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GOVERNMENT '.HQUSE, 
24TH DEOEMBER, 1910. 

HIS EXr.ELLENCY THE GOVERNOR has directed the publication for 
general information of the following correspondence on the subject of the 

Royal JYiail Transatlantic Service. 

By Command, 

(No. 369.) 
S. W. KNAGGS, 

Colonial Secretary. 

Telegram received by the Governor of Trinidad from the Governor of the 
Windward Islands on the 9th December, 1910. 

Following telegram from Secretary of State :-

With reference to your predecessor's telegram oi 27th September have to inform you 
that subsidy of <ß55,000 in lieu of pou-q.ch1ge payn1ent s now 1nade by Gene1;al Post 
Office a.nd West Indian Colonies for direct Transatlantic Service with Il~_nd 
Quarters at rrrinidad has been offered to an<l refuseJ by Royal Mail St.eam Packl't ~ 
Company who asked for subsidy of .t68,000. In making their offer His J.\'.Iajesty'"S 
Government have bad in mind .tl5,000 offered by Trinidad, and were prepared 
in order to meet the clesires of the West Indian Colonies for dircct communication 
with United Kingdom t.o ask Parliament for ..ß40,000 which is more than double 
present poundage pnyn1ents by Gc:neral Post Office and would be in addition to 
Imperial share of Intercolonial subsidy. His ~iajesty's Governrnent greatly regret 
failure to secure dirt;!Ct co1nn1unication but does not consider that circumstances 
justify greater contributiun from Imperial funds in Yi c!W of lung period of transit 
for Mails to Barbados, 'Prinidad and Demerara provided under Cumpany's proposals 
and of cancellation of ho111eward voyage of steamer of 21 st Decem be1· and further 
irregularities in main line service PostniastPr-General will now be ubliged to 
make such arrangements as are p.issible for mails utiiizing Intercolonial steamers 
to the best advantage. Proposed tin1e ta.ble sent by mail. 

Telegratn from the Governor of Trinidrid to the Secreta1~y of /:;tate for the Colonies, dated 

~Oth December, 1910. 

With reference to your telegram of 9th Dece·mber, Finance Comnüttee and Cham her of 
Commerce will supporl increase ces,ooo cuntribution if ll8Cessary inaking total to .i20,000 for 
din•ct Service, provided Trinidad made Head-quarters and reasonable cold storage room reserved 
for fruit: also, if Barbados <loes not contributt~ tu direct Service, Steamer shoul .J CO 'lle direct here. 

LE HUNI'E. 

Telegra1n fro1n the Sec1reta1·y of State for the Golon.ies to tlie Go.vernor oj Tri1tidad dated 
23rd December, 1910. 

I have received your telegran1 of 20th December with ple·1sure and gladly welcome ~his 
evidence of willingness of Trinidad to assist His Majesty's Government in Lheir effvrt to secure 
direct con1munica.tiou with West Indies. 

HARCOURT. 

Despatch froni the Secreta1vy of State {01· the Colonies to the Governo1· of T1·inidad. 

TRINIDAD-NO. 3641
• DOWNING STREBT, 

5th Decenibe·r, 1910. 
SrR, 

Gcnel'al Post Office, I have the honour to transn~it to yon the accom pa11ying copy of a correspondence with tl1e 
18th November. General Pust Office on the subject of the prnpo.sals madc to the Royal ßilail Stea.1n Packet Co1npany 

for the continuation of the direct Tru.nsatlau tic service to t he W est Indies. 

To General Post 2. You will haye .been inforn!ed of the substance of this correspondence by telegraph, but 
Office, 2nd December. you will . no doubt des1re to pubhsh the text of thc~ letters to and fro1n the Royal Mail Stea1n 

Packet Com pany for the general inforn1ation of the public in the Colony. 



.... 
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3 The letters which have 11assed between the General Post Office and this Departrnent 
expiain the circumstan,ces in which Hi s Mc~jesty's_ Governrnent have proposed to the Compa.ny a 
time table for their Inter"colonial Servir.e ·wh ich I fear cannot but result in serious incon venience 
to passengers. I regret this resul t, but the Co1npany's action has left the Govern ment no 
practicable alternative. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble Servant, 

\ (Sgd.) L. HARCOURT. 

-

„ , 

Governor SIR G. R. LE HUNTE, K.C.M:.G., 
Slc., Sl ., Slc. 

CoPY-518096 GENERAL PosT OFFICE, LONDON, 

28th 1\ Tovember, 1910. 
SrR, 

With reference to recent correspondence on the subject of the determination of the Contr~ct 
for gie Transatlantic Service frorn this Country to the West Indies, I am directed to aatp.nt'int 
you, fbr the information of the Secreta.ry of State, that the Postinaster-General has been un able 
to come to tenns with the Hoyal Niail Steam Packet Company, for a continuance of the Service, 
and 1 am to enclose copies of correspondence with the Company in which an offer of an inclu­
siv1'! Stlbsidy of cess,ooo per annum has been n1ade by this Departn1eüt and refused by the Co1npany. 

.,. 2. As ~1r. Secretary Harcourt is aware, the only other shipping Companies engaged in 
West lndian rrrade with any degree of regulari ly are those of the Leyland and Harrison Lin(-'s. 
The vessels of these Companies are not run in such a way as to be suitable for a mail sm·vice, 
owing to the fact that they do uot call at any West Indian Colony on t.l1e hon1eward V•>yage. 
The Postmaster-General has ascertained that the Companies are unable to make any change in 
the homeward itinerary, and that any atte1npt to arrange a regular fortnightly departure from 
this Country would result in a complete dislocation of their trade, which they a.re unwilling 
to face. 

3. In the meantin1e it appears necessary to make tempc'rary arrangements for the mail service 
by employing the Harrison Line Stean1er "'l'raveller" on the 3lst of Decembc>r for the outward 
voyage direct to Barbados to be followed by the &dopLion of the route of New York in conj unc· 
tion 'vith tbe Royal lYiail Stearn Packet Co1npany's In tercol r1nial Service. I an1 to submit the 
anllexed firne table for ~'Ir. Secre tary Harcourt's considera.tion and I a1n to suggest that if 
approved, the Company should be instructed to comply with it. 

I am, &c., 

(Sa.) ß'IATTHEW NArl1HAN. 
'fHE UNDER SECRE1'ARY OF STATE, 

Colonial Office. 

CoPY. 

SIR, 

• 

GENERAJ_, POST ÜFFICE, LONDON, 

22nd JVoveniber, 1910 . 

Wit.h refer .~ nce ti> recent correspondencc on the subject of the rrransatlantic l\iail Service t1> 
the West Indies carriecl out under the Contract of thc 6th of June, 1907, which terminated 011 

the 1 Oth of this inonth, I am directed to acq uaint you, for the inforrnation of the Court of 
Directors of t.he Royal ßlail Stean1 Packet Co111 pany, that the Postinaster-Gt.'neral is n· iw in a 
position t1J n1ake a <lefinite offer for t!ie continuance of the service under the fullowing 
conditiuns, vizt. :- · 

(1.) As far as pussible the main conditiuns of the late Cuntract with regard to speed, 
freqnency and itinerary would be adhered to, hut the Postmaster-General would 
require the n:Iails fvr the V\lindward and Leeward Isl:-1ncls and for British Guiana 
to l>e carried on to Port-of-Spain, lrinidad, for transhipn1ent at that Port to 
t he Cc)mpany's Interc(Jlunial Packets. P ort-of-Spain 'vill thus take the place of 
Barbados :is the Head-quarters of tlie Co1npnny in t be West lndies. 

(2.) 

(3.) 

Due cunsiJeration wuuld be given to tbe Company's commercial requitements, and 
such modifications as may frun1 time to time be necessa.ry for thos0 purposes would 
be provided for in a new Contract. 

Payment for the con veyance of Mails by weight would cease absolutely, and all 
postal facilities afforded by the service under Contract would be paid for under an 
inclusive subsidy at the rate of i55,000 per annu1n. 
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(4.) 

(5.) 

„ 

i'RINIDAD ROYAL GA~ETTE. [Dec. 29, 19'10.] 

'rhe nflw Contract 'vould contain the usunl provisio'l1s as to Time Tablf>s, security 
of mails: etc., which are commo.n to all Contracts between the Postn1astP r-Gener~l 
and Shipping Cornpanies . 

'l'h e agreem t·nt would be n1ade tor a period not exc<> eding three years on und from 
the datc of despat.rh of the first steamer from Southa.n1pton under the proposed 
Contrnct, and would be terminable at the end of that period or at any time there­
aJter by 6 n1<>nths' notice on either side. 

T he Court of 1 >irectors will of course understand that this offer is subject to the (' 
approva.l of His Iviajesty's Tr easury, and that no Contract will be binding u nt il it 
h as !Jeen approved by the H ouse of Con1mons. 

The Postn1aster-General will be gla.d to be made acquainted 'vith the decision of the 
Cour t of Directors as soon as possible. 

„ 
I am, &c., . ~ 

(Sgcl.) MA'I1HEW Nl\TH AN. 

The Secreta ry 

R OYAL MAI L STEA~I PACKET COMPANY. 

THE ROYAL MAIL STEAl\I P~CKET COlVIPANY, 

18, MooRGATE STREET, L ONDON, E .C. 

SIR, 24th Nove>nbe1·, 1910. 

I have th0 honour to acknowledge receiµt of your lette l' dated 22nd Noven1be r, 1910, 
intimat i ng that the Post.nu1ster-Gencral is now in a. pusitio11 to n1ake a definite offer for the 
con tinnnnre uf the Trc!lisa tlan t ic Mail Service to the West In dies fo r a, period n ot exceediog 
th ree years at an inclusiV(' subsidy (that is, iucluding the present poundage) of .t55,000 per 
annum. 

The Court ,,f Directors have carefully considerecl th e proposals contnine. ·1 in your lettei·, but 
set>in~ tha t t hc aclclii ional pn.ymeHt. whir-h y<JU have been good enough to 1 ·ropose wonld not C•JVer 
the loss which the Cornpany sustains in carrying out. t.he service, they r egret that they are 
unaule to sce thei r way to accept it. 

In ()rder to put thc scn·icc oi1 a con1rnercial b asis the subsidy should be .t60,000 more than 
the poun dag2 paynient which the Company hns been receiving recently, but in view of tlae 
histnric co1,nec:tion between His ~laj~sty's Government, the Con1pany and the West Indian 
C11lonies thc Court rif Directon; are prepared to enter into a Contraet at a lower sum tban they 
wo11ld bc justificd in acccpting on strictly business principles. Thc lowest sum, however, ·which 
th ey can possi bly acccpt is ;LS0,000 inore than was provided und er the poundage basis . 

'l'he Court of Directors th ink tha t, on considt·ration, the Post111;1,ster-General wi ll r ecognise 
that a three yc·al"'s cuntr.ict is far too shurt f"r the Cumpany, wl1ich has to ()rgauise and make 
arran~· ments throughuut their la r:;e systtm, nor <lues it aff·Jrd the Company that stability ancl 
Ct'rta.inty which thc·y un<loubtedly ought to hav1..• in carrying out a contract of tl1is nature. 

'l'ile C11rnpany woul<l subrnit thnt the cvntrnct sh ·ul<.l be for nut less than fa·n Yt·ars, but in 
a.ny case it sl:1•nld 1un cuncuneutly with die pru;ent lntercoltJ1 ial l\Iail Service <.1 <Jntract a1]d 
n ut terminn.te before the expiration of tbat con tract. 

I have: &c., 

The Secretary, 

GENERAL P OST Ül!'!?IUE. 

( Sgcl.) R. L. FORBES, 
Secretary. 
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Pro Forma Time Tables for the employment of the Intercolonial Service. 

Royal Mail Steam Packet. 
Le<i>v-e Southampton 21 December. 

Cberbonr.tr . . . 21 , , ,„ 0 

Arrlve St. l\'liohaels (Azores) 26 „ 
„ St. Thomas 3 January. 
„ Sa Yanilla 6 , , 
, , Oartagena 7 , , 
„ Colon 8 „ 

Leave Colon 9 , , 
Arri~e Jamaica 11 „ 
Leave Jama.ica 12 „ 
Ar·d 've Antilla (Cuba) . . . 13 „ 
'„ New l'.ork 17 „ 

Demerara Branch Line. 
Lea.ve Southarnpton 21 December. 

„ Cherbourg 21 „ 
Arttve St. NiichU.els (Azores) 26 , , 
„ St. Thomas .„ 3 January. 

LE:iave St. Thomas 3 „ 
~rriv:e Tri11idad 6 „ 

Demerara ' 8 , , „, 
Learve ,, 8 „ 
A_rrive 'frinidad 10 

" Leave. „ 11 
Arrive Barbados 12 " 

" „ New York 17 
London 23 .. , " 

" 
Islands Line. 

Lea;e Sonthampton 21 December. i 
" " 

<Jherbourg 21 
" 1 

Arrive St. :Michaels 26 
" 1 " 

St. 'l'homas 3 January. 
Leave 

" 3 " Arri ,7e ~t. Kitts 4 
" Nevfa , 4 
" " 

" Antigua 5 " .„ Montserrat 5 " 
" 

nominica 6 " 
" 

St. Luoia 7 " :St. Vincent 8 „ 
" 

" 
Grenada 9 " Trinidad 10 

" New York 17 
" 

„ 
'' 

London 23 
" 

Harrison Line s.s. "Traveller. " 
Leave Liverpool 31 December. 
Arrive Barbados 13 January. 

" 
Trinicla1l 15 " „ Demerara 17. 

" „ La Guaira :20 
" 

" 
Porto Cabello 21 " 

" 
Cura9ao 22 

" 

Connecting at Barbados with Royal Maii Steam Packet 
Company. 

Demerara Branch Line. 
Leave Liverpool 31 December. 
Arrive Barbados 13 .Ja.nnary. 
Leave „ J 3 „ 
Ar rive Demerara J 5 
Leave 18 

" Arri ve Grenacht 20 
St. Vincent 20 
Barbados 21 
New York 31 „ 
London 7 February. 

" 
" 
" 

" " 
" " „ 
" 

Islands Line. 
Leave J.,j,rerpool :H Decem ber. 
Arrive Barbados 13 .January.: 

" 
Grenada 15 

" „ St. Vincent.. 15 „ 
„ St. Lucia 16 

" 
" Domini ca 16 " 
'" 

.Montserrat . 17 
" „ 

" Antigua 17 
" 

" 
Nevis 17 

" 
" f3t. Kitts 18 

" 
" Nevis 18 

" Antigua 18 " " lVl ontserrat 19 " " 
" Domini ca. 19 „ 

St. Lncia 20 " " 
" 

Barba.dos 21 
" 

" N ew York 31 
" 

" 
London 7 Fel>ruary. 

__ _..,, ·--··- --„~·- .. - ·- -- -- ·----··---
H omewar<l connection at 'l'rinidad with RoyaJ Dutch Line Homewftrd conneciion at Barbados with Roya.l Dutch Line 

on the lOth .Tanua.ry, 191.1. on the 23rd J anuars-
After tbese vo,ya.ges it is pl'oposed t hat one Brauch hoat shall connect at Barbados, on tbe 23rd of Jan.uary :rnd convey the 

Islamls Mail, rcturning to 'l'rinidacl with the Homewa.rd l\Iail for conveyauce to New York, by Royal Dutch Linc on the 3lst 
Janua1·y : and the other Brauch boat shall connect at 'l'riuidacl, on the 30th of January, a.nd convey the British Guiana, l\Iail, 
returning to Barbados, on the 6th of February, to transfer the H omeward l\fail, to the Roya.l Dutch Line, for conveyance to 
New York. 

And at intervals of 2 weeks thereafter this routine will be followed. 

ÜOPY·-3644<7 /1910. 

SIR, 
DovVNING STREET, 

2nd De('e1nber, 1910. 

I an1 directerl by 1'1r. Secretary H a. rcourt to acknowledge the r eceipt. of your letter of the 
28th of N 1JVetnber, { 518096) enclosing a copy of correspondence with the Royal iV.Iail Stean1 
Packet Cun1pany and 0± Lhe Tirn <~-table of the Intercolouial 8ervice which the Postn1aster-General 
proposes 10 suggest to the Company in vievv of the fa.ilure of his effort to obtain a rcnewal of the 
Di rect Trn nsa t lan iic Service Con tract. 

2 . lVIr. Harc11urt l1ns cai-efully c ons.idered the n1;1tter, as jt is clear to hin1 that the acloption 
uf tbt' pr11p11SCc.1rl'tlll e-t1l>l<' 111nsr be a ttended by Sf'rious itiCOl)V8llieu<:e to pa::;si=ngers; but he 
rec:ognis~s that tlie canc:ella.tion of the Hon1eward voyagc of the Steamer of 1.he 21 st. of Decen1ber, 
and t:L.e p robabili t y of furth er a.lterations in the Main Line Service affect.ing passenger traffir, 
render inevitable the 'vithcha wal uf the Time-tables prcviously suggcsted by the General Pus t 
Office. In these circun1stances Mr. Harcourt can but acquiesce in the efforts of the P ostmaster­
General to make the best use possible of the Intercolonia l Pervice for ma il purposes un til such 
tiine as the den1ands of the passenger t raffic produce the o:ffer of facilities from sorne other 
source thau the 1Ylain Line Service uf the Royal JYi ail Stearn Packet Company. 

3. Mr. Harcour t un<lerstands that th c necessary co1nmunication t o the Company will be 
made by the Postn1aster-General. 

4. Copies of your letter and its enclosures are being corurnunicat.ed to the \V~st Indian 
Culonies concerned. 

I an1, etc., 

' 
The Secretary , 

(Sgd.) H. W. JUST. 

rro THE GENERAL POST ÜF JTIC.E. 
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