
BRITISH CARIBBEAN PHILATELIC JOURNAL 

Club News o f the B ritish  Caribbean P h ila te lic  Study Group.

Volume 5 , Number Ij.. July lg g j  "Whole Number

R ussell A. Gifcson, President. R. H. Lant, Seoretary^Treasurer.

A. N. Johnson*, Edit or ,2^10 V irgin ia S t . ,  Baytown, Texas.

EDITORIAL.

There have been some rumors to  the e ffe c t  th at the Jamaican Government i s  contemplating 
a change in  the manner of d istrib u tion  o f th e ir  stamps to  p h ila te lis ts  through an 
** Agency**, sim ilar to  the Ghana and other Agents. A fter seeing the resu lts of the 
handling of several small nations stamps through the so oalled w philatelio Agencies**, we 
are dismayed to  think that th is  might happen to  Jamaica.

A correspondent in  Jamaica w rites us as follows about the situ ation :

**I know that you w ill  be disappointed to  learn th at we are 
giving up New Issues completely.
I mfcst say that there i s  a lo t  happei&bg at th is  end, p h ila te lio a lly ,  
which we do net lik e  at a l l .  A ll  th at I am able to  say now is  that 
the Governmentts idea regarding the future of the stamps of Jamaiea 
w ith regards t o  d istrib u tio n , w i l l  put them in  complete chaos, 
before they are finished and would oompare them to  Ghana#** j

I f  th is  is  tru e , we sin cerely hope that the Jamaican Government considers a l l  of  
the factors involved before oommiting h e rse lf to  th is  policy*

Many small countries with the idoaof making huge p ro fits  by the sale o f th e ir  stamps 
to  p h ila te lis t s ,  have prostituted th eir  stamps in  th is  manner and have in  the lbng 
run paid h eavily  for such, since Agency pressure has caused them to  produoe tremendous 
volumes o f **wallpaper** or *»labels**, th a t have turned many p h ila te lis ts  away from 
them in  d isgu st.

We a t one tim e, oollected Gold Coast and Ghana, but were forced to  discontinue th at  
oountry a fte r  we were swamped w ith unnecessary issu e s.

We are sending a copy of th is  Journal to  the Postmaster General o f Jamaica, w ith the  
plea th at he in vestigate  the p it f a l ls  of such a p o lic y , which can only do a disservioe  
to  Jamaioan P h ila te ly  and Jamaica.

A . N. Johnson, E ditor.

Wo have a oouple of changes of address to  report th is  month*

Ed. Weinberg, P . 0. Box 3Q23, Modesto, C alifornia

and

Donald G. Mason, RoR* 1,  Box 2 77, Decatur, I l l in o is .



ST. VINCENT

By John Medland.

The island of St© Vincenb m s discovered by Christopher Columbus' on St* Vincerrfcts 
Bay, and although he named i t  in  honor of the Saint, he did not actu ally land
upon i t *  In fa c t, St* Vincent m s the la st of the islands to  be settled by 
Europeans *

At the.time of i t s  disoovery, St© Vincent m s inhabited by the Carib Indians, who 
retained undisputed possession of the island u n til 1^27, when Charles I of England 
granted the island to  the Earl of C a r lis le 0 In 1660  the Caribs, after many fierce  
struggles, agreed to  accept B ritish  rule* In by the Treaty of Aix~la-Chapelie,
St* Vincent was declared neutral, but in  1762  m s again seised by the B ritish  ' 
under General Monokton0 ..By the Treaty of raris in  I7&5, St Vincent m s declared 
B ritish  and General M olville m s appointed Governor, but in  I779 the island m s  
captured by the French and m s not restored again to  Great Britain u n til the Treaty 
of V ersailles in 1^ 3 *

The natives of S ta Vincent, the Caribs, wero a fie r c e ly  w ar-like tr ib e , which 
accounts for the late  settlement of the island, for although both Franoe and Spain 
laid claim to  the island, i t  was not u n til 1&&0 , as stated, that the English were 
fin a lly  able to subdue th is  courageous people0 Intermittent b attles between the 
Caribs and th.3 English continued u n til in  I773 an extensive portion of the island  
was allocated to the Caribs* Unfortunately, th is  area m s adjacent to Mount Soufiere, 
and when t h a t ; volcanic mountain erupted in  1812* nearly a l l  of the natives were 
killed© Oisoase has taken i t s  t o l l  of the survivors and so today a l l  trace of the 
Carib Indians has p ra ctica lly  disappeared from the island*

St© Vincent is  one of the Windward Islands, lying approximately £ l miles South-west 
of St* Lucia, 70 miles North East of. Grenada, and 100  miles West of Barbados© The 
island i t s e l f  is  18  miles long and 11 miles wide and contains o£,000 acres of land*
It  is  distinguished by i t s  scenic, valleys and i t s  mountainous Terrain, which is  
crowned by the semi^dormant volcano, Mount Soufriere* The principal dependencies 
of St© Vincent are the Grenadines, a chain of Email islands lyin g between St© Vincent 
and Grenada* The largest of th is  chain is  Bequia, with an area of 7 m iles. In th is  
ohain, as w ell, are the smaller islands of Cannouan, Union and Carriaoou.

St© Vinconb is  sometimes referred to  as the -sBrsadfruit Is le ,f, a name attributed to  
the prominence of the breadfruit tre es, which were brought to  the island by Captain 
Bligh of He Me S» Bounty© i t  is  interesting to note that th is notorious personage had 
a further cargo of breadfruit bound for Sto Vincent on board that shop at the time . 
of the famous mutiny© The ch ief products of the island are, however, arrowroot, 
soa island cotton, sugar, ground nuts, coconuts, cocoa, bananas and spices. V irtu ally  
the entire world supply of arrowroot is  produced in  St© Vincent„

The Capital of St. Vincent is  the c ity  of Kingstown, and the local inhabitants are 
quite in sisten t that the »town?f be emphasised and not simply.slurred into ”ton,!. . 
Other ch ief towns of the island are Calliaqua, the former ca p ita l, Barrouallie,
Layou, Chateaubelair, Colonarie and Georgetown© Two old fortresses guard the island, 
Fort Charlotte, on Kingstown Bay and Fort Duvernetbe, on Youngs Island© These 
fortresses appear on the King George VI issue and w ill  be discussed in more d etail 
in  the consideration of that issue©

S t0 Vincent is  a colony of interest to the stamp collector not only for the beaury 
of i t s  stamps, but for the history and geography of the island, particularly i t s  
extraordinary beauty which remains v ir tu a lly  undiscovered by the modern to u rist.
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St® Luoia Steam Conveyance Co®

Robert Demux has compiled the follow!ng l is t in g  of a r tic le s  appearing in  the p h ila te lic  
press, on the St® Lucia locals® (See Devauxts a r tio le  on these in terestin g  lo ca ls  
in  Volume 1 ,  Number ||, page 38* o f th is  Journal®

B il l ig t s  P h ila te lic  Handbook Vol® XXV St® Luoia S® S® Co®

Br® Caribbean P h ila te lio  Journal 1 November I961 St® Luoia Locals®

Canadian P h ila te lis t May/June I962 St® Lucia Locals®

London P h ila te lis t Sept. I933 P.2I2-I3 St® Luoia S® S® Co®

11 fi Oot® I933, 23^ St® Luoia S® S® Co®

11 « Nov© I933 11

ii if Deo* 1 ^ 3 » P. 255* 279*286 "

P h ila te lis t 193 4̂-® 5*p» 91* Ship Ahoy®

if P* 2*2 • St® Lucia Provisionals®

ti July 19^5, p. 273. n 11

11 Deo® I938 St® Luoia S® S® Co®

St® Lucia Gazette Feb. 25* I87I St® Luoia S® S® Co®

St® Lucia P h ila te lis t I95O No®, 3 , p . 3 , 11, I3 . 11 11

Stamp Review Nov® I938 p® 5®

* * * * * *  * * *  * * *

Bob Devaux also writes requesting Information as follows1

v̂ Can anyone explain the illu s tr a te d  postmark of St® Luoiat

fsT -L V c iiS

! . V . \ /0 O£CJ
■ ' \ 6 $ /

**There i s  what I  b elieve to  be a covb le t te r  a t  th e to p , then a straigh t  
lin e  **S t. Lucia**, followed by the day, month and year in. two lines® The 
d r o l e  is  about 2Cmm® The *5A** oould not be for **Anse-La-Raye** as i t  was 
not opened u n til many years later® At thajr early  date i t  oould only be 
(’Castries**® What was i t  used fo r  and how long was i t  used?**

**Can anyone t e l l  me what his e a r lie s t  mark of **Gros Islet**, w ith th e **Q** 
oode le t te r  i s ? ; .Does anyone have th is  mark la te r  than I9I17?

**I would lik e  to  hear from anyone in terested in  St® Luoia, who may have 
something to  o ffer the group®** (Editors Nobet Rev® Hines*»Numer*l Cancel­

lation s of the B ritish  Empfere**,  shows **A** code le t te r  from C a strie s, St® Luoia)
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BAHAMAS BITS 

By Eddie Adelson.

O ffic ia l figures of the CITY OP NASSAU printings!

CO Crown Agents Bureau 57,000 stamps
Local TO# 760
Total 8o$*66o

lOd. Crown Agents Bureau 57*398
Local 262*080
Total 3i9.lj.78

On A p r i l '3 *. a new 8<*. A ir  L etter Sheet was released in  Nassau® The stamp
imprinted on vhe sheet i s  the same design as the current Q&* w ith  color a red v io le t  
and blaokThe Freedom from Hunger stamps of the Bahamas w i l l  appear in  the future hut 
the release date not known at th is  time*

My current mail from S t. K itts  has some unusual re g is tra tio n  la b e ls ;  S t . K itts  
surcharged on a Nevis Label, a lso  Dieppe Bay orossed out in  in d e lib le  p en cil and used 
at G.P.O. S t . K itts*

* * * * * * * *

Robert Grimble and I have been carrying on some correspondence w ith  reference to  the 
seldom seen boxed mark found on pre-postal le t te r s  from the West Indies to  Scotland 
This mark is  shown in  Green when the addressee i s  in  Scotland*

I expected to  be in  London sometime th is  spring, so rather than w rite Angus Parker, 
about th is  marking, I. thought th at I would see him* I have ju st returned from London 
and has an opportunity to  spend severa l enjoyable hours w ith Angus during whioh time 
I asked abcut the boxed 3 in  green. I t  turns out th at I was in  luck because he had 
ju st gotten a copy of a new booklet by “The Postal H istory Society** which describes tho 
marking* The booklet i s  e n tit le d  “ The A dditional Halfpenny Mail Tax 18l 3~1839M by 
W» G. S t i t t  Dibden. "While th is  booklet i s  concerned w ith  the add ition al halfpenny 
tax  charged on mail carried  by coaches in  Scotland, i t  has some in te re stin g  information 
in  i t  fo r  the B r it is h  West Indies co lle c to rs*  j

The marking I am discussing is  id e n tifie d  as F ig . l£  in  Dibden*s b ooklet. A fte r  
discussing in  Chapter 5* method used in  sortin g mail and forwarding i t  during th is  . 
period, Dibden s ta te s :

The f i r s t  port to  be used as a forward o ff ic e  in  respect to  Scotch le t te r s  was Falmouth 
and the stamp supplied to  i t  (F ig . l£ ) , i s  known used as e a r ly  as July 1823* I t  was 
ra re ly  used, however, and i s  scarce . I t  i s  u su ally  found struck in  green in k; a 
d is t in c tiv e  co lor a lso  used for a series  o f handstamps struck at the port on le t te r s  
from Cadiz, Maltg., G ib ra lta r, and the West Indies and South America and bearing the 
names of the oountry of o rig in  w ith  the le t t e r  *»F** (Falmouth), a t the fo o tj w ith  
which i t  is  normally asso cia ted . * . •



Therefore I  conolude th at the boxed i  in  green of th e kind sketched above and the 
Robson Lowe Type (Hand Struck Stamps of the B ritish  Empire^, are sim ilar in
origin  and the cover I have which i s  addressed to  Fountain Hale near Aberdeen, N*B*
(New B rita in ), and is  from Kingston Feb £, I859* a packet le tte r *  Dibden,
by the way, values these Falmouth markings as upward of s ix  pounds s te r lin g * My 
oover is  backstamped w ith your Type ij. circu lar Kingston mark, (A*P*S. Amerioan 
P h ila t e lis t ,  December I962* p* I92)* in terestin g  that your cover a lso  went to
Aberdeen That seems to  summarize the story on the boxed ■ g marking* I f  you are 
interested in  a c.opy of Dibdenis booklet, i t  is  obtainable from the P ostal History  
S ociety, Ormonde House, Sion H i l l ,  Bath, Somerset, England, for twenty shillings*N

* * * J f c * * 3| « * $

Another item that Robert Grimble has sent to  me,and whioh w il l  be of in tere st to  th e  
Group followss

” Another item in  whioh you may be interested has to  do with the postage due V611 sketched 
a t the r ig h t. L.C.C.Nioholson wrote an in terestin g  a r t ic le  on the postage “  
due.,L',6 and 8 markings on Jamaica local le tte r s  in  the June, lcjcg issue of 
the B ritish  West ^Indian P h ila te lis t  which E. F. Aguilar used to publish*
I obtained my cover from Aguilar some time ago0 Nicholson says in  bis  
a r tic le  that covers th is  mark were used on,, were used only on the Leewards 
roube startin g  in  l fl)j)| and that a l l  the covers that he know of w ith the  
” 6” marking were fro;u Kingston to  May H ill between 1P)|)| and I852® My 
oover is  from Kingston to  MayHill ea, December 3 , 18L(.6s backstamped with  
your Type 5® Recently I aoquited a cover with, the same marking 
which went from Kingston to  Falmouth (Jamaica)* Since Falmouth is  on 
what Nicholson c a lls  the Northside to  Green Island postal route, th is  seems 
to  show th at the nark a t le a st was not re stricte d  to  the Leewards 
route* r^hese marks seem to  be scarce -  the only time that I reo all ever 
having seen one in  auction i s  Robsqnthoweip Jamaica sale of May 29*1957 
and the cover in  th is  sale was also  from Kingston to  May H ill*  The 
oovep I have.- to  Falmouth from Kingston is  dated June 11, ,181$ *  on a Kingston baokstamp, 
your Type and stamped on the front w ith a Falmouth, Jamaica, your Post Town Ciroular  
Postmark Type 3® In terestin gly  i t  was unclaimed and stamped again w ith the,. Falmouth 
marking on August 17* . , ,  . -j. .•

* * * * * * * *

We were very sorry to  receive a notice from the. Queen Elizabeth I I  P h ila te lic  Sooiety  
that due to the fa ct that Miss H arriett Work, th e ir  able editor was unable to  continue 
in  that o ff ic e , and there being no replacement for her a v a ila b le , the Sooiety has 
concluded to  disband* We have enjoyed the exohange of Journals with th is  Group and 
regret th at they are unable to  continue as a group*

t .. . , ft*;* ,* *  .* *

Gale Raymond sends in  an excerpt from a long Caymen Islands artiole. in  .the tNew. York 
Times, A p ril 7, I963, whioh i s  of inberest to  a l l  of us: >

”A place called  H ell -  at le a st p artly  because of i t s  intriguing name, *.
v i c t o r s  drive or oyole to  H e ll, an area perhaps twice the size of a foo t- /
b a ll f ie ld ,  of extremely hard gray coral that ju ts on end lik e  ragged 

t *'; . and irregu lar sswteeth* The cor ail is  quite comparable to  the Tough Hawaiian
la va  flow s, a lb e it  only a few fe e t high and p a rtly  immersed in  swamp water* One 
sea t u r t le ,  held captive in  a pocket of co ra l, i s  being fattened „on tu r tle  
grass and f is h  ju st as the North Americans would fa tte n  a hog or turkey* The 
children -  the only beggars on the island p u ll the 18*“inch tu r tle  out of his



ffpen fo r  everyone to  admire* A new looal sub-post o ff ic e  does a th riv in g  
business in  the is la n d ts  new issue of I5 stamps. Travelers buy them 
here so th e ir  mail w i l l  be cancelled in  **Hell**.

* * * * * * * *
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NEW APPLICATIONS: . . .

The, applicants l is te d  below have applied ffir membership an the Group. In aocordanoe 
with; the C onstitution  th e ir  names are hereby published. I f  no adverse reports are 
received by the. Secretary w ith in  t h ir t y  days, th e ir  names w i l l  be submitted, to  the 
Board of Trustees for f u l l  membership:

B .ARTLETT, EDMUND, f0 J . Henry Sohroeder Banking Corp, 57 Broadway, New York I5 , N.Y. 

EDGCOMB, JULIAN W., 1^0 Canterbury Road, Dewitt l£j_, N. Y.

FRISHMUTH, ROBERT B ., Peach Tree D rive, R.D. ^ 1, Basking Ridge, N .J ., (Near Pluokemin)

HICKS, DR. HENRY D ., V. P . and Dean o f Arts and Soienoe, Dalhousie U n iversity ,
H alifax , N .S ., Canada.

LOCKIE, DR. J. M.Ijii Brandon Health U nit, Brandon, Manitoba, Canada,

* * * * * * * * *

NEW ISSUES*

New D efin itiv e  issues for S t . K itts  and S t . Lucia are on order and Release dates and 
other data w i l l  be announced la te r  in  th is  Journal.

The Crown Agents B u lle tin  No. announces th at the Trinidad ^Freedom from Hunger1* 
issue w i l l  be released on June h . This sp ecia l issue o f th reevalues, 5, 8 an<* 25  ̂
i s  being printed by Harrison and S o n s.,L td ., by the photogravure prooess on CA 
(Block C ap ita ls) watermarked paper. The stamps are 1 .1  x  1 in ch , perforation  to  
p erforation , in  horizontal format. The design, common to  a l l  three stamps, has been • 
produced by Michael Goaman and co n sists  of a symbolic representation o f protein foods 

. together w ith  the o f f ic ia l  symbol of three ears of wheat. The oolors are: 5 cen ts, 
Rust; 8 cen ts, Mustard; 25 os&ts, B lue.

Further P rintings o f current issu es:

B r it is h  Honduras, 5 and 25 »̂

Jamaica, gd. , Id . ,2 d .,2 sd .,^ d », d̂ . ,^d»,0d* ,l/ * , p/**j and +

M ontserrat, J  cen t.

The Red Cross Omnibus Issue i s  on order, but no d e fin ite  Release dates have been given.

* * * * * * * * * *

Bob Topaz w rites th a t he has noted the NHELL** Cayman. Islands TRD as la te  as Dec. ^1 ,  
1962* This mark must have been used more than f iv e  days, as stated  in  our previous. ■ 
announcement. Does anyone have the la s t  date o f use of t h is  mark?



John Medland w rites that Stan Durnin has reported a purple oancel for Union is la n d ,
St Vinoent0 This is  the only one he has seen in  purple, a l l  others being in  b laok.
Does anyone have any information on th is?  John also  reports that he has obtained several 

postcards of St# Vinoent and Grenada w ith Q*VL and K*G.V,, including postal reply cards* v 
He asks fo r  detailed information that anyone may have on these oards*

* * * * * * * * *
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DUES ARE PAST DUE.
exe.' ■ . • • ■ < . . . .  i
"We have a remarkable record of having co llected  a l l  of the I963 dues with the exception  
of eight members# In a group of l l y ,  th is  is  outstanding. To the eight who are not 
y e t paid, please send in  your dues and make i t  lOO^o

* * * * * * * * * *

Reg Lant w rites th at he has run across a couple of Jamaica K3GVI d e fin itiv e s  w ith the  
le tte r s  ” JPCo” , with the ” 0” inclosed in  the ” c” , perforated through the stamp# I 
likew ise have a number of copies of th is *  Bob Topaz suggests that th is  may mean 
^Jamaica Power Co.” , but is  not sure0 The le tte r s  are 'jpum high as follows*

-Doas-anyone know jdefinitely what they stand fo r, Mr# Aguilar or Hersh, can you help 
out?

* * * * * * * * *

PERSONAL MENTION:

EDDIE ADELS ON i s  going marlin fishing, in  Mexico around the f i r s t  of June, and has said  
t h a t !he may get to  Houston and Baytown on the way through* Hope you oan make i t ,  Eddie, 
w ill  have the welcome mat out#

BTRON CAMERON must be real busy, or has gone in to  hibernation* Drop us a l in e ,  Byron, 
and le t  us know what the news is  around the Cayman Islands, and anywhere else  th at  
your ship touches#

JJTAN DURNIN reports that he had a fin e  time a t NWESTPEX” , met Paul Larsen and Ed# 
Ifjn b erg  at the meeting, and said th at E laine, (His one and only), oame home loaded With 
topioals* Sure would liked  to  have been with you, Stan* j

REG LANT and Mrs# Lant le f t  for England, Scotland and Wales the l£th  of May and w il l  
be gone u n til the end of June# Hope that you have a wonderful..trip, Reg, and th a t the  
weather is  b etter than la st year#,

DR# ARTHUR GRISWOLD was a guest speaker at the Nutmeg Stamp Club at a testim onial 
dinner given to  Mr# Holloway, founder and f ir s t  President of th is  Club*

Ralph .Group w rites that he is  working on B ritish  Honduras can cellation s, and expects 
to  send an a r tic le  soon# r

AL JOHNSON AND JOAN wi 11 ' leave for .Asheville, N#C #, on June ^bh for a two weeks stay*
This Journal w il l  be early  th is  month,' as I  am tryin g  to  get i t  out before we leave*
Hope to  see a l l  the kin fo lk  that I  havent. seen in  f if te e n  years#

BRUNO LABELLE w rites th at in  addition to  co lle ctin g  mint B.W.I#, he is  now taking  
up Jamaican cancellations# Know that you w il l  find th is  a very rewarding part of 
your p h ila te lic  in te re sts*  Bruno* I f  I oan help any, le t  me know*
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HOOTEN MITCHELL hasntt w ritten  in  in  a long tim e. Dontt you have some ohoioe b its  
th at the Group would enjoy, Hooten?

CLINT von POHLE should be gettin g  to  the end o f the co llege examinations by new* Hope 
you get through magna cum laude, C lin t , and that you w i l l  fin d  time soon to  resume 
your correspondence.

ERAIUC SAUNDERS continues to  put out a dam good issue o f the King George VI C o llecto rs 
Club. B u lle tin , and get h is spring vegetable garden planted, to o . The weather, however, 
has conspited against him and things are la t e .

Dr* MORRIS SCHWARTZ w rites that he i s  on the way to  ToJi^o w ith  the P sych iatric  A ssn ,, 
on a charter f lig h t*  Hope you have a wonderful t r i p ,  M orris.

ERED SEIFERT, we understand, has been doing a lo t  o f tra v e lin g  la t e ly .

BILL STITT has sent in  a l is t in g  o f O ff ic ia l  Franks and Commissioner!s Franks, th at 
w i l l  appear in  the next is s u e . These franks are from Bahamas*

MARK SWETLAND w rites th at they have a new son, th e ir  f ifb h  c h ild . Congratulations,
Mark*

BOB TOP AZ v is ite d  w ith MILT ERICKSON reoen tly in  Columbus* RUSSELL GIBSON, however, 
was out of pocket as he was having a b a ll  a t *»ROMPEX« in  Denver, a t  the time*

LINN WALLACE is  s t i l l  looking fo r Bermuda m aterial* Anyone ‘having surplus or 
. duplicateonshould get in  touch w ith him.

'DOC YARRY was awarded a C e r t if ic a te  of Merit fo r  h is Hong Kong Exhibit a t th e  C o llecto rs 
Club. Doc, there must have been some t e r i f f i c  com petition, fo r  you to  only receive a 
C e r t if ic a te  fo r  your wonderful Hong Kong*

REPRINT * GETTING POSTMARKS BRCM BRITISH HONDURAS.
' By J . Lea, FRPSL.

The follow ing a r t ic le  has been reprinted from the P h ila te lic  Magazine, A p ril 5, I963* 
a l l  c re d its  going to  Mr. Lea and the P h ila te lio  Magazine.

The small B r it is h  Colony of B r itish  Honduras on the mainland of Central America, 
has a number of sub-post o ff ic e s  which provide the searcher of postmarks w ith much 
work i f  he wants to  obtain a oomplete c o lle c tio n  o f the o ffio e s  open at the present time* 
Even items from such o ffio e s  as Crooked Tree, Monkey River and Gales P oin t, to  name a 
few, are fa r  from oommon and commercial mail is  as rare as hents te e th . That is  the 
p osition  even in  1963*

Most of the postmasters and agents are negroes and do not have a very high standard of 
English* However, in  the North and Western d is t r ic ts  many o f the olerks are of 
Spanish deoent and have that language as th e ir  mother tongue. I t  was in  E958 th at I 
addressed a request to  one of th e se .su b -o ffice s  (S it te e ) , to  stamp and then cancel a s 
cover fa r  me, and i t  so happened th at the c le rk  knew l i t t l e  E n glish . About that time . 
he received a sim ilar request from a c o lle c to r  in  A u stra lia  who wrote in  Spanish. The 
re su lt was thatthe post o ff ic e  o lerk  simply sent my request baok to  the c o lle c to r  
in  Sydney w ith .a  xtcfjpe saying th at he could not read my request!



Months la te r , the oolleotor in  A u stralia ‘wrote to  me sending wg Commonwealth Reply 
Coupons baok with a not© abdut th is  postal d a r k ; around the world but in  more than 
eigh ty daysl

Many of these su b-offices only handle a handful of mail a week and the clerk takes 
l i t t l e  in terest in  his canceller and what i t  reads* The standard canceller i s  a steel-  
one of 2 7-iron diameter with the name of the o ffic e  a t the top and B ritish  Honduras a t the 
bottoms'" normally-the tim e*d a te  - and • year are shown in  the center*- This postmark i s  
generally struck in  black, but I have i t  in  blue from Double Head Cabbage (a gardener»s 
paradise?), in  1956*

Frequently the date may be inverted and the time interchanged in  position with the date, 
etc* Inqgaot on one ocoasibn, Boom was more-concerned with 5 a* m* appearing than the  ̂
aotual date in  May| * • 7:j ;■

-  5 8 -

Some of these sub-fiffices are closed when the Postmaster goes on vacation and then the 
oanceller is  handed in  to the post* o ffic e  in  ohSrge of the area*’-' In I959 I wrote to  
Guinea Grass but it*-'so happened that th is  of£ioe*was closed and the oanbeller held by 
the Postmaster a t Orange Walk$ so the Senior Postmaster of the Orange Walk d is tr io t  
oahoelled my envelope as requested w ith the postmark of Guinea Grass l

The post o ffice s in  the colony are divided into s ix  districts^and in  eaoh d is tr ic t  
there is  a prin cipal o ffic e  which offers a l l  classes of postal work including money 
orders, etc* O ffices open at the end of October 1 9 ^  include the followings

BELIZE DISTRICT
General Post O ffio e, B elize  
Caye Caulker
M askall, Northern River 5 
Gacie Point 
Gales Point'
B urrell Boom (Canceller reads Boom)
Double Head Cabbage
San Pedro, Ambergris Caye ’
Rockstone Pond

Cayo D istriot
Benque Viejo  
Roaring Creek 
Baking* Pot 
El Cayo

Corozal D is tr ic t
Corozal .
L o u isv ille  *
Caledonia
Sarteneja

*Ih‘! addition to  these o ffic e s  the o ff io ia l  l i  
but I  do not have any idea of the' postal dis

Orange Walk D istrict  
■ L Orange Walk 

Crooked Tree 
• San Estevan 

Guinea Grass

Toledo D istrict  
Barrahoo- •
Punta Garda*.
Monkey River

Stann Creek ^ s t r i c t  
Stann Creek
Mullins River ;
S itte e  . . .
Seine Bight
Stan’ Creek V alley (postmark reads

? • l g i  id le s  Sio V alley
Hopkins ' »
Plaoanoia .. «“ l

also, gives Sand H ill and Mango Creek, 
i c t  in  which they are situated*

Registered mail is  very l i t t l e -  used and the only-cachet I  have seen outside B elize is  
one from Baking Pot which is  a rectangular one, 65mm by 15mm w ith the number added in  

♦  •pen oil, the cachet being Struok in  mauVe* *•

* * * * % He « Ht *

With reference to  the above* Your Editor has a cover from Kingston Jamaica addressed to  
Mango Creek, Stann Creek D istrict*
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JAi.ZA.ICA JOTTINGS 

By Robert Topaz,

Things have been a b it  quiet in  some Jamaican c ir c le s  th is  past month or so , but 
some of the a c t iv i t y  has been w ild -  -  which, proves th at you get out o f a subject 

7 what you put in to  . i t ,  ,

TRDts Very few new ones noted, but the follow ing have been seen?

Bohemia noted . 5 Nov. ly f e  by Reg Rant,
E llio re ss  noted 1]| March 1963.
Green Pond noted 27 March 1963*

There has been a querjr about Chudleigh,. This .is  not. a new p o sto ffice  as i t  m s  using 
the TRD back iii Peb of I962 a t le a s t ,  Poes anyone have an e a r lie r  date?

The large Kingston squared c ir c le  mark was reported dated OC 2 00 , w ith  an R2 index.
We also  have had the Jamaican Exhibition squared c ir c le  used on the la s t  date of 
the E xhibition  -  May 1£, I89I, reported from two sources

R ussell Gibson w as.at the. Denver Show. (Rompex) in,May and romped home w ith a oouple 
of prized awards, but a lso  found the follow ing numeral o b lite rato rst

fil.0/21 .A7l|/̂ 3 i.53( renewal )/̂ >3 •.

Byron Cameron reports finding £31/??, another new mark.

The March I963 ed itio n  o f Pan America!s house publication  "Horizons” ,  shows a nap of 
Jamaica on i t s  oover and ca rrie s  a sto ry  o f growing Jayoaioan in d ustry . The map i s  
part of a la rg e r  Frenoh map,dated I685 and is  quite in te re stin g  -  anyone reading 
French, Not as unusual, though, as Cameronts map of 1387*:

Reg Larrb, before he le fb  fo r  England, reported th at the Postmaster at Kingston had 
changed his rubber stamp from'

• POSTMASTER GENERAL ", to  POSTMASTER GENERAL
Kingston, Ja.,B*W .I, KINGSTON, Jamaica,

and to  emphasize the s h ift  to  Independence, we now find the old o f f ic ia l  envelopes have 
'had the words "On Her M ajestyts Servioe" o b literated  w ith about eleven fin e  h orizon ta l, 

lin e s  and below a new in scrip tio n  i s  printed which reads "On Jamaioa Government 
S e rv ice " , Both phrases have a, lin e  underneath them. My example i s  from the Post 
and Telegraphs Department,

There are rumbles -  I hope erroneously -  th at Jamaioa i s  considering having an agency 
represent th e ir  P ostal Department, based in  New York or some suoh plaoe. I, hope not, 
for t h is  would be aLmighty’ blcw tp; Jamaican collectors), , . . ^

Children seldom misquite you. They repeat what you shouldntt have sa id , word for word*
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A notioe in  Limits Weekly Stamp News stated th at our member Earl P. L. Apfelbaum is  
moving into greatly  enlarged o ffice s  ot I5O3-O5 Walnut S tr e e t.,  Philadelphia, P a., 
in  the heart of the business d is t r ic t .  The o ffice s w il l  be only two blooks south of 
th e ir  present quarters and w il l  oooupy the entire second floor of the building, 
affording nearly £000 square fe e t of o ffic e  spaoe, more than double the present area. 
Earl states th at a ten ta tive  date fo r  the move is  June 1s t .

Ed Wienberg w rites in  about a ourious Antigua oancel. 
S.G. Wo. 70 and measures in  diameters

This impression appears on

Ed thinks that the M.0 . 0 . stands for Money Order O ffic e . Does anyone else  have any 
examples of th is  strik e  and i f  so what i s  the offioe of origin and the e a r lie s t  date 
o f use.

f t * * * * * * * * * *

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS

Gale Raymond reports th at he has recen tly  received a large bundle of n on -philatelic  
covers, (local m ail), from a. Tortola frien d . I t  i s  in terestin g  to  note, the wide use 
of the U,o S, Currency overprinted stamps from Roadtown, V irgin Gorda and West End, 
(T,he only B .V .I. p .o . ’ s presently postmarking m ail). Oddly, however, the same: stamps 
UNoverprinted are apparently in  concurrent use, as late, as March 1963. Roadtown .is  
using a new small c ircu lar datestamp, but the machine-cancel is  now the one seen nore 
often .

\ ' ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

Your Editor has been informed of the faot th at Gale Raymond has aocpired an 1160-aore  
Ea.st Texas ranch. Hope that he doesn’ t  letthose two fish in g lakestake up a l l  of his 
stamp time J Gale, are you wearing one le g  of your, trousers in  your boot yet? Or have 
you stocked the ranch w ith c a ttle  yet?

SWAP COLUMN

Wanted, ob literator oancel "A" on Granada QV Id . stamps, w i l l  swap other Grenada 
o b litera to rs. Also wanted Janaioa oanoels from Seaforth, circa  I9IO -I5, on cover 
preferred, but w il l  take stamps a ls o . W ill trade other town cancels.

Robert Topaz.

Wabted, c le a r, f u l l  s tr ik e s , on or o ff  oover, of PINE RIDGE, also  NASSAU & WEST END, 
double-oircle "star" C .D .S ., CORNWALL, WHALE BAY, CAT CAY,(Cat-on-a-key), GAMBIER TRD, 
GRAYS TRD. Offer good swap.

Gale Raymond

WANTED, GIBRALTAR CAMP can cellatio n s, any typ e , on or o ff  oover. W ill give good swap.
A1 Johnson.



/ BAHAMAS HEWS AND NOTES. '
K " ‘ 1 ' • ' * * *

By Gal© Raymond* .

By now, most co lle c to rs  have learned of the recent decision  to  give s e lf- r u le  to  the 
Bahamas* E ffe ctiv e  date i s  January 1 , l offij. and we can expect to  see a new set of stamp 
surely* Let us hope th at i t  i s  not a newrash of overprints,* —  Somewhat b e la te d ly , 
the current 8cUand 10do are being overprinted ”BAHAMAJS TALKS 1962” * commemorate 
the meeting la s t  December of President Kennedy and Prime M inister MacMillan a t  Nassau.
The set w i l l  appear "sometime th is  summer"p The Freedom From Hunger w i l l  be 
released on June [j., and the Red Cross s e t , (Id . and 10d»), on Sept 2 » ân anyone supply 
the name of a Nassau dealer who can service FEGts? f.

The new a ir le t t e r  sheet appeared a b it  e a r lie r  than predicted, on May 8 # 1963* very 
a t tr a c t iv e , w ith a lithograph of the current 8^. stamp* In fa c t ,  i t  looks b e tte r  than 
i t s  o rig in a l 8^0-stamp! The a ir le t t e r  sheet i s  good to  any spot on earth , and does 
away w ith  the previous 7d*. ra te , which to  countries in  the P a c ific  required the 
addition of, a further 5 a . ’ stamp.

A treasure hunt is  strfcngly on in  the Bahamas® B r it is h  coins (as used in  England) are 
used normally in  the Bermudas and Bahamas. In I95O and I95I a r e la t iv e ly  small number 
of copper pennies were minted in  the U* K. e sp e c ia lly  for Bermuda and the Bahamas, and 
a l l  sent out to  the islands* There were ?)[0,000 of the I95O penny and 120,000  of the 
I05I co in , and prices are s t i l l  clim bing. Dealers started  o ff  paying $1*75 each 
(by thousands), for the I95I coin and much higher now.

:■ |
The "new" Ômm o® d. s . sent out to  MQOREtS ISLAND in  February i s  puzzling in  th at i t  ® 
appears id e n tica l in  every respect w ith the one used there since I959. I can c c ly  
suppose th at i t  ran out of year dates and'was returned v ia  GP0 Nassau'- to  U*K. fo r  a 
hew date; r o l le r 0 In th is ' event, can any reader report MOORES ISLAND covers o f Deo*
I962 to  Jan. I963* Moreton Black reports SWEETINGiS CAY i-s cu rren tly  s t i l l  using the 
TRD, and Eddie Adelson has the "West End "AIR MAIL" TRD w ith March I963 date* I

Ed® Drechel, Western Editor o f U. S, News and World Report, recen tly  stopped o ff  fo r  a 
Houston v i s i t ,  and showed me h is c o lle c tio n  of Hahamas paquebot (posted aboard sh ip ), 
covers® I t  included a re a l p r iz e , an I89I1. card to  Germany w ith the old c*d*s* "SHIP 
LETTER,NASSAU"• At le a s t  one previously unreported mark was noted on a 1 Mar* 55 
C* N. So.."LADY SOMERS" cover® The s tra ig h t- lin e  rubberstamp "SHIP MAIL" markings of 
Nassau a re 'w e ll known, taut th is  cover in  which the sans-serifs le tte r s -v e r y  d is t in c t ly  1 
decrease in  s ize  toward the middle, the "SH" and "AL" quite large Sloping to  sm aller 
le t te r s  in  between® This has no appearence of an oddly struok oanoel or a worn out |
"spread" one* Nassau (and more la t e ly  Freeport), ship-m ail markings are a fascin atin g  
subject in  them selves. Although 25O merchant v esse ls  per month now put in  a t Freeport 
(on Grand Bahama), I have not seen i t s  TRD "SHIP-MAIL,FREEPORT", since June I960* 
can readers report la te r  examples, w ith  the name of the .ship?

Morris Ludington has permitted me to  photostat h is 1q)|? INDUSTRIOUS HILL TRD, and i t  
quite d is t in c t iv e ly  d if fe r s  from th e  I9I4.7 one. ’The new discovery is  rank h o rizo n ta lly  
by 52mm w ide, a double l in e  oval, (Type 2OV-8)*- w ith much larger le t t e r s ,  (sharp,not . j 
"spread "), and no comma a fte r  HILL* The one lin e  date Nov 16 l o)[P i s  a t a sloping angle® 
Thus, you see th at .-the day of new'Bahamas postmark d iscoveries has not passed $ YOU may 
be the next to  fin d  a new one* Be sure to  share your d iscoveries with' u s, a t le a s t  j
information-wise* v -

- 6 1 -

Nothing is  opened more times by m istake, than the mouth*
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A CHRONOLOGICAL POSTMARK HISTORY OP THE

POST TOWNS OP JAMAICA
by

ROBERT TOPAZ.

IN TRODUCTION: This series of a r tic le s  is  intended to  give a l is t in g  of post­

marks used in  eaoh o f the p ostal agencies and postoffides of Jamaica in  the 

order in  -which they were put in to  use and an approximate time of usage* I t  w i l l  

be only as oomplete as the knowledge th at we can amass w ith the help of a l l  the  

interested B*W*I, co lle cto rs* and everyonets help w il l  be needed to  make th is  

as complete and correct as possible* .

The myriad postmarks o f the post towns have dazzled co llecto rs for some time and 

try in g  to  fin d onets way through the maze has bothered everyone for years and years*  

The constant reference to  magazines* books* pamphlets and back again has been not

only fru stratin g  but annoying* For my part* I  have an amazing f a c i l i t y  to  always
% * -

find the correct reference on the bottom of the p ile *  And so -  an attempt to  

compile the oomplete story in  one lis t in g *  The follow ing references were used as 

source m aterial:

Jamaica* etc* I928 Collett*Edwards*Morbon and Nicholsc

Jamaica Pre Stamp Covers 1760-1860 Nicholson.

Jamaica TRDts I88I-I938 Nioholson

Jamaica O bliterator Numbers Nioholson

The P h ila te lic  Handbooks of Jamaica 1^.9 and 1^60* 1 Aguilar*

Jamaioa Post Towns Morton*

Post O ffice  Guide* I962

Th th is  was added the information and m aterial gathered from the oolleotions of  

Clinton von Pohle* Reg H* Lant* A1 Johnson* M ilt Erickson and several other oolleators, 

a l l  of whom have been most cooperative and t o  whom I  am deeply g ratefu l* L e tts  hope
‘ i

th at th e ir  patience and perseverance do not wear th in  before th is  series i s  completed* 

May I  again sta te  th at t h is  series w i l l  depend on the in tere st and cooperation p f



a l l  the in terested c o lle cto rs  and th e ir  help w i l l  be necessary i f  we are to  f in is h  

the s e r ie s . I t  is  quite fru stra tin g  to  give a l l  of the time necessary and not to  

get the corresponding back flow  of ̂ information.

The follow ing l i s t  of abbreviations w il l  be used in  th is  series and the types  

alluded to  w il l  come from the sources in d ica ted .

Prestamp-markings — a l l  types as lis te d  by Nicholson in  ”Prestamp Covers” pamphlet. 

O bliterator types -  as indioated by Nicholson in  several of h is p u b lication s.

S. R. -  any of the types issued between I859 and I9OO of the sin gle  ring v a r ie ty .

S . C. -  the squared c ir c le  postmarks issued between 1881 and I9OI as typed by
paper by Reg H. Lant and m yself.

D. R. -  any of the various types of double ring marks ijssued between I892 and 1960*

T. R. D. -  any of the types o f  Temporary Rubber Date Stamps as typed by A g u ila r. ■

T* S. D. -  the temporary ste e l date stamps of the la te  l ^ O t s .

oval -  the oval pseudo registered  marks of the e a rly  I99O1s.

B l,  e te . -  the Birmingham type marks as typed by vonPohle*

M. S. R. -  the modern sin gle  ring marks o f the I959 -  to  date e ra .

Please note th a t a l l  measurements are approximate and are taken from the  

outside measurements of the best postmarks th a t we oan fin d . The methods of  

measurement being what they a re , i t  i s  not d i f f i c u l t  to  fin d  an area of d is - ,

agreement on s p e c ific  measurements, but they should not vary muoh more than i  mm#

“  63 -

And so to  the l i s t i n g .



Aberdeen in  St* Elizabeth Parish* F irst

1 * D*R. 29 mm* diameter 55mm high le tte r s

2 * °ro l 13 JY 50 1 An 35
This mark had the word ’’REGISTERED** defaced in  i t s  e a rly  stfikefi but by 
I955 defaoing m aterial is  a l l  but worn o ff  and the word ’’REGISTERED”
can be seen again*

3 - TRD type 37a in  v io le t  ink 30 JU 1955 . 116 JY 1955

TRD as above but black ink ' 1 JY I9 53 2 JY I956

5* M.S.R. 2j k  mm* diameter, 2k  le tte r s DE 2̂  55 JA 26 62

opened on November 6» 1 ^ 1 *

EDK FE ,7 33 LKD OC 25 1$

ABQDKIR 

1 ,  TRD 

2« Oml

3* Oml

in  St* Ann Parish  

type 37 in  v io le t  ink

F irst opened on 2 JULY, 1914.9*

2 j y  15^9

in  v io le t  ink ljj_ MR 3I
This mark had the word ’’REGISTERED” -defaced. ‘

in  black ink 2P NO 58
By 1 ^ 0  th is  mark showed no sign of defaoement*

3 MR I952 

16 JU 51

2lj. BE 60

ABOVE ROCKS in  St* Catherine Parish F irst opened on I4. August, I9O8

1* TRD type lĵ  in black ink has been reported -  no dates available.
2 3/l|. mm* letters.

2* B*R* 27 diameter NO I2 llj.

3* D.R. 2^ ” mm diameter,' 3 3/̂ . mm* letters' AU 17 3 3

Ij.* M.S.R* 25k mm* diameter, 2k letters 3̂ ??
There is an asterisk above the date*

ADELFffiE in  St. James Parish F irst opened in  I876

1* O b lit. #  398# type 0 -  00 15 00

2* S. R* 2$ i  amu diameter, 2s a®u le t te r s .  ? DE 30 01

3* TRD type has been reported in  I9C2 but dolor ink and d e fin ite  type s t i l l  
. net confirmed* Some reports l i s t  th is  as type 12*

lj.* D* R. 2Bs  mm* diameter, 2* le tte r s  DE 8 05 NO 29 I 7

5,. D, R. 27^ mm.diameter, 35- mm. le t te r s .  OC I7 26 39 t
In I932 the inner lin e  of th is  mark shows severe wear and by I939 " 
a l l  ‘uhat remaind o f th is  mark, in  my opinion, i s  a th in , wavering 
sin gle lin e *  I  believe i t  is  a l l 't h e  same nark*

OC 1 7  29.

I t f n i  

NO I9 56
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ADFUjPH I -  (continued)

6 *' D* R* ? 54 mm* le t te r s  *38?
This appears to  be a .sim ilar mark in  many, respects but 
lin e s  of the double c ir o le  now show up quite stro n gly .

7* ‘ M.S.R. 23imm.diameter, 2s mm. le t te r s  , SB 23 5I4.
This mails: has an a s te r is k  above the date.

opened on 2I4. November, 193^

,ap  28 36 My- 7 59

OC 11 £0 JU ? 62

AIRY CASTLE in  St* Thomas Parish F irs t  opened on £ December, 19^ *

1 # D.R. 2 ^  Mnn-* diameter, 34 mm. le t te r s  JY 2O 37

2 « M.S.R. 23^ mm* diameter, 2§mm. le t te r s  MR 7
This mark has an a s te r is k  above the date.

ALBANY in  St* Maryts Parish F ir s t  opened on May 2O# X897

1 # TRD type 8 in  black . ‘ 97

2« D.R* 262 bbi»’ diameter, 3 mm* le t te r s  £0 DE 97 MY 7
This mark has dots oh both sides of the word Jamaica which apparently  

. have worn o ff  by l ^ l *  This seans lik e  an exoessive period of use for t h i s  
mark, but I cannot find any d ifferen ces between th e  e a rly  and la te  marks 
exoept for th e missing d ots. The spacing between the inner and outer rings  
seem a b it  wider than th e normal spacing of the double ring marks.

3* M.S.R. 232'mm. diameter, 2s le tte r s  *_ FE 10 60 MR 30 £1

ALBANY RAILWAY a t the town o f ^Lbany as above opened sometime a fte r  l^OO*

. 1 * The f i r s t  type ” Jamaica Railway” mark in  e ith er blue or red ink* The red mark 
i s  more unoommon than th e b lu e. Known -  1  ̂ AU 0]_j_ 10

2 * Ihie secodd type ” Jamaioa Government Railway” in  eith er "blue or v io le t  ink* The 
v io le t  ink mark is  much rarer than the b lu e .

Known -  12 DE lj^ 23
This mark is  reported to have been in  use in to  l Q?j| a t le a s t*

ALBERT TOWN in  Trelawney Parish F irst opened on JJv February, I 9Q2

1. TRD type I2 in  b lao k  in k 5 MR 02 MR 03

2» D. R. 28 Mm diam eter, 2 mm. le t t e r s 00 6 29

3 * D. R. 28 mm. diam eter, mm le t t e r s OC 21 38 se  16 60

4 * B3 JY 2l  & JY 11 6 1 '
(To be continued)

23 57

h

AENON TOWN IN Clarendon Parish F ir st

1 * D, R. 29 mm. diameter, mm. le tte r s

2 » M.S.R. 2$ i  mm. diameter, 2 k  mm* le tte r s

d,? 
the both

FB 8 6 2


