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P resid en t’s M essage
As you will read in this Journal, the FLOREX meeting went 
very well. The main topic discussed was the publication of 
British Caribbean philatelic handbooks. We established a 
BCPSG Publications Committee, of which Ben Ramkissoon 
was appointed Chairman. The committee will have its  work 
cut out for it, as handbooks for the Cayman Islands, Trini
dad and Tobago, British Honduras, and Grenada were d is
cussed. The draft copy of the Cayman Islands handbook is  
in the hands of Don Zahner, who is  reviewing the draft and 
will make recommendations as to how to take the handbook 
from its draft form to a finished handbook. Ed Addiss, Ben 
Ramkissoon, and Walton Van Winkle will consider publish
ing their work on Trinidad and Tobago in handbook form , in
stead of serializing it in the Journal. Ed is also working on

To p a g e  32

Dan Walker shows his FLOREX Reserve Grand Award painting 
to admiring BCPSG'ers Byron Cameron, Gale Raymond, Irwin 
"Doc" Yarry, and Fred Seifert. (Photo by Paul L arsen .)
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CAICOS ISLANDS ADVENTURES

(Ed: The August 1980 BCPJ noted that Gale had trave lle d  to the Caicos Islands dur
ing February and March of 1980. When I pressed him fo r  a writeup of h is experiences 
in that part o f the world, he very k indly submitted the fo llow ing travelogue. Per
haps Gale 's a r t ic le  w ill help to c la r i f y  some of the questions posed in  August con
cerning the s t r ik e s  on these covers described by both him and Louis Z e l l . )

With a  few sp a re  days from a C e n tra l  American a s s ig n m e n t, and a  " f r e e b ie "  f l i g h t  from 
Miami as n a v ig a to r  on an a i r  f r e ig h t  p la n e ,  I  found m y se lf  on P ro v id e n c ia le s  I s la n d  
("Provo") in  th e  Turks & Caicos (T&C) I s la n d s .  T h is  was a  p e rso n a l a s p i r a t io n  o f  
s e v e ra l y e a rs ,  a s  my sk in d iv e r  b u d d ie s  had tip p e d  me q u ie t ly  th a t  t h i s  was one o f  th e  
l a s t  u n sp o iled  d iv e - s p o ts  rem ain ing  in  th e  West I n d i e s ,  w ith  b e a u t i f u l  c o ra l  r e e f s ,  
c l i f f s ,  and f a n t a s t i c  u ndersea  g a rd e n s . And so , t o  my g re a t  p le a s u r e ,  i t  proved to  
be j u s t  t h a t .  W ith s p e a r f is h in g  fo rb id d e n  by th e  G overnm ent, th e  d iv in g  i s  sup erb .
B r ie f ly ,  th e  T&C I s la n d s  are  two s e p a ra te  groups o f  i s l a n d s ,  each su rrounded  by i t s  
own b a r r i e r  r e e f .  A B r i t i s h  Crown C olony, i t  l i e s  ro u g h ly  between th e  Bahamas and 
H a i t i ,  w ith  th e  s e a t  o f Government a t  Grand Turk. The Turks I s la n d s  (Grand Turk,
S a l t  Cay, e t c . )  a r e  th e  e a s te rn  g ro u p , o r ie n te d  n o r th  and so u th . The C aicos I s la n d s  
(South  C aicos, M iddle C a ico s , E as t C a ic o s , North C a ic o s , West C a ic o s , P ine  Cay, and 
P ro v id e n c ia le s )  a r e  s tru n g  l i k e  a  boomerang e a s t  and v e s t .  Between them  i s  a v e ry  
s t r a t e g ic  c h a n n e l, th e  Turks I s la n d  P a ssa g e , a TAOO-foot deep c u t from  th e  A tla n t ic  
in to  th e  C arib b ean . The T&C and U n ite d  S ta te s  d o l l a r s  a re  now p a r ,  and a t  l e a s t  on 
Provo (p o p u la tio n  500) only  US c o in s  and cu rrency  a r e  c i r c u la te d .  "Tourism " i s  s t i l l  
no b ig  th in g  in  th e  T&C, but c a r e f u l  p ro g re ss  i s  b e in g  made in  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ,  in c lu 
d ing  h ig h ly  a t t r a c t i v e  p o stage  stam ps now w idely  c o l l e c t e d .

W hile much has a l re a d y  been p u b lish e d  on Turks I s la n d  p o s ta l  h i s to r y ,  th e  su rfa c e  has 
b a r e ly  been s c ra tc h e d  re g a rd in g  th e  C aicos I s la n d s .  F or th e  p o s ta l  h i s to r y  r e c o rd , 
"someone" (ahem) j u s t  needed to  check  t h i s  out on th e  scen e .

In  good tim e , I  m eandered in to  th e  B lue H i l l s  P o st O f f ic e  (F igu re  l ) ,  lo c a te d  a t  th e  
C om m issioner's O ff ic e  B u ild ing  n e a r  th e  is la n d  c e n t e r ,  on th e  a i r p o r t  ro a d . Mrs. Ivy  
(R igby) Cunningham was in  ch a rg e , w ith  a good supp ly  o f  th e  new " f i s h "  stam ps in  
s to c k . P re v io u s ly  j u s t  a  c o l l e c t i n g - s t a t i o n ,  B lue H i l l s  was e s ta b l i s h e d  as a Branch 
O ff ic e  in  a  p r iv a t e  home in  197^, w ith  O slie  Brown in  ch a rg e . On 30 Ja n u a ry  1975 i t  
opened in  a  new o f f i c e  a t  Ludington A irp o r t  on P ro v o , in  cerem onies a t te n d e d  by im
p o r ta n t  o f f i c i a l s  in c lu d in g  th e  P o s tm a s te r  G eneral from  Grand T urk . As re p o r te d  by
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FIGURE 1 -  Blue H ills  P ost Office FIGURE 2 -  B ottle C reek P o s t O ffice

Dr. P e te r  McCann (BCPJ f o r  June 1977, Page 8 3 ) , some 25 t o  30 covers  were p ro c e s se d  
on t h a t  f e s t i v e  o c c a s io n , w ith  a CDS in s c r ib e d  "GRAND TURK, TURKS ISLANDS", a  r a r e l y  
used d o u b le -c i r c le  ty p e  from th e  GPO. A d d it io n a l ly ,  each  cover re c e iv e d  a  sm a ll tw o- 
l i n e  ru b b e r  stamp re a d in g  "PROVIDENCIALES /  CAICOS ISLANDS", to  id e n t i f y  t h e  a c tu a l  
o r ig in .  The Grand Turk CDS was used f o r  o n ly  a  few d a y s , and was th e n  r e tu r n e d  to  
th e  GPO a t  Grand Turk. The ru b b er stam p rem ained a v a i la b le  a t  th e  a i r p o r t  b ran ch  
o f f i c e  f o r  ap p ro x im ate ly  two m onths, and  m ight p o s s ib ly  have been used as a  c a n c e l on 
stam ps. More p ro b a b ly , a l l  T&C m ail w ent on to  th e  Grand Turk GPO fo r  p o s tm a rk in g , 
as has  been done fo r  so  many y e a rs .
I n d ic a t io n s  a re  th a t  t h e  new CDS, in s c r ib e d  "BLUE HILLS-CAICOS ISLANDS", w ent in to  use 
in  J u ly  o r  August 1975. For v a r io u s  u n o f f i c i a l  r e a s o n s , l i t t l e  m a il ap p ea rs  t o  have 
re c e iv e d  t h i s  datestam p  f o r  a  c e r ta in  p e r io d .  My own c o v e rs  o f t h i s  p e r io d ,  p o s ted  a t  
th e  c o u n te r  by a r e s id e n t  sk in d iv e r  f r i e n d ,  de f a c to ,  n e v e r  reached  me a t  a l l .  Howev
e r ,  p e rs o n n e l changes c o r r e c te d  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  and t h e r e a f t e r  th e  p a u c i ty  o f  Blue 
H i l l s  c a n c e ls  was due t o  a d ry  inkpad , a  common malady in  th e  t r o p ic s !  The Branch 
O ff ic e  was moved in  F eb ru a ry  1977 to  t h e  new ly-com pleted C om m issioner's O f f ic e  B u ild 
in g , w here i t  rem ains to d a y .
As in  so  many c o rn e rs  o f  th e  Em pire, t h e  P o stm aste r h a t i s  o f f i c i a l l y  worn by th e  D is
t r i c t  Com m issioner. In  t h i s  c a s e ,  and t o  my p e rso n a l d e l i g h t ,  t h i s  proved t o  be an 
o ld  a c q u a in ta n c e , M aurice H an ch e ll, fo rm er P o s tm as te r-G en e ra l o f  th e  T&C, whom I  had 
met a t  PHILYMPIA (London) and CAPEX (C an ad a). A v e r i t a b l e  gold  mine o f  p o s t a l  d a ta ,  
he con firm ed  and expanded on much o f  t h e  in fo rm atio n  n o te d  above, and i s  l a r g e l y  r e 
sp o n s ib le  fo r  th e  c o n s id e ra b le  im provem ents in  Provo and C aicos I s la n d  p o s t a l  s e rv ic e s .
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I n te r - i s l a n d  a i r  s e rv ic e  i s  by TCNA Twin O tte r ,  and I  caught a  hop o v er t o  N orth C a i
c o s , look ing  f o r  th e  p o s t o f f i c e s  a t  -Kew and B o t t le  C reek. L ocated  j u s t  beyond th e  
sm all a i r s t r i p  (and  th e  i s l a n d 's  new and ONLY te le p h o n e  in  a ro a d s id e  b o x ), B o tt le  
Creek i s  a  c o l o r f u l  v i l la g e  s tru n g  a long  one o f  th e  c r a z ie s t  p r im i t iv e  roads im ag ina
b l e ,  v a ry in g  from  o n e-lan e  b a re  ro c k  to  a  c ru s h e d - s h e l l  s u r fa c e . The sm all c o n c re te  
b u ild in g  p o s t o f f i c e  (F ig u re  2) i s  under su p e rv is io n  o f  Mrs. Iona  G ardner F o rbes . The 
r e g i s t r y  book re c o rd s  th a t  th e  f i r s t  r e g is te r e d  l e t t e r  went ou t on 20 June 1977, w hich 
was c e r t a in ly  c lo s e  to  opening d ay . M ails d e p a rt tw ic e  w eekly by a i r  pouch to  th e  GPO 
a t Grand T urk . How fo r tu n a te  i t  was th a t  I  had g rabbed  an inkpad a t  th e  Miami a i r p o r t ,  
as Mrs. F o rb e s ' was bone d ry  and no ink  was a v a i l a b l e .  Her d a testam p  was a  d o u b le - c i r 
c le  CDS in s c r ib e d  "BOTTLE CREEK-CAICOS ISLANDS", w ith  a  tw o - lin e  d a t e .  L eg ib le  s t r i k e s  
must be r a r e  in d e e d .
F u rth e r  w est on N orth C aicos, Kew i s  a most a t t r a c t i v e  v i l l a g e  lo o k in g  l i k e  a palm t r e e  
o a s is .  Mrs. A lv e r ia  Duncombe came over from her home to  open h e r  p o s t  o f f i c e ,  a s in g le  
t i n y  room in  th e  is la n d  c l in ic  (F ig u re  3 ) .  The c o n c re te  b u ild in g  b e a rs  no s ig n  to  i n 
d ic a te  th e r e in  t h e  lo c a tio n  o f t h i s  h ig h ly - im p o rta n t i s la n d  o f f i c e .  M ails go tw ic e  
w eekly fo r  d is p a tc h  w ith  th e  B o t t le  Creek m ail onward to  Grand T urk . Her d a tes tam p , 
to o ,  i s  a  d o u b le - c i r c le  s te e l  d ie  in s c r ib e d  "KEW-CAICOS ISLANDS", and j u s t  enough in k  
rem ained in  th e  inkpad fo r  a  few good postm ark s t r i k e s  f o r  th e  r e c o rd .  R e g is te re d  l e t 
t e r  No. 1 had been  p o sted  to  Grand Turk on 20 June 1977.

FIGURE 3 
Kew Post Office

W rangling a c a r  r i d e  eastw ard  a c r o s s  N orth C a ico s , I  th o u g h t I 'd  reac h ed  dead end a t  
th e  s h o r e l in e ,  w ith  Middle C aicos away in  th e  d is ta n c e  ac ro ss  th e  c h a n n e l. But a  t i 
ny f e r r y b o a t ,  chugging along by means o f  two o ld  au tom ob ile  e n g in e s , re sc u e d  me and 
p rov ided  a  m ost memorable t r i p  th ro u g h  th e  waves and mangrove c re e k s  on th e  o th e r  
s id e .  The c a r  a t  l a s t  thundered  o v e r  t h i n  boards and clam ored up a sh e llb a n k  t o  a  
narrow  la n e  th ro u g h  th e  m arsh lan d s. Midway down th e  is la n d  a n o th e r  t i n y  la n e  tu rn e d  
to  th e  l e f t ,  and th e r e  we were in  Conch B ar, a  ram b lin g  se a s id e  v i l l a g e  b o a s tin g  a 
r e a l  h i l l ,  even w ith  caves! Conch B a r, s i tu a te d  n e a r  a sm all a i r s t r i p ,  i s  now th e  
a d m in is tr a t iv e  c e n te r  fo r  M iddle C a ico s . A ss is ta n t  C onstab le  D ouglas R. T ay lo r came 
up from lu n ch  t o  open th e  y e llo w  fram e b u ild in g . A ll  m a il on th e  i s la n d  comes h e re  
to  him fo r  d e s p a tc h ;  however, Conch B a r 's  s ta tu s  i s  s t i l l  th a t  o f  a  c o l le c t in g  s t a 
t i o n ,  and C o n s ta b le  T ay lor has n e i th e r  stamps nor p o s tm a rk s. In  tim e  i t s  s ta tu s  may 
change, b u t o f f ic ia ld o m  now f e e l s  t h a t  Middle C aicos i s  n o t q u ite  " read y "  fo r  .a sub



post o f f i c e .  ( I  was t o l d  e lsew h ere , "however, t h a t  a  d a te s ta m p  has  been a v a i l a b l e  fo r  
some tim e  a t  th e  GPO a t  Grand Turk tow ard  th a t  e v e n t u a l i t y . )  At p r e s e n t ,  such  sm all 
amounts o f  m a il th a t  accum ula te  a re  p a s se d  a long  by a i r  pouch to  Grand T urk . A f a i r  
guess w ould p la c e  th e  p o p u la tio n  o f  M iddle Caicos a t  betw een  80 and 100 p e r s o n s .  The 
new f e r r y  may make i t  a  b i t  more a c c e s s ib le .

So fo r  now, th e  sum t o t a l  o f  C aicos I s la n d s  p o s ta l  b ran ch  o f f i c e s  s tan d s  a t  t h r e e .  
R e g is t r a t io n  s e rv ic e s  e x i s t  a t  a l l  o f th em . The few i n t e r - i s l a n d  r e g i s t e r e d  l e t t e r s  
th a t  a r e  m ailed  sim ply g e t  a penned "R" and  a number. A c tu a l ly ,  th e r e  a p p e a rs  to  be 
l i t t l e  o r  no i n t e r - i s l a n d  m ail p o s ta l ly  t r a n s m i t t e d .  The few l e t t e r s  le a v in g  th e  
Caicos g e n e ra l ly  go o u t unstam ped and in  th e  s h i r t  p o ck e t o f  anyone p o in te d  in  th e  
d i r e c t io n  o f  Grand T urk , t o  save tim e and expense . G enuine p o s ta l ly  used  o u t - i s l a n d  
covers shou ld  be h ig h ly  p r iz e d  by p h i l a t e l i s t s .

Each p o s t  o f f ic e  does have a r o l l  o f  b l u e ,  p r in te d  " s to c k "  r e g i s t r a t i o n  l a b e l s  re a d 
ing  "R-TURKS ISLANDS*' w ith  p r in te d  num bers, fo r  use s o le ly  on o v erseas  m a i l .  U ntyp- 
i c a l l y ,  b o th  Kew and B lue H i l l s  added th e  o f f ic e  name t o  t h e  p r in te d  l a b e l  by  pen.
The c l e r k  a t  B o tt le  C reek  took  a  gummed stam p se lv ag e  s t r i p  and w rote on i t  "BOTTLE
CREEK REG N O .---- " ,  s tu c k  i t  down, and l a t e r  p ro u d ly  added  th e  o f f i c e 's  f i r s t  b lu e
o v e rse a s  r e g i s t r y  l a b e l -----No. 001001! (S ee F ig u res  h and  5 . )

URKS ISLANDS 
S/ i/t Wi/J}
1 4 5 1 6

D r. G .J .R a y m o n d  
Box 3 5 6 6 6
H o u s to n ,  T e x  7 7 0 3 5

FIGURE 4

FIGURE 5

D r. G . J .  Raym ond 
Box 3 5 6 6 6
H o u s to n  T e x  7 7 0 3 5  USA

«

’•■'Bo t t l e '  c r e e k  ' R e e  m o .

t—  ~~ _  ---------- R
TU R K S

ISLA N D S
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Back on P rovo , I  sketched  out a  draw ing o f  a lo n g -q u e s tio n e d  box m arking  o f  a "RURAL 
POST-BLUE HILLS" c a n c e l la t io n ,  supposed ly  used in  th e  1 9 2 0 's . None o f  th e  o ld - t im e rs  
seemed to  have any knowledge o f  i t s  u s e ,  o th e r  th a n  a s  a "m ig h t-h av e-b een " . I  fo u n d , 
a lso  on P rovo, an in te r e s t in g  m a il system  working r i g h t  along w ith  th e  o f f i c i a l  p o s t 
a l  s e rv ic e .
In  th e  1 9 7 0 's ,  a s  development program s began on Provo (two sm all t o u r i s t  h o te l s ,  a i r 
p o r t ,  p lans f o r  l o t  s a le s ,  m a rin a , e t c . ) ,  much o f  t h e  commerce was (and s t i l l  i s )  
w ith  F lo r id a . The g e n e ra l- s to re  BWT T rad ing , L td . f irm  opened a p o s t  o f f ic e  box a t  
F o rt P ie rc e , F lo r id a ,  and a rran g ed  f o r  a freq u en t m a il  pickup t h e r e ,  f ly in g  i t  ou t t o  
th e  is la n d  by m a il f r e ig h t  p la n e  a t  a  c u rre n t r a t e  o f  31?? per pound. There a re  wood
en p ig eo n -h o le  boxes in s id e  th e  s to r e  on P rovo, and a  s l ig h t  ch arg e  i s  made to  each 
add ressee  to  p a r t l y  cover f r e ig h t  c o s t s .  (A ll p a r c e l s  o th e r  th a n  books do_ go th ro u g h  
T&C Customs f o r  u su a l p ro c e s s in g .)  The s to re  s to c k s  US p o stag e  s tam p s, and m ail go
ing  to  th e  S ta te s  i s  a l l  postm arked upon a r r i v a l ;  o n ly  a co rn e rc a rd  i d e n t i f i e s  th e  
a c tu a l  o r ig in .  The o th e r  Provo g e n e ra l s to re  a ls o  h a s  a US p o s t o f f i c e  box , b u t t h i s  
one i s  in  th e  Miami a re a .
The Government and th e se  p r iv a te  system s a re  a m ic a b le , n o n - c o n f l ic t in g ,  and to g e th e r  
p rov ide  a f in e  com m unications system  beyond any sen se  o f  c o m p e tit io n , each adm irab ly  
se rv in g  a d i f f e r e n t  d ir e c t io n  and fu n c tio n .

T&C p o s ta l  r a t e s  a re  geared to  th e  US d o l l a r ,  and p r e s e n t ly  a re  " a l l - u p "  a i rm a il :  To 
th e  US, 20^ p e r  h a l f  ounce; to  Canada 25??; to  th e  UK 25??. M ail w i th in  th e  C aicos I s 
la n d s  c o s ts  5^ , and to  Grand Turk 6 ^ . The r e g i s t r y  f e e  adds 20?? t o  th e  above r a t e s .

To summarize my " c a p e r" : The i s la n d s  a re  t r u l y  b e a u t i f u l ,  w ith  balm y m orn ings, co o l 
n ig h ts ,  sk ie s  w ith  m yriads o f  s t a r s  unhidden by smog. P ro te c te d  by r e e f s ,  th e  lagoon  
w aters  a re  c l e a r  g reen  and b lu e ,  b o rd e r in g  m ile s  and m ile s  o f w ide go lden  beaches w ith  
not one f o o t p r i n t ;  th e  normal sw im su it i s  a " n o n o k in i" . I  would want to  go back a -  
gain  b efo re  th e  pend ing  "Club Med" a c tu a l ly  e v o lv e s . The is la n d  p e o p le  a re  s in c e r e ly  
open and f r i e n d l y ,  noncom m ercial, low -key , m u sic ian s  one and a l l ,  and th e y  en joy  a  
good tim e.
Not a c tu a l ly  w an tin g  to  leave  a t  a l l ,  I  e v e n tu a lly  w rang led  an is la n d -h o p p in g  r i d e  
back to  th e  S ta t e s  aboard  a P ip e r  A ztec w ith  fe llo w  s k in d iv e r s ,  a  young Texas o ilm an 
and h is  A n n -M arg re t-lo o k a lik e  g i r l  f r i e n d .  We la n d e d  to  r e f u e l  and Rock Sound, E le u -  
th e r a ,  and fle w  o v e r some o f th e  m ost b re a th ta k in g  s e a  panorama im a g in a b le . Who ev e r 
wanted to  g e t b ack  to  r e a l i t y ?

For c e r t a in  d a ta  h e r e in ,  I  am s in c e r e ly  g r a te f u l  t o  Comm. M aurice H a n c h e ll, Dr. P e te r  
McCann, V ic to r  and H arry Ewing-----and "H", w herever you a re !

CHARLES TANNER has asked me i f  there is  ava ilab le , in  BCPJ back issues or anywhere 
else, a set o f Scott/Gibbons cross-references by catalogue numbers o f the B r it ish  
Caribbean area. He has kindly volunteered to produce such an index, i f  one does not 
already e x is t .

I don 't reca ll seeing such a document for any BWI country published in  the Journal, 
but th a t 's  not to say that i t ' s  never been done. An index of th is  type would be 
quite helpful to a member who i s  on the verge of sp e c ia liz in g  in a country, but is  
not yet fa m ilia r  enough with i t s  stamps to e f f ic ie n t ly  do his catalogue cro ss-re fe r
encing on h is own.

I f  any readers can confirm i f  cross-reference ind ices do already e x is t ,  and are 
w ill in g  to check C h a r lie 's  e ffo rts  i f  such indices are not ava ilab le , then please 
get in  touch w ith him at 1201 Ashland Drive, Richardson, Texas 75080. We are fo r 
tunate to have in  Charlie  a member w il l in g  to devote the time and energy required to 
produce a work such as th is , and we thank him for volunteering to carry  i t  through.

GEORGE
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Editor’s M essage
Ewan Cameron has sen t me a  run o f  Jam aica  P h i l a t e l i c  S o c ie ty  N e w s le tte r s , o f  w hich he 
i s  E d i to r .  The JPSN i s  g e n e ra l ly  p u b lish e d  ev ery  two m o n th s, w ith  each i s s u e  con
ta in in g  th r e e  o r  fou r l e g a l - s i z e  pages p r in t e d  on both  s i d e s . The JPSN n o t o n ly  f e a 
tu re s  a r t i c l e s  on Jam aican  p h i l a te ly  and p o s ta l  h i s to r y ,  b u t  a lso  d ev o tes  a  c o n s id e r 
ab le  p o r t io n  o f  i t s  space  t o  th e  " p e rs o n a l e lem en t" , i . e .  , t h e  b io g ra p h ie s  and accom
p lish m e n ts  o f JPS members, and a  human i n t e r e s t  to u ch  s im i la r  to  t h a t  around w hich I  
have t r i e d  to  b u ild  th e  BCPJ. In  a d d i t io n  to  Ewan, members o f  th e  JPS who a l s o  belong  
to  th e  BCPSG in c lu d e  Jo e  Chin A leong, Boyd L ew is, Bob T opaz, Fred S e i f e r t ,  Evan S harp , 
and David A tk inson . (D id I  m iss anybody?)
Ewan gave th e  BCPSG a n ic e  "p lug" in  h i s  Septem ber 1980 i s s u e , in c lu d in g  news o f  th e  
( a t  th e  tim e ) upcoming FLOREX g e t - to g e th e r .  I  f e e l  t h a t  I  shou ld  quote Ewan in  t h i s  
re g a rd , who s a id  o f  th e  BCPSG: " .. .N o  one who p re te n d s  t o  have more th an  j u s t  s k in -  
deep i n t e r e s t  in  BWI stam ps and p o s ta l  h i s t o r y . . .  can r e a l l y  a f f o r d  not to  b e  a  member 
o f t h i s  f r i e n d ly ,  s c h o la r ly  g roup ."
Thank you fo r  th e  N e w s le tte r s ,  Ewan, and t h e  k in d  w ords. Nobody cou ld  have s a id  them 
b e t te r I
To a n o th e r  s u b je c t .  The 1981 dues n o t ic e s  se n t t o  ev e ry  BCPSG'er in c o rp o ra te d  a  space 
fo r  members to  c a s t  a "y ea"  or "nay" v o te  t o  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  e l im in a tin g  new is s u e  
l i s t i n g s  in  th e  BCPJ. The u p s ta te  r e tu r n s  a r e n ' t  in  y e t ,  b u t  upon s tu d y in g  th e  i n i t 
i a l  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  p o l l ,  I  can re p o r t  t h a t  you v o te rs  a r e  t r e n d in g  in  fa v o r  o f  s c ra p 
p ing  th e  NI column by a  r a t i o  o f  about 2 t o  1 .
A c tu a l ly ,  I  was r a th e r  hoping  t h a t  th e  v o te  would tu rn  o u t  t h i s  way. I  need th e  page 
room. The BCPJ i s ,  above a l l  e l s e ,  a v e h ic le  f o r  th e  p u b l i s h in g  o f  p h i l a t e l i c  s tu d 
i e s ,  and new is s u e s  f r a n k ly  j u s t  d o n 't  f a l l  in to  th a t  c a te g o ry .  There a re  dozens o f  
stamp p u b l ic a t io n s  p r in t e d  each week t h a t  d is se m in a te  new is s u e  d a ta  more a c c u r a te l y ,  
more c o m p le te ly , and more r a p id ly ,  th a n  can  our J o u rn a l .
This i s  n o t ,  I  hasten  t o  add, a  c r i t i c i s m  o f  Russ O t t 's  f i n e  work. Russ h as  done an 
e x c e l le n t  job fo r  me in  c r e a t in g  and la y in g  out and ty p in g  th e  new is s u e  fo rm a t which 
appeared  in  1 9 8 0 's  B C P J 's , bu t even he sa y s  t h a t  th e  J o u r n a l 's  v a lu a b le  page space  
should  b e  g iven to  p h i l a t e l i c  "meat and p o ta to e s "  a r t i c l e s , n o t w asted  on th e  " p a r s le y  
g arn ishm en t"  o f  new i s s u e s .
So, e f f e c t i v e  w ith  th e  n e x t ,  o r  A p ril 1 9 8 1 , J o u rn a l ,  th e  New I s s u e s  w i l l  no lo n g e r  be 
c a r r i e d  i n  th e  BCPJ. F o r th o se  o f you who s t i l l  w ish t o  s e e  t h i s  m a te r ia l  l i s t e d ,  I  
would b e  w i l l in g  to  l i s t e n  to  your r e a s o n s ,  bu t I  can t e l l  you now th a t  th e  chances o f  
my chang ing  my mind a r e  p r e t t y  slim .

I t ' s  b e g in n in g  to  appea r th a t  th e  perm anent BCPJ p u b l ic a t io n  schedu le  w i l l  b e  as f o l 
low s: F iv e  is s u e s  p e r  y e a r ,  w ith  p u b l ic a t io n  months o f  F e b ru a ry , A p r i l ,  J u l y ,  Octo
b e r ,  and  December. T h is  r e s u l t s  in  o n ly  one magazine a p p e a rin g  d u rin g  th e  summer, b u t 
w i l l  a s s u r e  a b i-m o n th ly  flow o f  is s u e s  d u rin g  th e  o th e r  t h r e e  se a so n s .

F in a l ly ,  th an k s fo r  th e  correspondence and  m anuscrip ts  t o  Reg L a n t, Russ S k a v a r i l ,  Jim  
Gordon, Mark Sw etland , B ria n  Thompson, Norman W in te r, Chuck C w iakala, P au l L a rse n , K il 
Bump, R ich ard  Heap, B a rry  Friedm an, Tony Shepherd, L in co ln  K ie f f e r ,  Mike W ilso n , Mike 
V okins, C h arles  T an n er, Tom C u rre n t, B ruce  W alker, B i l l  Brew , H arold H onig, and Alex 
Thomson. As alw ays, y o u r  l e t t e r s  a re  welcome and g r e a t ly  a p p re c ia te d .

GEORGE

CORRECTION: Four words were omitted in error from the bottom of Page 119 of the Novem
ber JBCPJ. After the word "incorrectly", add "positioned on the sheet".



ANTIGUA by Mark W. Swetland

A Search into the De La Rue Records
As many re a d e rs  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  C aribbean  P h i l a t e l i c  Jo u rn a l know, th e  f i r s t  stam ps o f  
A ntigua were p r in te d  by th e  f irm  o f  P erk ins-B acon (PB) between 1862 and 1871. On J u 
ly  5 th , 1871, th e  firm  o f  Houghton and Dunn, ag en t f o r  A n tigua , re q u e s te d  PB to  d i s 
con tinue su p p ly in g  A ntigua p o s ta g e  s tam ps, and on November 1 5 th , 1 871 , re q u e s te d  PB 
to  send th e  p l a t e s  to  162 New Bond S t r e e t ,  Houghton and D unn's a d d re s s .  On November 
23rd PB d e l iv e r e d  th e  two p la te s  t o  Houghton and Dunn, and on December 1 s t  th e y  d e l iv 
e red  th e  two f l a t  d ie s  and two r o l l e r s  ( l ) .

The l a s t  shipm ent o f A ntigua stam ps from PB took  p la c e  on J u ly  6 th ,  1871. Houghton 
and Dunn handed over th e  p l a t e s ,  d i e s ,  and r o l l e r s  t o  th e  Crown A gents who, on Novem
b er 2 9 th , 1871, in s t r u c te d  De La Rue to  produce b o th  Id .  and 6d. stam ps fo r  th e  Gov
ernment o f  A n tig u a . De La Rue in v o ic e d  th e  f i r s t  stam ps which th e y  p r in te d  from th e  
PB p la te s  on December lU th , 1871 ( 2 ) .

From th a t  d a te  up to  th e  T e rc en ten a ry  Is su e  De La Rue p r in te d  a l l  o f  th e  stamps o f  An
t ig u a  (3 ) . W hile a number o f  p r in t i n g  firm s have p roduced  v a r io u s  is s u e s  fo r  A n tigua  
s in c e  1932, none can match th e  s ix ty -o n e  y ear u n in te r ru p te d  re c o rd  o f  De La Rue from 
1871 to  1932. And a lthough  th e  T ercen ten a ry  I s su e  was produced by W aterlow  and S ons, 
De La Rue co n tin u e d  to  p r in t  th e  d e f in i t i v e  is s u e s  up u n t i l  1938.
This long p e r io d  o f  s e rv ic e  by De La Rue makes t h e i r  re c o rd s  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r e s t  
in  th e  s tu d y  o f  A n tigua stamps and p o s ta l  s ta t io n e r y .  Through th e  c o u r te sy  and h e lp  
o f  Mr. A. G. Rigo de R ig h i, C u ra to r  o f  th e  N a tio n a l P o sta l. Museum, London, e x te n s iv e  
sea rch in g  in to  th e s e  reco rd s  has  been  c a r r ie d  o u t .  I n  1976 Mr. A. J .  B ranston  exam
in ed  a  s e t  o f  De La Rue re c o rd s  books c a l le d  th e  "C o lo n ia l Stamp B ooks". S ince p r i 
mary i n t e r e s t  th e n  was focused on th e  Arms Is su e  o f  A n tig u a , he exam ined only  th e  
books co v erin g  th e  y e a rs  1901 t o  1923.

Each book has an index  l i s t i n g  th e  pages on which th e  d e t a i l s  o f  p r in t in g s  fo r  each 
co u n try  a re  e n te r e d .  C o lon ia l Stamp Books 9 th ro u g h  13 were exam ined , and Mr. B rans
to n  e x t ra c te d  th e  d a ta  from f o r ty - th r e e  p ages. L a te r  work su g g e s ts  t h a t  th e re  may be 
a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  a d d i t io n a l  p a g e s , n o t indexed.

A pparen tly  th e  C o lo n ia l Stamp Books were work books. These Stamp Books make r e f e r e n c e  
to  "O rder B ooks", e . g . ,  CA37/81, w h e re in , p resum ab ly , De La Rue re c o rd e d  th e  o rd e r  d e
t a i l s .  As th e  o rd e rs  were e x e c u te d , th e  p r in t in g  d e t a i l s  were e n te re d  in  th e  Stamp 
Books where w ere reco rd ed :

To page 18

THE TOWN CANCELS OF
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

by Edward F. Addiss, Reuben A. Ramkissoon,
and Walton Van Winkle

(PART III -  Begins on next page)



TOWN
OPENING DATE TYPE EKD LKD RARITY

CUMUTO I l a 23 DE 98 6 JY 20 C

Vb 28 JY 26 VR

V ila 7 JA 37 X

CUNAPO JUNCTION ROAD V ila 23 DE 46 30 JY 63 S
? X 26 MY 71 X

CUNJAL X 15 NO 72 15 NO 73 R
1 NO 72 XIV 1979 X

CUNUPIA I l a 16 JA 88 15 AP 07 RC
24 AU 1880 I l i a 1908 16 NO 26 RC

V ila 21 AP 44 7 NO 58 RC

X H Ia 1959 X

CUREPE X 5 SP 49 17 DE 51 C
2 AU 49 X H Ia 1951 X

X 5 FE 79 X

DABADIE l i b 14 JY 87 6 NO 24 C
30 AP 1886 V llb 3 MY 38 X

DEBE I l l b 3 JY 22 8 MY 26 VS
By 1922 V ila 7 DE 35 9 JA 63 RC

X ll l a 7 JA 69 X

DELHI ROAD 
1 JU 57

X l l l a 26 FE 58 X

DIAMOND V III 16 NO 51 24 JY 53 R
6 NO 58 X Ca 1950 VR

X ll l a 19 JY 58 21 MR 75 S

DIBE ROAD X 15 JY 58 VR
1 MY 58 X ll l a 7 DE 65 X

INDEX
LETTERS NOTES

* An exam ple reco rd ed  In  London 4 FE 98

C

A,B,C
A,B

"RD" in  c e n te r  above d a te  

"CUNJAL P A"

A,B,C An example reco rd ed  in  London 20 JU 01

A,B,C
A,B,C
None An example reco rd ed  in  London 14 SP 59

* ,A ,B ,C ,1 ,2 ,3
"CUREPE P 0"

A,B,C
A , B ,C

B , X 

A,B,C 
*
*

None

"DIAMOND VILLAGE"

"DIBE ROAD/POS"

* An exam ple reco rd ed  in  London 29 SP 59



DIEGO MARTIN l i b 5 FE 87 29 JA 25
14 AU 1851 Va 5 DE 29

V llb 3 OC 39 X
X H Ia 1964 X

EAST DRY RIVER X ? MY 49
1 SP 48 V III ? AP 51 17 JY 75

X H Ib 1979 X
EASTERN QUARRY X 26 OC 68 6 DE 69
1 OC 68 X H Ia 2 SP 70 X
ECCLESVILLE
?

V ila 9 OC 46 26 NO 71

EL SOCORRO X 6 NO 71 7 JY 76
26 AP 71 X H Ia 22 OC 71 21 OC 77

X H Ia 26 AP 71 X

ELSWICK
1888; C losed : ?

I l a 1896 4 JY 34

ENTERPRISE 
1 MY 59

X H Ia 21 MR 61 X

ERIN l i b 16 AP 87 14 NO 11
By 1887 I l i a 6 NO 12 18 SP 29

V ila 3 DE 34 X
X 1979 ? X

FATIMA 
1 SP 58

X H Ia 1 SP 58 X

FEBEAU 
15 JY 57

X H Ia 8 SP 58 X

FELICITY X ? JY 51
2 JY 51 V llb 30 DE 54 X
FISHING POND X 10 JU 52
16 JU 51 V llb 5 JU 58 X

c
VR

A
B

A,B,C
*

R

U

None
VR

*

S A 

S

U None 
*

U A 

*

Now used by R e g is t r a t io n  C le rk
One w ith  and one w ith o u t * . An exam ple
reco rd ed  in  London 6 AP 6fr

"EAST DRY RIVER POSTAL AGENCY" 

"EASTERN QUARRY P .O ."

An exam ple reco rd ed  in  London 28 FE 72
"EL SOCORRO P .O ."  An exam ple reco rd ed  
in  London 10 SP 70

C A,B,C

C B,C
A,B,C

"ERIN P O/TRINIDAD W I"
*

* Y ear may be m iss in g

VR

None
VR Month and Day in  m a n u sc rip t

None



TOWN
openInITdate TYPE EKD LKD RARITY

INDEX
LETTER'S NOTES

FIVE ISLANDS I 14 AU 01 4 NO 18 VS A,C "FIVE-ISLANDS". An exam ple reco rd ed  in
1 SP 98 
C losed ?

London 14 DE 98

FLANAGIN TOWN I l i a ? AP 12 3 MY 24 VS A,B,C "FLANAGIN-TOWN". An exam ple re c o rd e d  in
Ca 1908 V ila 15 JU 38 X A,B in  London 17 JU 08

FONROSE VILLAGE X 5 NO 68 13 JA 69 R
5 NO 68 X H Ia 3 SP 70 X * "FONROSE VILLAGE P .0 ."
FOREST RESERVE Va 30 JY 25 29 DE 34 S A
?

V ila 2 SP 37 X A,B
FOUR ROADS I I I 1931 VR B
?

VI lb 25 MY 38 18 SP 52 U A,B

X H Ia "FOUR ROADS P .0 ."  An example reco rd ed  
in  London 10 SP 70. Not seen  used

FREEPORT X 27 MR 48 1949 R
15 SP 47 XI 17 JA 51 X * Y ear may be ab se n t
FRIENDSHIP G.P.O . R ecords s t a t e  t h i s  o f f i c e  c lo se d
?
C losed 1925

in  1925. No da testam p  reco rd ed

FULLERTON
?

V ila 7 MR 46 X A,B,C

FYZABAD I l i a 24 MR 16 14 MY 40 C A
Ca 1911 V ila 18 AP 44 3 FE 59 C A,B,C

(2) (3)( 1 )



X H Ia  (1) 23 JU 58 X L in es  14 mm lo n g ; L e t te r s  com pressed. 
An example reco rd ed  in  London 25 NO 57

X H Ia (2) ? X A,C L in es  12 mm lo n g ; Extended l e t t e r s .
An example reco rd ed  in  London 4 FE 58

X H Ia (3) 11 MR 60 X None L in es  13 mm lo n g ; Extended FYZABAD, 
com pressed TRINIDAD

GASPARILLO I l i a 5 AU 91 21 MR 30 VS A,B,C
By 1891 V ila

\
3 0C 39 X A,B

X 1 JY 74 VR

X H Ia 28 JY 77 X None "GASPARILLO P .0 ."  An exam ple r e 
corded  in  London 10 SP 70

GEORGE STREET X 24 AU 64 R "POST OFFICE GEORGE ST"
24 AU 64

(1) (2)
X H Ia (1) 1976 X B "GEORGE ST". An exam ple re c o rd e d  in  

London 6 AP 66
X H Ia (2) 13 MY 69 X A,B "POST OFFICE.GEORGE STREET". L in es  a t  

s id e  o m itte d . An exam ple reco rd ed  in  
London 2 JY 64

GEORGE VILLAGE 
22 NO 68

X

X H Ia

22 NO 68 27 DE 69 VS

1 SP 70 X * "GEORGE VILLAGE P .0 ."
GONZALES X 16 NO 55 3 DE 57 S "GONZALES PLACE"
15 SP 55 X H Ia 3 JY 58 X None An exam ple re c o rd e d  in  London 28 FE 72
GRAN COUVA 
Ca 1885

l i b 7 FE 88 

15 AU 32

21 AU 30 C AjB,C "GRAN-C0UVA"
V VR

V llb 22 AU 39 X A,B (To be continued)



FLOREX
(Ed: I w asn 't able to get to FLOREX, but I heard from a number of people that i t  was 
an outstanding success. Other stamp papers have adequately reported the major FLOR
EX a c t iv it ie s ,  i.e . ,  the presence of B r i t i s h  co llector and race car enthusiast A la in  
de Cadenet, the presentation of the Lu ff Award to George Hargest (who has app lied  
for Group membership!), and the extraordinary coordination and promotion o f the show 
displayed by the F lorida Federation of Stamp Clubs. I have included here a summary, 
prepared' by Howie Austin , only o f the minutes o f the BCPSG Annual Meeting, held at 
4:00 P.M. on Saturday, 8 November.

Thanks to Howie and Dan Walker for forwarding the meeting writeup, and to Paul Lar
sen and Jim Gordon for taking the FLOREX photos sprinkled throughout the magazine.
And, f in a l ly ,  congratulations to a ll the BCPSG award w inners, l is te d  elsewhere in  
th is is su e .)

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BRITISH CARIBBEAN PHILATELIC STUDY GROUP

The m ee tin g  was c a l le d  t o  o rd e r by P re s id e n t  W. D anfo rth  (Dan) W alker, who welcomed 
everyone t o  th e  annual m eeting  and to  FLOREX 1980. A tte n d e e s  were asked t o  i n t r o 
duce th e m se lv es  and to  s t a t e  t h e i r  home a d d re s se s  and c o l l e c t i n g  i n t e r e s t s .  The f o l 
low ing members and a p p l ic a n ts  were p r e s e n t :

Ed A d d iss , Howard A u s tin , B i l l  Bogg, D r. John B uckner, Byron Cameron, B a s i l  Caw ston,
0. R. C ooper, B arry  F riedm an, E a r l  G a l i t z ,  John G avelek, Jim  Gordon, H aro ld  Gosney, 
Paul L a rse n , D r. P e te r  McCann, Gale Raymond, Dr. Geoff R i t c h ie  (from  UK), F red  S e i
f e r t ,  A rt S p ear, Dr. R a n d a ll Thompson, Bob Topaz, W alton Van W inkle, Dan W alk er, and 
Irw in  (Doc) Y arry.

Dan reminded members t h a t  
BCPSG c e l lu lo id  b u t to n s  w ere 
a v a i la b le  a t  one d o l l a r  
e a c h . He sa id  t h a t  a u c t io n  
l o t s  w ere needed f o r  th e  
Group s a le  t o  be h e ld  a t  
MILCOPEX nex t F e b ru a ry , and 
t h a t  th e y  should be s e n t  t o  
Chuck Cw iakala as soon  as 
p o s s ib le .

Howie A u stin  announced t h a t  
BCPSG membership c u r r e n t ly  
s to o d  a t  472. Even though  
we had l o s t  a c o n s id e ra b le  
number o f  members, p r im a r
i l y  because o f  dues non
paym ent, th e  Group d id  have 
a  r a th e r  good y e a r  i n  r e 
c r u i t i n g  new members.

Dan th en  in tro d u c e d  a  r e s o 
lu t io n  (p rep ared  by Ben Ram- 
k isso o n  and r e p r in t e d  a t  th e  
l e f t )  concern ing  th e  e s ta b 
lish m e n t o f a  Group P u b l ic a 
t i o n s  Committee. T h is  i s  a  
h ig h ly  d e s ir a b le  p r o j e c t ,  
s in c e  Dan h im se lf  h a s  a 
Grenada postm ark handbook he

BCPSG

SUBJECT: ESTABLISHMENT OF PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE

Whereas, the British Caribbean Philatelic Study Group has long engaged in the 
publication of an outstanding philatelic Journal; and

Whereas, through this means has promoted serial articles intended for country 
"Handbooks”; and

Whereas no such completely serialized "Handbooks" has been released for 
publication; and

Whereas, mounting costs of Journal publication may be alleviated by publishing 
"Handbooks" as a separate function, thus allowing the Journal greater 
capacity to meet existing or expanding needs; be it:

RESOLVED, that

I. The BCPSG establish a Publications Committee, charged with responsibility 
to:

a. Develop a policy for comprehensive Group publications;

b. Encourage original work in major areas of British Caribbean Philately;

c. Promote "Handbook" publications as a separate function;

d. Expedite release of "Handbooks" already serialized in Journal;

e. Set up a special "Publications Fund" or Foundation, to support and 
encourage publication activities.

?. The Committee shall consist of a small number of Group members (3 or 4), 
who shall carry out stated responsibilities, and report their accomplishments 
to the Board of Trustees at the Group's annual meeting.

6-20-80
RARichy



w ishes to  p u b l i s h ,  as do o th e r  members who have d r a f t s  in  th e  m i l l  on T rin id a d  and 
Tobago and Cayman Is la n d s  p o s ta l  h i s to r y .

The questio n  o f  a  source o f  funds t o  p u b lish  handbooks was d is c u s s e d . Dan su g g es ted  
th a t  th e  BCPSG s e t  up a  g u a ran ty  fu n d . Walt Van W inkle in t im a te d  t h a t  th e  HJMR Com
pany (o f N orth Miami, F lo r id a )  m igh t handle p a r t  o f  th e  s a le s ,  b u t would need " seed "  
money. A re v o lv in g  fund m ight be u sed  to  produce handbooks on a  r e g u la r  b a s is .  I r 
win (Doc) Y arry  su g g ested  th a t  a r t i c l e s  from p re v io u s  BCPJ's be u t i l i z e d  to  commence 
handbook p ro d u c tio n .

A v o te  was ta k e n  and passed  unanim ously  th a t  a Handbook Committee be e s ta b l is h e d ;  a  
motion to  a p p o in t Ben Ramkissoon a s  head o f th e  P u b lic a t io n s  Committee was o f f e r e d ,  
and was p assed  unanim ously.

Dan proposed t h a t  th e  Group h o ld  i t s  1982 Annual M eeting in  P u e rto  R ico d u ring  th e  
I n te rn a t io n a l  Show (ESPAMER) b e in g  p lanned  fo r  12-17  O ctober o f  t h a t  y e a r .  John Buck
ner o ffe re d  t h a t  ESPAMER would be a  good p lace  f o r  a  Group m e e tin g , s in c e  i t  w i l l  be 
an in te rn a t io n a l ,  even t s tag ed  a t  a  good lo c a t io n .  John  v o lu n te e re d  t o  a s s i s t  in  hand
l in g  c o o rd in a tio n  problem s w ith  P u e r to  R ico , and i t  was proposed by B i l l  Bogg th a t  
Frank Wadsworth, ou r lo n e  BCPSG'er on t h a t  i s l a n d ,  would a lso  h e lp  i n  t h i s  re g a rd .
Walt reminded th e  Group th a t  i t  had a lre a d y  v o te d , a t  i t s  NOJEX 1979 m ee tin g , to  meet 
a t ARIPEX (A rizo n a) in  January  1982. Howie n o ted  t h a t  we d id  v o te  t o  meet a t  ARIPEX 
in  1982, bu t b eca u se  A rizona and P u e rto  Rico a re  so f a r  a p a r t ,  we m igh t be ab le  to  
meet a t bo th  p la c e s ,  j u s t  as we have done in  1980.

Bob Topaz was ask ed  about th e  p ro g re s s  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  Honduras Handbook. Ed A ddiss 
re p o rte d  t h a t  a  d r a f t  had been p re p a re d  on B r i t i s h  Honduras p o s tm a rk s , and i t  would be 
sen t to  anyone who would ca re  t o  comment on i t .  He a ls o  in d ic a te d  t h a t  a BH handbook 
was very  f a r  from  p u b lic a t io n .  W alt suggested  t h a t  we f i r s t  p u b li s h  i t  in  i n s t a l l 
ments in  th e  BCPJ. Howie in d ic a te d  th a t  p u b lish in g  i t  in  th e  J o u rn a l  m ight d e te r  po
t e n t i a l  buyers  o f  th e  handbook. Doc Y arry asked i f  th e  Group would own a c o p y rig h t on 
p u b lish ed  m a te r ia l .

Dan th en  r e p o r te d  on th e  s ta tu s  o f  th e  BCPJ. He s a id  t h a t  George (Bowman) had enough 
m a te r ia l  to  p u b l i s h  an o th e r J o u rn a l  t h i s  y e a r ,  b u t f i r s t  wanted t o  know i f  he cou ld  
be g iven  a t e n t a t i v e  budget fo r  each  is s u e .  (Ed: A f i f t h  BCPJ was n o t p u b lish e d  in  
1980, bu t i t  i s  p lan n ed  to  is s u e  a t  l e a s t  f iv e  J o u rn a ls  in  1981. See E d i to r 's  Mess
ag e , t h i s  i s s u e . )

Gale Raymond th e n  p re sen te d  an i n t e r e s t i n g  accoun t o f  h is  v i s i t  t o  th e  Caicos I s l a n d s ,  
and ta lk e d  ab o u t t h e i r  postm arks and how m ail from th e  "ou t i s la n d s "  t o  th e  Turks and 
Caicos I s la n d s  i s  hand led . (Ed: Read about i t  on page 3 !)

The m eeting was ad jou rned  and members went to  view th e  a u c tio n  l o t s .

HOWARD C. AUSTIN 
S e c re ta ry ,  BCPSG

(Ed: One f in a l thought— I hope that the paint on Dan's Reserve Grand Award f in a l ly  
dri ed!)

AUCTION ACTION

Auctions of outstanding items continue to bring startling prices in London. ALLAN LEVER- 
TON, of Bridger & Kay, Ltd., reports through BRUCE WALKER some of the results of the 
B&K sale of the Darnton Collection. In the BWI portion, a Cayman Islands fd . Provisional 
marginal plate block of 12, showing the fourth stamp in Row 10 with no overprint (SG 18d), r e -

To page 29



Bahamas

The Abaco Islands 
and their Postmarks

by MALCOLM D. WATTS

E arly  maps from th e  Age o f  D iscovery show th e  Abaco I s la n d s  a re a  a s  "H abacoa", b u t 
i t  seems t h a t  i t  was in h a b ite d  only  by n a tu r e  u n t i l  1786. I t  was d u rin g  t h a t  y e a r  
th a t  p e r s e c u te d  L o y a l is ts  from New England f le d  t o  t h i s  Bahama o u t- i s la n d  t o  make i t  
t h e i r  home. They m a in ta in e d  a c lo s e - k n i t  community fo r  many y e a r s ,  and one can  s t i l l  
d e te c t echoes o f  C o lo n ia l American fo lk -w ay s  among t h e i r  d e s c e n d a n ts , b lo n d e -h a ire d  
and b lu e -e y e d , who s t i l l  l i v e  th e r e .
Abaco i s  th e  most n o r th e rn  group in  th e  Bahamas, made up o f  G reat and L i t t l e  Abaco 
p lu s  hundreds o f  cays. In  shape i t  ap p ea rs  l i k e  an a n c ie n t  boomerang s t r e t c h i n g  fo r  
130 em era ld  m ile s  from W alkers Cay down t o  th e  so u th e rn  t i p  o f  G reat Abaco a t  H o le- 
in - th e -W a l l . The group co v ers  an a re a  o f  some 770 sq u are  m ile s  and has a p o p u la tio n  
o f  around 7 ,0 0 0 .

The two m ain is la n d s  a r e  covered  w ith  p in e  f o r e s t s  i n t e r s p e r s e d  w ith  la k e s .  H ere one 
w i l l  f in d  w ild  b o a rs ,  h o r s e s ,  duck, and p ig e o n , and t h e i r  sh o o tin g  p ro v id es  a  p o p u la r  
sp o rt w ith  th e  v i s i t o r .  The Abacos a re  r i c h  in  fa rm lan d , f o r e s t r y ,  f i s h in g ,  and 
s h ip b u ild in g ;  lo c a l  lum ber has been a m a jo r ex p o rt f o r  many y e a r s ,  a lth o u g h  th e  b e s t  
o f  th e  lum ber has now b een  used up.

Marsh H arbou r, s i tu a te d  on G reat Abaco, i s  by f a r  th e  l a r g e s t  s e t t le m e n t ,  and  i s  f a s t  
d ev e lo p in g  as a  com m ercial c e n tre .  Most o f  th e  v i l l a g e s  a r e  on th e  e a s te rn  c a y s ,  
th e se  b e in g  W alkers Cay, Spanish  Cay, Green T u r t le  Cay, T re a su re  Cay, Man-of-W ar Cay, 
and Elbow Cay, where charm ing l i t t l e  Hope Town i s  dom inated by  i t s  c a n d y -s tr ip e d  
l ig h th o u s e .

For th e  postm ark  c o l l e c t o r  th e  Abacos o f f e r  q u ite  a c h a l le n g e .  A com plete c o l l e c t io n  
o f  a l l  th e  o f f ic e s  and c a n c e l la t io n  ty p e s  i s  l i k e ly  to  p ro v e  d i f f i c u l t ,  th e  re a so n  
being  t h a t  a number o f  o f f i c e s  a re  now c lo s e d .  T hese, th e  s i t e s  o f  form er lum ber 
camps, a r e :  C ornw all, M i l l v i l l e ,  Normans C a s t le ,  and S p e n c e r 's  P o in t .  Two o th e r  o f
f i c e s ,  a t  Old P lac e  and W alkers Cay, have a ls o  c lo se d , a l th o u g h  th e s e  were n o t  lum ber 
camps. Over r e c e n t y e a rs  a  number o f  tem p o rary  ru b b er d a te  stam ps (TRDs) have seen  
use  a t  t h e  v a rio u s  o f f i c e s ,  and t h i s  h e lp s  t o  make postm ark  c o l le c t in g  even more in 
t e r e s t i n g .
The o f f i c e s ,  w ith  opening  d a te s  where known, a re  as fo llo w s :

Cedar H arbour (1938)
Cherokee Sound ( l8 8 l )
Coopers Town (by 1930)
C ornw all (193*+; c lo se d  by  19***0 
C ro ssin g  Rocks (19**9)
Dundas Town (by 19*+6)
Fox Town (1957)
G reat Guana Cay (by 1900)

* Green T u r t le  Cay ( l8 8 l )
Hope Town ( l8 8 l )
Man-of-War Cay ( l8 9 0 's )

* M arsh Harbour (188k)
M i l l v i l l e  (by 1929; c lo se d  193*0 
Moores I s la n d  (1956)
Normans C a s tle  (by  1919; c lo se d  1929)
O ld P lace  (1910; c lo s e d  around 19*+0)

* Sandy P o in t (19**0)
S pencers  P o in t (by  1907; c lo sed  around 1916) 
T re a su re  Cay (?)
W alkers Cay (1953; c lo se d  1958)

* = D i s t r i c t  P o s t O ffice
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CANCELLATIONS

MARSH HARBOUR CANCELLATIONS

Coopers Town

Some " o f f i c i a l "  stam ps o f  th e  Abacos a re  shown on th e  n ex t page. As in  many West I n 
d ian  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  th e se  are  th e  o f f i c e  stamps o f  v a r io u s  Government D epartm en ts , and 
when s tru c k  on OHMS l e t t e r s  and i n i t i a l l e d  th e y  e n a b le  th e se  l e t t e r s  t o  go p o s t f r e e  
i n t e r n a l l y .  They a re  o f  many d i f f e r e n t  shapes and c o lo r s .



OFFICIAL STAMPS

A SEARCH INTO THE DE LA RUE RECORDS (Continued from page 9)

1. The number o f  sh ee ts  o rd e re d .

2 . The number o f  SPECIMEN stam ps produced .

3. The number o f  sh e e ts  p r i n t e d ,  in c lu d in g  w as te  and s p o ila g e .

k. The number o f  sh e e ts  se n t t o  th e  Colony, o r  packed and ready  t o  be  
s e n t .

The C o lo n ia l Stamp Books a ls o  r e f e r  to  a  s e t  o f  "Day B ooks", which sire numbered A to  Z 
(e x c lu d in g  J )  and AA t o  AO (in c lu d in g  A J ) . The Day Books re c o rd  th e  q u s in t i t ie s  sh ip 
ped sind in v o ic e d . D uring 1979, Mr* M ichael V okins, a BCPSG member from B r i s t o l ,  p ro 
v ided  p h o to c o p ie s  o f  a l l  o f  th e  pages t h a t  a re  in c lu d ed  f o r  A ntigua in  th e  Day Books. 
This h a s  made a v a i la b le  o v e r 150 pages o f  d a ta  spanning th e  y e a rs  from 1865 t o  1937*
I t  sh o u ld  be no ted  t h a t  th e  e a r l i e s t  r e c o rd s  p e r ta in  to  A n tig u a  bonds and rev en u e  
stam ps, r a th e r  th an  p o s ta g e  stam ps.

The p rob lem s o f  p u rsu in g  work such as t h i s  a re  b e s t  d e s c r ib e d  in  A1 B ra n s to n 's  own 
w ords:

"Each r e c ip ie n t  o f  th e se  n o te s  and each re a d e r  o f  them i s  (very  k in d ly )  
re q u e s te d  t o  send  A1 B ranston  a  b a r  o f  h ig h ly  c le a n s in g  and sc e n te d  soap 
so t o  wash o f f  th e  accum ula tion  o f  De La R u e 's  f i r e ,  d i r t . . . o n  second  
th o u g h t, p le a s e  send so ap , t o w e l , b a t h , and a l l  plum bing in c lu d in g  th e  ho t 
w a te r . Oh, f o r g e t  i t .

Yours s in c e r e ly ,

A1 "

Where t h e  Stamp Books and Day Books n o te  "Arms" o r  " s e t  6 0 " , th e  d a ta  c l e a r ly  r e f e r s  
to  th e  A n tig u a  Large S e a l  I s s u e ,  a te rm  w hich  has  been p ro p o sed  f o r  t h i s  i s s u e  in  th e

To page 24
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ANOTHER 

“WAR TAX 

EXEMPT” 

MARKING
-Z 0 ^  A .^

C o lin  B ayley ' s "No War Tax on Ship  M a il" , ap p ea rin g  in  th e  August BCPJ, has b rough t 
f o r th  welcome comments from H orst A u g u s tin o v ic . H o rs t has p ro v id ed  a  photocopy o f  th e  
R.M.S. MINNEDOSA, and a  card  a p p a re n tly  p o s ted  on b o ard  th a t  b i - f u n n e l le d  v e s s e l  when 
she was en ro u te  from Canada to  Bermuda. The c a rd  c a r r i e s  a PAQUEBOT/POSTED AT SEA/ 
RECEIVED/31 MR 19/LIVERP00L c i r c u l a r  c a n c e l l a t io n ,  and two s t r ik e s  o f  a tw o - lin e  
MAILED ON THE HIGH SEAS/EXEMPT FROM WAR TAX handstam p. H orst says " . . .y o u  can see  
t h a t  th e  handstam p i s  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  from th e  ones i l l u s t r a t e d  in  th e  August J o u r 
n a l .  Sorry th e  c a rd  d id n 't  o r ig i n a te  in  th e  West I n d ie s ! "

W ith BCPSG'ers now keeping t h e i r  ey es  open fo r  s im i l a r  "exempt from w ar ta x "  m a rk in g s , 
perhaps some day a  member w i l l  g e t lu c k y  and f in d  one on a  card  o r  co v er p o sted  on a 
sh ip  known to  have s ta r t e d  from a  B r i t i s h  C aribbean  p o r t .

NEW MEMBERS:
A ll  a p p l ic a n ts  l i s t e d  in  th e  November 1980 J o u rn a l  have been a d m itte d  to  m em bership.

NEW APPLICANTS:
ZUSKIS, G reg o rio  L azaro , V ic to r i a  U, Palma de M a llo rca  1 , S p a in .

D eale r. I n t e r e s t e d  in  p o s ta l  h i s to r y .  By D r. Reuben A. Ram kissoon.
THOMPSON, D r. R an d a ll T . , 6706 NW 2 6 th  T e rra c e , G a in e s v i l le ,  FL 32601.

C lin ic a l  p s y c h o lo g is t .  C o l le c ts  U nited  S t a t e s ,  Canada, and Jam aica . By Dr.
John M. B uckner.

HARGEST, G eorge E . , 2800 In d ia n  R iver B ou levard , Apartment 1-N , Vero Beach, FL 
32960.

R e tire d  P r o f e s s o r ,  C lark U n iv e r s i ty .  I n te r e s t e d  in  t r a n s a t l a n t i c  c o v e rs , p aque- 
b o ts ,  s h ip s ,  and Cayman I s la n d s .  By Dr. John M. Buckner.

CUSICK, Thomas K ., 3121 S h e lle y  C o u rt, W oodridge, IL 60517.
Computer s a l e s .  C o lle c ts  B r i t i s h  Caribbean a r e a ,  1900-1953. By Thomas E. G ir -  
a ld i .

11

Secretary's Report

To page 23
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(Ed: For many years subsequent to the b ir th  o f the BCPSG, a column ca lled  "Jamaica 
J o tt in g s " appeared w ith re gu la r ity  in the BCPJ. This feature was written by Bob To
paz, one of the BCPSG's founders and one o f  i t s  co n siste n tly  strongest supporters 
during the twenty or so years o f i t s  existence. Unfortunately (and probably as a 
re su lt o f  Bob's time becoming more and more absorbed by h is  dealership a c t iv i t ie s ) ,  
the "JJ " masthead was seen le ss  and le s s  frequently on Journal pages, and d isappear
ed a ltogether during the recent two-year format "t ra n s it io n a l period".

Now, however, I'm  happy to state that JJ has been reborn under the able authorship  
of Reg Lant. Reg has promised me that h e 'l l  provide the column on a regu lar b a s is ,  
and I  have promised him that JJ w ill appear in at le a st two Journals per year.

Readers who wish to thank Reg for J J 's  reappearance may e a s ily  do so by continu ing  
to supply him with inform ation concerning any phase of Jamaican postal h is to ry .

REG LANT s JAMAICA JOTTINGS
Bob T opaz , our g e n ia l  Group founder and Jam aica  J o t t in g s  com m entator, has d is c o v e re d  
th a t  a  p o s ta l  h is to r y  d e a le r s h ip  r e q u ir e s  more o f  h is  tim e  th a n  he had a n t i c ip a te d .
To ea se  th e  s t r a i n ,  I  w i l l  endeavor to  ta k e  over t h i s  J a m a ic a  J o t t in g s  co lum n, a t  
l e a s t  te m p o ra r i ly .

U n fo r tu n a te ly , c o n d itio n s  on th a t  once-p roud  B r i t i s h  Colony a re  f a r  from n o rm a l. Our 
form er Jam aican  co rre sp o n d e n ts  have e i t h e r  l e f t  th e  i s l a n d ,  o r  a re  r e lu c ta n t  t o  pu t 
pen to  p a p e r t o  w r ite  t o  f r ie n d s  o v e rse a s .

A b r ig h t  spo t has f o r tu n a te ly  emerged in  th e  re c e n t r e c e ip t  o f  a package o f  c o v e rs  
from th e  i s la n d  by one o f  our s e n io r  C h a r te r  Members, from  which i t  i s  e v id e n t t h a t  
th e  l a r g e  in c re a se  in  new Post Town P .O . 's  in  th e  1 9 7 0 's  h a s  dw indled to  a  m ere 
t r i c k l e .  Only two a d d i t io n a l  o f f i c e s ,  KINTYRE and BRIDGE PORT, have been n o te d .  
F u rth e rm o re , s e v e ra l new m arkings have b een  n o ted  w ith  in a c c u r a te  p o s t town o r  co lony  
names, and  i t  i s  a p p a re n t th a t  th ey  have been  allow ed  to  rem ain  in  s e rv ic e  in  such 
c o n d itio n  fo r  le n g th y  p e r io d s .  P a r t i c u l a r s  w i l l  be found below . I t  shou ld  be  n o te d , 
in  view o f  th e  u n tim ely  p a s s in g  o f Thomas F o s te r ,  t h a t  we a r e  co n tin u in g  th e  u s e  o f  
th e  A gu ilar-T opaz num bering system , i . e . ,  TRD 37 (s id e  a s t e r i s k s ) ,  TRD 37X (w ith o u t 
a s t e r i s k s ) ,  e t c .

KINTYRE S t .  Andrews 
TRD 37X 

EDK: 11 DE 76

Opened ? DE 1976 

V io le t

LDK: 10 AU J8

BRIDGE PORT New 
P .0 .

TRD 37X

EDK: 29 OC 79

P a r is h  and Opening 
D ate -  Unknown

V io le t

LDK: 11 JA 80



BEESTON SPRING POST OFFICE

TRD 37X V io le t

EDK: 28 MR 77 LDK: 17 JA 80 

Word "OFFICE" re a d s  "OFFIEC".

MEADOWBRIDGE (One word)

TRD 37X V io le t

EDK: 9 MR 78 LDK: $ DE 79
Word "JAMAICA" re a d s  "JAMACIA".

30 JA 80: Name c o r r e c te d  to  
"JAMAICA".

RICHARDS PEN TRD 37X B lack  

EDK: 20 AP 79 LDK: 11 JA 80 

Word "JAMAICA" re a d s  "JAMACIA".

GOLDEN VALLEY 1968 MSR Black 

EDK: 23 AU 76 LDK: 9 MR 77 
Word "GOLDEN" re a d s  "GLODEN".

In  th e  e a r ly  d a te  stamp f i e l d ,  two im p o rtan t m ark ings were noted  in  a  Jam aica p r e - a d -  
h e s iv e  e x h ib it  from  th e  W illson c o l l e c t io n  a t  STAMPEX '8 0 , h e ld  a t  T oron to  on b -6  
J u ly .  F i r s t l y ,  a  27 0C 1769 e n t i r e  from L acovia to  London w ith  a  LACOVIA T2 STRAIGHT 
LINE marking o f  t h a t  d a te ,  and c o r r e c t ly  reco rd ed  as th e  e a r l i e s t  Jam aican Post Town 
DATED mark known. The second item  was an in la n d  co v er from K in g sto n , 12 NOV 1808, 
b e a r in g  th e  m o d ifie d  s e m i-c ir c u la r  FLEURON K1 mark-----th e  seven th  exam ple now re c o rd e d .
Jam aica  has been consp icuous by i t s  absence from th e  in te r n a t io n a l  a u c tio n  scene o f  
l a t e .  However, i t  i s  hoped th a t  w ith  th e  re c e n t i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  Mr. Seaga as Prim e 
M in is te r  Jam aica w i l l  soon be r e s to r e d  to  i t s  p re v io u s  s ta tu r e  in  th e  w orld p h i l a t e l 
i c  m arket.

(Ed: The next insta llm ent o f Reg's "Unpaid and Tax" Markings a r t ic le  w ill  appear in  
the April 1981 BCPJ.)



BERMUDA’S FIRST ‘AIR LETTER’
by Horst Augustinovic

When several mail bags were dropped from the a irsh ip  "Los Angeles" as she c irc le d  
Bermuda on February 22nd, 1925, i t  marked the a rr iv a l o f  the f i r s t  airm ail in  the i s 
land. However, there i s  one "a ir  le t te r "  that pre-dates the a rriva l of the Los Ange
les by almost six  years.

I t  was during May of 1919 that an American astronomical expedition, en route to the 
South A t la n t ic  to observe a so la r e c lip se , was forced to c a l l  at Bermuda fo r  engine 
repairs. On board the "S . S. E lin o r" was Professor David Todd o f Amherst Co llege, 
head o f  the expedition and friend of Bermuda's Governor, General S ir  James W il l -  
cocks. When the two met, General W ill cocks mentioned h is  ambition to be the f i r s t  to 
take a birds-eye view o f Bermuda. A fte r a l l ,  h is o f f ic ia l  t i t le  designated him 'Gov
ernor o f  and over the Somers I s l e s ' ,  and i t  would only be appropriate for him to make 
the f i r s t  ascent.

I t  so happened that a seaplane formed part of the exp ed ition 's  equipment, and i t  was 
quickly  decided to make the Governor's wish come true. On the follow ing day, Thurs
day, May 22nd, 1919, the Cu rtiss N-9H "Jenny" was lowered from the E lino r, and amidst 
great excitement His Excellency the Governor was taken in  a rowboat from the Royal 
Bermuda Yacht Club to the seaplane. General W ill cocks then made h istory— he became 
the f i r s t  Governor of Bermuda to view h is  is land  from above.

With Ensign  G. L. Richard at the con tro ls, the seaplane headed from Hamilton Harbour 
through Two-Rock Passage to Spanish Po in t, and across the Great Sound to H. M. Dock
yard. A fte r c irc lin g  Ire land  Island , the plane once again  returned to Hamilton Har
bour. In  describing h is  f i r s t  f l ig h t ,  General W illcocks sa id : " I  knew that Bermuda 
was a beautifu l spot, but I never knew how tru ly  beautifu l are the many is la n d s  when 
looked a t from above: the whole scene reminded me o f the Arabian N ights".

During h is  twenty-minute f l ig h t  the Governor dropped "A Message o f  Goodwill to the 
People o f  Bermuda". Th is le tte r was contained in  a canvas-covered package attached 
to a wooden f lo a t,  found two days la te r by a boy swimming o f f  Point Shares. I t  tru ly  
is  Bermuda's f i r s t  " a i r  le t te r ".

T his p o s tc a rd  
shows th e  
C u r t is s  "Jenny" 
w h ile  f ly in g  
over Bermuda; 
i t  was u sed  by 
G eneral W ill-  
cocks as  a  
C hristm as card  
in  1919-
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Bermuda's f i r s t  " a i r  l e t t e r " ,  dropped By G overnor W illcocks from  th e  f i r s t
p la n e  e v e r  t o  f ly  o v er Bermuda

SECRETARY'S REPORT (Continued from page 19)

NEW APPLICANTS (Continued):
STIBRANY, R obert T . , 6k F lo ck to v n  Road, Long V a lle y , NJ 07853.

S tu d en t. C o lle c ts  S t. V in c e n t, T r in id a d , and Tobago. By Thomas E. G ir a ld i .

LEMMON, James R . , J r . ,  2172 Buckboard C ir c le ,  W arrin g to n , PA 18976.
S ales e n g in e e r .  I n te r e s te d  i n  Jam aica p o s ta l  h i s to r y  (s tam p s, p o stm ark s, e r r o r s ,  
v a r i e t i e s ,  e t c . ) ,  a lso  p o s ta l  h is to r y  o f  U n ited  S ta te s ,  G reat B r i t a i n ,  and Chan
n e l I s la n d s .  By Howard C. A u s tin .

SPENCER, R o b ert S . ,  Im p eria l S o u th g a te  V i l la  15*+, L akeland , FL 33803.
Energy c o n s u l t a n t .  C o lle c ts  Jam aica  and A u s t r a l i a .  By Thomas E. G ir a ld i .

RAYNOR, P a u l ,  696 West 19 th  Avenue, Vancouver V5Z 1X1, B r i t i s h  Colum bia, Canada. 
C ity  P la n n e r .  C o lle c ts  J a m a ic a , Guyana p o s ta l  h is to r y  (p o s t-1 9 ^ 5 ) . By Thomas E. 
G ir a ld i .

RE-INSTATED:
WARREN, L t .  C ol. D aniel C. , P. 0 . Drawer E, A berdeen , MD 21001.

To page 34
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A SEARCH INTO THE DE LA RUE RECORDS (Continued from page 18)

A ntigua Monograph. I f  "Leeward I s la n d s " ,  " s e t  1 20", o r  "K in g 's  head" i s  n o te d ,  th e  
d a ta  r e f e r s  t o  th e  Leeward Is la n d s  is s u e s  o f  th e  same p e r io d .  I t  i s  u n c e r t a in ,  where 
th e se  te rm s a re  o m itte d  o r  th e  d a ta  r e f e r s  to  c e r t a in  p o s t a l  s ta t io n e r y  i s s u e s , w het
h e r th e  p r in t in g s  were o f  A ntigua o r Leeward I s la n d s  d e s ig n s .  T h is  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  
need t o  c o r r e la te  th e  d a ta  in  th e  Stamp Books and Day Books w ith  th a t  in  th e  O rder 
Books. I t  i s  hoped t h a t  such a  c o r r e l a t i o n  w i l l  remove a l l  am biguity  from t h e  r e c 
o rd s .

D e ta i le d  s tudy  o f th e  d a ta  so f a r  se e n , and a com parison o f  th e  re c o rd s  in fo rm a tio n  
w ith  t h e  A ntigua book p u b lish e d  by M e lv i l le ,  le a v e s  unansw ered c e r t a in  q u e s t io n s  
about t h e  Large Seal s tam ps. For exam ple , th e r e  i s  no sh ipm ent o f  Id .  stam ps th a t  
c o r r e l a t e s  w ith  M e lv i l l e 's  s ta tem en ts  t h a t  th e  Id .  on b lu e d  pap er was a l a t e  i s s u e .

The o n ly  conclu sion  one should  draw a t  p re s e n t  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  rem ains a  need t o  c o r
r e l a t e  th e  Stamp Books and th e  Day Books w ith  th e  O rder Books. Perhaps more com
p le te  d a ta  w i l l  answ er th e  q u es tio n s  o r  su g g es t a p o s s ib le  answ er.

The e x t r a c t s  from th e  Stamp Books and Day Books appear t o  so lv e  g e n e ra lly  th e  ques
t io n s  r e l a t i n g  to  th e  stam ps, and th e y  w i l l  be u sed  in  t h e  s e c t io n  o f th e  A n tig u a  
Monograph on th e se  i s s u e s  (1903 and 1 9 0 8 -1 2 ). T h is  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  Monograph i s  
n e a r in g  i n i t i a l  com p le tio n  and should be p u b lish e d  in  1980 . (Ed: This w ould be a 
good b e t . )

P o s s ib ly ,  re a d e rs  o f  th e s e  n o te s  would l i k e  to  comment on th e  cho ice  o f  th e  t i t l e  
fo r  th e s e  stam ps. Should  th ey  be c a l le d  th e  Arms I s su e  o r  th e  Large S eal I s s u e ?
Since t h e  De La Rue re c o rd s  te rm  t h i s  t h e  Arms I s s u e ,  t h e r e  i s  m e rit in  u s in g  th e  
same t i t l e .  P le a se  send, your comments t o  W illiam  G. C o r n e l l ,  E d i to r ,  A ntigua Mono
graph P r o j e c t ,  230 H i l l c r e s t  D riv e , C in c in n a t i ,  OH 1*5215.

R e fe re n c e s : ( l )  P erk ins-B acon R eco rd s , P ercy  de W ossus, The Royal P h i l a t e l i c
S o c ie ty ,  London, 1953.

(2) The De La Rue H is to ry  o f  B r i t i s h  and  F o re ig n  P ostage S tam ps, 
by  John E aston , F a b e r  and F ab er, London, 1958.

(3) S ta n le y  Gibbons B r i t i s h  Commonwealth Stamp C a ta lo g u e , 1979 
E d it io n .

■ I I  ■  I ■  I * 1 1  ■  I m m  ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■  ■  ■ B i  I M i l  ■  ■ ■  ■ ■  ■ ■ ■  I H I  ■  I ■  ■ B i  l ■  I ■  l i

AN UNUSUAL “MAILED AT SEA” HANDSTAMP by ALEX THOMSON

In a recent purchase o f  paquebot covers was the envelope shown here. The item car
rie s a Id .  Barbados stamp (SG 231) cancelled at Hamilton, Bermuda, on 13 October 
1930 a t  5:00 P.M. There are no backstamps on the envelope. The most in te re st in g  
feature o f th is  cover i s  that the handstamp MAILED AT SEA has se riffed  le t t e r s ,  a 
sty le  not often seen. I t  is  struck in blue and measures 44 mm by 5 mm.

Amongst the other items in  the same lo t  as th is  cover were some Canadian National 
Steamship "Lady Boat" envelopes. Since the cover in question is  o f the same time 
period as when the "Lad ie s" were p ly ing the Caribbean, the suggestion is  that i t  
could have been carried on one of these sh ip s.

In the A p ril 1975 BCPJ, Morris Ludington contributed a most in teresting a r t ic le  on 
the Lady Boat stamps; he stated that a s t r a ig h t - l in e  handstamp MAILED AT SEA fo r  
the Lady Nelson and the Lady Hawkins had not yet been found, but in a l l  p ro b a b ility  
existed. Could th is  handstamp be one o f  the m issing items?
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Chief FLOREX Judge John Buck
ner (r) presents Grand Award to 
Walton Van Winkle. (Photo from 
Stamp Collector, 11-29-80.)

TOP: Basil Cawston between Alice and Harold Gosney. 
BOTTOM: Howie Austin (1) and Paul Larsen look pretty 
serious to be at a stamp show! (Photos by Jim Gordon.)
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T his and That...
JOHN ALDEN has p ro v id ed  f u r th e r  comments on th e  Turks and C aicos v i l l a g e  postm arks 
d e sc r ib e d  by GALE RAYMOND and LOUIS ZELL on Page 97 o f  th e  August 1980 J o u r n a l . (See 
a lso  G a le 's  com prehensive a r t i c l e  in  t h i s  i s s u e . )  John w r i te s :

"From c o v e rs  s e n t to  me by a f r ie n d  in  th e  Turks and C aicos I s l a n d s ,  I  can comment on 
th e  c a n c e l s . . .d is c u s s e d  in  th e  August J o u r n a l . . . :

(1) KEW: What has been  seen  as a code l e t t e r  K i s  u n q u e s tio n a b ly  no more th a n  a b a t 
te re d  a s t e r i s k ,  which I  f in d  on covers o f  22 JU 77 and 2k  OC 77-

(2)--BOTTLE CREEK: A c o v e r  postm arked 9 JU 77---- th e  d a te  o f  opening  o f  th e  p o s t  o f f 
ic e  h a s  th e  in d ic ia  t o t a l l y  in v e r te d ,  w hereas t h a t  o f  G ale Raymond has day and
month a lo n e  in v e r te d . T here appears t o  b e  no a s te r i s k .

(3) BLUE HILLS: Covers d a ted  11 MR 77 and 12 AP 78 c o n ta in  an a s t e r i s k  in  th e  can
c e l .

As fo r  th e  S a l t  Cay c a n c e l  I  su sp e c t t h a t  th e  in d e c ip h e ra b le  ? r e p re s e n ts  th e  f r a g 
mented rem ains o f a c a p i t a l  S ."

***

ANOTHER NOTE FROM THE EDITOR:

R ep lie s  t o  th e  q u e rie s  in  LINC KIEFFER's "C u racao -to -Jam a ic a  POW L e tte r? "  a r t i c l e ,  ap 
p e a r in g  i n  th e  August 1980 J o u rn a l , have c e r t a in l y  k ep t my in -b a s k e t  f i l l e d .  The No
vember 1980 BCPJ p r in te d  th o u g h ts  and comments on th e  m a t te r  by WADE BEERY and JOHN
ALDEN. S ince  th e n ,  MIKE WILSON has come th ro u g h  w ith  a d e t a i l e d  and h i s t o r i c -----a l b e i t
n o n - p h i l a t e l i c !---- acco u n t (ap p a ren tly  e x t r a c te d  from A d m ira lty  re c o rd s? )  o f  t h e  adven
tu re s  o f  Commander T ucker and h is  sloop  "Surinam " from th e  tim e  he found h im s e lf  in  
th e  C uracao h arbo r in  e a r l y  1803, th ro u g h  th e  s e iz u re  o f  h i s  sh ip  by th e  D utch in  J u ly  
o f  t h a t  y e a r ,  th rough  h i s  fou r m onths' im
p riso n m e n t, and th rough  h i s  ev en tu a l r e 
le a s e  and  r e tu rn  t o  Jam a ica .

S in ce , from  th e  p o s ta l ly  h i s t o r i c a l  s ta n d 
p o in t ,  t h e r e  i s  n o th in g  f u r th e r  to  be 
gained  by co n tin u in g  t o  p r in t  th e  a c c o u n t,
I  w i l l  sa y  m erely  t h a t  I ' l l  be happy to  
xerox and forw ard a copy o f  M ike's l e t t e r  
to  any in t e r e s te d  re a d e r  ( r e tu rn  p o s tag e  
a p p r e c ia te d ) .

***

BEN RAMKISSOON forw arded  some i n t e r e s t i n g  
T rin id a d  i te m s : Shown below  i s  a new 
type r e g i s t r a t i o n  l a b e l ,  w h ite  w ith  re d  
l e t t e r s ,  63 mm by 32 mm, used a t  th e  E l

TRINIDAD
\1
1
«

R  c ;n ? 110531 ' j

CARIBBEAN PHILATELIC AUCTIONS
THE SPECIALISED POSTAL AUCTION FOR 

THE CARIBBEAN COLLECTOR
(Est. 19761

We offer 5 Sales per Year, a Personal Service and 
Fine Quality Material

including

Pre-Stamp, Censored, First Flights, Maritime, 
Postage Dues, Missents, Smaller Office and 
Unusual Postmarks, Proofs, Specimens, Errors, 

Varieties, Adhesives and Literature.

GET ON OUR MAILING LIST NOW!

CARIBBEAN PHILATELIC AUCTIONS
"GOOD INTENT"

18 LINDEN WAY, WETHERBY 

WEST YORKSHIRE LS224QU 

ENGLAND

Telephone: Wetlerhy 63304
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Socorro P o st O f f ic e  on 27 August 1980. Has anyone come a c ro ss  a d d i t io n a l  la b e ls  o f  
th i s  s ty le  u sed  a t  o th e r  PO's?

The AJAX S T ., PORT-OF-SPAIN, P o s t O f f ic e ,  which h a n d le s  p a rc e l  p o s t  m a ilin g s  o n ly ,  
uses th e  fo u r  d a te  stamps i l l u s t r a t e d .  The f i r s t  th r e e  ( a l l  N ich o lso n  Type X) a re  
s im ila r  in  t h a t  th e y  a l l  c o n ta in  a  o n e - l in e  s in g le  d a te  in  th e  low er c e n te r  o f  th e  
c i r c l e .

Numbers 1 and 2 appear p r a c t i c a l l y  th e  same, ex cep t t h a t  AJAX ST in  2 i s  in v e r te d  r e l 
a t iv e  to  PARCEL POST, whereas in  1 a l l  fo u r words a r e  in  th e  same o r i e n t a t i o n .  What 
does POS (a b s e n t from 3) s ig n ify  i n  1 and 2? Number 1+ (N icho lson  Type X III)  i s  a  
s tan d a rd  CDS known and d esc rib e d  among th o se  u sed  a t  th e  GPO.

«*«

ON THE COVER: On 9 August 1980 s e v e r a l  New England BCPSG'ers h e ld  an  in fo rm al m eet
in g  a t  K il  Binnp's home in  Hampden, M a ssa c h u se tts . P r e s e n t ,  and p ic tu r e d  from l e f t  
to  r i g h t ,  w ere J e f f  Dow, P h il  A sh to n , Bob Topaz, N i l 's  son Ben, A rth u r  C la rk e , K i l ,  
and Don Z ahner. C h a rlie  R ick seck er from S t. Thomas, BVI, was due in  th e  a re a  b u t 
c o u ld n 't  q u i t e  make i t .

G athering  a t  app rox im ate ly  10:30 A .M ., th e  group showed item s o f  i n t e r e s t  and had an 
e n lig h te n in g  g e n e ra l  d isc u ss io n  on many p h i l a t e l i c  to p ic s  fo r  abou t an hour. Then 
each person  to o k  about te n  m inu tes t o  d is c u s s  a  p h i l a t e l i c  to p ic  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  th e  
group. F o llo w in g  a lunch p re p a re d  by G ertrude Bump, Bob Topaz p re s e n te d  a  f in e  s l i d e  
program on s e le c te d  Jam aica t o p i c s .  D uring th e  day th e r e  was s t i l l  tim e  enough t o  do 
a l i t t l e  sw apping and s e l l in g  o f  m a te r ia l .

K il s t a t e s  t h a t  i t  was a  very  s u c c e s s fu l  e v e n t, w e ll  w orth r e p e a t in g  n ex t s p r in g . He 
w i l l  t r y  to  sc h e d u le  a  m eeting th e n  a t  a  tim e w hich would allow  m ost o f  th e  more th a n  
tw enty  New E ng land  members to  g a th e r  to g e th e r .

*«*

Thanks from your E d i to r ,  an A ntigua b u f f ,  to  BRUCE WALK
ER, who forw arded t h i s  A u s tra l ia n  stam p w ith  an "A ntigua" 
c a n c e l!  C u rio u s , I  exam ined th e  N ational. G eographic A t
la s  o f  th e  W orld, th e  Times A tla s  o f  th e  W orld, and th e  
Rand-McNally C osm opolitan World A t la s ,  b u t  none o f  th e s e  
so u rces  re v e a le d  th e  lo c a t io n  in  Q ueensland o f  a v i l l a g e  
c a l le d  A n tigua . I t  m ust be a  p r e t t y  sm a ll p lace !

»**

C h arte r  Member L . ARTHUR COURTNEY announces t h a t  he w ishes to  d is p o s e  o f  an a b s o lu te 
ly  com plete ru n  o f  BCPJ's. I n te r e s t e d  re a d e rs  w ish in g  to  n e g o t ia te  a  d e a l w ith  Ar
th u r  fo r  th e s e  m agazines should  c o n ta c t  him a t  1* P ilg r im s  R ise , New B a rn e t, H e r t s . ,  
ENU 9QP, E n g lan d .

...from  H ere and T here



Standing, from the left, are Dr. Rand-Thanks to Paul Larsen for this composite shot, showing just about all the 
all Thompson, Byron Cameron, Peter McCann, Orville Cooper, Jim 
Gordon, Basil Cawston, Fred Seifert, B ill Bogg, Bob Topaz, Walt 
Van Winkle, Paul Larsen, John Gavelek, Harold Gosney, Art Spear. 
Seated, from left, are Geoff Ritchie, John Buckner, Barry Fried
man, Dan Walker, Ed Addiss, Howie Austin, Gale Raymond, Irwin 
(Doc) Yarry.
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Cayman Islands Express Mail by Thomas E. Girakli

Sometime around th e  beg inn ing  o f  1978 , th e  Cayman I s la n d s  began u t i l i z i n g  th e  s ta n 
dard "ex p ress"  l a b e l s  f o r  t h i s  c l a s s  o f  m a il ,  as u sed  by th e  o th e r  UPU-member B r i t i s h  
C olon ies. The GPO a t  Georgetown had p re v io u s ly  c o n s id e re d  th i s  c l a s s  o f  m ail as 
s p e c ia l  d e l iv e r y ;  t h i s  was changed o ver t o  conform w ith  UPU r e g u la t io n s .

Two ty p e s  o f  s p e c ia l  d e l iv e ry  handstam ps (F ig u re  l )  have been seen . Type I  was u sed  
only  a t  th e  GPO, w ith  th e  e a r l i e s t  d a te  o f  usage b e in g  June 29, 1968. Type I I ,  w ith  
an EDK o f Septem ber 30, 1969, was u sed  a t  th e  GPO p lu s  th e  SPOs a t  Boddentown, Savan
nah, and West Bay, and S take Bay on Cayman B rae. O th e r SPOs m ere ly  a p p lie d  th e  words 
in  m a n u sc rip t, a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by F ig u re  2 .

SPECIAL DELIVERY
Type I

DELIVERY
Type I I

FIGURE 1 FIGURE 2

West Bay and S tak e  Bay a re  c u r r e n t ly  
s t i l l  u s in g  t h e i r  s p e c ia l  d e l iv e ry  
handstam ps, w h ile  th e  GPO, Bodden
tow n, Savannah, N o rth s id e , and E a s t 
End a re  now u s in g  th e  la b e ls .  Two 
ty p e s  o f la b e ls ^ (F ig u re  3) have been  
n o te d : Type I  i s  seen a t  b o th  th e  
GPO and th e  SPOs, w hereas Type I I  i s  
seen  only  a t  th e  SPOs. Type I  l a b 
e l s  a re  brown c o lo re d , and Type I I  
a re  red d ish -b ro w n .

In  January-M arch 1979, a  sh o rta g e  o f  
l a b e ls  a t  th e  GPO re s u l te d  when a 
new shipm ent o f  l a b e ls  was found to  
be o f  th e  wrong ty p e .  P ostm aste r 
Johnson had th e  tem porary  "ex p re ss"

P O S T  O F F I C E  POST OFFICE

EXPRESS ■  EXPRESS
D E L I V E R V  DELIVERY

Type I Type I I

FIGURE 3

AUCTION ACTION (Continued from page 15)

alized £25,500 against an estimate of £7,500! A Jamaica "inverted frame" (SG 85a), e sti
mated to bring £8, 000, was sold for £9, 000, and a Jamaica SG 54a mint vertical pair, Plate 
No. 173, showing the $ variety brought £650 against an estimate of £450. Turning to Bermu
da, a 1943 12/6 mint plate number pair with the "scroll flaw" (estimate £150) was sold for 
£600. Who says that quality stamps aren't good investm ents?



hands tam p (F igu re  H), 
made l o c a l l y .  This 
was u se d  u n t i l  l a t e  
1 9 7 9 /e a r ly  1980, when 
usage o f  th e  ex p ress 
la b e ls  was resumed.

West Bay could  very  
w ell b e  u s in g  l a b e l s , 
bu t a  l e t t e r  re c e iv e d  
on A ugust 19, 1980, 
bore t h e  s p e c ia l  de
l iv e r y  handstam p.
I l l u s t r a t e d  below and 
on th e  n e x t page are  
p o r t io n s  o f  covers  
showing th e  v a r io u s  
la b e ls  and handstamps 
no ted .

FIGURE 4
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BCPSG AWARD WINNERS AT FLOREX 1980
AWARDS

NAME TITLE OF EXHIBIT FLOREX BCPSG OTHER

VAN WINKLE, 
W alton

E a r ly  P o s ta l  M arkings o f  Jam aica Grand,
G

G ( l ) ,(3)

WALKER, Dan G renada P o s ta l  H is to ry ,  176L-1913 G,(2) G, (5) —

LARSEN, Paul German Togo G — (U)
LARSEN, P au l Leeward I s la n d s ,  1890-1911 V s —

OTT, R u s s e ll B r i t i s h  Honduras P o s ta l  H is to ry V s —

SPEAR, A rthu r P o s ta l  H is to ry  o f  J a m a ic a , 1713-1860 V S —

MACK, M illa rd U.S.  Pan American E x p o s itio n  Covers S — —

GIRALDI, Tom P o s ta l  M arkings o f  Cayman I s la n d s ,  
Queen V ic to r ia  -  K ing George V

SB — —

RAMKISSOON, F i r s t  F l ig h ts  o f T r in id a d SB — —

Ben

GAVELEK, John Bahamas Paquebot M arkings B — —

GOSNEY, De La Rue K ey p la tes , 1879-1956 B — —

H aro ld

YARRY, Irw in B r i t i s h  V irg in  I s l a n d s ,  1890-1956 B — —

(Doc)

G - Gold (1) APS Medal (U) Germany P h i l a t e l i c  Soc
V- - V erm eil (2) FLOREX R eserv e  Grand i e t y  (GPS) Grand Award
S - S i lv e r (3) Hollywood (FL) Stamp

(5 )
and GPS Gold

SB • 
B -

- S ilv e r-B ro n z e  
Bronze

Club P o s t a l  H is to ry  
Award

BCPSG Cameron Trophy

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (Continued from page 2)

the B ritish  Honduras handbook, and can use help from any interested member. I w ill add the 
same request for the Grenada handbook; I can use help from any interested member. I would 
also be interested in hearing from any member who has an interest in other publications; as a 
"for instance", Antigua and others of the Leeward Islands could use handbooks.

Our future meeting places are well set for 1981 and 1982. I hope to see a good turnout of mem
bers at the MILCOPEX Show in Milwaukee on 27-28 February and 1 March 1981. On 22-24 
January 1982 we will attend the ARIPEX '82 exhibit in Tucson, Arizona, and I am hoping to 
meet many of our members from the W estern states at that show. A lso, we will hold a second 
meeting in 1982 at San Juan, Puerto Rico. This show, ESPAMER-82, is  an international show 
and this w ill be the first tim e, to my knowledge, that the BCPSG has officially participated in 
an "international". The show chairman, Raul Gandara, is going all out to make this show, and 
our participation, a memorable affair. ESPAMER-82 dates are 12-17 October 1982.

DAN



Personal M ention
IAN WOODWARD to o k  th e  Reserve Grand Award a t  SESCAL, h e ld  in  Los A ngeles on 17-19 No
vember, w ith  h i s  e x h ib i t  "E x p lo rin g  Jam aica Through O b l i t e r a to r s " .  H is d is p la y  a l s o  
earned  him a SESCAL Gold and th e  Em ily M oorefie ld  Award fo r  th e  b e s t  B r i t i s h  Common
w ea lth  e x h ib i t .  (Ed: I  f i r s t  saw I a n 's  m a g n if ic e n t e x h ib it  a t  NOJEX '7 9 j  where i t  
won a Gold. At t h a t  tim e I  d i d n 't  r e a l l y  th in k  i t  co u ld  be im proved , b u t Ian p roved  
me wrong! And I ' l l  b e t my ty p e w r i te r  a g a in s t  a p i l e  o f  used stam p h in g e s  th a t  th e  
n e x t tim e Ian  p u ts  h is  "EJTO" in  show fram es, h e ' l l  win th e  r e a l  Grand Award!)

«**

There was a ls o  a  l i t e r a t u r e  co m p e titio n  a t  SESCAL, and two BCPSG'ers w ith  in k - s ta in e d  
f in g e r s  saw t h e i r  p ro d u c tio n s  in  th e  w in n e rs ' c i r c l e .  RUSS OTT's book " P o s ta l  H is to ry  
o f  S o v ie t A n ta r c t ic  A c t i v i t i e s ,  1955-1977", 'p re v io u s ly  d e sc r ib e d  in  th e  August 1980 
BCPJ, was g iv en  a  Gold Award, and RUSS SKAVARIL's S t .  H elena and D ependencies P h i la 
t e l i c  S o c ie ty  N e w s le tte r , a lso  m entioned  in  th e  A ugust J o u r n a l , g a rn e re d  a Large S i l 
v e r .  H e a r t ie s t  BCPSG c o n g ra tu la t io n s  to  bo th  R usses!

**«

A l e t t e r  from MARK SWETLAND, whose "S earch  In to  th e  De La Rue R ecords" appears in  
t h i s  i s s u e ,  a d v is e s  t h a t  he was in  In d o n es ia  from 9 November u n t i l  7 December 19 8 0 .
One o f  th e  BCPSG's forem ost s p e c i a l i s t s  in  A n tig u a , Mark a lso  m entioned  th a t  he v i s 
i t e d  th e  N a tio n a l P o s ta l  Museum in  London t h i s  p a s t  summer and lo o k ed  in to  th e  s e c 
t i o n  o f A ntigua m a te r ia l  known as th e  Berne C o l le c t io n .  These a re  th e  SPECIMEN 
stam ps sen t by th e  UPU to  member c o u n t r ie s .  Seems t h a t  th e  Berne C o lle c tio n  m igh t be  
in co m p le te , as  Mark n o te s  t h a t  he has  more A ntigua  SPECIMEN v a r i t i e s  th a n  th e  museum 
d o e s !

Perhaps he w i l l  send th e  Jo u rn a l a  m an u scrip t d e s c r ib in g  h is  l a t e s t  museum se a rc h .
***

On November Uth AL BRANSTON w ro te  t h a t  he was in  th e  p ro cess  o f  hand ing  over th e  UK 
membership p o r t io n  o f  h is  I n te r n a t io n a l  D i r e c to r 's  jo b  to  BRUCE WALKER. (See r e v is e d  
o f f i c e r s '  l i s t i n g  on in s id e  f ro n t  c o v e r .)  A1 says t h a t  he i s  most g r a t e f u l  to  Bruce- 
f o r  assuming t h i s  p a r t  o f th e  ID 's  d u t i e s ,  and he th a n k s  a l l  BCPSG'ers who have so 
lo y a l ly  su p p o rted  him over th e  y e a r s .  He p rom ises t h a t  " . . . a s  I n te r n a t io n a l  D ir e c t 
o r ,  I  am lo o k in g  forw ard to  th e  maximum number o f  o c c a s io n s  where I  can meet members 
in  London fo r  a  c h a t and som ething t o  e a t . "

***

BEN RAMKISSOON's stamp tro p h y  c o l l e c t io n  keeps g row ing . In  a d d i t io n  to  w inning a  S i l 
ver-B ronze a t  FLOREX ( see page 3 2 ) , h is  " F i r s t  F l ig h t s  o f  T rin id ad "  e x h ib i t  was p re 
se n te d  a S i lv e r  Award a t  th e  Chicago P h i l a t e l i c  S o c ie ty  Show h e ld  on 31 O ctober th ro u g h  
2 November 1980.

#*«

AL BRANSTON p re s e n te d  a  paper "W ith Focus on Ju d g in g "  a t  t h i s  y e a r 's  B r i t i s h  P h i la 
t e l i c  F e d e ra tio n  C ongress, h e ld  in  Cambridge. Reviews o f  A l 's  p ap e r in  B r i t i s h  p e r i 
o d ic a ls  P h i l a t e l i c  Magazine and Stamp C o lle c tin g  in d ic a te  th a t  a h e a l th y  d is c u s s io n  
o f  A l 's  id e a s  to o k  p la c e . I t  i s  a  d i s t i n c t  honor t o  be s e le c te d  as a  BPFC sp e a k e r , 
and our c o n g ra tu la t io n s  go to  A1 f o r  h is  accom plishm ent.

**#

C o n g ra tu la tio n s  t o  BILL BREW, whose e x h ib it  " S t. L u c ia , i860  to  i 960" won a  Bronze 
Award a t  NORBAPEX (S an ta  Rosa, C a l i f o r n ia ) ,  and a  S i lv e r  Award a t  SACAPEX in  S a c ra 
m ento. B i l l  a l s o  r e p o r ts  th a t  NEVPEX ' 8l ,  to  be h e ld  in  Reno, w i l l  be  th e  s i t e  o f  a  
f i r s t - d a y  is s u e  o f  a N atu ra l C o n serv a tio n  stamp f e a tu r in g  a p ic tu r e  o f  Lake Tahoe.
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SECRETARY'S REPORT (Continued from page 23)

ADDRESS CHANGES/CORRECTIONS:

GROEBER, K arl E . ,  122 Park D riv e , D oylestow n, PA 18901.

WILLEM, Mrs. John M. , 10̂ +9 W estover R oad, S tam ford, CT 06902.

WIENER, R obert A ., 30 W aterside  P la z a ,  123F, New York, NY 10010.

PENNISI, W illiam  R. , Schule Haus A p artm en ts , Jo rd an , MN 55352.

BLACKMORE, Henry J . ,  P . 0. Box 352, C on stan t S p rin g , K ingston  8 , Jam a ica , W .I. 
DONNER, Max, 7 P e te r  Cooper Road, New Y ork, NY 10010.

ERICHS0N, Ronald E . ,  2581+ Lake H a ll Road, T a l la h a s s e e , FL 32308.
D0STER, M elvin , 75 N orth  W irt S t r e e t ,  L eesburg , VA 22075.
Change Sm ithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n  ad d re ss  t o : N a tio n a l P h i l a t e l i c  C o l l e c t io n s , N at

i o n a l  Museum o f American H is to ry , Sm ithson ian  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  W ashington, DC 20560.

NATHANS0N, Hyman M ., c /o  B ernard N athanson , 1+50 1 /2  O n ta r io  S t . ,  T o ro n to , O n ta r io ,  
Canada.

FRIEDMAN, B a rry , 1+200 In v e r ra ry  B o u le v a rd , Apartm ent 31+15, L a u d e rh i l l ,  FL 33319. 

RESIGNATIONS:

The fo llo w in g  members have subm itted  t h e i r  r e s ig n a t io n s ,  i n  good s ta n d in g , e f f e c t i v e  
1 J a n u a ry  1981:

SCOTT, Mrs. B . J . ; CAVE, L t. Col. S .F . ;  MASON, Len; COURTNEY, L .A .; GRAHAM, W .A.; 
JONES, G .E .; WARD, R onald ; TRETHEWEY, W .J.

m m w  D i© y i m w §  ^
ANGUIL-uA.
10NOV8O CHRISTMAS/BIRDS. Four v a lu es and so u v e n ir  s h e e t :  5'$ -  P e l ic a n ;  22$ -  G reat Gray H eron; $ 1 .5 0  -  

Swallow; $3.00 -  Hummingbirds; souven ir s h e e t  combines v a lu e s .  D esigned by J .  L i s t e r  L td . and 
li th o g ra p h e d  by House o f  Q u e s ts .C h in n 's )

ANTIGUA
15SEP80 80th BIRTHDAY OF THE QUEEN MOTHER. R e le a se  da te  was changed from  iAug to  15Sep80. (IGC)

BELIZE
30CT80 ESPAMER '80 WORLD PHILATELIC EXHIBITION. One so u v en ir s h e e t :  B ird s  is su e  o v e rp r in te d  w ith  th e  

Espamer emblem and 'B e l i z e ',  top  stamps o f  S/S  c a r ry  o r ig in a l  v a lu e s ;  bottom  stamps have  o v e r 
p r in te d  v a lu es o f  40$ on 1*5$, 50$ and $ 1 .0 0  v a lu e s . (L in n 's )

IDECSO 80 th  BIRTHDAY OF THE QUEEN MOTHER. One v a lu e  and one so u v en ir  s h e e t :  $1 .00 -  p o r t r a i t ;  $ 5 .0 0  -  
p o r t r a i t .  D esigned by C. M ullin  and m u l t i c o lo r  o f f s e t  in  s h e e t l e t s  o f n in e  by L ito  N a c io n a l ,
P o r to . ( L inn ' s )

CAYMAN ISLANDS
9DEC.80 MANGROVE LIFE. E lev en  v a lu e s : 3$ -  J u v e n i le  T arpon; 5$ -  Mangrove Root O y s te r ; 10$ -  Mangrove

Crab; 15$ -  L iza rd  and C rescen t Spot B u t t e r f l y ;  20$ -  T r ic o lo re d  H eron; 30$ -  Red Mangrove F low er; 
40$ -  Red Mangrove S eed ; 50$ -  W ate rh o u se 's  Leaf-N osed B a t; $1. -  Black-Crowned N ight H eron ; $2. -  
Coat o f  Arms; $4. -  P o r t r a i t  o f Queen E l i z a b e th .  Designed by G. Drummond and l i th o g ra p h e d  in  
sh e e ts  o f  25 by John  Waddington S tu d io s  o f  K i r k s t a l l ,  L td .(L in n 's )

DOMINICA
SEP80 80th  BIRTHDAY OF THE QUEEN MOTHER. R e le a se  d a te  was changed from  Aug80 to  Sep80.(lGC)

10CT80 CHRISTMAS 1980. N ine v a lu es and so u v e n ir  s h e e t :  d e p ic ts  v a r io u s  scenes from  Walt D is n e y 's  P e te r
Pan. V alues a re  +s$, 1 $ , 2$, 3$, 4$, 5 $ , 1 0 $ , $2 .00 and $2 .50 . S /S  i s  $ 4 .0 0 .D esigned by W alt D is
ney P rod u c tio n s and  li th o g ra p h e d  by W a ls a ll  S e c u r i ty  P r i n t e r s . (IGC)
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GRENADA GRENADINES
20CT80 CHRISTMAS 1980. Nine v a lu es and so u v e n ir  sh e e t : d e p ic ts  v a r io u s  scenes from  W alt D isn ey 's  Bambi. 

V alues a r e :  3j$, 1$ , 2$, 3$ , 4$ , 5$ , 10$ , $2 .50 and $ 3 .0 0 . S/S  i s  $4 .00 . D esigned  by Walt D isney 
P ro d u c tio n s  and lith o g ra p h e d  by W a ls a ll S e c u r i ty  P r i n t e r s . (IGC)

GUYANA
1DEC80 CHRISTMAS/TREES. Four v a lu e s : 10$ -  V iro la  S u rin am en s is ; 30$ -  Hymenaca C o u rb a r i l ;  50$ -  Mora 

E x c e lsa ; $ 3 .0 0  -  P eltogyne Venosa. D esigned by L e s l ie  C u r t i s  and l i th o g ra p h e d  by Format I n t e r 
n a t io n a l  . ( L in n ' s )

SAINT LUCIA
OCT80 FLORA & FAUNA. Four v a lu es  and so u v e n ir  s h e e t :  10$ -  A g o u ti; 50$ -  S a in t  L u c ia  P a r r o t ;  $2.00 -  

P u rp le -T h ro a te d  C a rib ; $2.50 -  F id d le r  C rab; $5.00 s / s  -  Monarch B u t te r f ly  and C a te r p i l l a r .  De
s ig n ed  by Gordon Drummond and l i th o g ra p h e d  by House o f  Q uesta .(lG C )

NOV80 CHRISTMAS 1980 . Three v a lu es  and t r i p t y c h :  10$ -  The N a t iv i ty  by P i t t o n i ; 30$ -  A doration  o f  th e  
Kings by B ru e g e l, th e  E ld e r ; $ 2 .00  -  A doration  o f  th e  Shepherds by M u r illo ; t r i p t y c h  -  th re e  $1 .00  
stam ps show ing m ural l ik e  p a in t in g  o f  C hristm as Angel su rro n d ed  by S a in t  L uc ia  and p ro d u c ts  o f  
S a in t  L u c ia . D esigned by John C o o ter and l i th o g ra p h e d  by House o f  Q uesta .(IG C )

SAINT VINCENT
4DEC80 SAINT VINCENT ON THE MAP. Four v a lu e s  and so u v en ir s h e e t :  10$, 50$i $ 1 .00  and $2 .00  v a lu es show

v a r io u s  maps p o in t in g  out S a in t  V in c e n t. S /S  rep ro d u ces  $2 .00  v a lu e  w ith  l a r g e r  map o f  th e  C a rib 
bean . D esigned  by Gordon Drummond and li th o g ra p h e d  by House o f  Q uests . (S t .  V in cen t GP0)

SAINT VINCENT GRENADINES
13NOV80 CHRISTMAS 1980 . F iv e  v a lu es and s o u v e n ir  s h e e t :  5$ -  'M ary and de Baby h u n g ry ' ; 50$ -  'Mary and 

de Baby l o n e l y ' ;  60$ -  'Mary and de Baby w e a ry ';  $1 .00  -  'Mary and de Baby r e s t  e a s y ';  $2.00 -  
'S t a r  above sh in e  in  de s k y '.  S /S  com bines th e  f iv e  v a lu e s  and has a l a b e l  showing th e  Baby Je s u s  
w ith  h i s  arm s o u ts tr e tc h e d  in  a g e s tu re  o f  embrace. D esigned  by J e n n i f e r  Toombs and li th o g ra p h e d  
by Q uesta  C o lour S e c u r ity  P r i n t e r s . ( S t .  V incent GP0)

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS
26SEP80 SIR FRANCIS DRAKE ANNIVERSARY. Four v a lu e s  and so u v e n ir  s h e e t :  8$ -  P ic tu r e  o f  D rake; 15$ -  Queen 

E l i s a b e th  I ;  30$ -  Queen E liz a b e th  I  k n ig h tin g  D rake; 75$ -  D rak e 's  S h ip  'G o lden  H in d ';  s / s  -  com
b in e s  th e  f o u r  v a lu e s  and shows an o ld  w orld  map o f  D ra k e 's  c ircu m n av ig a tio n  r o u te .  D esigned by 
F ra n k l in  M int and l i th o g ra p h e d  by House o f  Q uesta . (IGC)

Just before press tim e...
ADDITIONS TO SECRETARY'S REPORT:

ADDRESS CHANGES/CORRECTIONS:
PHILLIPS, Owen N.D. ,  412 University Boulevard, Mobile, AL 36608.
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= BRITISH  W EST IN DIES \
£ (and all other British Colonies) £  
Z  If you would like to receive £ 
*j occasional lists of offers of: j>
Z  Spacimani and Proofs 
S, 19th Cantury Cavan 
!  Tap Quality Stamps up to 1930 £
Z  Etc., Etc., £

S please let me know what you 5 
£ collect.

E James Bendon
5  P.O. Sax 301 «

London 1W 1Y INS, England
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HARMERS
New York

British
Caribbean
Postage
Stamps

Find the unusual and the elusive In the ; 
H arm en of New York Inc. auctions.

Request a Catalogue Subscription 
application form.

HARMERS o f  N ew  York In c . £

*  West 40th Street New York, NY 100M 5  
Tel. (212) 757-44M

Cable: Harmarsala Naw York £

rLASliCULBS AT fLCCEX |
E (SEE PAGES 2, 25, AND 28) S
m m
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l SPECIALIST 
§ MATERIAL

We have an extensive stock of 
cancellations, covers, specimens, 
essays, proofs and the like from 
the British Caribbean countries, as 
well as the rest of the world.

We will gladly send a selection an 
approval to any member of the British 
Caribbean Philatelic Study Group, lust 
tell us what kind of material you 
would Ilka to sae.

W IL L IA M  BOGG

New England 
Stamp Company
643 5th Avenue South 

Naples, FL 33940 
Telephone: 813-2624226

AUCTIONS IN MARCH (BO = Bournemouth,
L = London, BA = Basle)

4/5 BO B r i t i s h  Em pire, Europe & O verseas, G reat B r i t a i n ,  G eneral C o l le c t io n s .

6 BO POSTAL HISTORY AUCTION in c lu d in g  a new f in d  o f  s o l i c i t o r ' s  c o rre sp o n d 
en ce , a  f u r th e r  s e le c t io n  o f  wreck c o v e rs ,  In d ia n  m i l i t a r y  m a il  w ith  
s t r e n g th  in  th e  Mutiny p e r io d ,  and some a t t r a c t i v e  R u ss ia /C h in a  com
b in a t io n  co v ers .

10 L 

24 BA I

24 BA I I

25 BA I I I

GREAT BRITAIN.
Europe s tro n g  in  L ie c h te n s te in ,  S pain , and S w itz e rla n d .

New G uinea G .R .I . ,  N .W .P .I . ,  and Papua.

The Svend Yort Denmark, D anish West I n d i e s ,  Faroe I s la n d s ,  F in la n d , 
Norwegian M issionary  S e rv ic e  in  M adagascar, Swedish p o s ta l  h i s to r y .

26 BA IV I t a l i a n  S ta te s  -  Parm a, P ap a l S ta t e s ,  T uscany s p e c ia l iz e d ,  e t c .

27 BA V Levant w ith  Greek p o s t o f f i c e s  in  th e  Aegean and Near E a s t ,  th e  A. J .
Sherman A u s tr ia n  p o s t o f f i c e s ,  e t c . ,  Holy Land fo re ru n n e rs  and th e  
Malcolm B u rn e tt P a l e s t i n e ,  I s r a e l  com plete t o  1970.

ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES: BOURNEMOUTH $3, LONDON AND P.H.A. $6 EACH FROM GORDON H. 
T0RREY, 5118 DUVALL DRIVE, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20016, OR AT $4 AND $7 FROM:

ROBSON LOWE LTD.
A Member o f the C h r i s t ie 's  In ternationa l Group

50 PALL MALL, LONDON SW1 Y 5JZ, ENGLAND

Cables: "Stamps London S.W .l" Telex: 915 410 
V.A.T. No.: 323/7655/54


