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F irst, I  wish to thank Dan Walker for doing such a 
fine jo b  during his years as President. During 
the e a r ly  period o f h is tenure the Group went 
through some unsettling tim es. We are now strong
er and b e tter  able to d ea l with the future. This 
is  due in  no small part t o  Dan's leadership.
Second, I am asking a l l  the current o f f i c e r s  and 
d irectors  to stay on. I t  would be foo lish  to  
break up a winning combination. A specia l word 
must be said about George Bowman. He has had the 
unenviable job o f ed itin g  and putting out our 
Journal fiv e  or six times a year and the resu lts  
have been outstanding. The Journal won s i lv e r  
medals recen tly  at ESPAMER '82 and CHICAGOPEX '82 
which were well deserved. George can only con
tinue t o  keep up the high standards i f  we con tin 
ue to supply him with m ateria l. So please keep 
George supplied with lon g  a r t ic le s , short p ie ce s , 
or whatever o f  interest you have to share.
Third, I  have asked Ian Woodward to serve as Vice 
President o f  the Group, and he has agreed. As
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To page 24



REPORT OF BCPSG MEETING 
AT ESPAMER *82

by W. Danforth Walker
The BCPSG Meeting was called to order by President W . Danforth (Dan) Walker at 10:00 A .M . , 
Wednesday, 13 October 1982. The following members were present:

Ed ADDISS, Jack ARNELL, Horst AUGUSTINOVIC, Bill BOGG, John BUCKNER, Kil BUMP, 
Jay FREDRICK, Barry FRIEDMAN, Lansing KERNOCHAN, Gale RAYMOND, and Dan WALK
ER.

Charles RICKSECKER was not present at the meeting, but was in attendance at the show 1 
following day.

Dan briefly reviewed the events of 1982 (five Journals were published during the year, m 
bership stands at about 400 *, Group finances are in reasonable condition, George Bowma, 
needs articles, five Journals are contemplated for issue in 1983, and a new supply of Award 
Medals were received from our overseas supplier).

The most significant event of 1982 was the initiation of the BCPSG Publications Program, un
dertaken in spectacular style by Ian Woodward on behalf of the Group Publications Committee. 
Ed Addiss had brought to the meeting a copy of one such publication, "The Town Cancels of 
Trinidad and Tobago", and Dan had brought a copy of his "Grenada Postal H istory". These 
copies were briefly and favorably reviewed by the members. Dan referred to a letter he had 
received from Ted Proud (of Proud, Bailey, Ltd ., London) announcing that PB will attempt to 
publish postal handbooks of all British Colonies, and inquiring whether this effort could be 
done cooperatively and jointly with the BCPSG. It was decided that our current publishing ef
forts are not geared to handling such an undertaking, but that we will keep Ted informed of all 
future BCPSG publication activities.

Jay Fredrick presented a review of his research efforts into British Virgin Islands postal his
tory. After ESPAMER closes, he will be visiting Tortola to continue his research, and he es
timates that another three years will elapse before something can be published.

Jack Arnell gave a review of his research into the subject of transatlantic m ail. He stated 
that he is not very active in this area at the present time, but that he is currently interested 
in a number of research projects, including revising and extending the scope of his gold-award 
winning book. While reviewing exhibits at ESPAMER, Jack became interested in the subject 
of Bermuda/Jamaica currency charges, and the conversion charges required from sterling to 
local coinage found on pre-stamp covers. (Ed: See "Just Before Press T im e" in the previous 
BCPJ. )

Jack will also compile a list of articles on the subject from early issues of the Journal. This 
data may possibly provide information for publication.

Dan discussed a series of letters he had exchanged with Lois Willem, wife of the late John M. 
Willem, one of our Group's most prominent research students. For many months John and 
Lois were engaged in extensive research concerning the famous Tudway Correspondence of

* (Ed: Actually, 388. See page O of the Membership List in this issue.)
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Antigua. Some of their opinions and conclusions regarding this treasure trove of letters have 
been printed in earlier BCPJs. They had acquired a marvelous general history of Antigua 
titled History of the Island of Antigua. One of the Leeward Caribbees in the West Indies. From 
the F irst Settlement in 1635 to the Present Time, by Vere Langford Oliver. Volumes I, H, 
and HI of this work were published in 1894, 1896, and 1899, respectively. This trio of books 
runs 1 ,2 1 9  pages in length, measures 15^" by 10§", weighs 2 2 f  pounds, and is illustrated 
with beautifully colored maps. It was published by Mitchell and Hughes of London in a limited 
edition of 150 copies. One set is located in the St. John's, Antigua, Library, and it is likely 
that the set in Lois’ possession will eventually pass on to a new owner, also in Antigua. Its 
value is  beyond the ability of the BCPSG to purchase it, but, luckily, Lois lives in Stamford, 
Connecticut, where the Xerox Corporation is  located. With excellent cooperation assured from 
Lois and assumed from Xerox, it appears possible that the Group could copy this magnificent 
set of books in its entirety.

There are still two problems in this area: (1) insurance while the volumes are at Xerox for 
copying, and (2) the actual copying charge, estimated to run between $350 and $400. The in
surance requirements, of course, will increase the cost. Dan asked if we should attempt to 
have the book copied for our BCPSG Library, stating that he would be happy to ask members 
for contributions to help finance such a copying effort, if it w ere considered worthwhile by 
those at the meeting. A ll present agreed that Dan should proceed with this copying program.

Locations for future Group meeting sites w ere then discussed. In 1980 we met at LONDON 
1980 and at FLOREX; in 1981 we met at Milwaukee and also at a Houston "regional"; we met 
in 1982 at ARIPEX in Tucson and at ESPAMER in Puerto Rico. We are scheduled to meet in 
Baltimore in 1983 and at the AMERIPEX International Show in Chicago in 1986. Dan read an 
invitation from Guy Dillaway, President of the Northeastern Federation of Stamp Clubs, in
viting the Group to meet in 1984 at the Boston Philatelic Show. This created a considerable 
amount of discussion among the members, with comments that meeting in Boston would re
sult in meeting on the East Coast for two consecutive years. Other comments included the 
observation that the BCPSG had never met in New England, and also that Gale Raymond had 
offered the Houston Show (HOUPEX) as a site for our 1984 get-together. It was decided that 
Dan should accept the Boston invitation for 1984, and that Gale should inquire about our meet
ing in Houston in 1984 or 1985.

Dan next discussed a note from George Bowman mentioning that Chuck Cwiakala was prepar
ing a new BCPJ index covering the period 1979 through 1982. (Ed: Hopefully, this will ap
pear in either the April or July 1983 Journal.) The list for the BCPSG Auction at BALPEX  
'83 w ill have to be published in the July 1983 Journal at the latest. Therefore, all auction 
lots should be in Chuck's hands not later than around the first of May.

Dan next asked for items of business from the floor. Jack discussed a number of letters he 
had received from collectors looking for interesting exhibit ideas whose material would not
cost a king's ransom to acquire. Dan suggested a possible field for this type of exhibit-----that
of modern commercially-used BWI postal history and 20th century BWI postal rate studies, 
such as Grenada's air m ail rates from 1929 to 1964. Bill indicated that this type of material 
is available, with some hunting, at reasonable cost. Dan expressed an opinion, based on his 
judging and exhibiting experience, that material such as this presently has a silver-to-verm eil 
award range at national shows.

In conjunction with this topic it was noted that, beginning in January 1983, the APS will offer 
three levels of awards at each Champion-of-Champions qualifying show: (1) 19th century mat
erial, (2) 1900-1945, and (3) Post-1945. Furthermore, at ESPAMER '82 the SPA announced 
that it will commence offering a 20th century award at those shows where its research award 
is normally available.



The final item of the meeting was a motion, proposed by Ed and seconded by Dan, as follows: 
"The ESPAMER '82 Annual Meeting of the BCPSG grants to George Bowman, BCPJ Editor, a 
sincere vote of thanks for the wonderful job he is doing as editor. "  (Ed: Thank you !) The 
motion was unanimously accepted.

There being no further business, the meeting turned to Dan's discussion of Grenada Postal 
History.

The following BCPSG'ers won awards at ESPAMER '82:

W . DANFORTH WALKER -  Grenada's Postal History, 1763-1913: ESPAMER Best Postal 
History Exhibit, SPA King Horner Award for Best British Commonwealth, BCPSG Gold 
Medal

C. KILBURNE BUMP -  Bermuda -  Postal Charges of Nineteenth Century Letters: ESPA
MER Gold, Special ESPAMER Prize, BCPSG Silver Medal

PAUL A . LARSEN -  German Togo: ESPAMER Gold, Special ESPAMER Prize

PATRICIA STILWELL WALKER -  An Overview of Irish Postal History, 1695-1899: ES 
ME R Gold

HORST AUGUSTINOVIC -  Baden Postal History: ESPAMER Large Silver

ROBERT C. DANZER -  Luxembourg -  200 Years of Postal History: ESPAMER Large 
Silver

REUBEN A. RAMKISSOON -  Trinidad and Tobago: ESPAMER Large Silver, BCPSG 
Bronze Medal

JOHN C. ARNELL -  Jamaica -  Pre-adhesive Transatlantic Mail: ESPAMER Silver 

RUSSELL E. OTT -  British Honduras Obliterators: ESPAMER Silver 

HORST AUGUSTINOVIC -  Elizabethan Bermuda: ESPAMER Large Bronze

LITERATURE AWARDS

JOHN C. ARNELL -  Postal History Society Award for best article in the Postal History 
Journal during 1981

GEORGE W. BOWMAN -  Editor, British Caribbean Philatelic Journal: Silver Medal

REPORT FROM THE "ROSES"...

Thanks to MALCOLM WATTS, AL BRANSTON, and TONY SHEPHERD, each o f whom sent a report 
o f  the proceedings o f  the Roses Caribbean P hilatelic S ociety 's  S ilver Jubilee Con
vention, held on 23 October 1982 at the Hotel Metropole in Leeds. This a ffa ir  was 
attended by approximately f ifty  c o lle c to r s  (many o f  whom belong to the BCPSG and the 
3WISC as well as the "Roses"), who had come from a l l  parts o f the U.K. , from as far 
north as Aberdeen and as far south as Exeter.
The morning sess ion  took the form o f  an informal get-togth er for members to  greet 
old friends and make new ones. During th is  period a jury o f  five men judged the 
competitive en tr ies  in the four c la sses  for which BCPSG awards are presented. The 
winners were:



GRAND AWARD (For b est  entry in the show): Les Salton fo r  "French Maritime Mail 
in the Caribbean". Silver Medal.

POSTAL HISTORY CLASS: Michael N. O liver for "Leeward Islands Postal H istory ". 
Bronze Medal.

GENERAL CLASS: Brian E. Thompson f o r  "Jamaican War Stamps, Third O verprint". 
Bronze Medal.

POSTAL STATIONERY CLASS: Michael N. Oliver for "Leeward Islands Postal S tation 
ery". Bronze Medal.

THEMATIC CLASS: Michael R. Rego fo r  "West Indies Sugar Industry".
The judges were A1 Branston (Chairman); Ron Ward, President o f  the "R oses"; V ictor 
Toeg, President o f the BWISC; Frank Deakin; and Ken Watson.
An o f f i c i a l  luncheon was held, after which a "Fun Presentation" o f a mock bunch o f  
bananas was made to Mike Rego. Mike, having won a medal for  h is thematic entry o f  
"sugar", was urged t o  now concentrate on another t o p ic a l-----"Bananas on Stamps".
The presentation was followed by an ex ce llen t talk on th e  King George V P ic to r ia l  
Issues o f Jamaica by Ken Bolton. His c o lle c t io n , con s is t in g  o f  approximately 200 
pages, is  undoubtedly one o f  the f in e s t  on the subject in  existence. Then, an in
formal display en tit led  "Inter-Island Mail" was presented under the d ire c t io n  o f  
various Group leaders, including Graham Hoey, Derek S u t c l i f f e ,  Tony Shepherd, Mich
ael O liver, and Ron Ward.
During the evening a very successful auction was conducted by Fred Stephens, at 
which donation lo ts  rea lized  £L3 and commission lots  £L76 . In most cases covers 
sold better than stamps. Lot No. 220, "St. Vincent Revenue Stamps", brought £20 
against a £2 reserve.
Recent Roses publications, including "The Military Mail o f  Jamaica" and "B r itish  
Guiana Registration", were on sale throughout the day.
The event was very capably organized by the Roses' Honorable Secretary, Malcolm D. 
Watts, who would be interested  in hearing from anyone in terested  in becoming a mem
ber o f  the society. He can be reached at P. 0. Box 91, Harrogate, North Yorkshire, 
HG2 OAB, England.

Personal Mention
The husband-wife team o f  DAN and PAT WALKER continues t o  add material to  i t s  phila
t e l i c  trophy case. At the CHICAG0PEX Show, held on 22-2U October 1982, P a t 's  nine- 
frame display "An Overview o f  Irish P osta l History, 1695-1899" von the Grand Award, 
thereby becoming e l ig ib le  for  the forthcoming APS Champion-of-Champions com petition. 
In a d d ition , her ex h ib it  garnered a Show Gold Medal, th e  APS Medal, the P osta l His
tory Society  Award, and the Eire P h ila te lic  A ssocia tion 's  "Kings S h illin g" pewter 
tankard for the best exh ib it o f Irish  m aterial.

EXPLORATION - WRECKDIVING - U/W PHOTOGRAPHY -  FIELD RESEARCH WORLDWIDE 
INTERNATIONAL COURIER EXTRAORDINARY ASSIGNMENTS

GALE J. RAYMOND & ASSOCS. (INTERNATIONAL), INC.
5^10 W. Bellfort (Mail: P. 0. Box 35666), Houston, Texas 77235, U.S.A.

PRIVATE ISLANDS For Sa le ,  Purchase, Lease. I s la n d  A p p ra isa ls  a S p e c ia l t y .  
SRA, SCV, Explorers Club. Serious Inquiries Only. Phone (713) 726-1119.



At the same show, BEN RAMKISSOON's "Postal Stationery o f  Trinidad and Tobago, 1879 
to  1956" won a Vermeil Medal and a United Postal Stationery Society C ertifica te .
In the CHICAGOPEX Literature Competition, Volume 21 o f  the BCPJ was presented with a 
S ilver Award.

* * *

DAVID INGLE (Dingle) SMITH wrote that the Australian National P h ila te lic  Exhibition 
(ANPEX), held in Brisbane on 11-17 October 1982, attracted  eleven exh ib its  o f  BWI ma
te r ia l .  Of these only two were submitted by a BCPSG member---- Dingle h im self---- but he
certa in ly  represented our Group in smashing style! His "Jamaica -  George V Issues"

and "Jamaican Postal History, 1760 to 1900" d isp lays, grouped 
together as one exhibit by the judges, were awarded a Gold Medal 
and the "ALA Stamps" Trophy for the best British Commonwealth 
exhibit (excluding British Oceania).
We congratulate Dingle for capturing a 
teau. You'll r e c a ll  that the previous

Gold at the National p la - 
BCPJ announced that Ding

l e 's  "Jamaica -  George V Issues" took a Silver at Canberra, 
ing from that le v e l at a "Local" show to a Gold le v e l at a "N- 
ional" is ---- to  say the least-----a quantum leap upward!
Dingle is already looking forward to  1981* and to  AUSIPEX, th 
"International" scheduled at Melbourne on 21-30 September of 
that year. He promises to send additional d e ta ils  and prospe< 

tus material as soon as i t  is ava ilab le . There are plenty o f  Australian co llectors 
interested in the BWI sphere, says D ingle, and having a significant number o f  
BCPSG'ers exhibiting at AUSIPEX might be just the tr ig g e r  to  persuade those people 
"down under" to apply for membership.

* * *

GALE and NAOMI RAYMOND experienced a rather nerve-frazzling October, with th eir not 
making a certain airplane connection turning out to be the luckiest th ing  they ever 
d id n 't  do.
But f ir s t  things f i r s t .  Gale's camera, with three dozen shots o f BCPSG ESPAMER ac
t iv i t ie s ,  was s to len  from his f lig h t  bag at the San Juan Airport. Then, having 
spent a short vacation  on Anguilla, Gale and Naomi had planned to catch  the October 
20th Caribair f l ig h t  to St. Thomas. However, they decided to  postpone the tr ip  for 
a day.
The a ircra ft for  the October 20th f l ig h t ,  a new plane only two months o ld , crashed 
at sea and sank in stan tly . All e ight persons on board were k illed , and no trace o f 
the plane or it s  passengers has been found.
Some erudite philosopher once said that "L ife  is a crap shoot". We're glad that
Gale and Naomi r o lle d  a seven.

To page 22

Secretary’s Report
NEW MEMBERS:

A ll applicants l is t e d  in the December 1982 BCPJ have been admitted t o  membership.

ADDRESS CHANGES/CORRECTIONS:
PARE, John A ., 10719 North De La Warr C ircle, lhW, Mequon, WI 53092.
ROSIE, Walter A ., 1756 West Lincoln , Birmingham, MI h8009.

To page 17
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THE BELIZE COLONIAL POST OFFICE (1860) -  A POSTAL RATE PROBLEM
by DR. IA N  A . M ATHESON

Robson L o w e 's  Encyclopaedia ( l )  s ta te s  that the f i r s t  regu lar  post o f f i c e  in  B e l iz e  was opened in  1857 and 
that i t  was a branch under th e  GPO, London. In A p r i l  1858 a supply o f  B r i t i s h  adhesives was d is p a tch e d  to  
B e liz e , t o g e th e r  with two "AO6 "  barred  oval c a n c e l l e r s .  The denom inations o f  stamps sent w ere I d .  ( in la n d  
r a te ) , Ud. (B e l iz e  to  any p o r t  in  the Caribbean o r  d i r e c t l y  to  the US e a s t  c o a s t ) ,  6d. ( j o u n c e  r a t e  t o  the 
UK or p a c k e t  ra te  to  the US v i a  Havana or  Jam aica ), and I s .  (double 6 d . r a t e  o r  t r i p l e  Ud. r a t e ) .
Several exam ples o f  covers e x i s t  which confirm  t h i s  6d . ra te  to  the UK. B r itn o r  (2 )  w rites t h a t  P .O . Not
ic e ,  March 185** (No. 15) determ ined  th at the p o s t a l  ra te  between the UK and B e l iz e  would be 6 d . p e r  h a l f 
ounce o r  p a r t  up to  1 ounce, and I s .  p er  ounce f o r  each  ad d ition a l ou nce o r  p a r t .

On 31 M arch i860 the post o f f i c e  ceased to  r e p o rt t o  London; the B r i t i s h  Honduras A d m in istra tion  took  over 
co n tro l o f  the Post the f o l lo w in g  day. A datestam p in s c r ib e d  "BELIZE PAID" was despatched t o  B e l i z e  in  Ap
r i l  i8 6 0 , and from May i860 B r i t i s h  adhesives w ere withdrawn and the handstamp u sed . I t  is  a t  t h i s  stage 
that th e  p o s ta l  ra te  p ic tu re  becom es somewhat u n c le a r .  The only exam ples o f  the "B e lize  P a id " datestam p 
which I  know used to  the UK o r  E ire  are shown in  t h e  fo llo w in g  l i s t :

Code C 17 July  i860 Rated "5 " and " 6 "  in  red manuscript

Code C 15 December l 8 6 l Rated "5" in red  m anu scrip t

Code A 7 July 1868 Rated I s .

Code A 3 August 1868 To E ire . Rated I s .

Code A 7 A pril 1869 To E ire . Rate unknown.

I know o f  se v e ra l examples o f  Code A used from 186U t o  Germany or Jam aica w ith  appropria te  m a n u scr ip t ra te  
markings. Robson Lowe s t a t e s  " . . . a n  l8 6 l  cover  ( t o  UK) i s  known c l e a r l y  marked 5d. prepaid w h ich  probably 
t r a v e l le d  by  p r iv a te  sh ip " . T h is  may be the 15 Decem ber l8 6 l  cover d e s c r ib e d  ab ove , or may b e  an a d d ition a l 
example o f  th is  mysterious 5 d . r a te .

The I s . r a t e  between B e lize  and the UK was in tr o d u ce d  in  A p r il 1863 as o u t lin e d  in P.O. N o t i c e ,  2k March 
1863 (N o . 8 ) .  P.O. N otice , 17 May 1867 (No. 17) s t ip u la t e d  that the r a t e  v ia  New Orleans w ould  b e  1 /2 ,  in 
clud ing  th e  US tr a n s it  r a te ,  and P.O. N otice , 17 F ebruary  1868 (No. 5) determ ined  that the r a t e  f o r  prepaid 
le t t e r s  w ould  be reduced ba ck  t o  I s .  per h a lf -o u n c e .

FIGURE 1: 17th July 1860 -  Cover to England with BELIZE PAID Code C of 17 July, 
1860, manuscript " 5 "  alongside, and a LONDON PAID CDS of 12 August, 1860 , with 
manuscript "6 "  alongside, RYDE receipt CDS on reverse.



I t  i s  in te re s t in g  t o  n ote  th at Lowe's E n cy c lo p a e d ia  w rites o f  th e  B e liz e  Paid datestam p: " . . . ( i t )  i s  fou n d  
w ith  Code L etters A and C, the former i s  n orm al". I t  would a p p ear  from the dates r e co rd e d  here that Code C 
was used f i r s t ,  p o s s ib ly  u n t il  B ritish  Honduras was form ally d e c la r e d  a Crown Colony on 12 May 1862, and 
th at Code A was u se d  la t e r .  The i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  datestamp in  the Encyclopaedia i s  dated 27 A pril i8 6 0  
(Code A). I  presume th is  i s  taken from th e  p r o o f  book in London.

Taking the above l im it e d  in form ation , s e v e r a l  th e o r ie s  can be p rop osed  concerning th e  5d. ra te  and th e  u se  
o f  th e  Code C datestam p.

1. Code A and Code C were used c o n c u r r e n t ly ,  but the Code C was used fo r  m ail c a r r ie d  p r iv a te ly .
This would e x p la in  th e  r e la t iv e  s c a r c ity  o f  Code C and a lso  th e  u se  o f  a d if fe r e n t  p o s t a l  r a te . I t  does n o t 
exp la in  why the Code C covers known t o  me p red a te  a l l  the Code A c o v e r s ; however, th e  rep ortin g  o f  a s in g le  
Code A or C co v e r  " o u t  o f  sequence" w ould le n d  support to  t h i s  th e o ry  i f  the cover  w ere endorsed with th e  
appropriate p o s ta l  r a t e .

2. Code C was used f i r s t ,  fo llo w e d  by  Code A. In the e a r ly  days while Code C was in  use, the B e l i z e -  
UK p o s ta l rate was reduced  t o  5d. (a  change in  th e  UK-Belize r a t e  would have been r e co rd e d  but a change in  
the Belize-UK may n o t  have been ). The r a t e  was restored  som etim e la t e r  to  match th e  UK -Belize rate .

3. The red  m anu script "5" is  not a p o s t a l  r a te . The i8 6 0  co v e r  o f  Figure 1 shows both  a m anuscript 
"5 "  and "6 " . The " 6 "  may actu a lly  be th e  p o s ta l  ra te . I can n ot th ink  what s ig n i f i c a n c e  th e  "5" may have o r  
why the l8 6 l c o v e r  (F ig u re  2) should o n ly  b e a r  a "5 " .

FIGURE 2 : 15th December 1861 -  Cover to Scotland with BELIZE PAID Code C of
15 December, 1861, overstruck by LONDON PAID CDS of 14 January, 1862. Manu
script " 5 "  alongside. Edinburgh receipt CDS is dated 15 January, 1862.



This p o s t a l  ra te  problem c o u ld  e a s i ly  be r e s o lv e d  i f  covers  were m ore p l e n t i f u l .  However, in  l 8 6 l  the 
c o u n t r y 's  popu lation  was o n ly  6 ,5 0 0 , o f  whom o n ly  a sm all percentage c o u ld  w r it e — hence th e  s c a r c i t y  o f  
m a te r ia l .  To fu rther c o m p lica te  m atters, the c o n t r a c t  f o r  the c a r r ia g e  o f  m a ils  was held  b y  th e  Royal Mail 
Steam P ack et Company (3 )  u n t i l  1865 and by th e  W est In d ia  and P a c i f i c  Steam ship Company u n t i l  A p r i l  1866. 
A ll m a il  u n t i l  the end o f  1866 had t o  be c a r r ie d  p r iv a te ly  u n t il a new c o n t r a c t  was agreed w hereby  m ail was 
c a r r ie d  by  packet to  Havana and thence by s c h o o n e r . From May 1867 th e  m ail was c a r r ie d  m onth ly  by the 
US c o n t r a c t  v e sse ls  between New Orleans and B e l i z e .  These frequent ch an ges may have r e s u lt e d  in  some h ith 
e r to  u n record ed  f lu c tu a t io n  in  the p o s ta l r a t e s .

I f  any read ers have a d d it io n a l  covers  or  in fo rm a t io n  which could  le n d  c re d e n ce  t o ,  or d is p r o v e ,  any o f  the 
above s u g g e s tio n s , or  can come up w ith  other t h e o r i e s ,  I  should be v e r y  g r a te fu l  t o  hear from  them.

REFERENCES: ( l )  "The E n cyc lop a ed ia  o f  B r i t i s h  Empire Postage S tam ps, Volume 5, The Em pire in  North
A m erica , 1639-1952", by R obson  Lowe.

(2 )  " B r i t i s h  West In d ies P o s ta l R ates up t o  1900", b y  L . E. B r itn o r , p u b lis h e d  by th e  B r it 
is h  W est In d ies  Study C i r c l e ,  1977-

(3 ) Stamp M agazine, November 1 9 70  (Pages 5*»-55), t .  E . B r itn o r .

(Ed: Not long after "pasting up" Ian 's  a r t ic le  above, I  received from him a xerox o f
a document, dated 8 February i860, published by the B r it is h  Honduras Post O ffice  and 
e n tit le d  "XXIII Vic. Cap. IV -  An A ct to authorize the payment by the P ublic Trea
surer o f  the Expences attending the Management o f the Post O ffice  in th is  Settlement, 
and t o  enable the Superintendent and Council to assume i t s  Direction and C ontrol". 
Rather than re-structure Ian 's a r t ic le  to  include pertinent data published in  the 
Act, I  have reproduced the appropriate paragraphs below, together with I a n 's  com
ments. )

"V. The rates o f  postage under th is  Act shall be the same as the rates now charg
ed, so far as the same are at present estab lish ed ."

Ian : This confirms that postal ra tes  o f  the period were unchanged from the ex ist
ing rates, i . e . ,  the rate to  the UK remained a t  6d. per ^-ounce, as i t  had 
been prior to  establishment o f  the noted Act.

"VI. The charges on account o f the p osta l communications at present e x is t in g , or 
which hereafter may be provided by the Government o f  Great B rita in , shall be 
paid over by the Postmaster, so far as regards the postage on le t t e r s  to and 
from the United Kingdom, in the ra tio  o f  one penny in every six pence o f  post
age to the P ublic Treasurer o f  th is  Settlement, and fiv e  pence to  th e  Post
master General; and, so far as regards the postage on le tters  to  and from 
other co lon ies , in such proportion , to the Public Treasurer o f t h is  S e tt le 
ment and the Postmaster General, as the Postmaster General may, by any order 
in that beh a lf, to be sp ecified  through Her M ajesty 's Superintendent, d irect 
and appoint; and, where such p osta l communication shall not be provided , the 
whole sum charged for  postage sh a ll be paid to the Public Treasurer in lik e  
manner as are Fees o f  other P ublic Officers in t h is  Settlement."

Ian : This may provide the explanation o f the manuscript "5" on the two covers i l 
lustrated. The postage rate was 6d., o f which Id . was retained by the Colo
ny and 5d. was due to the Postmaster General. This o ffers  another more pro
bable solu tion  to the problem, although I cannot think why one cov er  should 
require a " 5 "  and "6" and the other cover only a " 5" . The Act does not o f 
fer an explanation o f  the Codes A and C.

Editor’s Message
This issue contains an updated BCPSG Membership L ist, which may be removed from the 
center portion o f your magazine without interrupting page continuity. Some readers

To page 18



The “ Unpaid and Tax”  Markings of Jamaica
Dy REG LANT

PART X - CONTINUED FROM DECEMBER 1982 BCPJ

TYPE "DM la " .
A form somevhat sim ilar to Type DM1, portraying the amount due on an underpaid le t 
te r . A pink coloured form measuring 97 mm by 150 mm, used at the Kingston GPO. The 
le tterin g , in fou r straight lin es , i s  in 2 mm to 3 mm upper and lower case seriffed  
le t te r s . As in Type DM1, only one example is known. Placed in su bscriber 's  post 
o f f ic e  box for payment.

Pink coloured form 13 JAN 1918 U.

Another pithy comment by Mr. Clerk (in  h is own 
handwriting); "An other ( s i c )  type of a Postage 
Due stamp but surely a regular stamp would be as 
cheap i f  not cheaper."

JlBh..



12 "UNPAID" POST CARD ADVICE

TYPE "DM 2".

A b u f f  colored "ON JAMAICA GOVERNMENT SERVICE" post card measuring 125 mm by 95 mm, 
mailed to  persons who have dispatched mail via the Kingston G.P.O. with postage un
derpaid.

Buff colored p ost card C irca  1965

ON JAMAICA GOVERNMENT SERVICE

THE HE.-.D POSTMASTER,

CIRCULATION BRANCH, 

(Surcharge Duty)

GENERAL POST OFFICE, 

KINGSTON.

Dc;ir Sir/Madnm,
You recently posted an air mail letter to ........................................ .

.............................................................................................which was prepaid
ily....................................  The correct postage was.....................................

If we had sent the letter on underpaid your correspondent would 
have had to pay on delivery a surcharge of at least tw ice the deficiency. 
We were sure you would not have liked that to happen, so we made 
up the postage to the correct amount and sent on your letter fully 
stamped.

You now owe us.................................... I should bo grateful if you
would stick postage stamps for this amount in the space below and 
post this card hack to me.

P l e a s e  w r i t e t o d a y 's  date
Yours faithfully,

. in i n k  a c r o s s t h e  s ta m p s
H e a d  P o s t m a s t e r ,  K i n g s t o n



MISCELLANEOUS "UNPAID" MARKINGS. 13

TYPE "DM 3".

RECEIVED AT G.P.O. 
KINGSTON*-

A rectangular single frame handstamp mea
suring 55 mm by 20 mm, with legend in 
three stra igh t lines:

RECEIVED AT G.P.O.
KINGSTON 2,

WITHOUT POSTAGE STAMPS
Sans s e r i f  3 mm capital le t t e r s ,  v iolet 
ink. .

28 SEP 1965 R.
Known used in  conjunction with marks Types 
D9e and DA8b .

Airmail cover from Windward Road t o  Chicago, September 28, 1965, received  at Kings
ton G.P.O. w ithout postage stamps. Markings D9e, DA8c, and DM3 applied . Reverse 
also bears Windward Road cancel.

Courtesy s tr ik e s , apparently provided by the Kingston G.P.O., are known o f  two mis
cellaneous markings, issued for  use when the postal adhesives have become dislodged 
or removed. Neither has as yet been recorded in actual service.

TYPE "DM V .

An unframed tw o-stra ight-line handstamp 
with an overall measurement o f  TO mm by 
10 mm. Sans-serif ca p ita l letters 3 mm 
high.

STAMP REMOVED BEFORE RECEIPT 
AT THE G.P.O. JAMAICA.

Includes period after JAMAICA.
Colour? Circa 19^8 o r  earlier?

STAMP REMOVED BEFORE RECE IPT  

AT The G.P.  0. JAM Al C A .



14 TYPE "DM W .

RECEIVED AT G. P. G. JAMAICA 

WITHOUT POSTAGE 5TAMP

A s in g le  frame rectangular handstamp 
measuring 68 mm by 18 mm w ith two- 
s tra ig h t-lin e  legend

RECEIVED AT G.P.O. JAMAICA 
WITHOUT POSTAGE STAMP

Lettering in 2^ mm s e r i f  ca p ita ls .
Colour? Circa 19^8 o r  ea r lie r?

(CONCLUSION)

This and That...
"DINGLE" SMITH states that Jamaican m aterial is not very  common in A u stra lia , but 
that he nevertheless came across an "excitin g  find". He turned up a copy o f  the Lant 
Type RL la Registration Label, the Kingston overprint in  red on Ginger H i l l .  His 
copy is  label number 7 ; now there are three described cop ies (2 , 7, and 3 2 ), two o f 
which surprisingly were found in Canberra.

*#*

Readers who co lle c t  "M issent" marks should be inter
ested in the example a t  the l e f t ,  kindly submitted 
by BEN RAMKISSOON. I t  appears on a l e t t e r  mailed 
from Trinidad and addressed to  Barbados, with a St. 
J oh n 's , Antigua, CDS dated 6 July 1978.

**#

BEN RAMKISSOON made available a le t t e r ,  dated 20 May lf '8 2 , which he had received  from 
BCPSG’ er J.M.G. "TOM" ADAMS, Prime M inister o f  Barbados. The subject o f  th is  corre
spondence centered around the issue, on 8 April, o f stamps and a souvenir sheet mark
ing the v is it  o f President Reagan to  the island. As shown in the i l lu s t r a t io n , the
■ ■ in  i n i i i i i n i i i i m u i i i i i i i i i n i i

BCPJ ADVERTISING POLICY

Advertising space is available on either a "per issue" basis or a yearly contract basis. Per 
issue rates: Full page $40.00; Half page $22.00; Quarter page $12.00; Eighth page $8.00. 
Yearly contract rates, cheaper than above and covering five  issues per year, are available 
from  Advertising Manager upon request. Camera-ready, actual size ad copy required; how
ever, Editor reserves the right to modify any ad to correct spelling, punctuation, and minor 
style errors. Outside ad dimensions, including "white space" border area: Full page, width 
7", height 9^"; Half page, width 7", height 4§"; Quarter page, width 3^", height 4 f "; Eighth 
page, width 3^", height 2 3 /8 ". DUE DATES FOR AD COPY: Advertisers should insure that 
their copy reaches the Editor prior to the specified date fo r  each Journal noted below. Make 
checks payable to the British Caribbean Philatelic Study Group, not to the Editor or the Ad
vertising Manager.

For April '83 issue: 15 February '83  For October '63 issue: 15 August '83
For July '83 issue: 15 May '83 For December '83 issue: 15 October '83

'Missc.nl+: Antigua



gutter between the stamp panes contains photographs o f  both the President and the 
Prime Minister.

15

Certain in terestin g  portions o f Tom's le tte r  are repeated here: " . . . t h e  photograp: 
of me was inserted  without my knowledge or authority, or indeed that o f  anyone in t h e  
Post O f f i c e . . . i t  i s  the policy o f  the Government th at photographs o f  liv in g  p o l i t ic 
ians or persons in  public l i f e  should not appear on stamps o f Barbados. As a resu lt 
of the unauthorised nature o f the publication I have had to refuse to  autograph any 
copies of the s h e e t . . . "

##*

The various B e lize  postal markings described by TOM GIRALDI on page 136 o f  the Octo
ber 1982 BCPJ have brought forth the following observations by PAUL RAYNOR:
Figure 1 depicts a portion o f one o f  Paul's covers bearing the B elize  Independence 
handstamp (th is  time in blue.') and a DANGRIGA CDS o f  30 OC 8 l, almost fiv e  months 
earlier than Tom's 2k MR 82 example.

Figure 2 shows the resu lts  o f Paul's 
sending a pair o f p h ila te lic  covers 
to  ST. ANN. One cover (Figure 2a) 
was returned with a purple single
rin g  CDS, similar t o  the Libertad 
mark in the October Journal, and da
ted 23-10-81 in manuscript; the oth
er cover (Figure 2b) was given a
"fa m ilia r "  St. Ann handstamp----also
in purple but with a manuscript date



16 t h e  normal " s l u g "  i m p r e s s i o n  o n e  e x p e c t s  t o  f i n d  i n  C D S ' s  o f  t h i s  t y p e ,  
i n s t e a d  o f  e  i s  w a s  o b v i o u s l y  p e n n e d  b y  t h e  s a m e  p e r s o n .
T he  d a t e  m  b o t h

FIGURE 3

A l s o ,  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  GALE RAYMOND'S a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  B e l i z e  F o r c e s  P o s t  O f f i c e ,  p u b 
l i s h e d  o n  p a g e  122 o f  t h e  s a m e  J o u r n a l ,  P a u l  e n c l o s e d  a  x e r o x  o f  t h e  F i g u r e  3  c o v e r .  
P a u l  d e s c r i b e s  t h i s  i t e m  a s  a  " . . . l o c a l  c o v e r  f r o m  t h e  B e l i z e  F o r c e s  s h o w i n g  t h e  FPO 
188 C D S  n o t e d  b y  G a l e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t w o  o t h e r  m a r k i n g s  s t r u c k  i n  b l u e .  T h e s e  m a r k 
i n g s ,  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  " a "  a n d  " b " ,  may b e  o n l y  o f  l i m i t e d  i n t e r e s t ,  a s  I  a s s u m e  t h e y  
a r e  n o t  u s e d  b y  t h e  F P O  b u t  i n s t e a d  b y  a  u n i t  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  l e t t e r  c a n  g o  
f r e e .  I  h a v e  a n o t h e r  c o v e r  ( a n  "OHMS" i t e m )  w i t h o u t  t h e  F P O  C D S  b u t  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  
tw o  m a r k i n g s  s t r u c k  i n  r e d  ( t h e  " F o r c e  T r o o p s "  m ark d a t e d  1 9  F E B  1 9 8 2 ) ,  a n d  a  B e l i z e  
C i t y  C D S  o f  22  F E  8 2 . "

***

HORST AUGUSTINOVIC f o r w a r d e d  a  c o p y  o f  a  p r o f u s e l y - i l l u s t r a t e d  h i s t o r i c a l  p u b l i c a 
t i o n  e n t i t l e d  " B o e r  P r i s o n e r s  o f  W ar i n  B e r m u d a " .  T h i s  1 2 l i - p a g e  b o o k ,  w r i t t e n  b y  
C o l i n  B e n b o w  a n d  p r i n t e d  b y  H o r s t  f o r  t h e  B e r m u d a  C o l l e g e ,  i s  a n  u p d a t e d  s e c o n d  e d 
i t i o n  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  w o r k  a p p e a r i n g  i n  1 9 6 2 .  I t  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  e v e n t s  l e a d i n g  u p  
t o  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  B o e r  POW c a m p s  o n  t h e  i s l a n d .  D a y - t o - d a y  l i v i n g  c o n 
d i t i o n s  a n d  r o u t i n e s  a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  c a m p s ------ B u r t ' s  I s l a n d ,  D a r r e l l ' s  I s l a n d ,  H a w 
k i n s '  I s l a n d ,  H i n s o n ' s  I s l a n d ,  M o r g a n ' s  I s l a n d ,  P o r t ' s  I s l a n d ,  a n d  T u c k e r ' s  I s l a n d
------a r e  c o v e r e d  i n  f a s c i n a t i n g  d e t a i l .  T h e r e  i s  e v e n  a  c h a p t e r  d e s c r i b i n g  e s c a o e
a t t e m p t s .

O f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  t o  B C P S G ' e r s  i s  A p p e n d i x  B ,  " T h e  H a n d l i n g ,  C e n s o r i n g ,  a n d  
D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  B o e r  P r i s o n e r s '  M a i l ,  1 9 0 1 - 1 9 0 2 " .  T h i s  p o r t i o n  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  e s 
t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  c a m p s '  p o s t a l  s y s t e m ,  a n d  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  v a r i o u s  c e n s o r  a n d  
f o r w a r d i n g  m a r k s  i n  u s e  a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  l o c a t i o n s .  R e f e r e n c e  i s  m ade t o  s t a n d a r d  
s o u r c e s  o f  " B o e r - o r i e n t e d "  B e r m u d a  p o s t a l  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  b y  
R o b s o n  L o w e ,  S t e p h e n  G .  R i c h ,  a n d  B C P S G ' e r  M o r r i s  L u d i n g t o n ,  a n d  t o  s p e c i f i c  c o v e r s  
i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  G r o u p  m em be rs  H e n r y  P a t t i z  a n d  H o r s t  h i m s e l f .



T h e  b ook c a n  b e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  B e r m u d a  C o l l e g e  B o o k s t o r e ,  P .  0 .  B o x  3 5 6 ,  D e v o n 

s h i r e  It, B e r m u d a ,  a t  a  p r i c e  o f  $ 1 0 . 5 0  ( U .  S . )  p l u s  p o s t a g e  c h a r g e s  ( t o  t h e  U .  S . )  
o f  $ 2 . 0 0  ( a i r m a i l )  o r  75^ ( s u r f a c e  m a i l ) .  H o r s t  d i d  n o t  s p e c i f y  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  
p o s t a g e  c h a r g e s  t o  l o c a t i o n s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

***

BOB SCHULTZ w r i t e s  t h a t ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  i s  p r i m a r i l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  B W I  p h i l a t e l y ,  o n e  o f  
h i s  o t h e r  s p e c i a l t i e s  i s  t h e  p o s t a l  h i s t o r y  o f  M i s s o u r i .  He h a s  r e c e n t l y  w r i t t e n  a  
1 0 7 - p a g e  b o o k  e n t i t l e d  " M i s s o u r i  P o s t  O f f i c e s ,  18 0 L - I 8 9 1" ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  a n  a l p h a 
b e t i c a l  l i s t  o f  p o s t  o f f i c e s  i n  e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  ( l 8 0 U - l 8 2 l )  a n d  i n  t h e  
s t a t e  ( 1 8 2 1 - 1 9 8 1 ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  b o o k ,  w h i c h  i s  p l a s t i c - b o u n d  i n  t h e  8 V  b y  l l "  
" s t a n d a r d "  s i z e ,  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  M i s s o u r i  c o u n t i e s  a n d  l i s t s  name c h a n g e  
s e q u e n c e s  o f  c o u n t y  p o s t  o f f i c e s .  I t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  $ 6 . 7 5  p o s t p a i d .  F o r  f u r t h e r  
i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a c t  B o b  a t  P .  0 .  B o x  28961 ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i  6 3 1 3 2 .

...from Here and There

SECRETARY'S REPORT (Continued from page 7)

ADDRESS CHANGES/CORRECTIONS (Continued)
PHILLIPS, Owen N, D ., 1*12 U niversity Boulevard, Mobile, AL 36608 (through 28 May 
1983).
TATHAM, W illiam  C., 573̂  P ickering Avenue, W hittier, CA 90601.
BARTLETT, Edmund, c /o  Peck, Sprague, and Poor, P. 0. Box 239, Oyster Bay, NY 11771.
BARTLETT, Graham C., 19 Denton Avenue, ' Gledhow, Leeds LS8 1LE, England.
BCPSG congratulations to DOROTHY STAPP.' Ben Ramkissoon reports that she recently 
became Mrs. Dorothy TRUMAN. However, he did not state the date o f  the wedding or 
whether D otty 's  address has changed.

* Bruce Walker announces that Hugh A. H. JAMES' address is temporarily changed to  
"c/o  19 Ferndale Road, Summersdale, Chichester P019 1+QJ, West Sussex, England". 
However, s in ce  no information was given as to  how long this address was to be in 
e ffect, the Membership List s t i l l  carries Hugh's old London address.

BARWICK, Chris J . ,  Customer Marketing Program, IBM (UK) Ltd., P. 0. Box 32,
Alencon Link, Basingstoke, H ants., RG21 1EG, England.
BROOKS, The Rev. Peter: Change "188 Healthwood Drive" to "188 Heathwood Drive".

* RAYNOR, Paul: Change "328 West l8th Street" to  "328 West 18th Avenue".
Post Code Changes: BRAITHWAITE, M. B.: change from W.10 to W10 LAX; BROOKES, 
Brian A.: add B62 0JX; BURKE, Patrick W. C. : change from W03 3DW to  WD3 3DW; 
GARDNER, Arthur J .: change from BS27 3AH to BS27 ^AH; GRAHAM, Gordon: change 
from SK7 6DX to  SK7 6DK; HOPPE, James M.: change from KT20 7UT to  KT20 7UF;
WINAND, C. P . :  change from ST11 9PH to SP11 9PH.

RESIGNED: BISHOP, Dwight E .; DICKGIESSER, Robert W.; DEAKIN, H. F .; KELSEY, 
Douglas A .; Me GREGOR, Chris; ROSENSTOCK, Charles J . ; SURTEES, Vere 
N. F.

RE-INSTATED ( e ffe c t iv e  1 January 1982): BACKAL, ■ Isaac ; ROWAN, Hugh.

___________________________  To page 21
* Not re fle cted  on Membership L is t  with this issu e .



18 EDITOR’ S MESSAGE (Continued from page 10)

might question the n ecessity  o f u t i l iz in g  almost twenty pages o f  Journal space in 
th is manner, hut I d id  i t  for two reasons: ( l )  A rev ised  Membership L ist i s  long 
overdue, and (2) I need to spread my diminishing inventory o f  a rtic le  m ateria l over 
more than just one or two future issu es .
I was urged by Dan Walker to mention the following su b je c t , but I would have men
tioned  i t  anyway without Dan's reminder. The BCPSG's on ly  auction in 1983 w ill  be 
held at BALPEX. Auction Manager Chuck Cwiakala needs a good supply o f q u a lity  lo ts  
for th is  sa le, and he would appreciate vendors forwarding th eir material t o  him be
ginning now! BCPSG auctions have con sisten tly  been great revenue-raisers fo r  our 
organization , so l e t 's  a l l  do our part to  keep the funds ro llin g  in. Why not con
tact Chuck now----his address is  in the Membership L ist-----and describe what you have
to o f fe r ?  Better y e t , send your m aterial f ir s t  and l e t  him describe i t  in  the sale 
l i s t in g ,  now planned fo r  the July Journal.
I c a l l  your attention to  a correction in  the December 1982 Journal. The photographs 
shown on pages 168 and 169 were inadvertently transposed. The picture captioned FIG
URE 1 is  actually FIGURE 2, and vice versa.
F in a lly , I must apologize for the inconsistencies in the type size and ink intensity  
o f some SECTION I en tries  in the Membership List. A fter  the original l i s t  was typed 
i t  was reduced by 26% by a Xerox co p ie r . However, due to  the sudden u n ava ila b ility  
o f th a t machine, la te r  changes to the l i s t  (and there were plenty) had t o  be handled 
on a cop ier which cou ld  only reduce by 2U% and which su ffered  from an ink hemorrhage.
These variations are quite apparent, fo r  example, in the WIKE and WILLEM e n tr ie s .
The le t t e r s  o f the WILLEM lin e are s l ig h t ly  larger and considerably darker than those 
o f WIKE.
Sorry, Couldn't be helped. ---------------------------------------------------------------— —- -

PLAN NOW FOR 
BALPEX ‘83!

CARIBBEAN PHILATELIC AUCTIONS
The specialised postal auction for 

the stamps and cancellations
of the

WEST INDIES
and

CARIBBEAN AREA
Pre-Stamp, Censored, First Flights, Maritime, 
Postage Dues, Missents, Sm aller Office and 
Unusual Postmarks, Proofs, Specimens, Errors, 

Varieties, Adhesives and Literature.

GET ON OUR MAILING LIST NOW!

CARIBBEAN PHILATELIC AUCTIONS

1
(Eat: 1976)

P.O. BO X 91 

H A R R O G A T E  

N O R T H  Y O R K S H IR E  HG2 OAB 

T eleph on e: Harrogate (0423) 69020

S P E C I A L I S T -
M A T E R I A L

WE HAVE AN EXTENSIVE STOCK OF 
CANCELLATIONS, COVERS, SPECIMENS, 
ESSAYS, PROOFS AND THE LIKE FROM 
THE BRITISH CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES,
AS WELL AS THE REST OF THE WORLD.

We -J i l l  g la d ly  send a s e l e c t i o n  
on approval to  any ren ter  o f  the  
B ritish  Caribbean P h ila te lic  Stucy  
Group. C a st  t e l l  us chat k tn a  op 
m aterial yo u  cou ld  like to  s e e .

WILLIAM 50GG

NEW ENGLAND STAMP COMPANY
643 5th Avenue South 

Naples, FL 33940 
Telephone: 813-262-6226

h —



REG LANT’S JAMAICA JO TTIN G S
We are indebted to  Howie Austin, our amiable Group Secretary, for th is  issu e 's  nine
teenth-century Jamaica ph ilatelic item s. Howie acquired several fin e  Jamaica covers 
in early 1982, including two items with both appeal and importance.
The firs t  of these is  a cover mailed at Copse to T oledo, Ohio, franked with a strip  
of four Jamaica QV 2d. issues handstamped with the F97 ob litera tor. Also on the ob
verse appear a manuscript "R egister", and reg istra tion  markings R1 (th e  familiar "R 
in Oval") and RClU dated 3 November 1887 (Figure l ) . Both handstamps were apparent
ly applied at Kingston prior to the cover 's  leaving the island.

FIGURE 1

FIGURE 2

The reverse bears a clear s tr ik e  o f a COPSE single-ring CDS 
dated 1 November 1887 (F igure 2 ). This is  the handstamp 
that the la te  Thomas Foster l is te d  on page 96 o f  his book 
"The P ostal History o f Jamaica, 1662-1860" as follows under 
"Early Date Stamps, Type P l l " :

COPSE 1 FEB 1873
with notation : "Known t o  have been issued on date 

stated , but no proof s tr ik e  exists 
and not known used."

It might a lso  be mentioned th at, in his 19̂ +9 booklet "Jam
aican O b litera tor Numbers", the late L.C.C. Nicholson re
ports that the F97 ob lite ra to r  was forwarded from London to  
Kingston in  September o f 1872, and that subsequently it  was 
allocated to  Copse when th a t Post Town was opened in Febru
ary 1873. Thus, with the appearance o f th is  cover, another 
"missing lin k " o f  Jamaica's postal history has been solved.

For the record, the COPSE sin g le -r in g  mark has a diameter o f 2h mm, with the town 
name around the top  o f  the c ir c le  and JAMAICA at the bottom, a ll in 3 mm sans-serif 
caps; an index le t t e r  "A" appears at the top center, with a tw o-line date below ( in 
cluding the "tw o -d ig it"  year s t y le ) .  The reverse o f  the cover also bears the i l lu s 
trated New York reg istry  marking with the date "11-2U/1887".
The second o f Howie's items (a ctu a lly , a pair o f item s) are covers mailed from Dry 
Harbour on 3 March 1873 and 21 March l8735 resp ective ly , to  "Miss C orle tt, Knuts- 
ford, Browns Town P .0 ."



A r e d u c e d - s i z e  x e r o x  o f  t h e s e  c o v e r s  i s  s h o w n  i n  F i g u r e  3 .  T h e  m a r k i n g s  o n  t h e  3 
M a r c h  e x a m p l e  i n c l u d e  a  D r y  H a r b o u r  s i n g l e - r i n g  CDS o f  t h a t  d a t e ,  a n  A 3 8 H  o b l i t e r a -  
t o r ,  a n d  a  B r o w n s  T o w n  s i n g l e - r i n g  C D S  o f  6 M a r c h .  A  s t u d y  o f  t h e s e  m a r k i n g s  w o u l d  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  c o v e r  w a s ,  f o r  s o m e  r e a s o n ,  d e s p a t c h e d  v i a  a  c i r c u i t o u s  r o u t e  f r o m  
D r y  H a r b o u r  e a s t  o n  t h e  N o r t h  C o a s t a l  R o a d  t o  F a l m o u t h  ( w h e r e  t h e  A38H o b l i t e r a t o r  
w a s u s e d  f r o m  186 2  t o  1 8 9 0 ) ,  t h e n c e  w e s t  o n  a n  i n l a n d  h i g h w a y  t o  B r o w n s  T o w n ,  a r r i v 
i n g  t h e r e  o n  6 M a r c h ------- a  t o t a l  o f  f o u r  d a y s  i n  t r a n s i t .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  2 1
M a r c h  c o v e r  w a s  f o r w a r d e d  d i r e c t l y  v i a  t h e  s o u t h e r n  h i g h w a y  t o  B r o w n s  T o w n ,  a  d i s 
t a n c e  o f  so m e  25 m i l e s ,  w h e r e  i t  a r r i v e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y .  T h e  m a r k s  o n  t h i s  l a t 
t e r  c o v e r  i n c l u d e  a  D r y  H a r b o u r  s i n g l e - r i n g  C D S  o f  2 1  M a r c h ,  a n  A 3 6 L  o b l i t e r a t o r  
( u s e d  a t  D r y  H a r b o u r  f r o m  l 8 6 l  t o  1 8 9 2 ) ,  a n d  a  B r o w n s  T o w n  r e c e i v i n g  m a r k ------- a  s i n g 
l e - r i n g  C D S o f  22 M a r c h .

T h e  m y s t e r y  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  " r o u n d a b o u t  r o u t e "  f o r  t h e  3  M a r c h  c o v e r  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  
r e m a i n  a  m y s t e r y  f o r  s o m e  t i m e  t o  c o m e .

FIGURE 3

MODERN POST TOWN TRD'S

Current philatelic news from Jamaica, including that from Government sou rces , is  s t i l l  
very meager. Fortunately, three o f our BCPSG members, Paul Raynor, "S criv " Scrivens, 
and C lin t von Pohle, proved to be exceptions to the general rule and provided me with 
some interesting new TRD items, a ll Type hi without s id e  asterisks. One new post o f f 
ic e , WATFORD HILL, was actually opened in January 1 9 7 7 .  MYFRS WHARF e x is ts  with the 
name spelled  in correctly .

W ATFORD H I L L  ( H a n o v e r  P a r i s h )  -  O p e n e d  3 J A N  1 9 7 7 .

Item til TRD h i  Violet 5 J U N  8 l

MYERS WHARF
Item #5 TRD h i  Violet Die til 2 3  S E P  80  3 NOV 8 l

(Spelled  MYRES WHARF) Die # 2  2 h  NOV 80 7 J U L  8 1



BANANA GROUND

Black 
(Die #2

21

Item #1+ TRD 1+1
Break in inner oval over middle "A" in
JAMAICA)

22 FEB 82
BLUE MOUNTAIN 
Item if2 TRD 1+1 Rose ? JUN 81 21+ OCT 8l

BOIS CONTENT
TRD 1+1 Black ? SEP 8l

GROVE TOWN 
Item #3 TRD 1+1 V iolet 16 OCT 8l

MONA
Item #7 TRD 1+1 V iolet 7 MAR 81

SANGUINETTI 
Item #1+ TRD 1+1 V iolet 21+ APR 8l 1+ NOV 8l

TROUT HALL 
Item #1+ TRD 1+1 
Item #5 TRD 1+1

Black
Black

1+ AUG 77 
? MAR 8l

9 NOV 79

(TROUTHALL as one word)

(The TROUT HALL illu stra tion  at the right above i s  unclear, but the single word 
TROUTHALL can be distinguished across the top o f  the ova l.)

The most recent a d d it io n  to the l ib r a r y  holdings p u b lish e d  on page T o f  th is  Is s u e 's  
Membership L i s t  1s "Jamaica P o sta l H is to ry  and Stam ps" by Morton, Edwards, N icho lson ,  
and C o lle tt.  T h is  p ub lica tion , rece ived  1n e a r ly  December, 1s the g i f t  o f  member 
JOHN N. TYACKE, to  whom we are extrem ely g ra te fu l.

SECRETARY'S REPORT (Continued from page 17)

RE-INSTATED (e f fe c t iv e  1 January 1983): FREIERMUTH, John M.; TATHAM, William 
C .; GALLAGHER, S cott; * SHARP, Evan.

* APPLICATION PENDING: LUETTKE, Donald.

* Not reflected on Membership L ist with th is issue



F in a lly , the CORN PIECE mark (TRD 37 with side asterisk s) has been recorded with the 
town name appearing as one word CORNPIECE. I w ill describe  particulars la t e r , as 
soon as my overseas correspondent in  th is  matter sends a xerox o f  the item .

MISCELLANEOUS 
RETURNED TO SENDER MARK
A  "MOVED LEFT NO ADDRESS" a n d  p o i n t i n g  f i n g e r  "RETURNED TO SENDER" h a n d s t a m p  w a s  
u s e d  i n  1 9 8 0 .

PARCELS POST OFFICE MARK
A  P a r c e l s  P o s t  O f f i c e  o v a l  m ark h a s  b e e n  r e c o r d 
e d  a t  S o u t h  Camp R o a d ,  K i n g s t o n .

Type PPO 28 (TRD 37) Violet 22 MAY 8l

M o r e  i n  ray n e x t  c o l u m n !

PERSONAL MENTION (Continued from page 7)
«•«

Congratulations to  the following BCPSG'er recent ex h ib it  winners:
At the NOJEX Show, held on 22-21* October 1982 at Secaucus, New Jersey, BRAD ARCH was 
presented with two Vermeil awards. One was for "New Jersey Circa 1869" (which also 
won the New Jersey Postal History S ocie ty  Award); the other was for "New Jersey 
Discontinued Post O ffic e s " . RUPERTA WATERS was awarded a Show Bronze a t BALPEX '82 
fo r  her "Physical Fitness in Finland, as Depicted through P hilatelic Elements".
And heartiest BCPSG congratulations go to JOHN BUCKNER, who was recently elected  to 
the Presidency o f  the Society o f P h ila te lic  Americans (SPA).

«»*

Ben Ramkissoon reports that KIL and GERTRUDE BUMP enjoyed a post-ESPAMER tr ip  to 
Trinidad and Tobago. Perhaps in the near future Kil w i l l  give us a rep ort o f  the 
contemporary T&T p h ila te lic  scene!

««*

In a le tte r  dated 19 November 1982, CHARLES RICKSECKER announces that he i s  planning 
to attend the international p h ila te lic  exhibition BRASILIANA, which w i l l  be held in 
Rio de Janeiro from 29 July to 7 August 1983. He is  in terested  in hearing from any 
oth er BCPSG members a lso planning t o  be at the show.
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William G. Bogg 
Robert Topaz

N E W  E N G L A N D

NORTH

P.O. Box #216 
Waban, MA 02168 

U.S.A.

We have stamps, proofs, color trials, Specimens, and especially COVERS of the British West 
Indies as well as the rest of the world. We send material on approval to BCPSG members on 
request. No sales are final!!! This month we are featuring

ST. LUCIA
Stampless cover to Trinidad 1855 -  ms. 4d. ra te  -  St. Lucia and T rin idad  cds on reverse . Sm all 
corner missing. P art o f  flap missing but neat appearance.

Cover to London with St. Lucia cds on face date DE 25 69 and franked w ith rare pr. SG #14b, the 1 /  
orange. The address has been obliterated, but is  readily  repairable. R a re .

$ 200. 00

$ 4 0 0 .0 0

Postal Reply Card p r o o f  -  both halves attached with m s. inscriptions including "Approved (in itialed)
19th March, 1892”  e t c .  Some foxing. Rare. $ 1 5 0 .0 0

Reg. cover to D om inica franked by SG #34 and SG #56e -  O over H v a r ie ty  -  cds dated May 9 1892
and well tied. Oval R m ark on face. Vertical c re a s e  vertically well away from  stamps. N ice appearance. $ 200. 00

Reg. letter -  HG # la  to London franked with a b lock  of 4 of SG #41 ca n ce lled  by cds dated SP 7 94 and
tied by London Reg. m ark . Neat and clean. $ 200. 00

Cover to Ohio franked by  |d. KE SG #5S showing the rare circular ra te  and tied by cds dated AU 9 06.
The manila envelope b e a rs  an extra cds in the c le a r  both showing the v e r y  rare M index of M icou d .
Vertical fold not a ffectin g  stamp or cds. B ackstam ped Castries and C in c i. Very unusual. $ 400. 00

We have many other interesting St. Lucia c o v e r s  from  $ 5.00 to $ 5 0 0 .0 0 .

Die proofs B&W on w hite card showing ST. LUCIA and value tablet as u sed  in KE and KGV issu e . 2d,
2§d, 1 / - ,  and 5 / -  v a lu e s  ms notes "April 16 -6 0  le a d s ” and "May 1 /6 0  le a d s  from  each" all on  one card. $ 250. 00

As above slowing Jd, I d ,  and 2|d values with m s notes reading June 19, June 20, and June 24 e t c .  as above. $ 200. 00

As above showing 3d value dated June 24 as a b o v e . $ 75 . 00

De La Rue proofs dated July 12, 1913 showing 2d, 2 /6 , and 4d -  all on on e card ms notes as ab ove  -  also
"2 extra" etc. $ 200. 00

As above -  dated 2 .5 .2 2  showing l jd  value m s in scribed  as above, e t c .  $ 7 5 .0 0

Specimen Set 9G # 3 9 /4 2  F -V F  one short perf on  6d, hinged, Cat. £120. $ 100 . 00

Specimen Set SG #45, 51 , 52 F -V F  # 45 has sm all corner crease not a ffectin g  appearance. H inged.
Cat. £150. $ 1 0 0 .0 0

Specimen Set SG # 5 8 /6 2  F -V F  hinged. Cat. £ 1 3 0 . $ n o .  00

Specimen Set KE 1 9 0 4 -1 0  com plete. F-VF hinged . Cat. £225. $ 2 2 5 .0 0

Specimen Set KGV SG #7 8 /88  plus 83a (12). F -V F .  VLH or NH. Cat. £ 1 9 0 . $ 2 0 0 .0 0

Specimen Set SG # 9 1 /1 0 5  F -V F , mostly NH. Cat. £275. $ 3 0 0 .0 0

Specimen Set SG # 1 1 3 /2 4  F -V F . NH. Cat. £2 25 . $ 2 5 0 .0 0

Ditto above, but toned gum . $ 150. 00

Specimen Set SG # 1 2 5 /1 2 7  F -V F  NH. Cat. £ 4 2 . $ 50. 00

Specimen Set SG #1 42 /1 4 3  F -V F  NH. Cat. £ 4 5 . $ 55 . 00

We have a very fine stock of St. Lucia stamps -  mint and used -  that we will be happy to 
ship on approval against want lists.

Phone: 617 -  527 -  4784



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE (C o n tin u e d  from p a g e  2)

many o f  you know, Ian has been the d riv in g  force to get the recent BCPSG publications 
printed and mailed. Furthermore, he cares about the Group.
Fourth, I am pleased to  t e l l  you that there w ill be no dues increase for  1983. None 
w ill be required, based on the proposed budget I have rece ived  from Ben Ramkissoon.
I am hopeful that we can continue the present dues structure through 198U . A lo t  w ill 
depend on the success o f  our auction, to  be held during the Annual General Meeting at 
BALPEX on September 3 -5 , 1983. Send your material to our Auction Manager, Chuck Cwia- 
kala, as soon as p oss ib le .
F in a lly , my concept o f  the BCPSG is th at i t  is  a two-way operation. I lo o k  forward to 
rece iv in g  your comments, criticism s, and especially your ideas that w ill b e n e fit  us 
a ll .
L et's have a great 1983!

ED

JUST BEFORE PRESS T IM E ...

Too late for Secretary's Report: Effective 28 January 1983, GEORGE GRABON's address will 
be 253-14  West End Drive, Little Neck, NY 11363.

A note from AL BRANSTON reminds readers that he would like any BCPSG'er who happens to 
be in his area to come by to see him or give him a call. A1 says that in the past he has spent 
many enjoyable hours chatting with Group members visiting England, and that he "wishes to 
continue that most pleasant activity". So, folks, if you're in London, or Chelmsford, or any 
point in-between, phone A l. His number is  0245-62510.

B A R B A D O S  and G R E N A D A  8th February 1983

The late Bobbie Messenger's International Gold Medal Collection

With pre-adhesive covers, Great Britain stamps used on the islands, proofs, essays and 
specimen stamps, spectacular mint blocks of the issued stamps, studies of the cancella
tions, many covers, rare and unique item s throughout.

BRITISH EMPIRE 9th February 1983

Including the Paul Wolf Cape of Good Hope, with valuable and unique covers, and 
other rare Africana. Also a few selected items of B .W .I .  covers, cancellations 
and varieties.

ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES: 8th $8.50, 9th $4.25 
( in c lu s iv e  o f  postage)

ROBSON LOWE LTD.
A Member of the Christies International Group

10 K ING  STREET, ST JA M ES 'S , LONDON SW1Y 6QX, ENGLAND

C a b le s : “Stamps London SW1" T e le x :  916429 
V.A.T. No. 323/7655/54


