet rate in operation from 1813 until 1840. 



' PACKET LETTER ' in frame in red applied at 
London used 1818-1847. On a let er from 
St. Kitts d~ted 30th March, 1832, received 
London on 5th May, 1832. Endorsed on the 
front 1 1~ oz ' and charged 15/2d. This 
being seven times the single packet letter 
rate in operation from 1813 until 1839· 
At this time it would have taken a farm 
labourer a month to earn this amount . 



' ON HIS MAJESTY ' S SERVICE. ' wrapper from the 
Quarter Master General ' s Office endorsed 
' Frank ' and showing the double circle red 
Free Frank of 19th September, 1832 addressed 
to Captain Maclean, 86th Regiment , St. 
Christophers . Writer mentions:- Arrived 
Portsmouth after a remarkably quiet passage 
of only five weeks from St. Kitts and expect 
to embark about the 1st of next month for 
the Mauritius . 

Qum·t~ llf aste1· } 
(}eneral's _Ofjr f!. 
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King \lilliam IV by Si::.- • ..artin Archer Shee 
born 21st August , 1765, reigned six years 
died 20th June , 1837. iie was the third 
son of George III, married Adelaide of 
Saxe- Coburg and :ileinin._,cn in 18 18 , they 
had two d~uehters . 



St. Kitts to the U. S. A. letter dated 10th August, 
1833 from John Richards at St. Kitts addressed to 
Philadelphia where it arrived on 7th September, 
1833· Charged 20c . in red on front . The writer 
mentions:- The question at issue respecting 
irmnediate emancipation is of such a tender nature 
that · . .,rest India, Proprietors will be very glad to 
part with their Estates on almost any terms. 

The Abolition of Slavery Act received 
the Royal Assent on 29th August , 1833 
and became law on the 1st August, 
1834· On this date bere were 
668,000 slaves in the B. W. I . 
St. ~:i tts having 19 , 780 for which the 
British Gove_nment paid St. Kitts 
£329 , 393 in compensation. 



All inclusive 8d. Ship Letter rate per half ounce 
British \Jest Indies to United Kingdom. Entire 
dated 3rd May, 1844 from Aston Davoren at St . 
Kitts mentions Bill of lading of Catherine Greene 
Endorsed on front ' Consignees Bill of Lading' 
addressed to John Rankin in Finsbury Circus . The 
8d. Ship letter rate was in operation from the 
7th January, 1840. Landed at Brighton where the 
black 'SHIP-LFJI'IBR/BRIGLTON' used from 8th J .ay, 
1844 until 1847 was applied. So far this is the 
only 8d . cover from St . Ki tts . 



Letter dated 2nd September, 1839 from 
John Ulrich in Stockholm to his brother 
in st . Ba.rtholomews, sent care of 
Geo. Watley Esc. St. Kitts . Received 
St. Ba.rtholomews on the 19th October, 
1a39. Charged 2/2 on the front this 
being the packet rate from London in 
operation from 1813 until 1840. 



4d . in opera 

47 from d June, 18 t d 
ted the 23r . the Troop~ a two S cover a C mmanding . being a . O. H.M. • . ld Officer o on front this d rate being to 'The Fi; Charged 1/4d le inter-islan 

St. Kitts. te the sing t ·1 1891 . letter ra ' 1790 un i ounce tion from 

Barbados 
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ST. KITTS double arc used 1844-1861 
on entire dated 17th August , 1846 from 
St. Kitts to Nassau in the Bahamas 
Charged 4d . this being the inter 
colonial rate from 1790 until 1891. 
' BUCKIKGHAN HOUSE ' seal in yellow and 
white . The original house built in 
1703 by John Sheffield for the Duke 
of Buckingham. Pulled down in 1825. 
Buckingham Palace built and completed 
in 1837 on same s i te . 



s~ .KI~Ts PAID dated in red used from 1838 
until 1858 on a letter dated the 12th 
Se;teL.ber, ~ 838 from St. Kitts addressed 
to London. On arrival at Falmouth it 
received t Le undated green ' L"S "'ARD 
ISLANDS F ' mark used from 1830 until 1842 
at the Falmouth Packet Station ~robably 
applied to the top letter of a bundle 
before being forwarded to T,ondon. lso 
shows a feint boxed 1DUNSL.r!:Y/ Y POST ' . 
Charged 2/2d. this being the ~cket rate 
to London from 1813 until 1840. 



ST.KITTS ~AID d~ted in red used 
1840- 1858 on cover dated 29th 
August , 1856 from St. Kitts to 
B. Lori:ng Boomer Esq. on board 
' The Sliver Sprey ' care of 
Messrs Ridgway Rall & Co . at 
St . :Thomas . Charged ' 4 ' in red 
this being the inter colonial 
rate from 1790 until 1891 



ST. KITTS PAID undated circle in red used 1860-18h? 
on letter dated 11th February, 1862 from H. Spencer 
Wrigley the Attorney General at St . Chistopher, 
sent via St . Thomas on 12th February,1862 addr~ssed 
to :Bermuda. Charged 4d. on fron~ this being the 
inter island rate in operation from 1711 . 

/ ,•- _,, ' I 

Left St. Thomas o~ the 19th February,1862 
on the Cunard Royal Mail Steamer ' J.lERLIN ' 
of 268 tons ~1hich arrived in Bernuda on 
2~th February, 1862, sailing the same day 
to Halifax. ~'he Attorney Gene~al at this 
period was S. 3r0\·mlow Gray who held this 
office from 1861 un~il 1880. 



' ~ . ~r'i1S/PAID ' small dated sincle circle with 
co 'etter ' C' in red used from 1866 until 1870 
This being the i:;eriod bebeen the use of British 
stamps in the colony and the issue of the first 
definitive~ "r 1a70. Cover dated 11th September 
1866 from ...,t . 1(i tts addressed to New York, sent 
via St. Th ~s on 12th September, 1°cc and 
a1:rived i;ew York on the 3rd Octobe~ , 1866. 
Cho.reed ' 4' in red this beinc tre rate in 
oper~tion from 1790 until 1891 . 

_Af~ ff' ~::f:Z/ 
/ j?~ :fi,J?'-t'•7 ~ ~ .. 
J:lzo-c:t,f- A)v.j 



ST.KITTS PAID s~all dated sinJle circle in red 
used from 1866 until 1870. Cover dated the 
27th March,1868 from St . Kitts sent via steamer 
to London where it arrived on 18th April, 1868 
before being forwarded to France where it 
arrived on 20th April, 1868. The ' 7-ft ' in red 
ink being an accountancy mark showing the 
amount of postage due to the :British Post 
Office out of the packet rate to Endland and 
the rate to France. At this time the packet 
rate to England was 6d . per half ounce. 1rhe 
rate ~ngland to France was 4d . from 1857 until 
1870. 

Carried on the Royal }~il Steam Packet Companies 
' LA PLATA ' which landed mails at Plymouth on the 
17th April , 1868 at 7.15p. m. the mails arriving 
in London at 9. 2oa. m. on the 18th April , 1868. 



Bo. 90 

' ST. KITTS PAID ' sin5le circle in red 
19mm. diameter used from 1866 until 
1870 on a printed receipt for a 
registered letter addressed to France 
dated 28th December, 1866 signed by 
the postmaster. 

REGISTERED LE'n•n. 
•ectfbtlJ this :!' r.!!'day of L.eh'~1s«' 

aLcttcraddressed ~ A~~h-~r 
4r~ h~-~ 
~~£~ I 
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