
St. Lucia Airmail, 1929/30 

Airmail in the Caribbean developed in the late 1920s wi th routes first established between 
the U.S.A. and Cuba, Puerto Rico and The Bahamas. 

Jn September 1929 the Foreign Airmail Contract (FAM} route No6, 
which the United States Post Office had awa rded to Pan American Ai rways, 

was extended from San Juan, Pue rto Rico to Pa ramaribo, Dutch Guiana, 
via the Leeward and Windward Islands. 

O ther te rritories in the region were gradually included in the air mail routes o perated 
by e ither Pan American Airways or the ew York, Rio and Buenos Ai res Airline. 

This exhibit shows how St Lucia was involved in the developing ai r mail sys tem. 

Sheet 2: Double First Flight Covers. 

Sheets 3 to 5: Southbound to Saint Lucia 

Shcct 6: Southboun d from Sajnt Lucia. 

Sheet 7: Northbo und to Sain t Lucia. 

Sheets 8 and 9: Northbound from Saint Lucia. 

Sheet 10: The use of modified first canceller as a cachet. 

Sheet 11: First airmail from the Bahamas. 

Sheet 12: First inconUng airmaj] carried by NYRBA. 

Sheet 13: Fi rst outgoing airmail carried by NYRBA. 

Sheet 14: First airmail from Haiti. 

Sheet 15: Firs t airmaiJ from Barbados. 

Sheet 16: First airmail from Mon tse rrat. 



First Southbound Flight 

Double First Flight Covers 
Internal air mail routes were being expanded in the USA at this time and enterprising collectors 

tried to get covers flown on the first flight of an internal route connecting with the first flight of a 
FAM route. 

FIRST 
Al'R l'dAIL 
SEPT.15..1929. 

FLI HT 
C " Ao r.-.11 o 3 2 

tL 
Geo . c.Harv•v 

"'· ' Castries, c:t . Luot~, 

Wind~ai·d I sl~nds . 

First Aight of CAM 32 from Spokane to Pasco and Seattle. 
Thence by CAMs 5; 18; 30 and 25 to connect with FAM 6 in Miami. 

s~.N JUta.N -PARAMAc:".!'t:;.J · AIR MAIL 
~o . r, .H ar\re.y , 
castr1,,~ , st .1uc1a, 
\'iin1l1TVd I si. ana.s . 

(Via V.1am1 , ~a. ) 

First flight cover of CAM 19 from Camden NJ. To Atlanta GA. And then by CAM 25 
to Miami where it was transferred lo FAM 6. 2 



First Southbound Flight 

Posted in Norwich, Connecticut on September 18t1i 1929 and carried on internal mail flights 
CAM 18 and 25 connecting wi th the fi rst flight off AM 6 extension. 
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It is unusual for covers posted elsewhere in the United States 
not to be re-marked at Miami and/or San Juan 
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.Air Ms~.it. 

Covers intended for the extension flight of FAM 6 would have been held 
in Miami and postmarked again there on 2Qlh September before being 

sent on to San Juan. 

This cover bears the firs t flight cachet 
and a Castries da testamp of 22"d September. 
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First Southbound Flight 

Trans-shipment cover 

This cover is from The International Genera l Electric Company 
of Porto Rico, addressed to Bogota, Colombia, and is annotated "via Barbados". 

It was posted in San Juan on September 13th and held there awaiting the southbound flight. 
The cover bears the first flight cache t . 

.. ... ' . / ,., 
/a\ ... B. Prest 

r>.)-Ape.rtado 10 
' ·~ota, Colo 

~.;i. 

The cover was off-loaded at Castries and sent by boat to Barbados 

.. • 

where it was backstamped on September 22nd. It then went by ship to BaranquHla, 
on the Colombian coast, where it arrived on October 11 lh and thence 

overland to Bogota where it arrived on October 241h., 

Trans-shipment covers from this flight are unusual. 



First Southbound Flight 

Intermediate points of call 
Stops on the route included Saint Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands and Saint John's, Antigua. 

At all stops mail was exchanged. 
Cover to Castries from Saint Thomas, with a machine cancel. 

The flight cachet must have been carried on the aircraft as it ties the stamp. 

.J . v...u. .... U!. 1 u. · ; 

C iJ"'- e..,, .J""J.• I Ltc.u ... 

There were fewer than 150 covers from Antigua to Saint Lucia 
and they did not have the flight cachet applied. 

\ 
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' 
' 
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First Southbound Flight 

Southbound from Saint Lucia 
To mark the introduction of air mail, the Colonial Postmaster had a special canceller made. 

It read "Castries/ l51 /air mail I St. Lucia'~ 

This was used to cancel the stamps with the datestamp applied e lsewhere on the cover. 

---· r,., ,, .. ~ 
~ ',.. ... ~· ... 

• J .l,' •• \ 
I -:- • ,;.v 
(•l '2') 7., . ,. .. t:t) 
.._\,5'" \ ;,./ 
- .""' 

·~r . Jaime 1on?. alez 
c/o Postmaster 
Port of ~ain 
Trinidad, Br. \t . I . 

One of 318 pieces addressed to Trinidad 

VIA AIR MAIL. 

r . r. I .. on · (of o;,t .Lucja ,, 
c/ o essr • T. Ge,de Grant Ltd . 

Geer to .m , ~emer ra , 
_riiish v ian • 

One of 50 covers flown from Castries to British Guiana. 
No covers from St. Luaa to Paramaribo have been recorded 

Stamps printed by De I.a Rue&: Co. on multiple script CA paper, perforated 14. 
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First Northbound Flight 

Northbound to Saint Lucia 
To mark the introduction of air mail 

The Colonial Poslmaster introduced a special cachet. 
The aircraft left Paramaribo on September 2Slh and called at Georgetown and Port of Spain, 

where it was delayed by a fault. 

' JOHN A 
1 

BY .UR lL\.IL 

lllTISH GUI 
r 

Only 97 pieces were addressed to St. Lucia. 

266 covers a re recorded from Porto( Spain to Castries. 
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First Northbound Flight 

Northbound from Saint Lucia 
The aircraft from Trinidad, now pilo ted by Jack Ti lton 

a rrived a t Castries at 8-40 and after exchanging mail left fo r Antigua. 
Where it ar rived at 11 -55. 

Mr . Alfred R. Beach , 
~ U. S. Co· • 
s~ . Johns , iUA, 
LEEIARD I. .. a .. A •• DJ . 

Lr . Jaime Gon":alez 
cjo Postrraster 
uaint Johns 
:ntigua, Br . ; . I. 

The initia l a ir ma il rate to Antigua was l /4d but some letters were carried 
for 8d. which was the ra te to American Is lands. 

The rate to Antigua was reduced to 8d in November 
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First Northbound Flight 

Northbound from Saint Lucia 
A total of about 1900 items were loaded at Castries to northerly destinations. 

Cover to San Juan, one of 541, but signed by the pilot, Jack Tilton. 

Sr. Geo r ge H. Street, 

Ap a r t ado 1702 , 

Havana , ~UBA. 

Only 22 items addressed to Havana were carried on this flight.. 
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Cachet 

Special canceller used as a cachet 

As a means of marking air mail the Colonial Postmaster removed "1 ~w 
from the canceller and used it as a cachet on airmail letters between October and December . 

. 
:A I I ~._,; 

.J. .. ·II· 2 '}. 

~~. /"f. ~- . 

/'~I~ 

~~-
' 

~~ 

Southbound cover to British Guiana . 

. ... 

L~:t ..d . 

• 

Latest known cover bearing the cachet, 13lh December to New York. 
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First Flight from Bahamas 

First air mail from The Bahamas. 

FAM 7 from Nassau to Miami was initiated on 2nc:1January1929 but 
from l51 January 1930 it became possible to send mail to Saint Lucia 

by a transfer to FAM 6 at Miami 

The cover has the cachets for the first fl ight to St. Lucia and also 
the first d aily flight to Miami, 1930. 

IDr : 'WlHltet· 1bess. 
NASSAU. N.r .. BAHAMAS. J lf t 

, 

This registered cover was initially datestamped !st Janua ry 1929 
and then corrected to 1"* January1930. 

, 

It has a transit stamp of San Juan for 4th January and a Castries arrival date of January Sth. 

The cover was returned to Dr. I less m Nassau, arriving on January 2Qah, 

I laving passed through New Yo rk on January 16"'. 
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First Northbound Flight 

First air mail by NYRBA line. 

Incoming mail from British Guiana and Trinidad. 
This flight arrived at Castries on 24lh February 1930. 

The flight originated in Buenos Aires on February 19lh. 
and had four changes of aircraft on the way north due to crashes. 

rr 
ai. FIRST 71d. L7li'J! 
.. 11 . Y . R. 3. A . r nc . 

' 
' 

Par 11111 VIA AIR MAIL 
BJAlr .. I 

.! ~+- ~ ,.,_ 
,~~~. 

Pe t er &. Company, 

Castries , 

St Lucia . 
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First Northbound Flight 

First air mail by NTRBA line 

First NYRBA flight from SL Lucia 

241h February 1930 

Carried in Sikorsky S-38, "San Juan", serial NC944M, 

piloted by Captain Cobb, 

to Miami, where it was impounded by the Uni ted States Postal Authori ty. 

1 I ,.,,,lu ~ 
By Air 1111 

#; ~°';"'1 r-:-":~~~ . , 
c • f'\ 

-.....;... "· ·- \ 

._ -•::. 

·~ 

. , 
_,,,,. VIA AIR MAIL -

BY AIR MAIL 

Lt . Col. E . G. Hube1-, 
Pla.ttsb\u·t~ Bar racks , -

:Nevr York, 
U. S . A. 

PAR AVION 

~ 

Although NYRBA had a contract with St. Lucia to carry mail to New York 
they had no authori ty from the American postal authority to carry mail wi thin the U.S.A. 

so this cover was impounded a t Miami. 

Covers from this flight are known as "outlaw covers". 
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First Flight from Haiti 

First air mail by NYRBA line from Haiti 

7lh March 1930. 

The cover was cancelled at Port Au Prince on 6lh February to await the 
flight which le ft Miami on the 7lh. 

There is a Castries arriva l mark for February 8lh. 

Only a small number of covers were flown on this s tage of the flight which 
then inaugura ted the first southbound dispatch of mail from St. Lucia by NYRBA . 
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First Flight from Barbados 

Only air mail by NYRBA line from Barbados 

8th Apri l 1930 

This cover was carried on a route proving flight from Barbados 
via St. Lucia to the United states 

At this ti me ships of the United States Navy were on a courtesy visit to Barbados 
and many sai lors took the opportunity to send air mail letters back home. 

~ Jlvt. '1?'!.ad. ' 

i!JMba.~ - .u~. ~. 

\Lfi , , &· R. ~~~. 
t/o ~~~°a,(_ ~ JtL~. 
~- J? ~'• ~~· ./_4 I 

....U-. ~·a, ?3. Iv. .9. 

Only 44 items are recorded addressed to Saint Lucia. 

The aircraft was a Consolidated fly ing boat named "Cuba"; serial NC660M, 
flown by Captain Sewell. 

The proposed route was never developed 
as NYRBA was absorbed by Pan American on l 5lh August J 930 
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First Flight from Montserrat 

Delayed air mail from Montserrat. 

2Q•h June 1930. 

A flight by NYRBA line from Montserrat was scheduled for June 1930 
but due to bad weather it did not take place. 

The covers which had been prepared for the flight were then he ld over 
at the G.P.O. in Plymouth. 

;fvie,J· AA 1!1)ait . 

9Pnl/J~- .u:~. 

R MONTSERRAT 
'~YMOUTHl 

no. 976 

~. J'. '2. ~-
c./ o .sJl.J e ~ ~i:U P<AL· ?rJQ,4/..[;::,, . 

~. cP. o .. -8~. 
A: ~c,, ~- to . J. 

On 241h February 1931 H .M.S. Dorsetshire ca lled at Montserrat 
and the Captain was persuaded to aJJow his Fairey F ID floatplane 
to carry the held over mail to the ship's next port of call at St. Kitts. 

The mail was then forwarded from St. Kitts. 

Only 19 items are thought to have been addressed to St. Lucia 
very few of wh ich were registered covers. 
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