
SOMETHING FOR THE LADY MCLEOD    
ENTHUSIASTS 

Anyone with a Trinidad collection will aspire to owning a Lady McLeod, like this one 
above. The thing that makes the Lady McLeod stamp so alluring is the fact that it 
has a story. Not only is it SG 1, and the first label used for postage in the British 
Empire, there is a wonderful social history around the triple-masted steamer which 
the stamp was used on, her Captain David Bryce, and the businesses  associated 
with the Lady McLeod covers that exist. But Lady McLeods are expensive to buy 
and hard to come by! 

John Lamont, Trinidad plantation owner, was unhappy about the poor             
communications between Port of Spain and San Fernando, where his plantations 
lay. So Lamont purchased the ‘Blue Belle’ , an iron paddle steamer 109.2 ‘ long and 
13.5’ wide with a shallow draft of 6.2’ (important for Trinidad’s waters), and        
renamed her ‘The Lady McLeod’, after Lady Henrietta MacLeod, wife of the then 
Governor of Trinidad. Lamont engaged David Bryce as the steamer’s captain 

Wiith a reputation for making crossings to 
Trinidad, the adventurous captain set off 
from Clydeside on 5 September, stopping in 
Cork to take on coal, and arriving in Port of 
Spain on 23 October 1845. 

Bryce, who became the vessel’s owner,      
announced the introduction of labels that 
would be required for any letters or parcels 
carried, in April 1847. The captain had been              
experiencing difficulties in obtaining small 
change for customers mailing letters. His 
stamps sold for 5c individually, or $4 for 100.  



The steamer commuted between Port of Spain and San Fernando carrying        
passengers, parcels and mail until 1854, when she foundered near San Fernando 
and was abandoned. Trinidad collectors imagine the steamer sailing out of San 
Fernando at eventide—a magnificent spectacle. 

The Lady McLeod (LMC) stamp symbolises the Philatelic Society of Trinidad &     
Tobago. Below a gold members badge.  The country itself has issued many stamps 
over the years to commemorate ‘SG1’. 

24 April 1972 SG 413 to 415 . The 5 c shown above on a Trinipex Stamp Society Cover 



The philatelic society has issued many LMC covers and its membership card bears 
an image of the LMC label. The LMC bell, rescued from the wreck, is a treasured 
item, kept in San Fernando’s city hall. 



One option, available to philatelists specialising in Trinidad and Tobago is that of 
collecting stamps, covers and memorabilia associated with steamer and label. The 
below philatelic cover is an early example of someone doing exactly that. It was 
posted in 1947, only five years after the inauguration of the Trinidad and Tobago 
Philatelic Society. 

An on line visit to the University of      
Florida’s Digital Library of the Caribbean 
quickly brings you to the Port of Spain 
Gazette over the years of the Lady 
McLeod’s existence and it can be fun to 
build a collection of the many adverts that 
David Bryce placed for the services the 
steamer provided (as well as explanations 
about the vessel being out of service for 
maintenance). 





It has been possible to purchase facsimiles of the LMC label in a variety of colours on the 
internet, but of course nothing beats a real one. 



One member of the Philatelic Society of Trinidad and Tobago is lucky enough to 
own a whole sheet of the 2022 overprints. 



The Port of San Fernando produced the below ‘San Fernando City Day Postcard’ 
featuring people and items of local pride, including the Lady McLeod label in 1988 



The Carib Glassworks , the Caribbean’s Primary glass and bottle manufacturer, 
produced a series of ‘Bottles of Boats’. Amongst them was a ‘Fatel Razak’, which 
many indentured workers arrived in Trinidad on, and ‘The Lady McLeod’. These 
really are works of art. 



Some people even have a Lady McLeod tie! Do members of the WIPSG recognise 
this lucky gent? 



It is possible to find old covers that are associated with the LMC story. For example 
the below cover is likely to have been sent by James Graham Taylor (Philatelist, 
and son of Alexander Taylor - who wrote many of the McLeod letters), who was 
based at this Wilson’s address and who corresponded with the famous Denny    
Bacon. 

This is a postcard 
sent by the forger 
James Petrie to 
Pemberton Wilson 
and Co after he 
had purchased 
some Lady 
McLeods, as per 
the attached 
press report from 
the Port of Spain 
Gazette. 



Gerald King, philatelic artist and author ,designed and produced fantasy items for over 50 
years. Among his range of topics are Wonderland, Elizatoria and Alternative Lundy. Using the Lady 
McLeod, as inspiration he produced a series he called the " Lundy McLeod ".These were printed in 
sheets of 26 on cream paper and " Tete-beche " sheets on white paper. Neither of these indicated 
Lundy Island. However, the cover below showing a " tete-beche " pair and the large S.S Lundy 
McLeod, addressed to Sir Robert Peel, House of Commons, Westminster, London SW, has some 
interesting cancellations: 

1. Straight Line  S S LUNDY MCLEOD 2. Barred L I, for Lundy Island. 3. Crowned SHIP LETTER 
LUNDY. and most amusingly 4. London cancel dated APR 1 47. 



The Lady McLeod is not only celebrated in Trinidad and Tobago. This die of the 
stamp was made and marketed in Germany. Now someone sells a similar small  
silver die over the internet. 

Smalll silver die 



Montserrat produced this miniature sheet in 2008, with a $2.75 stamp showing the 
Lady McLeod. 

Below is a Cadillac Post Office, Rio Grande, USA postal print celebrating 120 years 
in 1967. 



Antigua and Barbuda produced a limited edition of a gold facsimile of the Lady 
McLeod stamp on 4 April 1986. 

Many philatelic and historical ac-
counts exist of the Lady McLeod 
story: 

Here ‘Stamp Collecting—The King 
of Hobbies , The hobby of Kings’ 
includes the label in a display of 
World Rarities. 

‘Trinidad A Philatelic History to 
1913’ by Sir John Marriott KCVO, 
RDP, FRPSL, Michael     Medlicott 
FRPSL, and   Reuben A Ramkis-
soon FRPSL  includes an index of 
LMC’s 

‘The Untold Story of The Lady 
McLeod’ by S Taylor, N Moham-
med, E Barrow and J Taylor tells 
the story of the businesses that 
used the LMC service, and includes 
an index of LMC covers. 



Margaret Mann is found      
writing about the Lady McLeod 
in 1847. 

I hope this light article        
encourages Trinidad philate-
lists to broaden the scope of 
their collecting as they        
celebrate this wonderful 
steamer and the stamps and 
other memorabilia that mark 
her existence 



With grateful thanks to the members of the WIPSG and Trinidad & Tobago         
Philatelic Society for so generously sharing scans of their memorabilia.             
Contact:https://trinidadstamps.org/-https://www.facebook.com/
groups/192149624143122/ 

Or 

https://instagram.com/philatelic_soc_trinidad_tobago 

 

https://trinidadstamps.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/192149624143122/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/192149624143122/

