
TRINIDAD AMD TOBAGO. 

War Cen.10-rahip. 

No. 38.-1914. 

20tli November. 

AN ORDIN ANCE to deal with the Censorship of Telegrams, 
Post&l Paekets and News during the present war . 

[L.8.] 

GEORGE R. LE HUNTE, 

Gov•llJfoR. 
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BE i~ ena.cted by the Governor of 'l'rinidad a.nd 'l1obago 
witb the advice and consent of the Legislative Conncil 

thereof as follows :-
t. This Ordinance may he cited as the War Censorship xtwri ·riir~. 

Ordinance, 19141. 
1. In this Ordina.nce 

"Newspa.per" includes any newspa.per: m~ine, „,.,..r1m,.."· 
book, pamphlet, or otber publioa.tion, published or oircn- tion. 

lating in the Colony ; 
"Prohibited informa.tion " inoludee a.ny informa.tion 

with respect to troops, ships, air-craft or wa.r material in 
t.he service of or belonging or contracted to be sold or 
delivered to His Ma.jesty or any of His allies in whatever 
part of the world the same or a.ny of them may ha.ppen to 
be, or with respect to the pl~ns of the naval or militw-y 
authorities of the British Empire or a.ny portion thereof, 
or of any na.tion in a.Uia.nce with His Majesty, or with 
rMpeet t.o a.ny mea.sures taken for or connected with tht-
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defence of the British Empil'e, or with respeot to the move­
ment of any British mercha.nt shipR or of a.ny ehips sailing 
under the ßa.g of any nation in alliance with His Ma.jesty, _ 
and also inoludes a.uy statement, comment or suggestion 
calculated direotly or indirectly to convey e.ny such 
informa.tion; 

"Time of Emergency •· mea.ns any period decla.red to 
be a. time of emergenoy in manner hereinafter provided ; 

"Telegraph Company" inoludes the Wellt lndia. and 
Panama. Telegraph Compa.ny (J-'imited), a.nd the Government 
radio-telegraph a.dministra.tion, a.nd the telegraph sytitem of 
the Govemment Railwa.y; 

" Ceusor of Telegra.ms;· '' Censor of Postal Packets," 
" Ueusor of News" includes a.ny Assists.nt Censor authorised 
in writing by the particular Censor whom he is assisting to 
exeroise any of the powers conferred upon such Censor by 
this Ordina.nce; 

" Posta.l Packet " ba.s the sa.me meaning a.s in the Post 
< >ftioe Ordinance, (No. 197); 

" Vessel " inclndos boat . 

.a.pp_oiniment 8.·-(1.) lt shall be la.wful Ior the Govemor to appoint, 

.r c~. by wa.rrant under bis hand, Censors for the purpose of con­
trolling a.nd doaling with telegra.ws, postal packets, and newa­
pa.pers and to a.ppoint by wa.rra.nt under his band suoh and 
Ro ma.ny aesistant Uensors as bc ma.y consider neceasary. 

(2.) Warrants granted under the preceding sub-section 
shall continue in oper&tion until the sa.me are revoked by 
the Governor by writing under bis band. 

Censor~hip of Tele91·ams. 
J>owei-. or 4.- · (1.) Tbe Censor of Telegra.ms sha.11 ba.ve the 
C.inorof1'el\" powere following ·-
1rama. • 

(a.) Control of the tra.n::smission of all messages by 
a.ny Telegraph Compa.ny ; 

(b.) Control nf the offices, stations, lines and plant 
of all Telegraph Companies, and of the officers 
and employees of euch Companies ~ 

(c.) Power ·to examine every message received for 
tbe purpose of delivery, or intended tobe trana­
mitted, by a Telegraph Company or delivered k> 
a.ny hody within the Colony for the purpoae of 
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being oonveyed to a.ny place outside the Colony 
with a view to its tra.nsmission by telegmph from 
rmy such place, or received in a.ny such plaoe and 
oonveyed into this Colony for the purpose of 
being delivered there or transmitted therefrom • 

(d.) Power to stop; eliminate any portion of, delay 
or alter a.ny euch telegram a.s mentioned in the 
preceding paragra.ph of thie section. 

(2.) Any person who :-
(a.) Refuses or negleots to ca.rry out a.ny order or 

direotion of the Censor of telegra.ms given in 
pursua.nce of the powers conferred upon him 
under tbe provisions of the preceding sub-sec­
tion; or 

(b.) Being within any premises of a. 'relegra.ph 
CompMly refuses or fa.ils to ca.rry out any order 
or direction given by the Censor of Telegrams ; 

is liable to a pena.lty not exceeding t200 or to imprison­
ment with or without ha.rd la.bour for any period not exceed­
ing eix montbs. 

Ce1uwrship oj Po1Jtal Packe-llt. 

1914. 

5. The Uensor of PostaJ Packets sha.11 have the powers Powen ot 

following :- ~ °' 
ta.) Power to deta.in, open,examine a.nd,if he thinks it PMli:eta. 

expedient, to destroy o.11 postal packets addreesed 
or intended to be delivered to, poeted by or 
written to or by, any snbject of a Country at 
war with his Majesty, or any person resident 
wbether temporarily or not, in a country at. war 
with His Mo.jesty or directed tobe sent to such 
Censor nnder the provisions of this Ordina.nce ; 

(b.) Power to detain, open, exa.mine, and, ü he thinks 
it expedient, to destroy a.11 postal paokets 
addressed or intended to be delivered to, posted 
by, or written to or by, rmy person whose corres­
pondence the CJovernor by warra.nt in writing 
under his ha.nd may oider tobe ceneored. 

1.-(1.) Every pereonlanding or embarking at any place~ 
aa ahe Oolony, or being a.n oflicer or member ol the crew of _. .,..._ ........ 
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a.ny vessel sha.11. if required by a. Customs offioer, make a. 
deolaration a.s to whether or not he is carrying or oonveying 
a.ny lettere or other written messages intended to be trana­
mitted by post, or telegraph, or to be otherwise in any wa.y 
delivered. and if so required by a. Customs officer, shall 
produoe to him such letters or messa.ges. 

(2.) Any Cuatoms offi.cer may sea.roh a.ny suoh person 
e.s a.foresaid and any baggage with a viAw to asoedaining 
whether such person or the person t.o whom tbe baggage 
belongs is ca.rrying or conveying any such letters or meBBages. 

(3.) The Customs officer ma.y exa.mine a.ny letters or 
other messa.ges so produoed to him or found on suoh aearch, 
a.nd, unless satisfieil that they a.re of e.n innooent nature, 
eha.11 tra.nsmit them to the Censor of Posta.J Packets. Such 
Censor shall, if he thinks tba.t such letters or messa.ges 
conta.in a.ny message which is intended to he forwarded by 
telegraph, either from this Colony or elsewhere, tnmsmit 
them to the Censor of Telegra.ms. 

(4.) Aily person who mn.kes a. declara.tion under this 
section which is in any way fa.hm, or refuses or negleots to 
produce any such letters or messa.ges, if so required, or 
hinders or obstructs a.ny Customs officer in the performance 
of bis duty under this section iR Ha.hie to a. penalty not 
exceeding .flOO or to imprisonment with or w1thout hard 
Ja.bour for any period not exceeding three months. 

Oe11,sora/1,ip "f N ewspapers. 
7.-(1.) lt sha.U be lawful for the Governor to decln.re by 

proola.mation in the Rugal Ga.zette tha.t as from a. da.te to 
be named therein a. time of emergency shaU be deemed to 
exist, and during the existence of such time of emergency 
the provisions of Sections 7, 8 and n of this Ordina.nce 
sha.11 apply but not otherwiee. 

(2.) The proclama.tion in the preceding sub-section 
mentioned shall remain in opera.tion until revoked by 
proola.ma.tion to be published in the RV'gal Gazette. 

(3.) A copy of the &yal Gazette purporting to ooutain 
a. copy of a.ny such a.\~~lamation a.s a.foresaid sha.11 bc 
evidence of the.due m · g and tenor thereof. 

8. lt sha.11 be unle.wful during a. time of emergency for 
the owner, publisher, print.er or editor of a.ny newspaper 
knowingly to publish or allow to be published in any euch 
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newspa.per a.ny prohibited informa.tion without the consent 
in writing of the Censor of News first ha.d and obtained, a.nd 
any person bereinbefore mentioned who,contravenes tbe pro­
visions of this section is fü-.ble to a. fi.ne not exceeding 1:100 
or to imprisonment, with or without hard la.bour, for any 
peri0<l not exceeding six months or to both. · 

1914. 

9. Any person who during a. time of emergency a.nd r·~I~ for 

without first obta.ining the conaent in writing of the p~h'H,i~ 
C inform&tion or ensor :- aelllng, „tc .• 

new1paper 
(a.) Furnishes or allows or ca.uses to be furnished ooot&1n1ng 1i. 

a.ny prohibited information to any person with 
intent that such prohibited informa.tion sha.11 bG 
published in a newspa.per ; or 

(b.) Seils, tra.nsmits by post or distributes any news­
pa.per knowing tha.t it coata.ina prohibitcd in­
forma.tion; 

is lia.ble to a fine not exceeding .f50 or to imprisonment 
with or without ha.rd Ja.bour for a.ny time not exceeding 
tbree months or to both. 

General. 
10. All ofiences under this Ordinance ma.y be prosecuted Recovery or 

summarily before a Magistrate in the mannJr provided in penaltles. 

the Summary Conviction Ofiences (Procedare) Ordinance 
(No. 1). 

Passed in Council this '11wentieth day of November in 
the year of Our Lord one thousa.nd nine bundred and 
fourteen. 

HARRY L. KNAGGS, 
Clerk of the Oouncil. 



TRINIDAD AND 'fOBAGO. 

Post Office. 

No. 48.-1914~ 

lltlt December. 

AN ORDINANCE to amend tbe Post Office 
Ordin&.nce, ~N~;, 197-:y. .. 

. „ . 

[L.S.] 

GEORGE R. LE HUNTE, 

Gov11J1.NoB. 

21.t Deu111,bcr. l!JH. 

B E it ena.cted by the Govcrnor of Trinidad a.nd Tobago 
with the advice and oonsent of the Legislative Council 

thereof a.s follows :-

1. This Ordinance ma.y be cited a.s the Post Office short Tltle 

(Amendment) Ordinance, 1914. 

2. Section 29 of the Post Office Ordinance (No. 197), is Amendme11tof 

amended by inserting " or the Govemment of any foreign ~~oa 29
1ir;' 

country or Colony" after " Possession " in line 14 uaaoe • • 

thereof. . 

Passed in Council this Eleventh day of December, in 
the yca.r of Our Lord ono thousand nine hundred and 
fourteen. 

HARRY L. KNAGGS, 
Clerk o/ tlte Council. 
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