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EDITORIAL. ■ ,

Robert Topaz, our immediate Past President, and Group Leader for Jamaica, has 
undertaken a stupendous- job , in  attempting to  delineate a l l  o f the postal markings 
from a l l  of the post towns1 in  Jamaica, past and present* He plans to  c irc u la rise  the 
rough copy, a lph abetized ,, to  a number o f  our members prior to  printing in  the 
Journal* In order to  help Bob .in  th is  la rg e 'ta s k , I t  behooves us a l l  to  oheok our 
co lle ctio n s and return the copy to  him as soon as p ossib le , so that he may c o lla te  
the in fom ation  and make the data as complete'as 'possible the f i r s t  tim e, thereby 
avoiding the n ecessity  fo r putting out corrections and additions la te r*  Also any
one having sp ecia l or unique cancellations from Jamaica, please send the d e ta ils  to  
Bob fo r  inclusion in  the l is t in g *  This is  something th at has been badly needed by 
postmark co lle cto rs  fo r  a long tim e, I f  everyone cooperates and sends th e ir  records 
to  Bob, we w il l  have a lis t in g -th a t  w i l l  be of substantial help to  a l l  o f us*

On Sunday, July 1]̂ , your Editor and Joan were p rivileged  to  attend a unique stamp 
meeting at the home of Mr. and Mrs® J© Ml C„ Cryer, at Port Lavaca, Texas* Mr* and 
Mrs. Cryer are both prominent Texas p h ila te lis ts *  Over a hundred persons attended 
the meeting, (husbands and w ives), from a radius of around 25O miles from Port 
Lavaca* There were no formal ta lk s  or speeohes, everyone ju st se ttle d  down w ith 
others o f lik e  in te re s ts , in  two large nstamp dens” ,(an  in te g ra l part o f the Cryer 
home), and showed th e ir  co lle ctio n s to  eaoh other, traded, talked stamps, and 
enjoyed themselves gen erally , besides making many fin e acquaintances fo r  futhre 
oontaotso To top the day o f f ,  the Cryers had arranged fo r a splendid barbecue 
luncheon, w ith a l l  the trimmings* I t  was a most remarkable meeting - and ..suoh h o sp ita lity  
w i l l  be long remembered* Thanks fo r a nice day, Jim and Corita*

NEW MEMBERS

BARTLETT, EDMOND, Address, 57 Broadway, 'New York 18# N*Yo, JDocupatxon, .Banker, 
o o lle c ts  B r itish  America

CHASE, ERANCIS H., P* 0. Box Jj8, Plunkett, Saskatchewan, Canada, Occupation, Farmer, 
C o llects  Hong Kong, New Zealand, some A frioan  Colonies, Bahamas, Barbados, Falkland 
Islands, Rhodesia j* S p ecia lty , Rhodesia,' Member of Rhodesian Study C irc le , London,
B. P* A« Ltd., Royal Canadian F.S»,

EDGCOMB, JULIAN W*, loO Canterbury Road, DeWitt 1]̂ , N#Y. Occupation, Attorney, 
C o llects  B r it is h  Colonies in  Caribbean, sp ecia lizes in  Jamaica, Member o f S*P*A* 
and J*S*G0

FRISMUTH, Robert B* Peach Tree, D rive, R*D* $1,  Basking Ridge, N,J«, (near Pluokemln, 
N*J©), C o llects  Mint B r itis h  Colonies in  Western Hemisphere including Falkland 
Islan d s, Used Trinidad* Member o f B*F*A*, B*W«X*S*G*
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KBIT lELLERS, continued:

HICKS, DR. HENRY D> Dalhousie U n iversity , H alifa x , Horn S co tia , Canada, occupation 
Vice President and Dean of Arts and Science, Dalhousie U n iversity, c o lle c ts  Pre-stamp 
materia!!, proofs, assays. S p ecia lty , Bermuda. Member Royal P h ila te lic- S ociety  
o f . London, Royal Canadian P.S.-, B .1J.A. P h ila te lic  S o cie ty , Essay Proof S o cie ty .

LOCICIE, UR. J . U.., r/z Brandon Health Unit, Brandon, Manitoba, Canada, occupation 
Doctor o f M ed icin e ,'C o llects, T.'est In d ies, Bermuda, B r it is h  Honduras, B r it is h  Guiana, 
Bahamas. S p e c ia lt ie s , Cayman Islan d s, S t.L u c ia . Member of Trinidad P .S .,  C o llecto rs 
Club o f Hew York, J .S .G ., King George VI C o llecto rs S o cie ty . \

OLSEiJ, HISS FLORENCE H ., address 101 , West 55th S t . ' ,  Apt 7J, Hex? York 1q,  H .Y.i 
(except between Iky I5 u n til Thanksgiving, RFD ;' l ,  South Salem, H.Y. C o lle cts  Bahamas, 
Canada, Jamaica and U.S. Flowers on stamps. liember of A.T.A. Hiss Olsen also; 
advises that she co lle cts ' stamps from I s r a e l,  U.S F irst Day Covers and would lik e  to  
c o lle c t  Canadian F.D.C»s, i f  she could lo cate  a source.

HEW APPLICATION. i

The applican ts l is te d  below liave applied for membership in  the Group. In'accordance 
with the C onstitution  th e ir  names are hereby published. I f  no adverse reports are 
received by the Secretary w ithin  t h ir t y  days, th e ir  names w i l l  be submitted to  the 
Board o f Trustees fo r  f u l l  membership:

HARDIITG, CHARLTOII C .C ., 1[{01 Pennsylvania A ve., Apt. HI50^, Wi lmington Delaware. 

HARRIS, C. Gordon, ^ .R eagan Road .Winnipeg l j ,  b a n ., Canada.

MIRER, HAROLD C ., 2OO E. £ lst S t . ,  Ilia leah , F lo rid a .

MORGAN, RICHARD H ., P»0 .Box I26* Princeton, H.J.

EVAlfS, JAi.ES F . , 3769 West l^gth S t . ,  Cleveland 11 , Ohio.

AVEY, F . MARTIN, 23I Clarence S tr e e t, B rantford, Ont. Canada. ;

Ur. Stanley Ineson has donated ” The Post O ffice in  Barbados” , by Herbert Bay le y , 
to  the Library
Mr. Livingston T. Dickasen has donated Banner Rooke Catalogue of A p ril 25* I965, on 
Granada to  the L ibrary.
Ur. James B. Hale lias donated two Corimonwealth Catalogues, I953 SG Catalogues for 
I952 and Icjrip four other catalogues and the S t . Lucia P h ila te lis t  fo r  lo[(_9, I95O 
and 19^2* Thanks to  a l l  of you donors. T7e are s t i l l  looking fo r  someone Who 
would nave the time to  act as our L ib rarian . To set up the L ibrary and handle the 
loan of th e books and pamphlets to  our members. Do I hear 1}. Or 5 o ffers?

M illions long for immortality who do not know What to  do w ith themselves on a 
rainy Sunday afternoon.



BRITISH HONDURAS: STAND CREEK VALLEY P. O.fs 
By Gale Raymond.

About XO miles south o f B elize* on the ooast l ie s  the v illa g e  of Stann Creek,
from which runs inland a f e r t i le  v a lle y  aboub 2Lj. ailes- long. This v a lle y  i s  the B.H. 
citrus-growing area, prim arily grapefruit and oranges, but ju st a fte r  the turn o f the 
century, bananas were the large main crop, and a narrow gauge railw ay was providing 
transportation by about I9IO to  Commeroe Bight p ort. The banana industry, hard h it  by 
the Panama disease, soon died. For the c itru s  industry a new all-w eather road was 
completed in  ld j .0 to  Stann Creek Town, and now connects w ith  other roads to  B e lize , 
disregarding the long-established Stann Creek P*0., these few paragraphs w i l l  deal 
so le ly  with P .Q .is along the V alley i t s e l f , — and a puzzle they are indeed! My notes 
are based only on the few items of postmarks, covers and data in  my f i l e s ,  and do 
not attempt to  solve anything, serving only to  organize the confusion®

F irs t  item in  my c o lle c tio n  i s  a double-ring 31mm datestamp (TRD?) in  purple, dated 
Maroh 25, I9I5, which apparently reads nSTANN CREEK RAILWAY” , although not a l l  o f the • 
la s t  word i s  on the stamp. A mm TRD sim ilarly  worded has been reported for lo l^ . 
This would appear to  have been a Traveling P.0. (TPO) aboard the tra in  serving tne 
whole v a lle y . COMMERCE BIGHT, the p ort, had a p . o. sometime during th is  period, 
but postmarks and dates are unknown to  me. In 1q)|)| Robert S . Gordon lis te d  existence 
then of a P. 0 . named "STANN CREEK VALLEY” , but my only example of a postmark so 
inscribed is  on a I952 cover, a small purple double-oval TRD. In I958 B elize  GPO 
LISTS, the P .0 , was lis te d  as "STANN CREEK VALLEY-?? MILES” ; was a postmark so 
inscribed? POMONA, about la  milesup the v a lle y , was lis te d  by 1q)|)|. I have a Jan.
3.914.7 registered cover (small double-oval TRD), P.O. was closed certa in ly  hy Logo,  my 
next GPO L is t  •

As STANN CREEK VALLEY P .0 .  has continued to  be l is t e d ,  I have tr ie d  repearedly since 
WT II  fo r  i t s  postmarks on oover, with only the one oover to  Show for my e f fo r ts ,  and 
that one having been bought from a dealer! J . Lea reoencbly reported i t  had3a  I962 a' 
postmark (c .d .s*? ) inscribed ” 18* Miles S/C? V alley1*

l̂ y o u rio sity  again piqued, I decided th is  time on annew approach, and asked assistance 
o f the manager of the C itrus Co. o f Br. Honduras, Ltdo, residing at Pomona in  Stann 
Creek V alle y . This time proved su ccessfu l, and he most kindly sent a Company o ff ic e r  
up the V alley for information and postmarks. According to  his le t t e r ,  (June I963), 
mail to  V alley  residents normally oornes and goes through Stann Creek Town P .O ., and 
there is.new "only one Government Post O ffioe in  the V alle y , and th is  is  a t Mile 2.&1*
I t  serves about fam ilies , w ith  mail a rriv in g  by truck dnoe or twice a week 
to  ii.he P .O ., which i s  a farm-home of Isaac D aniels,■ Postmaster.  He reports opening 
date of his p osto ffice  as Maroh 2 * I965* whioh might w ell be, sinoe le ss  than a year 
ago i t  was located a t MILE 18il^And yet his only oanoeller i s  already almost i l le g ib le !  
an undated, seal-type oanoel, white le t te r s  against black background, ”20 MILES” at tppi 
” STANN CREEK,B.H*” a t bottom The boxed rubberstamp R egistry mark is  inscribed ”20 
MILES, STANN CREEK,BRITISH HONDURAS,R»No« ” . So that would seem to  be now the
Pj.0. name tath er than the e a r lie r  ” Stann Greek Valley** —  or i s  it? ?  22 MILES?
18s MILES? 2O MILES? And have there been ever e a r lie r  designations, with distinctive!' 
cancels? I t  is  quite a mystery, th is  hodgepodge o f V alley P .O .is and postmarks, and : 
u n likely  to  be cleared up without some p ostal-h istorian  a c tu a lly  v is it in g  the V alle y . 
Any volunteers? W ell, a t le a st you CAN send in  any and allinform ation from YOUR 
oolleotion  to  the author -  please -  dates, tra c in g s, information, toward solving the 
"MYSTERY OF STANN CREEK' VALLEY” .  . c



Mr. Daniel W. Vooyfe has again assumed the Editorship of the PHILATELIC LITERATURE 
REVIEW, a qu arterly  Journal o f the P h ila te lic  L iteratu re A ssociation , and devoted to  
the dissemination of information on the vast f ie ld  o f P h ila te lic  L iterature* We 
have received copy o f Volume 12,  No* 1 , a 32 Pag® magazine, containing a number of 
fin e  a r t ic le s *  ^Centenary of the P h ila te lic  Press»l by X.N. &. M. W illiam s, two 
w e ll known p h ila te lio  w rite rs , NWHY POSTAL HISTORY ,̂ by C, M. N ichols, an a r t ic le  
on LoN. & M* Williams j «A Jamaica Bibliography11, "The German P h ila te lio  Sooiety**, 
and a number of other a r t ic le s  on stamp lite ra tu re *  A ll  in  a l l ,  a most excellen t 
Journal fo r  the c o lle c to r  in terested  in  obtaining lite r a tu r e  pertaining to  his 
stamp in te rests*  Mr.'Vooys says that there are a tremendous number o f reference 
publications a v a ila b le  to  th e ' p h ila t e l is t ,  and i t  is  his purpose to  provide suoh 
information through the Review* Membership in  the P h ila te lio  L iteratu re Assn.,which 
includes a subscription to  the Review is  |go00 per year, and the address is  P.O*Box 
237, Jamestown, New York* ■

“ 69 “

Robert W® Grimble ‘ hasw ritten in  about about the information given in' the July Journal 
pertaining to  the green boxed i  mark, on le t te r s  to  Sootland* He says: ,fThe mark is  
green only i f  i t  i s  a Falmouth packet l e t t e r .  The g- markings on mail to  Sootland in  
the years I8I3 “  I859 tXa°k is  very common and s ig n if ie s  the payment o f the 
ad d ition al tax* Tne marking in  green i s  the rare and unusual- item and from a l l  I 
have been able to  learn  was applied only a t Falmouth and is  sim ilar in  r a r ity  to  
the se r ie s  of handstamps w ith  ” F” at the fo o t, shown in  Robson Lowe is  Handstruck 
Stamps book as figu re  I67, page l )|j|ft .

Clinton von Pohle reports that he has a oqpy o f ADELPHI, Jamaica TRD, type 12» 
which apparently has not been recorded p reviou sly . A guilar shows Adelphi as having 
TRD Type 1^. Unfortunately the year date is  not shown on C lin t ts copy, ju st 5-5I—  
The mark i s  in  purple in k , and the date w ritte n  in  by hando

SWAP COLUMN.

Have the follow ing to  swap: Bahamas blocks w ith  control Nos. I58 I67 in c lu s iv e ,
Barbados 235“ 6* 238“ 9 * ?)|T> 2i|3 l^ , 2i|S- 50 , blocks without control numbers, Caymans . 
81*100, 108,108A,II7, Grenada I7I-I73  Montserrat 127,5 FDCs Barbados 207^8 and Cayman 
1)|? s in g le s , threes and b lo ck s, a l l  used. Stanley B. Ineson.

I  am in terested  in  buying or swapping any covers from S t . Lucia, to  'date.
Robert J . Devaux.

Wanted, GIBRALTAR CAMP ca n ce lla tio n s, any ty p e , on or o f f  cover, w i l l  give good swap.
A. Johnson.

Would l ik e  to  swap mint Jamaica, Bahamas and Falkland Island Dependencies fo r 
other mint B.W .I. Write me vhat you have and need*.

Charlton C.C. Harding*

Wanted o b lite ra to r  oancel on Grenada QV Id* stamps, w i l l  swapcther Grenada 
o b lite ra to rs . Also wanted Jamaica cancels from Seaforth, oirad 1 1̂ 0 *1^, on oover 
p referred , but w ill, take stamps a ls o . W ill trade other town can cels.

Robert'Topaz. '



NOTES ON ANTIGUA 
By Mark Swetland.

To those *nho had been looking forward to  an a r t ic le  in  the la s t  Journal, I humbly 
tender my apologies. Our f i f t h  youngster, a son, arrived March 5, and thoroughly 
disrupted th is  household.

Due to  the response from several correspondents, we have more information to  report 
in  th is  Issue of the Journal® More le t te r s  w i l l  most certa in ly  be even more helpful 
and assuredly most appreoiatedo I am looking forward to  hearing from a l l  the members 
and receiving th e ir  viewpoints on these motes®

The watermaiks on the f i r s t  issue o f Antigua are found in  various position s, upright, 
amd sideways for the small s ta r watermarks and normal, reversed and inverted on the 
Crown and C C watermark. Perhaps th is  la t te r  even occurs inverted and reversed. I t  
is  a lso  probably that the same variations oocur w ith the Crown and C A watermark, but 
none of them have come to  my atten tion  y e t .

Commander P. W. C ollins of Winchester, England, f i r s t  brought to  mji a tten tion  the fact 
that the watermark, (sna 11 s ta r ) ,  on the 1863"X867 issue occurs both with the points 
upright and with the points sideways. A reference to  th is  fa c t was located in  a book 
on the stamps o f the B ritish  West Indies, published by the P h ila te lic  Sooiety, London, 
in  I89X* This reads as follows* 5

"In  I87I4. some correspondence took place in  the columns o f the "Stamp Collector»s \ 
Magazine", pages £3, 05 and 110, as to  certa in  v a r ie tie s  of watermark that had been 

jio tioed  in  the early  issues of Antigua. I t  appears that the ffcrst watermarked stamps , 
had the sta:r with one point up and that during the issue o f the penny in  orange-Ver
m illion , the paper waswatermarked with a sta r  w ith two points up. Except fo r  enabling 
a c o lle c to r  to  deteimine the approximate date of a' p articu lar .specimen, the fa c t 5 
appears o f small importance— — - " .
" I t  is  possible that there may have been, two such wire frames employed, but, in.any case 
these v a r ie t ie s , while deserving perhaps o f passing mention, do not appear to  the > 
Sooiety to  be more worth cataloguing than the numerous v a rie tie s  o f inverted water
marks, e t c . ,  which may be found in  any other countries©"

A fter these excerpts from th is  book were reported to  Commander C o llin s , he was kind ' 
enough to  check further and has since forwarded the following additional, information!

"Regarding the small sta r watermark and whether i t  should be upright or sideways, I have 
a very in terestin g  chat with Mr. K0 J® A© 0 . Manning about th is  and he t e l l s  me.that 
researoh has been done by him self, and, in  particular*, by a Mr. Marshall and that 
no d e fin ite  conclusion could be reached about it© He to ld  me that when printing begarf., 
the woman who a ctu a lly  did the work was oareful to  place the sheets w ith one point 
of the sta r upward, but, as the plate was nearly square, she did .not continue th is  
for long and i t  i s ,  th erefore, e n tire ly  a matter o f ohance which way the watermark 
occurs"©

Under these circumstances, the question s t i l l  remaining in  my mind is  whether a l l  
values of th is  issue occur in  about the same proportion o f upright and sideways water- 
makr or is  there one p articu lar value where the sideways watermark is  more scarce.

There i s ,  in  addition, the question whether anyone e lse  i s  in terested  in  th is  matter ' 
besides m yself. Opinions from the members are solicited®

With the change to  the Crown and C C watermark, i t  becomes possible to  distinguish  
now whether a watermark is  inverted or reversed. Suoh a watermark can also  be both



inverted and reversed* In terest in  -watermark v a r ie t ie s  appears to  be higher on the 
English side o f the ocean than here but I tru st  th at those Who are le s s  in terested  
w i l l  nevertheless help .out* The Crown and C C watermark was used on the issues o f 
1872* I876 and I879«> So fa r ,  Bob Topaz has reported the Id* lake, o f I872 w ith  water
mark reversed* I have copies o f the Id* lake-rose o f I876 w ith  watermark reversed., 
and the £d0 blue-green o f I876 w ith watermark inverted* Perhaps the readers o f these 
notes, w i l l  go through th e ir  co lle c tio n s  and d u plicates to  see what other v a r ie t ie s  
can be found. There i s ,  o f course, no reason why these issues should or could not 
e x ist w ith  watermarks in  a l l  positions* I f  such a study has already been made, an 
a r t ic le  on th is  in  a future issue o f the Journal would be a&st helpful*

Other le t te r s  and information have been reoeived from Mr* Angus C* Parker, Mr* W. . 
Cornell and Mr* Kenneth Sasgeant© Since these a l l  re la te  to  other m atters, th e ir  
contents w il l .b e  held for a future issue of the Journal. .

P a d  Larsen w rites as follows? *’ 1 am try in g  to  gather some information r e la t iv e  to  on- 
cover usage of the Leeward Islands Q*V. Sexagenary overprints of, I897 (S.G or Soott ■
9 - 1£)* I f  you are luoky enough to  have any..of th is  m aterial. — ——  —  *
I would a lso  l ik e  to  contact any other BCPSG member who might have any o f th is  m aterial* 
Can you suggest anyone e lse  besides Stan ^urnin and Gale Raymond?
In addition  to  any members suggested by you or Stan, I plan to  se le c t some l ik e ly  
prospects from the membership l i s t  to  contact© However, in  order to  contact asmany 
members aspossible,. I would appreciate a short «plug,f for th e project in  the Jourhal*
I t  could s ta te  that. I  would l ik e  to  send a copy o f a form to  any member having any 
on-cover Leeward Islands Q V Sexagenary. overprints 0 I would a lso  l ik e  inform ation as to 
whether any member has, or hasseen, a copy o f the ■ Jd* value w ith a genuine inverted 
overprint” 0 Any'-of the members who have m aterial o f t h is  typ e, please w rite  .Paul, 
and he w i l l  send you a form to  oomplete and return©

HEW ISSUES, HEW PRIHYIHGS, WITHIMWALS, etc,, ‘

Bahamas Talks I962 Commemorative con sistin g o f two ..values of the current d e fin it iv e  
is su e , 8d© and lOd* were overprinted ^Bahamas Talks .1962$, by Bradbury Wilkinson & C o., 
and were released on July I 5 , 1963* an<̂  'w ill remain on sale for 5 months.

Release dates on the new d e fin it iv e  issues o f St* Lucia and S t. K itts  w i l l  be 
announced soon©

Change from Script to  Block watermarks'Antigua, 2 t- 3 , }±9 5, 6, 8 >l2  and 214. cents* ’

The Red Cross Omnibus issue was designed by V W hiteley, printed by .Bradbury Wilkinson' 
and Company,, lithographed in  a horizontal format, s ize  )|pmm by '27 mm per f 6 r a t i  on,, to  "  
p erforation , watermarked CA (Block C a p ita ls ) . Colors? Vignette -  Cross and datesin  red. 
B o rd e r-  Lower va lu es, b lack , higher values b lu e0

Further printings o f Current issues?
Grenada, 1 ,2 *3 >)±»5 *6»7> an(i 12 cen ts. July 9 th ., a lso  25 and 50 cent£, June.11. 
S t . Lucia, 6 cen ts, July 22 ®

Economy -  a way of spending money without gettin g  any fun out o f i t *
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EARLY ST. LUCIA MARKS.
IT?? -  I878

By Robert Demux.

This l i s t  i s  assumed to  be complete, anyone with additional infornation, please
oontact the w rite r .

I779 Covers e x ist from the fourth B ritish  occupation, I762-I783© The e a r lie s t  
known dated I779*

I783 I t  is  possible e a r lie r  or la te r  French occupation 0overs exist# St# Lucia 
was French from I783 *” 17% "

17 %  The B ritish  recaptured the island in  I79I4.0 but .lo st i t  to  the French 
again in  18Q2 «

I8O3 During the la s t  French occupation of S t. Lucia, 1802 «* 1811# a post o ffic e
was opened at C astries on June 22  ̂ 18 3̂ *

18%  The French f in a lly  ceded S t. Lucih to  B rita in  in  l S l ^  'the th irteen th  and 
la s t  change in  th is  hundred and * f i f t y  ■ year stru ggle.

About th is  time thetwo marks below appeared5

lg y -

1814;

S T L ocj^ * 1 know very l i t t l e  about th is  mark
•A«ftQ -

*  ^ v c .

MR-
' The **Fleuron** typo comes w ith or without the yearo

K .v .

The **Ship Letter** mark appeared about 18)jl -  i 860"

s r  -■  •’
’u  j p j 't p  is

v \;/• ,  ̂* The paqueoct mark mayf also have been used about th at time?

The **Crowned Circle** paid mark stamped in  red was introduced at C astries 
on May 1 ,  1811)| and sused u n til G<3 «, Stamps were issued in  I8580

This mark was; used w ith  the date stamp shown below 
from 1852’ *']*.
On several occasions th is  mark was used as a provisional 
a fte r  18p8  .and always struck,, in . black, the la test-u se  
in  l^Ojje ' -r ' ' /iv.- •
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1850

1850

I852

1858

The Government introduced an ” Inland — Post” and issued th is  mark on Maroh
16* 185®*

INLAh 0"p'X^TAift 

P A J  ^

The name” inland” is  deceiving as the m ail m s 
e x c lu siv e ly  coasta l*  Roads were non-existent a t 
th is  e a rly  date*

L it t le  i s  known about the ea rly  Soufriere post o ff io e , ev id en tly  th is  mark 
m s issued in  1850*

V CJ - r  s 
\T A 2

cL • HSS
Li

r
€ I have seen th is  mark on cover*

This ” Date Stamp” m s introduced at C astries in  I852 and used u n til 186Lj*

This mark is  common on oover alone in  the la te  t^Os, 
i t  a lso  appears in  conjunction w ith  the ” Crowned 
C iro le” above*

With the intiroduction of Great Britain* s stamps in  S t , Lucia on May 8 # 1858* 
the o b lite ra to r  ”A l l” .m sissued  a t C astries* When these stamps beoame in v a lid  i  
in  186 #̂ the o b lite ra to r  was retained as a oanoel maxk*

1861

{ ( A i l  ~! ))  Two types of th is  mark e x is t ,  one has s l ig h t ly
— wi der  spaoed numerals and m s dispatched some two 

—  weeks la te r  from England*

This ” Currancy” nark m s used from 1861 to  about 1866* lb is  as accounting 
stamp to in d icate  th at [|0 oentimes m s  due to  the French P*0 * fo r  the 
oonveyanoe o f m ail weighing a h a lf  ounce, to  Europe*

I t  m s  never used as a handstruok stamp*

1866

I878

From. 1866 a ” coded”  mark m s used#

A v e r t ic a l  type o f the 
w ith or without a date

I t  appears that a ”B” a lso  ex ists*

”A11” o b lite r a to r  appeared about I878 and m s  used 
stamps

. "Wll I 11 ■ **. .

« A !  I »
There is  another type o f ”A l ln c ir c u la r  and 
a lm y s dated*

-1..shall describe the ”Town »Code* l^ rks” a t  a la te r  date*



THE BAHAMAS "STAR" POSTMARKS

By* Gal© J . Raymond*

(This a r t ic le  which f i r s t  appeared in  "WEST INDIES STAMPS" is  hereby reproduced with 
permission, w ith corrections and additions)*

C ollectors showing an exhibit o f Bahamas postal markings are ever delighted to  see 
the in te llig e n t in te rest and enthusiasm which most viewers in variably  display* Many 
confess that they thought Nassau the only Bahamas p o sto ffice , and are amazed to  learn 
th at there are now 111 scattered throughout these, tro p ica l islands ju st o f f  the Florida 
coast© A part o f the a ttra ctio n  must surely.be the inexplicable universal appeal, 
whioh "islan d s" have (for people who don»t liv e  on them) and to  the in te re stin g , often 
quaint names of the v illa g e s , many a heritage from the days o f p irates and sa ilin g - 
ships* Even a small co lle ctio n  of th e ir  postmarks can lead to  a wider knowledge o f tjie 
Colony, i t s  h istory and geography, i t s  frien d ly  people0 Discovering a "new" postmark: 
among used Bahamas stamps oan be a d e lig h tfu l experience*

Although perhaps not as speotacular as the unusual temporary rubber Datestamps, (TRBf* s ) 
the ste e l-d ie  datestamps of the Bahamas are equally fascin atin g, and w i l l  make up the 
major portion o f any Bahamas postmark ooll6 ction 0 Among these metal datestamps, one •• 
in terestin g  type made i t s  appearance about I9273 a small s te e l-d ie , e in g le -c irc le  

. datestamp, (o*d*s0), mm in  s iz e , which incorporated a small "star"  or a sterisk
above the date in  the oenoer© This is"Type I9" in  the la te  H«.OJD*Gisburnis book,
"THE POSTAGE STAMPS AND POSTAL HISTORY OF THE BAHAMAS" (1050)0 Since his book was 
w ritten , w ith only some £ postmarks l is te d  in  th is  typo, ■ ohere have been additional 
discoveries and reports, and are te n ta tiv e ly  described here, ce rta in ly  subject to  
additional new lis t in g s  and Recorded dates0 Strikes seen are usually in  black ink, 
although some oan be found in  blue and even v io le t .

P© Oo & ISLAND DISTRICT KNOWN YEARS USED
COOPERS TOWN (Abaoo)
BURNT GROUND (Long I . )
EIGHT MILE ROCK (Gr*Bahama) 
FOX HILL. (NoP.)
GOVERNORS HARBOUR (Eleu.) 
GRANTS TOWN (N* P* )
H OPE TOWN (Abaoo)
KNOWLESiS (Cat Island). 
LIGNUM VITAE CAY (Berry I s .)  
LOWER BOGUE (Eleu.)

P. 0 .  & ISLAND DISTRICT
MAY AGUANA (island) 
NASSAU (N.P.)
NICQLLS TOWN (Andros) 
PARCEL POST,NASSAU 
RAGGED ISLAND (island) 
HQLLEVILLE (Exuma)
ROSE1S (Long I s •)
RUM CAY (island)
SAN SALVADOR (island)

. WEST END (Gr. Bahama)

YEARS USED*

1927-35
1927-36
19504,2

1929
1927442 i
i93°-k7
1931~kl
I93O-J42 
I929“i|2 
1927-3°

Surprisingly, the Lower Bogue "sta r"  postmark appeared b r ie f ly  several years ago in  a 
tenporary s itu a tio n , with,.date (l/8/6o) w ritten  in  by hand, on a nonphilatelic oover 
to a Nassau ohuroh. The "ROSEfS" sta r  datestamp is  a lso  recorded in  b r ie f  use in  
1961. Arthurs Town, too , is  believed to  have had a datestamp o f th is  typ e, but no 
examples have been reported.
For supplonentary information herein, acknowledgement is  g ra te fu lly  expressed to  
F* P* Schmitt, M. H. Ludington, Wmo M. MoFarlan, L . R* Coasby, Mrs. B . Taylor and 
Ro H. Austin* Additional reports would be most weloomeo

High h eels, aooording to one oommentator, were invented by a woman who had been kissed 
on theforehead.
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PERSONAL MENTION:

EDDIE ADELSON and Dorothy came by Baytown and Houston on his m y  to  Mexioo and spent 
the f i r s t  night w ith your Editor and the second night a t Gale Raymonds* Had a most 
enjoyable v i s i t  w ith  you Eddie and come back soon*

ROY BOTRIGHT has been under th e weather for some, months and I now understand th at he 
is  convalescing in  the south o f England* Roy* we a l l  hope that you are much b e tte r now, 
and w i l l  be up and about soon*

HAROLD BOX w rites th at he has enough flowers for .the house, esp eo ia lly  the Vanda and ■ 
C attlcya  orchids are doing e s p e c ia lly  w ell th is  year* W ellthats the m y  i t  goes, we 
pay $5000 apiece for them here*

JORDAN CHURCHILL says that he w i l l  r e t ir e  th is  summer and build a home in  Virginia*
How is  the project coming along, Jordan? Write and le t  us hear*

HARRY DAGGETT m s reported as having been i l l  recently* Hope that you are b e tte r now,. 
a,nd w i l l  drop us a line*

BOB DEVAUX w rites th at he had Dr. LOCKIE as a v is it o r  re ce n tly , and had the opportunity 
of seeing some of his stamps. He m s  e sp e c ia lly  complimentary of h is St* Lucia, naturally*

DR* EDMOND DOAK says th at he has neglected his p h ila te ly  th is  summer by v irtu e  of th e. 
fa c t th at he has been having fun s a ilin g  a t the Houston Yaoht Club* Hope th at we can 
have a get-togeth er soon, Ed. ’

STAN DURNIN must be very busy re ce n tly , he»s n eglectin g us on h is Leemrd Island 
a r t ic le s *  How about more oopy, Stan?

0 * K* EDEN m s in  Baytown reoently* on business and your Editor ran in  to  him quite 
accid en ta lly*  We'went by the house and had a short stamp meeting* Come again soon,
OKo ...
PAUL EDWARDS is  having h is home remodeled, and I ha vent seen much o f h im 'la te ly , Drop 
by P a u l* ■ • . '

RALPH GROUP w rites that he i s  w ritin g  an a r t ic le  on BOOM, B.H ., but hasbeen delayed 
due th  t.hat old school routine*

ERIC HEYER w rites from Monaco and San Marino and is  having a marvelous time* W ill 
be back home in  another s ix  weeks or so*

REG ,,LANT has returned from-his English t r i p ,  and had a fin e time seeing Ireland, Scotland 
and England* Saw several of the members but missed some o f . them to o , Angus Parker, r. 
CharlesPayne and Frank Saunders* He and Mrs Lant r e a lly  did the B ritish  Is le s  and came 
back glowing reports*

CLINY VON POHLE W rites th at he has fin ish ed  his school work and is  now back on the 
job , and w ith a large accumulation o f corresppndence th at hasbeen p ilin g  up fo r several 
monthso Dig through i t ,  C lin t , theres a bottom to  everyth in g.'

GALE RAYMOND is  doing a wonderful job o f supplying copy fo r  maw o f th is  omnivorous 
Journal^ and deserves a lo t  o f cred it fo r  h is e ffo rts *  Thanks, Gale*

FRANK. SAUNDERS reports that i t  has rained so much in  West H artlepool, th at his garden 
looks i ik e  the Everglades Swamp* although he has gotten the Gooseberry crop in* Makes 
my mouth w ater, Gooseberry Pie I



GEORGE TURNER m s in  charge of a p h ila te lic  breakfast held on June 23, in  connection 
with the West V irgin ia  Centennial Stamp E xhibition, in  Wheeling, W.Va.

DR IRWIN YARRY m s Chairman o f the Dinner Committee for the 29th Annual Dinner of 
the Masonic Stamp Club of New York, a t the Masonic Club, New York. Abraham Sterman, 
Deputy o f the UvN. Postal Administration was c h ie f speaker, and Herman Herst m s 
toastm aster.
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Col. Fred .Seifert sends in  the follow ing information* covering Jamaica cancels:*

Kingston postmarks, (Early Use) Nov«27* 18l|.0 and K £,(late use), Oct.20, 1861.  
Also.-states that TRD .from Munro College comes , in  two typ es, No. .1 , i s  [j£ x  22 mm; 
with le tte r s  3 mm high, known for Feb 13, 1qp)j and March 7 , 1qp)|.  No.  2 I s 

x 2I mm,letters mm high and known A p r i l^ ,  1qp)|, June 9, lop|| and Jan
19214.-

Fred: a lso  reports a TRD from S t. Margarets Bay, unrecorded as fa r  as i s  known, 
with a fragment on 2<*» Gray CA, lik e  the trd  from A llig a to r  Pond, but has inner 
ring inside letterin g*

And a Calderwood, unrecorded TRD TD-25. dated Sept I2 , 1927*

R ussell Gibson w rites that he has appointed Norman Braswell Chairman of the 
Nominating commijjfcee fo r  the selectio n  of s ix  nominees for Trustees, f o r l ^ ^ .  
These nominees w i l l  appear in  th is  issue i f  Norman is  able to  get them in  in  tim e, 
otherwise, separate b a llo ts  w i l l  go our as soon as possible afterw ards. This is  
so that the voting can be done and b a llo ts  counted in  time fo r  the November meeting, 
as has been done in  the p ast. -

We are s t i l l  short a few dues fo r the year I963# which has one more Journal a fte r  
th is  one. I f  you are delinquent, please make an e ffo r t  to  get your dues in  to  
Reg Lant, a t once, so that he w i l l  be able to  d o s e  his books fo r th is  y e ar. Reg 
is  doing a te rr lY io  job for our Group, and th is  only adds additional work fo r him 
in  sending out second .and th ird  dues n o tices, e to .

There is  a most in terestin g  a i t i c le  by M. H. Ludington in  the July I963 issue of 
the B r itish  West Indies Study C irole B u lle tin  on the Postal H istoiy o f Turks and 
Caioos. In cid en ta lly , in  th e ir  l i s t  o f members published in  that same issu e , 
ij.5 hold membership in  our Group. The B u lle tin  is  an excellen t l i t t l e  magazine 
q u arterly . Information on membership may be obtained by w ritin g to  Mr. P. T. 
Saunders, Secretary and Treasurer,-Caymans Cottage, Ridgmont  ̂ Blebohley, Bucks, 
England.



By Robert Topaz, . *

Postage rates.w are supposed to  Have gone up in  Jamaica as of July 1 , for.most items, 
exoept airm ail rates to Europe, Looal postage m s supposed to  have gone from 2 d* 
to  3 d ,, and R egistration  Fees from |jd. to  £d. Newspapers were supposed to  have 
gone up from Id. to  2d*, and airm ail .rates .fsom Jamaica to  the U,S. and Canada from 
Qdm to  l / - .  While I have nothing o f f ic ia l  on t h is ,  I do note that le t te r s  from 
Jamaioa th at are carried  by a ir  are bearing l/~ w orth.of postage,, (Editor!s note: 
Received a le t t e r  from A guilar today with two £d. Games stamps).

B.W .A.I. .Has announced.a new excursion rate from Miami to  Kingston o f $^9,00.

There has been in stitu te d  a new lo ca l a ir  service in  Jamaica by a company ca lle d  
Jamaica A ir S ervice , L td ., wHich f l i e s  from Montego Bay each morning and stopping 
a t Ocho R ios, Port Antonio and Kingston, returning in  the afternoon. This is  done 
with tw in engine a ircra ft-an d  i s  presumed, to  be fo r the- to u r is t  trade prim arily* . No 
record,o f any mail being carried  as y e t .

New TRD o f V alley  Piece noted in  v io le t  on A p ril 18* 1963. 
i» if if Dignum ff ■ . *» A p ril 9, I963,
» » >» Geddes Town » » « « March IB, I963.
n « ff L e io e ste rfie ld  11 H n ” M&rch 25*

Also Highland Stead is  supposed tohave been seen.

Fred S e ife r t ,  who has, been such a, big help on .the town postmarks,, as w e ll as 
anything e lse  requested of him, has sent in  some e a r lie r  dates on the Temporary S teel 
Bate Stamps, as follow s ARAWAK DE lv . 57*..EKD.

CANTERBURY 30 NO 57, EKD.

many thinks Fred, for everything,
♦ • • • ’ _ »

For the o b lite ra to r  c o lle c to r s , there are a couple of new changes in  the l is t in g  o f
marks known. A38N is  not known on the £&• grey, CA, as th is  proved on examination to  
be A ^ L . Please delete th is  mark* Also add to  your l is t in g  o f stamps known, A^O on 
the1 lSr, red f is c a l  watermarked CC -  F-2 *

We have had an opportunity to  examine c lo s e ly  an almost complete copy of an Adelphi 
TRD, on th e-b lack  and red F a lls  stamp* This most c lo s e ly  follow s the type that Mr. - 
A guilar n a ils  type I2* except th at the dimensions are.20 x 32 m illim eters. The 
ink is  v io le t  and the le t te r s .a r e  sans s e r i f ,  ^here is  reputed £0 be a type 1]| known 
o f t h i s b u t  I have never seen it,- nor do I know'anyone th at has,

The Parcel Post O ffice in  Kingston wasusing an oblong TRD in  the l 95l_p“65 era
according to  A gu ilar, but I.havd never seen a copy0 Anyone know o f i t  —  measurements,
etc??? k <
Also from A guilar is  the information th at a double overprint has been found on the 2d* 
Independence. Issu e. • This is  quite d i f f i  c u lt  to  spot because of the co lo rs , but w i l l  
be worth checking, -

Our thanks, tp L,. -T. Dickasen fo r th e . Grenada catalogue" (HaLrmer S a le ), which has 
been fo.rwarded to-the.-,Group L ib rary. . Old catalogues, and p a rtic u la r ly  sp ecia lized  
sales are o f much value, as there is  a lo t  of information in'many of them. ” ‘ '
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- T 6 -

Byron Cameron has sent in  examples of the H e ll, Cayman Island postmarks, both 
the oral TED, the two o .d .s .  (s te e ld ie ) , and the presently used reg istra tio n  mark, 
shown beliw:

He als  o states that the plate number fo r  the 1/9 Freedom from Hunger stamp is  
LA. 1A, f i r s t  day of issue June Ij., 1963*

CHANGE OF ABBESS:

Please ohange Paul A* iarsen ts address-to l|j_ Wilpon Courb, Park Forest, I l l s .
Zip No. 6Q[jj66

A lso, Ealph E. Group!s address to  2°3  Third S t . ,  Southeast, Washington 3 , D.C.

Ealph E# Group, leader fo r  B ritish  Honduras, has senb in  some exoellent information 
on the B elize  and Baking Pot post o ffio e s i

BELIZE POST OFFICE, B ritish  Honduras*

The post o ffic e  in  B elize was opened on A p r i l . ! ,  I 860* The names and dates of post 
masters are * W. J. MoKinhey, I860; W. B, Gutteron, I897J . 0 ,  E, Huise, I9O81 G. S. W. 
Smith, I9I9J Hi W, Beaumont, Ip?)|; F,. C, P , Bowen, 1933s and P. ¥• Ewing, l 93t|V •.

Airmail is  sent abroad d a ily  v ia  U* S. A. and Jamaica; Surfaoe mail fo r  abroad i s  sent 
onoe weekly or more often i f  opportunity presents its e lf ,~ v ia  Pto. B arrios, thenoe 
to  U. S. A. or d irect to  TJ. S. A. i f  oooasion presents i t s e l f ;  occasionally mail i s  
sent direot td  'U. 'K,

In February, l'9^2i- there were three oanoelling devioes in  ourrent use (sea attached 
illu s tr a t io n )  the stamp oanoelling maohines were damaged in  Hurrioane H attie and I 
haventt yet learned of th e ir  rep air. Another a r t io le  w i l l  be devfcted to. th e  many .postal 
markings of th is  o ff io e , . • . .

s

/

The STANLEY FIELD AOEPOET POST OFFICE, .opened February 2 , I96Q* I s r e a lly  an extension 
of the General" Post Offioe in  B e lize . I t  is  served by o ffio ers who go out on rotation  
each week to  Stanley F ie ld . No postmaster, sinoe i t s  establishment has been appointed# 
I t  i s  housed in  a small room in  the Stanley F ield  Terminal Building, The. oanoelling 
device i s  sim ilar to  Type a , i l lu s tr a te d .
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B AICENG POT, Cayo D is tr id t, B r it is h  Honduras..
' ' ' ' * ,* . - %* ' rt . ' *

Baking Pot, located on the Western Highway, 16 mile's from the Guatemala fr o n tie r , 
m s opened e ith er in  I9I4.9 or 1950#

This sub-post o ff ic e  is  situated  a t  Central Farm, in  the two story Department of 
A griculture o ff ic e  bu ild in g. The ground flo o r  ,is the Leisamaniasic Research Unit 
and on the second flo o r  is  the -post o ff ic e  desk and the D irector o f A tricu ltu re ts  
o ffic e *  The p ostal c lerks have a l l  been A g ricu ltu ra l c le rk s , who had th is  
ad d ition al duty. I b elieve th at the current one is  Mr. P h ilip  Tate. His duties 
include signing fo r  the mail bags, looking a fte r  re g is tra tio n  and s e llin g  stamps. 
The c h ie f  function of the post o ff ic e  i s  to  act as a receivin g sta tio n  fo r a l l  
Department of A griculture mail and the forwarding of i t  abroad.

L etters are co lle c te d , franked and d istrib u ted  three days a week, Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday.
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MesLI a rriv e s  Monday, Wednesday and Friday,' is  dispatched on Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday by a GMC d ie s e l, JO passenger bus, v ia  Benque V ie jo , to  B e liz e .

' - . • * ’ 'i „ ; :■ •
An i l lu s t r a t io n  is  shewn b eliw , o f the postmark.

Haroie E .'B ox, Editor .‘of the Trinidad P h ila te lic*  Society b u lle t in  fo r  -Suly-Aug, 
I963, reports the t o ta l  sa les o f Trinidad ancl Tobago Independence Stamps, both 
from Post o ff ic e s  in .T .& T . gnd by the Crown Agents, as fo llow s:

5' cents 
r  »

25 "
3 5 . " 
60 .."

3 , 3 T1l, 880 , o f face.-value {W .I.) .$168, 1 j1j,*00 . 
282,751  " " " 22 , 629*08
317,8111. " . " w M 7 9 4 5 3 *5°
172,125 11 11 .. .60,243*75 .
100,146 ' «:.v " v " /  io,267#feO ,

Total of Ij.,2)48,016 stamps of a face value (W .I.) $391,328• 93  ̂ i i 1 which 219,512 
($56, 149#2 8 ) were so ld  to  the stamp trade by the Crown Agents Stamp Bureau in  
London and Wishington.

Mr. Box alson repoits a Government Notice in  the ^Trinidad Guardian of S at. June 2§ , 
r|I t  i s  n o tifie d  for general information th at a Postal Agency’ w i l l  be..established 
at MOUNT DtQR with e ffe c t  from A uf. 1 .  Residents in  th a t area are therefore 
requested to  inform th e ir  correspondents that th e ir  p ostal address is  MOUNT DfOR Postal 
Agency, v ia  Curepe” .

Also th at the Trinidad and Tobago Freedom from Hunger issu e , which’was issued 
June lj  ̂ I963, has been seen w ith  th e follow ing p late numbers: i ;

5 cents -  1 A, 1 B . \
8 cents -  1 A.- v

25 cents -  1 A

on
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BAHAMAS M S  AND NOTES,

try Gal© J8 Raymond* '-j

With Bahamas s e l f  ru le scheduled for January 1,  1q£)|, a new d e fin itiv e  set is  
d e fin ite ly  slated* and the c a l l  i s  out fo r  suggested designs© Have you ever wanted 
to  design a stamp or two? Here is  your ohanoe’ Suggested overprints on the current 
set was rejected immediately* fortunately© Send your sketches to  the Secretary, 
L eg islative  Council* Nassau* Bahamas© Many of you already know that one of our members 
H© Moreton Black of Scotland* designed the co lo rfu l Bahamas I959 Postal Centenary Set©

A F irst Day cover is  in  from Nassau with the new 8<3o amd 10d© ’’BAHAMAS TALKS 
overprints* July I5* 1963* and a sim ilar one of the 8<*© Freedom From Hunger stamp,
June [j.* I963® Regarding the uninspired design and color of the la t te r  stamp* the 
Bahamas PmG has p ub licly  disclaimed a l l  resp o n sib ility ! The Crown Colonies issues were 
a l l  designed and oolors selected in  London©

For those who have not seen The American P h ila te lis t*  May l 963*(p©632).» Charles 
Trousseau* Baranquilla* Columbia has recen tly discovered a used copy of the Bahamas \
Icjfi 2 ®̂ soarlet (Soottfs 103b) with a c lear double printing of ”TW0 PENCE” in  the 
value tablet© The illu s tr a t io n  bears th is  out quite s p e c if ic a lly . Do other copies ex ist?

.Long._ overdue.* a  new •i-nkpad* THE CURRENT -i-s-now-using bright blue ink* a sharp improve** 
ment over the previous coooanut-oil-grey’ LOVELY BAY*Acklins Island* appears on no ’ 
known Bahamas map* old or new* and had to  be omitted* therefore from the maps «
accompanying the ’’BAHAMAS POST OFFICES” handbook© Now thanks to  Mrs© B asil Burnside*v 
we can record that i t  i s  located on the westermost bay at the north end of A cklins, 
immediately south of the extreme eastern t ip  o f Crooked Island® You may wish to  mark ... 
your own maps fo r the future generationsl® '

During WW-II* the U#S*Army A ir Force had stations on Mayaguana* Great Exuma and South 
Caicos© None had post o ffices*  sen»8 and receiving th e ir  mail thru the address 
SquadrontH* Morrison Field* West Palm Beach* Florida” © A unit a t Nassau used APO 618® 
with a datestamp ao inscribed* covers are scarce© -

Eddie Adelson, Miami* stopped o ff  in  Houston and brought some d e lig h tfu l Bahamas 
covers and postmarks to  show0 v ir tu a lly  §.11 from commercial mail© The ”AIR MAIL* West End” 
TRD is  no# cropping up regu larly  on such mail* and he showed me some fascin atin g early  
postmarksjARTHURS TOWN, 2(4. May Oij.* RAGGED ISLAND* 9b* WATLINGS, I j  Sep 92® Also T 
d e fin ite ly  non-phi la te  l ie  commercial covers with I95I dates w ith a box-shape framed 
canoel ’’COMMISSIONERSS OFFICE/iate/ 30VERN0RtS HARBOUR” © Nice’ He a lso  reported 
having a c tu a lly  SEEN,the early  Id© ” Chalon Head” used f is c a l ly  on deeds, and in  m ultiple 
blocks used thus© So* apparently we need to  exeroise caution in  oaar previous assumption 
that pen cancels on th is  issue indicate only postal usage, (as per Gisburnfs BAHAMAS 
book).

Mrs© Pamela Taylor has turned up a [|d© QV w ith a most unusual k iller-typ e, oancel* 
generally suggesting in  format an Indian head-dress© She seems to  have recalled  
reading previous Mention of i t  somewhere as being from CHEROKEE SOUND® Can any reader 
provide further information* or report the source o f the magazine a r t ic le ? . ;

A veteran B ir s t a l l ,  England motorcycle policeman quit and took a job as a ”Wall of 
Death” rid er in  a daredevil show* explaining ” I t is  much eager than patroling the roads” ©
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A CHRONOLOGICAL POSTMARK HISTORY OF THE 
POST TOWNS OF JAMAICA -  Continued, 

by Robert Topaz*

ALBION in  S t, James parish

1,  TRD typa 37a 

2 * M.S.T, This mark has. an asterisk  over the date AP 12 58

opened sometime in  I956 (?)

5 DE I956 2 DE X957!!

AP I962

ALBION MOUNTAIN a in  S t, Mary parish 

I ,  TRD type

ALDERTON in  S t, Ann parish

opened sometime in  I960,

7 OC 60 15 NO 60

opened sometime in  I9O8*

1 .

2*

39

TRD type Xi|_ in  v io le t  ink 3 mm le tte r s
There hasbeen a type 8 chronicled with an ” s” . This mark is  r e a lly  
Walderston as read from a p a rtia l s tr ik e .

D. R.

DR

27 mm diameter le tte r s FE 2 5 I 7 DE 10 I7

27 mm diameter , 2§mm le tte r s  AU 2 l  36
The above two striked  may be one and the same. However the I936 mark 
is  a very clean d istin ct mark with 1 mm between rings and has none of 
the usual ch a ra cteristics  o f  a 20 year old d ie .

lj.« B1 a ste risk  above date MY I9 61

ALEXANDRIA 

1 .

2» *2

____  in  S t, Ann.Parish opened sometime prior to 1810,

T3 stra igh t lin e  mark sent out 1810, 18 JA 57 m

9 MY 39
This mark was apparently used a t le a st u n til 186$*

12 NO 39

A27 type H o b lite ra to r, issued I859 u n til at le a s t  mid I89I -  no dates a v a ila b le . 1

k- s .  R. supposedly used in  1863*

5» D. R. 27 mm diameter, 3 mm le tte r s BE 21 96 MY 3  01

6* D, R. 27!' mm diameter 2 3/I4. 1111111 le tte r s 00 26 20 JU 2 2 3 5Thismark has dots on each sid e.
?• D. R. 29 mm diameter* 3 mm le tte r s EE 20 1|P MR 23 6 y

8* B1 a ste risk  above date. AP 1 45 MY 30 60

ALLEY in  Clarendon parish Name changed from ”Vere” during I875,

1 ,  A-78 type H o b lite ra to r, from opening to  about 1895*

2* S, R, 2! 111111 diameter, 3 mm le tte r s  OC 2I 76 OC
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ALLEY continued

27 Off

SE 1

3 D. R. 26 mm» diameter, 3 mm le t te r s  NO q)i SE
:This mark has dots on both sid es. 

k» S .’ R. 28 111131 diameter 3 mm le tte r s
This mark .has dots on both sid es.

5. D. R. 29A31111 diameter 3 mm le t te r s  FE 11 I923 DE 3 I93I
This mark has dots .on both sides and the year is  spelled  out i n - f u l l .  ,

6* D. R. 29mm diameter 2.wm le t te r s  JY IjO JTJ 18 £2
There is  a p o s s ib ility  th at another die o f th is  s tr ik e  e x is ts  w ith a 
much narrower This could be ju st a damage to  th e -d ie . .

26 NO 9k  

AP 3 20 

FE 11 I923

M.S.R. a ste r isk  above date. AU 15 62

ALLIG-ATpR POND in.Manchester parish was opened on July 10,  I89O.

1 . TRD type k  in  v io le t  in k . 27 AU 90-' JA 92

2® TRD type [j_ in  black ink 18 MR 92 10 JU 9j?

3 . D. R. 26 nan diameter, 3 mm le tte r s  
The t a i l  of the NR” is  unusually short

SE 5 92 ' 
on th is  mark.

mt 51 23

ii* D. R. 27 mm diameter, 3 mm le tte r s  MR,.9 25 . FE 18 53 
The space between the ”A” o f A llig a to r  and the **jw of Jamaica 
i s  approximately 7 mm which i s  considerably la rg er than the previous mark.

5 E3 JY 1 5k Jr 6 61i. '

ALIMAN TOWN in  Kingston was qpened on Jan. 3 , 1939.

1 . TRD type 32 in  v io le t  ink ‘.'FE 11 39. . 
The date u su ally  appears in  mms. on th is  mark

MO 5 39.

2« B1 a s te r is k  above date MR 3I k 5 MY 16 62

3 * M.S.R. a s te r is k  above date AP 21 58 MR 62

ALSTON in  Clarendon parish was opened Feb, 6*191k*

1 . D.R. 28 mm diameter, 2 i nm le t te r s  
This mark shows dots oh both sid es. .

3 ? *

2« D. R. 293 mm diameter, 2 3/I4. mm le tte r s oc 5 ko MR 28 6l

ALVA.. in  S t . Aim parish was opened-July 20* 1956.

1 . TRD type 3^d 9 AU 5 6 ": 23 AU 5^

2* M.S.T. a s te r is k  above date. 19 oc 57 SP 62

AMITY HALL in  S t . Thomas parish opened sometime before 1810.

There is  no example of any use of any ..postmark-.from th is  o f f ic e .  I t  
oould have used e ith er types T1 or T2* The o ff ic e  was closed before lS 3 5 *



ANCHOVY IN St* James parish

1* S. C* type 1

was opened on Nov. 15 ,  1881*

JU 21 82 OC 1 ig

2® D. R. 28 111111 diameter, 2¥ 111111 le t te r s . OC 18 06 **  li|. 60There are dots on both sides
3* B l. JY 25 50 &

ANCHOVY RAILWAY <

1 . R, R. type 1 Blue ink 18 1® 06 JE 12 IQ

2• R. R* type 2 Blue and v io le t  inks,> I7  MR I 9 NO 29 23

ANNOTTO BAY in  St* Mary parish was qpened before 1810.

1* T2 ljimm le tte r s 29 SE I 9

2* 13 5 mm le tte r s  
Reads Annatto Bay

9 PE

3 - ^2 sent out I839 ?

V
1 22 MR 27 JU 59

ANNOTTO BAY R. R* at town o f the same name opened sometime a fte r  1895.

1 . R. R. Type I  spelled Annatto Bay Blue 2 l  JU 03 1 oc 1^

2® R. R. Type I spelled oorreotly Blue 29 JA 08 20 JU 68

3 * R. R. Type II  spelled GoVtt. Blue SP 20 12 3I BE 23

]|1. • R. Re Type II spelled Government Blue 6 OC 26 11 OC 23

APPLETON in  S t. E lizabeth parish was opened sometime a fte r 1895 :

1 . R. Re Type I Blue 20 SP 01 2 MR 09

2® Re Re Type LL spelled G ovit. Blue 18 My 14 20 »t ^

ARAWAK in  S t. Ann parish a t the hotel of tha t  name opened Deo* rJl. 1957.

1 .  TSD 51 mm diameter, 2  ̂ 111111 le t te r s  DE I7  57 MY pp cp
There is  an a ste risk  between the month slug and the date slug in  
th is  date stamp and the year slug i s  on the lin e  below the date*

4013 42> M.S.R. with asterisk, 2Ja mm diameter, 2smnlatters oc 23 58



1* TRD type 35 -violet ink 23  AP ijQ 9 MY 50
The e a rly  dates o f th is  trd  were w ritten  in  blue ink* Does anyone 
record hew th e la te r  dates were put - in?

ASHLEY in Clarendon'.parish wasopened on April l[j., 19^9*

2* Oval, defaced v io le t  ink 2P AP 5I l y  MY 52

3 « Oval defaoed b lack  ink 29 52

k* M.S.R. ap  10,56 JD 7 62

ASHTON - in  Westmoreland parish opened Deo* li|_, 1955*
1

;

1 . TRD Type ^y - v io le t  ink 22 de 55 MY ^  56

2 . M.S.R. w ith  a ste r isk FE 21 59

ASHKENISH in  Hanover parish was opened Sept [|_, 1920,i

1* TRD Trpe 2l in  v io le t  ink OC 30 20 FE 19 21

2* D. R. v io le t  in k , 28 331111 diameter, 3 mm le t te r s
This date i s  presumably I92I

JU 6 I92?

3 * D* R* as above but in  black ink MR 2P 22 • • AU *3 62

AUCHTEMBEDDIE in  Manchester parish was' opened Nov* I3 , 1927

1* D. R. 29 313111 i k  diameter, 3 mm le t te r s JY 1 ||P
27 oc 53 (?)

2* D. R. 29s mm in  diameter, 2k  313311 le t t e r s . ... Af 22 52 . FE 9  62

This concludes the l is t in g  of a l l  o f the »*AW post o ffic e s  in  Jamaica, the ngw

Group w i l l  begin in  the next issue of the Journal.



85

AAdflftifcnns,Extended dates and corrections to  Postmark 
H istory of Jamaica.

Here is  the f i r s t  group o f additiona, corrections and c la r if ic a tio n s  to  the Postmark 
H istory of the Post Towns of Jamaica* Itm sure that there ■ will be many more. My 
many thanks to  a l l  o f the co lle cto rs  previously named, and a lso  to  Col Fred* S e ife r t , 
whom I inadvefctantly l e f t  out of my f ir a t  listin g#  He has been most helpful and 
informative# My thanks a lso  to  Puss Gibson and e sp e cia lly  Mr. Thomas Fibster of 
England* Mr. Foster, while not a member of our Group, has graciously oonsenbed to  
share his knowledge, whioh may very w e ll be unsurpassed throughdyt the world in  
th is  fie ld #  So with th is  introduction, please make the follow ing changes in  the 
lis t in g *

ABERDEEN Postmark $3i.
2*

ABOUKER n.
3*

BED AP 25 52
k * 9 >

? AP 56

LED I2  JY 51

29 JU 53 
JA ? 61

ABOVE ROCKS 

ADELPHI

SP I5 30 2 NO 53
OC 12 52

1 . DE 3I 00
2 » I5 AH 00
3 * TRD.in v io le t  ink as type j j b u t  2O x  32  mm# No 

d e fin ite  knowledge of l£j_*
MT 1 q 02 
JY 2o 05

27 mm diameter. ^  28 5U-
I t  has been suggested th a t postmark $6 i s  merely ^  recut#

i

* ■

AENON TOWN

AIRY CASTLE

»r

ALBANY

1 * OC I7  35
2 . . AP 5 60

I t  has been suggested that there is  a double c ir c le  mark 273mm 
in  diameter and dated in  193!# Ban anyone e lse  place th is  mark?

1* JY 2 35 29 00 57
2* JtJ 5 62

1# 22 MY 97 2 00 97
2» 2 l  ? 55

The dobs on th is  mark show up again-in  strik e s  dated I95I and I953, 
and i t  would seem that e ith er the die has been reout, 0leaned ouc, or 
i s  ju st being inked better#

3* 25 N® 57 no 31 61
This mark has an a ste r isk  above the date#

ALBANY RAILWAY STATION
' Mr# Foster has done a tremendous amount o f  work on the Railway markings and

suggests a more detailed  breakdown or typ es. Sinoe he has suoh a wealth of 
information on the subjeot# I have very g ra te fu lly  aooepted his o ffer  o f 
information and have ohanged the en tire Railway l is t in g  to  conform to  his 
method o f listin g#  I f  there are a couple of towns th at are in  prooess, 
they w i l l  be changed a t  the appropriate time#
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1* Sib  (a s1 Nicholson! s type I but with no dots or crosses a t th e  sides ) nm le tte r s *
’ Blue ink 12 AU Ok 8 AP 07
Red Ink °  (
Purple Ink
Black Ink

2«

3 -

4 -

BE 05 
12 NO 05 
30  BE 07

Sib as above but 2tf 2211 le t te r s  
Blue Ink 18 MY 10 I5 BE 10

S3 (as Nicholson! s type II  w ith  the word !*Grov!t!! abbreviated) , and w ith 
small maltese crosses a t both sides of the mark*

Blue Ink 2 AP 12

S3a as above but no crosses a t sides 
Blue Enk 
V io le t Ink

6 my 12
5 NO 2k

17  My 12 

lk  be 23

ALBERT TOWN
1 * The TRB is  in  v io le t  in k, not b lack, and the handwritten date is

u su ally  found in  blue ink or colored crayon*
l£  MR Q2

2* OS 26 05
There has been a question raised  ag tG p o t h e r  A lbert Town was using 
a 273 hbi double c ir o le  mark in  or around I9I9 -  can anyone substantiate 
th is  use?.

Robert lopaz*


