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P r e s id e n t’s  M essage
New members are the life blood of the Group. With this issue of 
our Journal you will find a membership application form. I hope 
that each of you will give the form to a fellow collector and ask 
him or her to join the Group. The application process is quite 
simple; the applicant fills in the form  and sends it with the appro
priate remittance to either Howie Austin or Bruce Walker. Any 
member (and this includes a member of a club or library or other 
organization that is a member of the Group) can sign as sponsor, 
or it can be left unsigned by a sponsor and Howie or Bruce can 
sign it when they receive it. If you need more applications, simp
ly photo-copy the application side or contact Tom Giraldi for a 
supply of blank application forms.

I often join a specialist society for a couple of years just to see if 
the area is of interest to me. New members do not have to be 
BWI collectors; all they need is an interest in learning more a -  
bout British Caribbean philately.

When preparing an exhibit I often have the feeling that I am wast
ing my time and that judges and spectators only glance at an ex
hibit as they walk by. My hours of research and work in putting 
an exhibit together are of little benefit to our hobby. Steven Pla,

To p a g e  139
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THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE

T O B A G O  I N L A N D  P O S T

(Ed: Last Spring, Ed Addiss happened to be in the Los Angeles area on business. Prior to his leaving for 
New fork, he met with Ian Woodward and myself at Ian 's  home for an informal BCPSG "m ini-get-together". At 
that time Ed gave me some xeroxes of certain issues of The Tobago Gazette, published in 1892 and 1893, hav
ing to do with the establishment of the Tobago Inland Post.

Due to the fact that very few artic le s dealing with Tobago have appeared in the BCPJ, the three of us agreed 
that printing this data in  the Journal might be of interest to BCPSG'ers in general and helpful to Tobago 
specia lists in particu lar. I wish to thank Ed for making this information available.)

(From The Tobago G azette , A p ril 29th, 1892): 

INLAND POST

AN INLAND POSTAL SERVICE w il l  he commenced in 
Tohago on Monday, l 6th May.

The routes w i l l  he as under:

ROUTE NO. 1 —

SCARBOROUGH TO ROXBOROUGH on MONDAYS and 
WEDNESDAYS.

Leave Scarborough . • at 10 a.m.
do. Mt. St. George • • at 12 noon
do. Pembroke . . .. at 1:30 p.m.

Arrive at Roxborough 

Return on TUESDAYS and FRIDAYS.

.. at 3:30 p.m.

Leave Roxborough , . at 10 a.m.
do. Pembroke .. at 12 noon
do. Mt. St. George .. .. at 1:30 p.m.

Arrive at Scarborough .. .. at 3 p.m.

ROUTE NO. 2 -

SCARBOROUGH TO PLYMOUTH v ia  MORIAH on 
MONDAYS and THURSDAYS.

Leave Scarborough at 10 a.m
do. Mason Hall at 11:30 a.m
do. Moriah at 1 p.m
do. Les Coteaux .. at 2 p.m

Arrive at Plymouth .. at 3 p.m

Return on TUESDAYS and FRIDAYS.

Leave Plymouth .. at 10 a.m
do. Les Coteaux at 11 a.m
do. Moriah .. at 1 p.m
do. Mason Hall .. at 2 p.m

Arrive at Scarborough .. at 3 p.m

ROUTE NO. 3 —

SCARBOROUGH TO SHIRVAN v ia  MONTGOMERY 
on MONDAYS and THURSDAYS.

Leave Scarborough at 10 a. m.
do. Orange H ill at 11 a.m.
do. Bethel (Montgomery) at 12:30 p . m.
do. Buccoo Point at 2 p.m,
do. Canaan v ia  Golden Grove at 3 p.m.

Arrive at Shirvan at 3:30 p.m,

Return on TUESDAYS and FRIDAYS.

Leave Shirvan at 10 a.m.
do. New Grange v ia  Mt. Pleasant at 11 a.m.

do. Bethel . .  at 12:30 p.m.
do. Orange H il l  . .  . .  at 1 p.m.

Arrive at Scarborough .. . .  at 2:30 p.m.

Three Letter-C arriers are required fo r the ser
v ice . Applications fo r these posts w i l l  be re
ceived by the Postmaster, up to  WEDNESDAY the 
Lth May, and particulars as to  duties and sala
r ie s  may be obtained from him at the Post O ff
ic e , Scarborough.

A. L. MARSHALL,'
Postmaster

Tobago, 19th A p r il, 1892.

(From The Tobago Gazette, May 20th, 1892): 

INLAND POST

The fo llow in g  are the names o f  those applicants 
who have been appointed L etter C arriers , by the 
Inland Posta l Committee, to  the Routes set op
posite th e ir  respective names:

G. M. ANDREWS —  To Route No. 1 — from
Scarborough to Roxborough;

ALLEN ARMSTRONG — To Route No. 2 — from
Scarborough to Plymouth v ia  Moriah;

C. W. HILLS — To Route No. 3 — from.
Scarborough to Shirvan v ia  Montgomery.

A. L. MARSHALL,
Postmaster

Post O ff ic e ,  10th May, 1892.

(From The Tobago Gazette, March 2Lth, 1893): 

GOVERNMENT NOTICE

No. 21
The fo llow in g Report o f  the Postmaster on the 
working o f  the Inland Post is  published fo r gen
era l information.

J. E. C. SEALY, 
Commissioner's Clerk.

Government O f f ic e , 
l 8th March, 1893.

POST OFFICE, TOBAGO



5th January, 1893.
S ir,

X have now the honour to forward for the in 
formation o f  His Excellency the Governor, the 
fo llow ing Report on the working, e tc .,  o f the 
Inland Posta l Service since i t s  commencement 
here on the l 6th May, to the 31st December la s t .

A Committee composed o f Messrs, S. J. Fraser, 
Chairman, Dr. J. P. Tulloch, W illiam McCall 
Esqr., and myself, was appointed to  make the 
necessary arrangements to put the service into 
operation---- 1 enclose a copy o f  a placard is 
sued, shewing (s ic )  the number o f  Routes, etc. 
and asking fo r  Letter Carriers fo r  the service. 
In answer to  this a considerable number, to the 
amount o f  over f i f t y  applications were rece iv
ed, and the fo llow ing applicants were appointed 
to  the Routes set opposite th e ir  respective 
names----

Mr. G. M. Andrews to Route No. 1 - Scarbor
ough to  Roxborough -  17 m iles

Mr. A. Armstrong to Route No. 2 - Scarbor
ough to  Plymouth, v ia  Moriah -  12 m iles, 
and

Mr. C. H ills  to  Route No. 3 -  Scarborough 
to Shirvan, v ia  Montgomery -  9 m iles.

These th ree Routes were fix e d  by the Commit
tee being considered by i t  as the most conven
ient fo r  the public----the postmen passing
along on the public roads through the most pop
ulous parts o f  the country, and within h a il o f 
nearly every resident in the d is tr ic ts  through 
which the men pass.

The postmen are furnished w ith watches, and 
waterproof letterpouches, in  which the mails are 
carried. 'They are met by the people at the sta
tions en route where a l l  le t t e r s ,  e tc .,  applied 
fo r  are de livered . As a ru le , the whole o f the 
le t t e r s , e t c . ,  are delivered en route, and at 
the stations by the men themselves, any undeliv
ered correspondence being l e f t  in charge o f the 
police at the termini o f Routes Nos. 1 and 2, 
and in the charge o f the postmaster at Shirvan, 
the terminus o f Route No. 3. These remarks do 
not apply, e ith er to  the reg is tered  correspond
ence, or to  the parcels by parcels post. A l i s t  
o f these a r t ic le s  is  made out fo r  every Route 
and handed to  the postmen who inform the addres
sees accordingly, and to  whom the a rtic les  are 
subsequently delivered d irec t from the Post Of
f ic e  at Scarbro1 ( s ic ) .

There are two outward d e liv e r ie s  on each Route
every week, on Mondays, and Thursdays----on the
fo llow ing days, Tuesdays, and Fridays, the men, 
before returning, clear the le t t e r  boxes at the 
termini o f  the Routes, and return the same way 
to the Post O ffice at Scarborough with a l l  le t 
te rs , e t c . ,  fo r Inland as w e ll as for Foreign 
de livery .

The fo llow in g  statement shows the Revenue de
rived from postage on le t t e r s , newspapers, e tc . 
Inland as w e ll as Foreign, d ea lt with by means 
o f the Inland Post during the period from lfth  
May, to  the 31st December la s t .

1. POSTED IN THE ISLAND FOR INLAND DELIVERY.

Letters

Route No. 1
Outwards —  1*55 Rates 8 Id. £ 1 17 11
Inwards —  290 do @ Id . 1 k 2

Route No. 2
Outwards —  153 Rates 8 Id . 12 9
Inwards —  53 do 8 Id . It 5

Route No. 3
Outwards —  93 Rates 8 Id. 8 1
Inwards —  51 do § Id. It 3

Total: 1099 Rates § Id . £ It 11 7

Other A r t ic le s ,  Newspapers, Etc

Route No. 1
Outwards —  2k 8 id . 1 0
Inwards —  2 g id . 1

Route No. 2
Outwards —  16 8 id . 8
Inwards —  N il

Route No. 3
Outwards —  J 8 id . 3 i
Inwards —  N il

Total: 1(9 g id . £ 0 2 ° i

2. POSTED IN THE ISLAND FOR FOREIGN DELIVERY.

Letters

Route No. 1
Inwards —  813 Rates 8 Id. 3 7 9

do —  28 do 8 2id. 5 10

Route No. 2
Inwards —  110U Rates 6 Id . k 12 0

do —  20 do 8 2id . It 2

Route No. 3
Inwards —  81*8 Rates 6 Id. 3 10 8

do —  25 do 8 2id. 5 2 i

Total: 2838 Rates £ 12 5 T i

Other A r t ic le s , Newspapers, Etc

Route No. 1
Inwards —  2 8 Id . £ 0 2

do —  9 @ id . 0 kh
Route No. 2

Inwards —  1 g Id . 0 1
do —  1 g id . o i

Route No. 3
Inwards —  N il

Total: £ 0 0 8

Total: £ 16 19 11

To th is amount I  would add the postage o f the
Inland o f f i c i a l  correspondence, which I estimate
at £1 on le t t e r s ,  and £1. 2. 2. on papers, took
packets, e tc . 2 2 2

________ nnrn„---------------------------- -------------

A BCPSG application for membership form is being distributed with this Journal (except for issues addressed to l i 
braries, museums, and editors of philatelic publications). Why not use it to bring a friend into the Group?

tO|
H» 

N>|
H» 

tO|
H» 

I 
N>|

H» 
iO|

H» 
I 

tO|
M



Making a to ta l Revenue o f £ 19 2 1

As against th is ,  there was the fo llow in g  expen
diture :

For Salaries o f  th ree Letter Car
r ie rs  for seven months and a h a lf 
at £2. 10. 0. per month £ 56 5 0

For Salary o f  Postmaster at te r 
minus o f Route No. 3 at 10/- per 
month for seven months and a h a lf 3 15 0

Cost o f four l e t t e r  boxes, f i x 
ing them up, e t c . ,  1 at Scarbor-
ough and one at end o f each Route 3 12 6

Three Watches fo r Postmen 3 0 0

T o ta l: £66 12 6

each per month, use th e ir  own horses. They have 
tra ve lled  a distance o f 5109 m iles, have dea lt 
with 10,152 postal a r t ic le s ,  equal to 2 .0l  a r t i 
c les  per m ile , at a cost o f  1.75 pence per m ile 
to  the public.

In conclusion, I  would state that the inland 
post has worked so fa r ,  fa i r ly  w ell. The Sta- f  
tions on the Routes have not been f it t e d  up yet 
with tab les , pigeon holes , e t c . ,  as was intend
ed, the expense to  do so being too much at pre
sent, as soon as th is  can be done, the serv ice  
w i l l  be more e f f ic ie n t ly  performed, greater fa 
c i l i t i e s  w i l l  be given , esp ec ia lly  to the 
Country people fo r  the posting, and rece iv ing 
o f  th e ir  le t te r s , e t c . ,  and the service w i l l  be 
s t i l l  more appreciated by them than i t  is  at 
present.

I  have the honour to  be

shewing (s ic )  a deb it to  the Inland Post o f  £U7- 
10. 5. to  the 31st o f  December la s t .

This sum appears not a large one, but I  would 
point out that i t  i s  not due to extravagant ex
penditure on account o f the inland se rv ic e . The 
three postmen, paid at the rate o f £2 . 10 . 0.

S ir ,

Your most obedient servant,

A.

His Honor
WILLIAM LOW, Esquire, 

Commissioner.

L. MARSHALL,
Postmaster.

Editor’s Message
I t  has been learned that the Western Postal H istory Museum has established an award fund in memory of Dr. 
Walton Van Winkle. As pointed out in the A pril 1981 BCPJ, Walton had devoted many hours of volunteer work 
to th is fac ility . The award, to be given at each ARlf>EX Show for the best-researched exhibit of Mexico or 
the British  Caribbean sphere, w ill be a f i t t in g  tribute to emphasize the contributions Walton made for many 
years— not only to the museum but to organized philately in general.

Donations— and they are tax-deductible— should be made payable to the Western Postal History Museum and 
specified to be applied to the Walton Van Winkle Memorial Fund. The WPHM address is  P.0. Box 40725, Tucson, 
AZ 85717. I urge each BCPSG'er to give whatever he deems appropriate to the memory of a great p h ila te lis t  
and dedicated supporter of our Group, and I speak for the entire membership in thanking the Trustees of the 
WPHM for making this-award available on an annual basis.

AL BRANSTON has asked me to announce that UK members should contact BRUCE WALKER rather than A1 for a ll o f f 
ic ia l Group matters (change of address n o tifica tion , dues payments, e tc.). Apparently A1 is s t i l l  receiving 
correspondence from some UK BCPSG'ers who should have written to Bruce in the f i r s t  place.

I must correct an error in my Editor's Message in the previous Journal. I had stated, in a roundabout sort 
of way, that MORRIS LUDINGTON's display of Bermuda had won for him the Grand Award at NAPEX *81 and a spot in 
the APS Champion-of-Champions competition in Atlanta. Morris won the “Grand" a ll r igh t, but i t  was for “Ba
hamas Postal History and Stamps to 1884", not Bermuda. Sorry that I got my colonies mixed up, Morris; ac
cept my apologies, please. I had also fa iled  to mention that at that same show DAN WALKER'S exhibit "Bar- 
wani, a Princely Indian State" was presented a NAPEX Gold and the SPA Research Medal. ( I  need a Secretary to 
help me keep track of where and when who won what.)

F ina lly , I feel i t  necessary to keep repeating what I've  said in at least three previous BCPJ's. I need more 
material, and i t ' s  as simple as that. Aside from the still-to-com e episodes in the Reg Lant "Unpaid and Tax 
Markings" and the Van Winkle/Ramkissoon/Addiss "Trinidad/Tobago Town Cancels" a rt ic le s , I have precious l i t 
t le  “stu ff" on the sh e lf  to f i l l  Journals past 1981. I would be quite disappointed being forced to keep your 
Journal going mainly by printing a rtic le s already printed somewhere else, and I'm  sure you'd be disappointed, 
too.

G EO R G E

DAN WALKER has become engaged to PAT STILWELL, with the wedding planned for early in 1982. Dan met Pat at the 
BCPSG Annual Meeting at NOJEX '79 in Elizabeth, New Jersey. He states that she is interested in Irish Postal History 
and belongs to the Eire Philatelic Society.

ANTIGUA: Your Editor has acquired an item from the much-publicized (in the BCPJ!) Tudway Correspondence, an ex
ample of Robson Lowe Type PD13 on a letter written by Sam Eliot on 3 February 1799 to Clement

To page 134
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B a h a m a s

KING GEORGE VI 2d. REGISTRATION ENVELOPE:

A NEW DISCOVERY

by H. Moreton Black

I t  has been known for some time that 
the King George VI 2d. reg is tra tion  
envelope o f  the Bahamas existed with 
three d iffe ren t inscriptions under 
the fla p . I t  started (as confirmed 
by the SPECIMEN overprin t) with "Thos.
De La Rue & Co.': , and then read "Thos.
De La Rue & Co. L td .", and f in a lly  
"Thomas De La Rue & Company, Lim it
ed." (Figures 1 through 3 ). Figure 3 
is  p a rticu la rly  d is t in c tiv e  because 
the le t t e r s  are s e r iffed  and a l l  o f FIGURE 4
the same height.

Recently I  have come across an example which is  completely d iffe ren t (Figure b ) . The 
type on the face is  o f a d iffe ren t fount, the ruled blue l in e  is  much heavier and 
comes between "TO AN" and "OFFICER" (instead o f being between "TO" and "AN", which is  
normal). On the back the lin e  sp lits  "LA" and "RUE", instead o f stopping short o f 
th is in scrip tion .

I t  seems probable that th is  Figure U p rin tin g  was done by De La Rue during the war at 
a time when th e ir premises were a ffected  by bombing, and that a remainder o f  envelopes 
intended fo r  some other te r r ito ry  was pressed into service fo r  the Bahamas. Perhaps 
some reader who has an extensive co lle c t ion  o f postal stationery could recognise th is 
particu lar type face and t e l l  us for which te r r ito r ie s  th is  type o f  envelope was pro
duced.

At any ra te , i t  is  c lear that there are four d istin ct types o f th is  2d. envelope.

T k o 3. D i  L a  R u e  c . C o . L t o .

FIGURE 2 FIGURE 3

T h os. D e La Rue & C o.

FIGURE 1

T KGS. DE L A flU E  Li Co LTD.

In the next Journal...
THE JAMAICA 1969 DECIMAL ISSUE, BY A L  BRANSTON AND PAT BURKE... RON WIRE'S 
TRINIDAD METER U PD A TE ... THE FIRST PART OF MIKE REGO'S "GUYANA POSTMARKS”



October is “Get to Know Your 
Journal Printer” Month! By GEORGE BOWMAN

My father successfu lly  ran a prin tin g  business in Ohio for more than th irty  years. 
Growing up in that environment, i t  d idn 't take me long to recognize the ingredients 
of a good prin t job. So, upon becoming your Editor in early 1980, I at least had 
some idea of the kind of printer I wanted to handle the BCPJ. I found what I was 
looking for in Kathy Yoo and Raub's Printing Service.

As announced above, th is is  "Get to Know Your Journal Printer" Month. Now, GTKYJP 
Month is  no b ig  deal; i t 's  far le ss  noteworthy a fete than, say, National Secre
tary 's Week or a Cinco de Mayo parade, and no announcement of it s  proclamation has 
been distributed to local media. But I think that— lack of organized publicity not
withstanding— subscribers to th is Journal should at least be introduced to the g ir l  
who prints i t .

Kathy came to the United States from Korea about fifteen  years ago. While a student 
at the University of Oregon she met her present husband, who at the time was attend
ing Oregon State., They now have two daughters, aged seven and eleven. In 1978 they 
bought out Andy Raub's Printing Service, founded in 1965 and shown on the cover.

Kathy doesn't know much about stamps (and she says so), but she makes up for i t  by 
what she knows about printing. In her overall track record of e ight Journals, her 
only technical mistake was in the April 1980 issue, where she had Ron Wike's airplane  
facing the wrong direction. But that was a long time ago, and ever since then I'v e  
really  had nothing to worry about. A ll I do now is  take her my paste-ups, show her 
what pages to half-tone, and te ll her how many copies I want and when I want 'em.
Then I send Ben the b i l l  and forget about it .  There's never reason, now that her 
BCPJ experience curve slopes progressively steeper, for me to check up on Kathy or 
offer her advice. Telling Kathy how to print my Journal would be lik e  te llin g  Bar
yshnikov how to dance.

So, why should I try to improve the "unimprovable" ( i f  there is such a word)? Why 
shouldn't I go with a winner? Unless something happens beyond my control, like  anot-

Kathy Yoo

To page 128
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UNEXPLODED BOOKLETS: AN EXPLODING MARKET

by Michael L. Perlin

As other aspects o f  the B ritish  market r ise  and f a l l ,  one constant remains: The demand for unexploded B rit
ish Commonwealth booklets (including those o f the B ritish  West Indies) i s ,  quite l i t e r a l ly ,  exploding. A l
though not much attention has been paid to the growth o f th is market in  the general stamp press, i t  appears 
to be a major development o f the past twelve months. There is  demand fo r  inexpensive booklets and fo r high 
ticket item s, for those from "hot" countries and from those with l i t t l e  investor base, fo r those from areas 
s t i l l  under the B ritish  f la g ,  and for those from independent nations. In fa c t ,  in the face o f  a somewhat 
stagnant B ritish  market, booklet in terest continues to  grow dramatically.

Although there are now several firms advertising on a national basis re gu la r ly  o ffe r in g  booklets (o ften  at a
substantial markup over fu l l  ca ta log ), the inescapable fact remains tha t----by and la rge----the general a va il-
ib i l i t y  o f  B ritish  Commonwealth booklets is extremely lim ited , even among o rd in a rily  well-stocked British
spec ia lis t dealers. Pre-QEII booklets have v ir tu a lly  vanished from the stockbooks o f otherwise deeply inven
toried  dea lers , and even the most common modern o ffe r in g s  cannot be found in  the vaults o f e ith er the major 
approval houses or the huge new issue firms.

One curious offshoot o f th is market growth has been a rep lication  o f what United States co llec to rs  ca ll the 
"Zepp Phenomenon": skyrocketing prices fo r certain  stamps (e .g . ,  U.S. C13-15) may in no way r e f l e c t  their 
scarcity , compared with other issues se llin g  at a frac tion  o f the high p riced  items (e .g . ,  the centerline 
block o f U.S. 771, discussed in the A pril 13th, 1981, issue o f  Linn's Stamp Mews).

The highest priced recent BWI booklet----the St. Vincent S ilver Jubilee Issue (Scott l*38a, l*87a, U91a; SG B5)
----is  o ffe red  regularly by booklet dealers and others fo r  $50 to $55; on the other hand, some other nonher-
alded modern items have become y ir tu a lly  impossible to  find in spite o f  almost n eg lig ib le  p rice  ta gs : How 
many copies o f  the Trinidad and Tobago 1970 Christmas booklet (Scott 191a-19lia; SG B l),  or e ith e r  o f the
Jamaica Elizabethan o fferings (Scott 159a-l62a; SG Bl and Scott 217a, 219a, 221a; SG B2)----items lis t in g
for $5 and $7 respectively----can be found anywhere?

The reasons fo r  the recent booklet boom appear to  include the fo llow ing:

1. Low supply: Most B ritish  booklets (including those o f  the BWI) are printed in r e la t iv e ly  miniscule 
amounts. For example, 3,000 each o f the two 1961 Bahamas d e fin it iv e  book lets (Scott 159a-l6la; SG Bl and 
Scott 153a-156a; SG B2) were printed, and they s e l l  fo r  $8 and $11; contrast these numbers w ith a set such 
as St. Helena 273-276 (1973 m ilita ry  item s), which r e ta i ls  fo r  $25 with a prin ting o f almost 19,000.

2. V irg in  t e r r ito r y : As speculators move from island to island, and from co llectin g  configuration  to 
co llec tin g  configuration (a lo c a l dealer has to ld  me that he is now breaking up some o f his Channel Island 
gutter p a irs  into singles in an e ffo r t  to  recoup h is purchase p r ic e ), the booklet market remains a re la t iv e 
ly  untapped one. Although p h ila te lic  soc ieties  p r o li fe r a te ,  there is  at th is  time no study group or organ
ization  dedicated to  booklets outside o f  the trad itiona lly-popu lar U.S. booklet area. The recent advertis
ing campaigns by some o f the national booklet dealers w i l l ,  no doubt, cause changes in the pattern , but not 
fo r a w h ile .

3. Booklet format: Although there w i l l  always be a demand fo r rare panes (fo r  example, any o f  the Bar
bados panes l is te d  but unpriced in  Scott [lh la , ll+2a, l66b, l67b, l6 8 a ]) ,  the resurgence in book lets is 
c learly  centered on unexploded booklets. There is  l i t t l e  o f the preoccupation with what has been character
ized (perhaps somewhat u n fa ir ly ) as "flyspeck p h ila te ly " ----watermarks, perforation  v a r ie tie s , e tc . More im
portantly, the booklet format c lea r ly  does not lend i t s e l f  to  the " in s tan tly  created ra r ity "  phenomenon 
(see, e .g . ,  the incredible p ro life ra t io n  o f St. K itts/Nevis overprint v a r ie t ie s  created in the year o f post
al independence o f those two s ta tes ); such a d iffe ren ce  minimizes both the amount and type o f  speculation 
possible in  the booklet market.

U. P osta l use: Unlike many o f  the other BWI o ffe r in g s , booklets are generally issued fo r one purpose: 
actual posta l use. They provide a convenient means fo r  le t t e r  writers to  keep a reasonable supply o f  stamps 
handy to  be a ffix ed  to correspondence; they are ra re ly  hoarded. Thus, the d isparity  between the Bahamas 
booklets and the St. Helena set discussed above is  even grosser when th is  element is  factored in : There can 
be no question that a fa r grea ter percentage o f the Bahamas offerings were posta lly  used than were the St. 
Helena commemoratives.

The debate over the Goldwater stamp advertising proposal notwithstanding, the presence o f  lo ca l and national 
ads in many B ritish  Commonwealth booklets is  a c lea r indication that the expectations are that booklets are 
o rd inarily  used by the purchasers in the country o f  o r ig in . Why, fo r instance, would loca l car ren ta l agen
cies or s l id e  projector manufacturers spend part o f  th e ir  lim ited advertis ing budgets on a cover o f  a Papua- 
New Guinea booklet (Scott 269a; SG B3) unless they f e l t  that i t  was a c tu a lly  reaching it s  intended audience 
----Papua-New Guineans who might purchase the product in question?

There is  another side o f th is  coin which also holds up under scrutiny: those comparatively few booklets that 
were prepared with the in ternational co llec to rs ' market in mind. Thus, the Montserrat Carib A r t i fa c t  booklet 
(Scott 322a; SG B l)  termed a "souvenir booklet" on the cover---, in  addition  to  carrying ads fo r  loca l fur
niture stores  and hotels, includes advertisements fo r  international stamp dealers in London and New York. Un
lik e  the booklets intended s o le ly  for lo ca l use, th is  was produced as a souvenir fo r  American and B ritish  v is 
ito rs ; the ads are apparently geared to  the expected audience. On the other hand, some booklets appear to
have been prepared with so le ly  the international market in mind; they usually are in large format and feature



peel-ana-stick stamps and lengthy textual descrip tions o f the event being honored, such as the Grenada S ilver 
Jubilee (Scott 792a and b ; SG B l) and the Turks and Caicos 25th Ann versary o f the Coronation (Scott ; ;
B2) and Rowland H il l  Centenary (Scott 398; SG B3) issues. Again, on a Commonwealth-wide basis, these appear 
to be the exception rather than the ru le.

A ll o f these factors add up to a situation where demand w ill  r is e  and the meager supply w i l l  continue to  dwin
d le. One o f the key drawbacks to booklet c o lle c t in g  is  the lack o f a coherent catalog system, necessitating a' 
constant flip - flo p p in g  between Scott and SG Elizabethan volumes fo r post-QEII numbering, and creating a v i r 
tu a lly  incomprehensible situation  for pre-QEII o ffe r in g s  (copies o f Work's 1958 B ritish  Empire Postage Stamp
Catalog----the only u n ified  source for these items----are rarely to  be found); th is has probably, served as a
brake on many who might otherwise turn to th is  sp ec ia lty . With added in terest, i t  is  hoped that this problem 
w i l l  be resolved.

Notwithstanding th is  lim ita t ion , the market continues to  blossom, fo r  a l l  the Commonwealth. Although there 
may have been a fa l l in g  o f f  in co llec to r in te res t in some o f the BWI countries that have been a b it  exuberant 
in the ir new issue p o l ic ie s ,  the booklet boom appears to  be an across-the-board phenomenon, touching each 
booklet-producing country (only the Caymans, Dominica, St. K it ts , and St. Lucia are book le t-free  in the BWI 
sphere). Further growth appears in ev itab le ; such a development w i l l  be salutary fo r  a l l  BWI co llec tin g  and 
co lle c to rs .
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“ D e a r  M r . C o lle t t ...”
(Ed: Two giants o f Bee-Wee philately in past years were Gilbert W. Collett, FRPSL and former President of the British 
West Indies Study Circle, and Everard F. Aguilar, Kingston, Jamaica, stamp dealer and publisher of The British West 
Indian Philatelist. As most BCPSG'ers know, both o f these gentlemen passed away some years ago. Mark Swetland re 
cently sent me a copy o f a letter that came into his possession, written by Aguilar to Collett in July 1950. Mark com
mented that the last paragraph of the letter " . . .  w ill be of particular interest to Jamaica obliterator collectors. "

I wish to thank Mark for making this interesting correspondence available. I  have copied it verbatim .)

P. 0. Box Uo6 
Kingston, Jamaica, B.W.I.
July 17, 1950

Mr. G. W. C o lle tt , F .R .P .S .L .
Fiveways,
17k Sheldon Road 
Chippingham, W ilts . , England.

Dear Mr. C o lle tt:

Your report on the P h ila te lic  Congress o f Great B rita in  to hand, and I  w i l l  pass th is  on to  Mr. Nethersole, 
whom I  be lieve is  in charge o f the magazine. Unfortunately, the J .P .S . (Ed: The Jamaica P h ila te lic  Socie
t y )  is anything but a c t iv e , and at present are without a Secretary, and I  do not see them ge ttin g  one un
less  Gunter is  going to  do the job himself. I  have written to  the Treasurer about the fe e s , and I  trust he 
w i l l  be able to send th is  on to  you in due course.

I  have just discovered a very in teresting va r ie ty  in one o f our more modern T .R .D .'s , namely Caresbrooke, 
which just by chance, v is it in g  a friend , I  saw some o f the examples o f  a second type o f  th is  Post O ffic e , 
which was unknown to  me. I t  appears that the rubber stamp wore out around the end o f  March, and for a mat
te r  o f 6-7 weeks a new rubber stamp was put in to  use, with no notice being given o f same. I  have got Just 
a few o f these marks, and I  am sending one on to  you, as I  fe e l  very sure that they are going to  be very 
rare as the Post O ffic e  has already received th e ir  s te e l d ie.

I  had the pleasure o f  seeing quite a b it  o f  Mr. H. R. Harmer when he was in the Island fo r  a few days, and 
he is  certa in ly wonderful for his age.

When the new Jamaica University set comes out around the end o f September, please le t  me know i f  you would 
l ik e  p la te blocks or any particu lar settin g kept fo r you.

I  am glad to say I  have entered my co llec tion  in  the Canadian International Exhibition which w i l l  be on a 
competitive basis, as a l l  countries in th is  hemisphere regard co llec to rs  on the same foo tin g , whether pros 
or amateurs.

I  have been able to  get a rather nice die proof o f  the Id. Llandovery in black and s ca r le t , which I  think is  
not recorded. Have you ever seen or heard o f i t ,  fo r I  do know you have one in black and ultramarine, i f  my 
memory serves me r ig h t ly .

I  have been working extremely hard recently on my ob lite ra to rs , and along with the help o f  Mr. Gibson I  am 
re a lly  getting my sets fa i r ly  w ell completed. A most unfortunate l i t t l e  incident happened a l i t t l e  while 
back. One o f my fr ien d s , a young co llec to r , had a quantity o f these ob litera tor numbers along which were 
the le t te rs  D & E on envelope, and believe i t  or not he soaked a l l  these o f f  to put in h is album. This much 
I  do know that the le t t e r  D & E must have been from the Western part o f  Jamaica. I  have B luefields in mind,

To page 129



Harold M. Honig

How Overprint and Surcharge Errors Happen

Overprinted and surcharged stamps often  g ive  co llectors headaches because o f  the 
large number o f errors that occur during the second run through the prin ting press.

As a c o lle c to r  o f the War Tax Stamps o f  the British  Empire----a l l  o f which are over
printed----and as one exposed to  the p rin tin g  trade, I  have prepared the fo llow ing
paragraphs to help those unfamiliar w ith the trade to understand the "how" and "why" 
o f many o f  the errors that crop up when sheets o f stamps are surcharged or over
printed.

In the War Tax category, p rac tica lly  a l l  o f  the errors occurred in  the lo ca lly -o v e r -  
printed issues and resu lted  from ( l )  the type o f  press used, (2 ) the application  o f 
the overprint to fu lly  gummed sheets o f  stamps, which more or less  curled when sep
arated from the stack or book, and (3 ) the inexperience or carelessness o f  the press
man.

The hand-fed platen press used to lo c a lly  overprint most o f  the War Tax stamps re
quires the operator to  stand in  front o f  the press with the sheets to be overprinted 
on his r igh t and the completed sheets on his l e f t .  Using h is l e f t  hand, the operator 
removes the overprinted sheet from the platen while simultaneously slipp ing a new 
sheet in to  position on the platen. The p laten , with the sheet to  be overprinted, 
moves in to  contact with the raised type in  the form, takes the inked impression, sued 
backs o f f  for the printed sheet to be removed and a fresh sheet to  be inserted . In 
order to  prevent sh ift in g  o f the sheet during th is operation, and the p o s s ib il ity  o f  
excess ink causing a sheet to adhere to  the type, a pair o f  grippers are attached to  
the fron t o f the platen. These hold the sheet firm ly in  pos ition  during the transfer 
o f  the impression and prevent adhesion.

Alex Thomson’s “LADY BOAT” UPDATE

ALEX THOMSON recently forwarded information updating the MORRIS LUDINGTON tabulation  
of Canadian National Steamship Line "Lady Boat" marks published in the April 1975 
BCPJ. A lex 's notes not only expand the EKD/LKD range of the strikes discussed by Mor
r is ,  but also describe an apparently unrecorded Lady Nelson mark.

1. Morris referred to a double-circled "RMS LADY NELSON" handstamp, with the out
er c ir c le  having a diameter of 25 mm. His EKD/LKD was lis te d  as "19487/1952?" Alex 
now reports th is strike  in v io let on a cover aboard the Lady Nelson when she arrived 
at Boston on 17 July 1939. This precedes Morris' tentative EKD byroughly nine years.

2. Regarding M orris ' Lady Hawkins marks: The "rippled c irc le " 28 mm/18| mm 
strike , liste d  with an EKD on February 1938, has been found by Alex on a cover aboard 
the Lady Hawkins landing on 2 May 1939 at St. Vincent. Struck in v io let, th is  would 
technically represent that handstamp's LKD.

The double-circle (31| mm/23 mm) Lady Hawkins stamp to which Morris assigns EKD/LKD 
dates o f 26 November 1931 and 17 February 1936 has been noted by Alex as follow s:

Struck in blue Lady Hawkins arriving at Boston on 4 April 1931.

Struck in v io le t  Lady Hawkins arriving at Trinidad on 2 March 1937.

Struck in black Lady Hawkins arriving at Boston on 19 July 1937, and
at Antigua on 29 September 1937.

To page 136



The overprint was applied to the stamps using a hand-fed platen press sim ilar to  the 
one illu s tra ted  below. (This shows a typ ica l platen press manufactured by Chandler 
and Price, and is  taken from "The Practice o f P r in tin g ", by E. W. and R. W. Polk, 
published by C. A. Bennett Co., In c .)

In th is type o f press, the matter to  be printed is  mounted in a form which is  fixed  
in a v e r t ic a l position  in the chase. I t  is inked before each impression by tra ve lin g  
ro lle rs  that pick up ink from a la rge  rotating disc and pass over the chase, inking 
the type as they do. The press operator is  responsible for seeing that su ffic ien t 
ink is  ava ilab le  on the disc to  be picked up and transferred to the type. Today, ad
justable ink w ells  automatically control the flow  o f  ink to the d isc . However, dur
ing the early  part o f the twentieth century, less  sophisticated equipment used a hea
vy paste ink that was slapped onto the disc and spread with an ink kn ife  resembling a 
narrow paint scraper. The application  and d istribu tion  o f ink onto the disc was a 
s k i l l  that had to  be developed and, i f  the pressman was not d il ig e n t ,  could resu lt in  
overinked, underinked, or pa rtia lly -in ked  printed matter. A l l  o f these conditions 
are well illu s tra ted  in the loca lly -overprin ted  issues.

The sheet o f  stamps to  receive the impression is  placed on the p laten , transported to  
the chase, and pressed against the type to rece ive  the inked impression. The p la ten , 
a s tee l p la te , is  covered with packing and a drawsheet, or tympan sheet. The packing 
consists o f pressboard, tissu e, and bond paper. In order to obtain a sharp, strong 
impression, the amount o f each type o f th is m aterial is  varied to  compensate fo r  d i f 
ferences in the height o f type characteristics due to  wear. During "make ready", or 
the setting-up process, packing is  inserted behind the drawsheet and t r i a l  impress
ions are taken, using paper o f  the same texture and thickness as that to  be over
printed. Packing is added or removed either in pieces or in to to , in  order to  obtain



a uniformly even impression over the en tire  sheet. This procedure avoids o v e r- , un
der-, or partia lly-inked  impressions.

The position  o f the overprints on the sheet o f stamps is  the resu lt o f  it s  position  
on the platen as i t  comes up to  the form. The position is  con tro lled  by the opera
to r , the paper guides, and the grippers. Two guides are fastened to the drawsheet to  
enable the operator to  feed the paper to  the front o f the platen and then to  the l e f t  
The grippers, one on each side o f the p laten  with the l e f t  one inside the l e f t  guide, 
are fastened to  the fron t o f the platen. They serve to hold the sheet in pos ition  so 
that the overprints appear in the desired places. A slur (o r  p r in te r 's  k is s ) ,  a par
t ia l  double impression, and misplaced overprin ts w il l  resu lt from mispositioned 
guides, grippers, and/or sheets.

In the overprinting o f War Tax stamps another factor contributed to  slurs and p a r t ia l 
double impressions. This was the fact that sheets o f stamps being overprinted were 
fu lly  gummed. In the presence o f even a moderate amount o f  humidity, gummed sheets 
have a tendency to cu rl, making i t  doubly d i f f ic u lt  to pos ition  and grip  the sheet so 
that i t  is  p erfectly  f l a t  when i t  meets the form. I f  the sheet curls , the highest 
point o f  the paper w i l l  touch the type, rece ive  an impression, be pushed back against 
the p laten  and receive another impression, at p ra c tica lly  the same point, on fu l l  
contact between the sheet and the form. These impressions can overlap (as in a s lu r) 
can be d is tin c t (as in a double impression) , or f a l l  anywhere in-between; they may 
hold fo r  part o f an en tire  le t t e r ,  word, overprin t, or group o f overprints.

Local overprinting was accomplished with p lates manufactured in London, or w ith type 
lo c a lly  se t, to  accommodate one pane (o r  60 stamps) at a time. As a complete sheet 
consisted o f 120 stamps, or two panes, a considerable number o f errors could and did 
occur. For instance, we can have a horizon ta l pa ir, one with overprint and one 
w ithout; or one with double overprint and one with normal overp rin t; or one with 
double overprint and one without overprin t. A lso, horizon ta l pairs ex ist w ith the 
overprint at d iffe ren t v e r t ic a l positions on the stamp, due to  lack o f coordination 
in applying the overprint to the second pane o f the sheet.

Inverted overprints are the result o f feed ing the sheet in to  the press upside down.
Severely o ffs e t  overprints----ones that appear near the top when they should be at
the bottom or middle, and those that Eire to  the extreme l e f t  or righ t instead o f  be
ing centered, and those that are p a r t ia l ly  or completely s p l i t ----are again caused by
lack o f  care on the part o f  the pressman in  feeding the sheet into the press.

A JAMAICA TRANSIT MARK? by Thomas E. Giraldi

Over the past couple of years I have received covers from various contacts in the 
Cayman Islands whom I had asked to save mail for me.

I have found several of these covers with a Jamaican datestamp on the front and away 
from the adhesives. As readers can see from the examples shown, they come from a ll 
parts of the world. Up until recently, the marking was a 23 mm CDS in black ink; 
however, not long ago I discovered the two covers from the Caymans and St. Vincent 
with the circu lar TRD in purple that reads "Kingston C.S.O./Jamaica".

Are these transit markings applied by the Kingston Post O ffice on mail from the 
Eastern Caribbean, and missent mail from everywhere?

I f  so, why the marking on the Cayman cover? A ll Cayman Islands mail addressed to 
the United States is  supposed to go through Miami, Florida. Is th is cover a case of 
a missent letter with th is  TRD used instead of the current "missent to Jamaica" 
handstamp by mistake?

Furthermore, what does C.S.O. mean? Central Sorting O ffice? Has th is taken the 
place of the 23 mm CDS?
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The St. Vincent cover was mailed from Sandy Bay on 15 March 1980, and received the 
Jamaican C.S.O. mark 31 March 1980, two and a ha lf weeks later, while the Cayman 
cover was mailed on 4 June 1980 and received it s  C.S.O. mark the next day!

Can any Jamaican experts or postmark buffs help us out?

Addressed to 
North Side 
P .O ., North 
Side, Grand 
Cayman Isl.
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Literature for Sale
Membership Chairman TOM GIRALDI announces that xerox copies of the following BWI publi
cations are available to BCPSG'ers at the prices noted. These prices are based on the num
ber of pages required at 25^ per page. In addition, back copies of BCPJ's are available at a 
cost of $2. 00 each. Not all numbers are in stock, so write Tom for details. His address is 
on the inside front cover.
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T h is and T h a t.

BEN RAMKISSOON sent examples o f the items pictured below, both used in  B elize. The 
new o ff ic e  TRD from COTTON TREE VILLAGE, which opened on New Year's  Day 1981, has a

space in the center fo r  a handwritten date. The new "R" reg is tra tion  lab e l, white 
with black le t t e r s ,  was noticed on an envelope posted in Belmopan in la te (? ) 1980. 
(The Belmopan CDS date is  i l l e g ib le  on the xerox Ben supplied.)

* * *

MARJORIE DORAN and BILL BOGG independently forwarded data from the B ritish  Virgin 
Islands newspaper The Island Sun, dated Saturday, A p r il 18th, 1981, announcing the 
opening on A p r il 11th o f  a new North Sound sub-post o f f ic e  on V irgin  Gorda.

The SPO bu ild ing, constructed by the men o f V irgin  Gorda on th e ir  weekends, features 
25 private boxes and a counter capable o f  accommodating eight patrons at one time.
I t  w i l l  be open from 11:00 AM to  5:00 PM every day except Sunday*

Attending the dedication ceremony was BVI Postmaster Herbert N ile s , who announced 
that the Governor had appointed Mr. John George as a paid o f f i c ia l  postmaster o f  the 
new fa c i l i t y .  N iles  stated that Mr. and 
Mrs. George had operated, at no pay, an in
formal "post o f f i c e "  out o f th e ir  home 
since 1959* and doubtless would now appre
c ia te  having not only a paycheck but also 
an e ffic ien tly -d es ign ed  building from which 
to serve the is lan d 's  needs.

The new SPO is  espec ia lly  welcome to  the
managers o f th ree resorts in the area----
Drake's Anchorage, the Biras Creek Hotel, 
and the B itte r  End Yacht Club.

* * *

Also from BEN RAMKISSOON comes the inform
ation that a HELP/THE/HANDICAPPED slogan 
cancellation, form erly in use only at the 
San Fernando, Trin idad, Post O ffic e  in 
1962, has been found used at Port-of-Spain 
in April 1981. Ben didn 't include a p ic
ture o f the cancella tion , so I  assume i t  
was the "standard" machine type having the 
CDS to the l e f t  o f  the canceller bars.

To page 138

CARIBBEAN PHILATELIC AUCTIONS
THE SPECIALISED POSTAL AUCTION FOR 

THE CARIBBEAN COLLECTOR

lEst. 19761

W e offer 5 Sales per Year, a Personal Service and 
Fine Quality  Material

includ ing

Pre-S tam p, Censored, F irst F lights, M aritim e, 
Postage Dues, M issen ts, Sm aller O ffice and 
Unusual Postmarks, Proofs, Specimens, Errors, 

Varieties, Adhesives and Literature.

GET ON OUR MAILING LIST NOW!

CARIBBEAN PHILATELIC AUCTIONS
"GOOD INTEN T- 

18 LINDEN WAY, WETHERBY 

WEST YORKSHIRE LS22 4QU 

ENGLAND

Telephone: Wetherhy 63304
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The “ Unpaid and Tax”  Markings o f Jamaica

by Reg Lant

PART VI -  CONTINUED FROM APRIL 1981 JOURNAL

"SQUARE FRAMED" POSTAGE DUE MARKINGS

Another type o f Surface Mail Postage Due marking emerged from the GPO, Kingston, about 
the middle 1950's. This was in the form o f a square frame enclosing the fam ilia r TAX 
cap ita l le t t e r  "T" positioned near the top , and a S terlin g  figu re below denoting the 
AMOUNT DUE. O rig ina lly  issued for use on UNDERPAID INLAND MAIL, th e ir  usage was ex
tended in  196k to  also include OVERSEAS UNDERPAID ITEMS.

TYPE "D 10".

T
4 d .

A rubber handstamp comprised o f  a 25 
mm single lin ed  square with a s e r i f  
capital le t t e r  "T " 6 to  6 1/2 mm in 
height situated near the top , with the 
AMOUNT DUE below in 6 mm s e r i f  figu res .
Known in both v io le t and black inks,
six values have been recorded in at
least four d iffe ren t d ie s :

Id . v io le t 28 APR 1963 R
black 23 AUG 1965 R

2d. v io le t 21 FEB 1955 20 FEB 1965
R

black 8 JUN 1955 VR

3d. v io le t 25 NOV 196b 7 JAN 1966 
R

7d. v io le t 31 AUG 1966 VR

8d. v io le t 13 JAN 1965 VR

1/- v io le t NOV 1953 VR

Courtesy strikes o f the 1+d. are also
known. These markings were rendered
obsolete coincident with the change to  
decim alization in September 1969.

KATHY YOO (Continued from page 119)

her earthquake rumbling through Southern Californ ia and dropping Raub's P rin ting Ser
vice in to  the Pacific, Kathy w ill continue to print the Journal as long as I continue 
to ed it i t .  Besides, we have a deal worked out. I f  I explain to her the Scott Cat
alogue, sh e 'll teach me how to say "B r it ish  Caribbean P h ila te lic  Study Group" in 
Korean.
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Domestic postcard from the Bronx, NY, USA, to Kingston, 25 NOV 1961+, franked with a 
Washington 5̂  d e f in it iv e .  Postage underpaid and USA 12 CENTIMES s ing le-rin g  Tax mark 
was applied before forwarding. Jamaica Square Framed 3d. Amount Due added upon ar
r iv a l at Kingston.

TYPE "D 10a".

A rubber handstamp with a sim ilar 25 mm 
single lin ed  square enclosing a s e r if  
cap ita l le t t e r  "T" only 5 mm in heigh t, 
and AMOUNT DUE s e r if  figu re  below 6 1/2 
mm high. Only one example as yet re 
corded, in  v io le t  ink.

8d. v io le t  15 NOV 1968 • VR

$ X
M .

"Dear Mr. Collett.. .  " (Continued from page 121)

fo r  by the correspondence that he has that I  have gone through ca re fu lly , i t  does ap
pear that B luefie lds could have been one o f these le t te r s .  Anyhow I  expect that one 
o f these days from some remote corner, the envelope w i l l  turn up in l i f e  s ize .

EFA tbr

With kind regards, 

Yours s in cere ly ,

/s/ E. F. AGUILAR

OWEN PHILLIPS advises that JAMES LEMMON should be able to obtain satisfactory Isle of Man 
stamp service from Urch, Harris and Co., 7 Richmond Hill Avenue, Bristol BS8 1BQ, England. 
(See James' question on page 88 of the July 1981 BCPJ.)



Commercial surface mail cover from I l l in o i s ,  USA, to Kingston, Jamaica, on 15 NOV 
1968, franked with a USA slogan meter w ith  6/ postage. L e tte r  short paid, and a USA 
rectangular T lV l3  mark in  black ink was applied. Jamaica mark DlOa applied in  v io 
le t  upon a rr iva l in Kingston.

"SQUARE FRAMED FRACTIONAL” POSTAGE DUE MARKINGS

TYPE "D 11".

Similar in format to  Type DIO EXCEPT that the AMOUNT DUE f i g 
ure is  discarded. A single lin ed  square 25 mm frame hand- 
stamp with only a s e r i f  capital "T " 6 1/2 mm high enclosed 
therein  at top center. Space below is  blank to  a llow  fo r  in 
sertion o f a manuscript fractiona l postage due mark in  red 
ink or crayon. Some o f the items recorded show a p a r t ia l ly  
ob literated  o b je c t , indicating that at least some o f  the 
Type DIO handstamps were so used. This system enabled the 
handstamps to  be used fo r  a l l  postage due amounts. Seven 
values have been reported, known in  both v io le t  and black 
inks.

V io let ink 21 JAN 1969 30 JUN 1973

Black ink 19 JUN 1969 8 JLY ??

A l l  items reported were a ir mails short postage, and re lega 
ted to  surface m ail.

"SINGLE CIRCLE FRACTIONAL" MARKINGS.

TYPE "D 12".

A handstamp comprised o f a s in g le  22 mm c ir c le  w ith  a 
6 1/2 mm s e r i f  cap ita l le t t e r  "T " enclosed th ere in  at top 
l e f t ,  thus allowing adequate blank space fo r the inser
tion  in manuscript o f a fra c tion a l POSTAGE DUE. V io le t



ink. Three values have keen reported in either blue or 
black ink.

Violet 16 MAY 1966 30 OCT 1967

TYPE ”D 12a” .

A handstamp with s im ilar format to Type D12; a s in g le - 
lin ed  21 mm c irc le  with an 8 1/2 mm sans s e r i f  cap ita l 
le t t e r  "T" enclosed, positioned at top center. V io le t 
ink. Only two copies recorded.

V io le t 11 SEP 1968 26 ?Y 1969

II
I
i

Surface mail cover from Denbigh, Jamaica, to Chicago, USA, 26 ?Y 1^69, franked with 
8d. Doctor Bird d e fin it iv e . Tied with Denbigh 1966 Modern Single-Ring. Surface mail 
rate to USA 9d. f i r s t  ounce, or short ljf postage. Upon a rriva l at Kingston, a fra c 
tiona l marking D12a was applied, with "2" as numerator (double the defic iency ) and 
"9" as the denominator (regular surface mail ra te ).  No USA markings applied.

THE UPU AND FRACTIONAL POSTAGE DUE CHARGES

The FRACTIONAL POSTAGE DUE charges authorized by the UPU on January 1st, 1966, proved 
to  be successful, but the rampant world in fla tion  in  the 1970's made a further change 
inevitab le when the UPU next convened at Lausanne in  197^- The method employed, how
ever, was somewhat o f a surprise in that the Congress decreed, e f fe c t iv e  January 1 st, 
1976:

ONLY A SINGLE AMOUNT OF UNDERPAYMENT, instead o f the current DOUBLE THE 
DEFICIENCY, was to be used as the numerator o f the fra c tion  with the 
same BASIC REGULAR FOREIGN RATE o f the o r ig in  country as the denominator. 
This fraction  is  s t i l l  to  be m ultip lied by the BASIC FOREIGN RATE o f the 
DELIVERY COUNTRY, PLUS THE ADDED LEVY OF 60 GOLD CENTIMES OR THE EQUIV
ALENT FIXED XHARGE o f  the la tte r  country. This added r id e r  proved to  be



the determining fa ctor; i . e . ,  the USA fixed  charge is  20jzf and the Great 
Britain  fix ed  charge 11 pence.

1976 T SINGLE DEFICIENCY

REGULAR FOREIGN RATE 
OF COUNTRY OF ORIGIN

THE BASIC FOREIGN RATE 
multiplied by OF THE DELIVERY COUNTRY

PLUS - 60 GOLD CENTIMES 
OR THE EQUIVALENT FIXED CHARGE

TYPE "D 12b".

A s ing le-lin ed  2h mm c irc le  w ith a sans s e r if  ca p ita l le t te r  
"T" enclosed therein  near the top center. The " T "  is  about 
11 mm in height and 2 1/2 mm th ick , allowing fo r  the in sert
ion in manuscript o f the fra c tion a l postage due. The mark is 
known in v io le t ,  redd ish -vio let, and black ink, w h ile the m/s 
fraction  is  inscribed in red ink. Known used fo r  both a ir  
and surface m ail underpaid items.

Reddish-violet 23 NOV 1973

V io let 25 FEB 1971* lfc DEC 1978

Black 12 APR 1977

Air m ail cover, Spanish Town to Chicago, USA, May 10th, 1976, franked with a pair o f 
5̂  O il Refinery Issue, tied  with Spanish Town double-ring. A ir mail ra te  to  USA in 
creased from 10  ̂ to  20f( per h a lf ounce on 1 May 1975, therefore postage is  10^ under
paid. Postage Due Mark D12b was applied at Kingston, w ith single d e fic ien cy  10  ̂ as 
numerator, but aerogramme rate o f 18^ used as denominator. There are no USA mark
ings and nothing to indicate whether the item was forwarded by a ir or surface mail.

(To be continued)
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British West Indies
Monday\ November 16,1981

0

A noteworthy sale including lots by country and a 
splendid collection of complete sets, high values, 
major rarities and varieties in exceptionally fine 
condition.

Catalog RLNY3, $3, $5 by mail.

Inquiries to the Stamp Department at 212/546-1087.
Stamp Auction Catalog annual subscriptions are available at 
$25.00. Please send a check or money order to:
Christie’s Catalog Subscriptions, 141 East 25 Street,
New York, N Y  10010. (New York and California residents, 
please add applicable sales tax.)

WE SELL YOUR STAMPS WHERE THEY SELL BEST.

Robson Lowe
The Stamp and Postal History Department at

C h ristie ’s
502 Park Avenue New York. N.Y. 10022 212 546-1000

(Ed: We welcome the addition of Robson Lowe/Christie's to our l i s t  o f advertisers.
As most readers know, the RL organization recently opened a stamp auction depart
ment at Christie's/New York, under the direction o f Mr. Charles Dean.

It  should be mentioned here that C h r is t ie 's ,  as well as any other advertiser in these 
pages, would appreciate your indicating, when replying to their ads, that you "saw i t  
in the BCPJ".)

Correction:
Not long before taking this Journal to print, I received a letter from MARJORIE DORAN, 
who wrote that she and Dean w ill be back in the BVI at least through September and Oc
tober, but that her Journal mailing address is  s t i l l  in Massachusetts. Rather than 
try to rebuild the Secretary's Report on short notice, I ' l l  make the correction with a 
note here: Change Marjorie 's address to Box 715, 8 Cannon Street, Mattapoisett, Mass
achusetts 02739. This w ill be effective until further notice.

The Dorans are purchasing a second motor vessel, s im ila r to their 120-passenger "Nat
ive Son", to work in with the West Indian Company cruise ships out of St. Thomas. The



orig ina l Native Son provides passenger ferry service between St. Thomas, St. John, and 
Tortola.

ANTIGUA (Continued from page 117)

Tudway in Wells. This is almost two months later than Bill Cornell's LDK for generic PD 's 
(10 December 1798) specified in the February 1980 Journal. The cover, carried by the packet 
"Westmoreland", bears a ms. 1/8 in black. Who knows of other Type PD's used in 1799?

w n n i ®

Ian and Pat Woodward gave your Edi
tor and Elaine welcome assistance in 
getting out the July Journal. Four 
pairs of busy hands finished the entire 
stuffing, sealing, and bundling job in 
about three hours. Shown, from left 
to right: Elaine, George, Ian, and 
Pat take a camera break, while Sugar 
the Watehcat Bowman vigilantly guards 
a stack of packaged BCPJ's.

Each reader will have to decide for 
himself whether the words FINE QUAL
ITY refer to whatever was in the box 
or to the type of work being done by 
these happy people!

P erso n a l M ention
H eartiest Group congratulations are o ffe red  to BCPSG'er Rt. Hon. J. M. G. (TOM) AD
AMS, who was re-e lected  as Prime M inister o f Barbados on 19 June 1981, according to 
information received from Ben Ramkissoon.

* « «

BWI censorship a r t ic le s  by BCPSG members have been appearing regu larly in the Bulle
tin  o f  the C iv il Censorship Study Group (CCSG). The February 1981 issue carried  
HORST AUGUSTINOVIC's "PAA Flights through Bermuda during I 9I+O"; "WWII Censorship in  
the Cayman Islands", by TOM GIRALDI and PETER McCANN, was published in A p r il;  and 
the June issue featured Horst's "Postage Stamps and Censorship in Bermuda during



World War I I " .  For more information on the CCSG, contact Dann Mayo, 5*^3 Paseo, Kan
sas City, MO 61+110.

* * *

A le t te r  from NORMAN BURGER, received in July, revealed that "next month" h e 'l l  be 
winging his way southeastward fo r  a three-week stay in  Bermuda. While there he hopes 
to " . . .d o  a lo t  o f  work in three areas o f  my Bermuda co llec tion : ( l )  complete my 
cancellations o f a l l  the loca l post o f f ic e s ,  (2 ) update my va rie ty  l i s t ,  and (3 ) 
start some sort o f  research into Bermuda revenues."

Since "next month" was August, and since i t  is  now October, i t  can be assumed that 
Norm is back in Massachusetts with lin gerin g  memories o f a happy Bermuda vacation.
Can i t  also be assumed, Norm, that y o u 'l l  write up your experiences fo r  the BCPJ?

* * #

TONY and MAVIS SHEPHERD sent a postcard, postmarked ll+ July 1981, from sunny Barba
dos, where Tony advised that he had experienced his f i r s t  swim in the Caribbean, had 
met JOE CHIN ALEONG for dinner and a stamp chat, and was planning to  "h it "  a l l  the 
island 's sub-post o ff ic e s  la te r  in the week. He promised to provide the Journal an 
a r t ic le  about his Caribbean capers.

* * *

Congratulations to  BEN RAMKISSOON, whose exhibit "Trinidad and Tobago F irs t F ligh ts" 
was awarded a Silver-Bronze medal a t LURABA '8 l.  Ben didn 't stop there, however; 
he won a Vermeil Award and the SPA Research Medal at BECKPEX '8 l ,  Fu llerton , CA, fo r  
his "Trinidad -  The Britannia Issues".

H H I H i a i l H i H I H I H I B i m H I H I H I H I B I H I M I H I H i a i H I M i a i B I K

Secretary’s Report
NEW MEMBERS:

A ll  applicants l is te d  in the July 1981 Journal have been edmitted to  membership. 

NEW APPLICANTS:
CHAU, Tommy Lim Kwong, P. 0. Box 50261, Raleigh, NC 27650.

College student. Collects mint and used stamps, FDC's, and covers o f the B r it
ish Commonwealth. By Thomas E. G irald i.

SHAW, Reid L . , 50 Holly Lane, Darien, CT 06820.
President o f  Broadcast station . Collects B ritish  America, including BWI, Ber
muda, and Falkland Islands. By Thomas E. G ira ld i.

BLACKMAN, Webb B ., J r .,  10330 Qualla Road, Chesterfie ld , VA 23832.
Senior chemical process engineer. Collects B ritish  America, Canada, Falkland 
Islands, and Great Britain . By Howard C. Austin.

PERCIVAL, Gerald Gordon William, 62 Barcheston Road, Knowle, S o lih u ll, West Mid
lands, B93 9JT, England.

Director, International Insurance Brokers. In terested in a l l  West Indies post
al history and stamps, particu larly  St. Vincent, Cayman Islands, and St. Lucia. 
By Thomas E. G ira ld i.

SWAIN, Larry, P. 0. Box 1̂ +13, Hamilton 5, Bermuda.
Stamp and coin dealer. In terested in Bermuda m aterial. By Horst Augustinovic.

To p a g e  137
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ALEX THOMSON'S "LADY BOAT" UPDATE (Continued from page 122)

3. The double-ring Lady Drake handstamp, having a 42-mm outside c irc le  diameter, 
has a Ludington EKD/LKD o f 13 April 1933/3 February 1936. Alex has come across th is 
mark applied in magenta on a cover landing with the Lady Drake at Boston on 11 August 
1932. The Ludington "outside diameter 32 mm" Lady Drake mark, specified with a 1938 
LKD, has been reported by Alex on a cover arriving at Boston on 24 April 1939. I t  is  
applied.in violet.

4. A lex 's new Lady Nelson mark has outside and inside diameters of 35 mm and 23 
mm. I t  i s  struck on a cover bearing 12£ in Barbados adhesives and backstamped on 27 
January 1951 (see illu s t ra t io n ).  This mark is  apparently o f the same configuration  
as M orris ' "No. 3" on Page 40 of his a r t ic le ,  except for the different diameters of 
the c irc le s.

(for the benefit of those readers without access to Morris' 1975 writeup, I  have re
peated h is  "No. 3" here:

" C.N.S. 'LADY NELSON'

3. Double c irc le  c. 33.5 mm diam. with an inner c irc le  22 mm diam. Between the 
c irc le s  '"LADY NELSON"/Canadian National Steamships' and in the center 'POSTED/ 
ON THE/HIGH/SEAS' in four lines.

Colors seen: blue, violet.

EKD Approx. 1936 LKD 25 December 1947 " )

Our thanks go to Alex fo r sharing th is information with us. No one w ill disagree  
that studying the marks o f these fascinating "lad ies" i s  a never-ending project, and 
Alex deserves our appreciation for making his findings available.



LITERATURE FOR SALE (Continued from page 126)

TITLE PRICE

A description of just about every phase of life on each of the West $ 5.00
Indian Islands by Byron Cameron

Dominica by Bertram W. H. Poole 5.00

Nevis by Fred J. Melville 8.75

The Fiscal Stamps of Jamaica by Byron Cameron 5.00

The Obliterator Postmarks of Jamaica 5.00

Jamaica -  Pre-stamp Covers. 1760-1860 by L . C. C. 7.50
Nicholson

Jamaica -  Temporary Rubber Datestamps, 1881-1938 by L . C. C. 8.25 
Nicholson

The Postage Stamps of the Leeward Islands by A . E. Hopkins (1949) 7.50

British Honduras, 1858-1932 by Harry E. Huber 8.75

The St, Lucia Philatelist, No. 1 4.00

The St. Lucia Philatelist, No. 2 4.00

The St. Lucia Philatelist, No, 3 4.00

The St. Lucia Philatelist, No, 4 6.00

SECRETARY'S REPORT (Continued from page 137)

NEW APPLICANTS  ̂ (Continued)

WASHINGTON, Thomas, P. 0. Box 1383, North Highlands, CA 95660.
Major, United States A ir Force. Interested in numeral cancellations on B ritish  
Colonial stamps, U.S. machine cancels (1880-1950), Royal Train Covers o f Canada 
1939, and p h ila te lic  lite ra tu re . By George W. Bowman.

ADDRESS CHANGES /CORRECTIONS:
HAMILTON, Michael, P. 0. Box 203, 27 King S tree t, London, WC2E 8JW, England.

WINAND, C. P . ,  11 Sprayleaze, Ludgershall, Andover, Hampshire, ST11 9PH, Eng
land.

MEAD, Michael E ., 63 Henry S treet, Cambridge, MA 02139- 

DORAN, M arjorie A ., Box 6l5, West End, B ritish  V irgin  Islands.

MacGILLIVARY, P. A ., 828 Arrow Lane, Ridgewood, NJ 071+50.

G00DNER, Ross, 58 East Avenue, Stamford, CT 06902.

CORRECTION:
The previous Journal erroneously specified  that VINCENT S. WILMOT had been dropped 
for non-payment o f dues. Our apologies go to  Vince fo r th is mistake; he was a 
BCPSG'er in good standing through 1981.

To p a g e  139
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T h is  and T h at...

The previous BCPJ announced that an a r t ic le  t i t le d  "St. Vincent Town Cancels", w r it
ten by long-time BCPSG'er JOE CHIN ALEONG, was scheduled to  begin in th is issue. How
ever (and as stated on an "in sert" with the July Journal), Joe's work w i l l  appear in 
his own, magazine, The West Indies Postal History Review, instead o f  on these pages. 
Joe's analysis includes every v illa g e  cancellation known used on St. Vincent up u n til 
approximately 1972, w ith an EDK/LDK range for each example.

* * #

MARK SWETLAND is  looking fo r a copy o f  the British publication Stamp C o llec tin g  con
ta in ing the la te  Tom Foster's  Jamaica News Letter Number 12. This particu lar S£ mag
azine would have been published somewhere between 30 September 1971 (the issue con
ta in ing JNL Number 11) and 15 June 1972 (the issue containing JNL Number 13 ). Can 
anyone supply Mark a copy (or a xerox) o f  the SC magazine he needs? He w i l l  pay a l l  
"repro" and postage costs. Contact him at 25 Southbury, lUH Loudoun Road, London,
NN8 ORY, England.

* « »

Thanks to  KIL BUMP, who forwarded the fo llow ing data in ea r ly  July. (K i l 's  le t t e r  
is  reprinted verbatim .)

"A new l i t t l e  booklet, 'H istory Around the F a l ',  has been published by the Fal H istory 
Group and the University o f  Exeter, England. I t  should be o f  considerable in te res t 
to  posta l history co llec to rs  in our B r it ish  Caribbean P h ila te lic  Study Group. The 
f i r s t  chapter, t it le d  'The Post O ffice Packet Service from Falmouth', was w ritten  by
Miss M. E. Philbrick. I t  is  an excellen t and concise account o f th is system. I t
deals not only with the packet routes, mails ships, and organization , but a lso  with 
such peripheral items as the Falmouth Packet Agents and the reasons fo r the creation  
and demise o f the serv ice .

"Miss Ph ilbrick  is  w ell qu a lified  to  w rite  on the subject because she is  not on ly a 
c o lle c to r  o f Falmouth postal h istory but has spent many years o f research on the Fal
mouth Packet System. She is  devoted to  the study o f Cornish h istory.

"The other three chapters in the book, w ritten  by other peop le, sure less c lo s e ly  con
nected to  ph ila te ly  but may be o f in terest to readers o f the book.

"Copies may be obtained by w riting to  Miss M. E. Ph ilbrick , The Cottage, Carnon 
Downs, Truro, TR3 6JN, England. The p rice  is  about £1 plus postsige. "

*# #

In terestin g  comments pertain ing to TONY SHEPHERD'S a r t ic le  "Postmarked in Red", pub
lished in  the A pril 1981 Journal, have been received from JACK ARNELL. Jack's re
marks are printed here verbatim:

"(Tony) is  quite right in  assuming that a s ingle handstamp was used for both the red 
and black strikes to  ind icate prepayment and postage due. While th is  p ractice went 
on fo r many years, I  have never established when i t  was in s titu ted  or how ( i . e . ,  by 
P.0. Act or Regulations).

"Often prepaid le tte rs  Eire found struck in  black, and I  have seen many complaints from 
BNA postmasters in le t t e r s  to the PMG e ith e r  that they had no pigment to  mix the red 
ink ( fo r  a l l  the ink was home-made) as the pigment was fa u lty  and would not produce a 
proper red . This accounts for the pecu liar browns and other " o ff-b lacks" that are 
found on stampless covers.

"To answer Tony's query as to  the period o f  use o f the Type 7B datestamp in red : I t  
should be found on prepaid le tte rs  at le a s t  through the l8 6 0 's . Having said th is ,  I  
should add that most prepaid le t te rs  to  Jamaica have black datestamps, although I



have a few red JAMAICA-PAID. The covers I  have to  or from the other islands a l l  have 
black datestamps as prepaid le t te r s .  Most postmasters found i t  too much trouble to  
keep useable red ink around, even in  BNA. Tony may find  that the dates o f use o f 
Type 7B in red correspond to  the term o f  service o f  an individual postmaster, who was 
more d iligen t than most. "

Thanks, Jack!

« * *

FILATELIC FIESTA, the annual convention o f  the San Jose Stamp Club, w i l l  be held at 
the San Jose Convention Center on 13-1U February 1982. BCPSG Awards Chairman PAUL 
LARSEN announces that, as in past years, the FF Committee w i l l  again present BCPSG 
awards to deserving British Caribbean exh ib its.

FF is  an APS-accredited show whose Grand Award winner is  e l ig ib le  fo r  Champion-of- 
Champions competition. A prospectus may be obtained from Show Chairman Peggy Nash,
P. 0. Box 2lk29, San Jose, CA 95151.

* * *

Group Member-Dealers seen at the Stamp Expo '8 l Bourse, held at the Anaheim, C a lifo r 
nia Convention Center o f  2h-26 July 1981, included BOB TOPAZ, GEORGE HOLSCHAUER, and 
JOHN LUNDBERG. Since the Canadian mail embargo was s t i l l  in e f fe c t  a t the time, the 
occasion gave your Editor opportunity to  personally g ive  John, an Albertan, his July 
Journal.

...fro m  H ere and  T h ere

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE (Continued from page l lU ):

APS Librarian, has solved my problem; he is s ta rtin g  a co llec tion  o f  photocopies o f 
exhibits. Yes, i t  costs you a l i t t l e  to make the copies, and y o u 'l l  probably have 
to make special arrangements to make the copies you rse lf, but the reward is  that a l l  
your hours o f work can be used by interested p h ila te lis ts  at th e ir  le isu re . Your ex
h ib it w ill  be ava ilab le at the APS Library and w i l l  be preserved, even i f  your exhib
i t  is  dispersed-
I  am looking forward to our ARIPEX '82 meeting, January 22-2^, at the Tucson Commun
ity  Center Exhibition Hall. By w riting Harry J. Reck, 530 East Deone Lane, Tucson,
AZ 85701+, you may obtain deta ils on exhibiting.

DAN

SECRETARY'S REPORT (Continued from page 137)

RE-INSTATED:

BATES, Rev. Trevor S., 71 South Parade, Pudsey, Leeds, LS28 8NX, England. 

TANNER, Charles M. I l l ,  1201 Ashland Drive, Richardson, TX 75080.

BILL and M OLLY MATTHEWS of Trinidad vacationed in California last August, spending a 
couple of weeks at his brother-in-law's home in Corona. On 20 August Bill and Molly drove 
over to Redondo Beach to visit your Editor and Elaine, whereupon the Matthews and the Bow
mans spent an enjoyable few hours together, including the swapping of stamp stories over 
lunch at Tony's Fish Market Restaurant.
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Z Cable : H a rm ersa le  New Y o rk  Z 
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HARMERS
\ r w  Yurk SPECIALIST

MATERIAL

We have an extensive stock of 
cancellations, covers, specimens, 
essays, proofs and the like from 
the British Caribbean countries, as 
well as the rest of the world.

W e  w ill g lad ly  send  a selection on 
approva l to any m e m b e r  o f the B r it ish  
Caribbean  Ph ila te lic  S tu d y  C roup. Ju st 
tell us w hat k in d  o f m ateria l you 
w ou ld  like to see.
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W ILLIAM  BOGG

La Clery [
YOU WON’T KNOW WHAT THIS MEANS UNLESS

YOU SAW THE LAST JOURNAL! E
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New England 
Stamp Company
643 Sth Avenue South 

“ Naples, FL 33940
2  T e lep h o n e : 813-262-6226
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The Specialist Collector
will usually find something of interest in our auctions held in 

BASLE -  BOURNEMOUTH -  GENEVA -  LONDON -  NEW YORK -  ZURICH

B r it ish  Empire one country collections and single ra r it ie s  are offered regular
ly  each month in our Bournemouth Stamp Auctions' sa le s, and specialised Empire 
auctions are held in London from time to time; the next one is on 18 November. 
B r it ish  West Indies are being sold in New York on 16 November.

I f  your co llecting interests are lim ited to not more than three countries, you 
may be interested in our BUSY BUYERS' SERVICE which is  especially designed for 
co llectors who do not need to see the fu ll range o f our catalogues.

Details from: Mrs. Linda Gulliver, The Auction House, 39 Poole H i l l ,  Bourne
mouth BH2 5PX, England.

We sell your stamps where they sell best

ROBSON LOWE LTD.
A Member of the Christies International Group

50 PALL MALL, LONDON SW1Y 5JZ, ENGLAND

Cables: "Stamps London S.W.l" Telex: 915 410 
V.A.T. No.: 323/7655/54


