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Report from Boston
b y  C. K. Bump
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The annual meeting o f the B ritish  Caribbean P h ila te lic  Study Group was held on 13 Oc­
tober 1981+ at th e  Boston P h ila te lic  Show. The fo llow in g  members were seen at the 
show and/or at the Group meeting: Ed and Ellen ADDISS, B ill ASHLEY, B ill  BOGG, K il 
and Gertrude BUMP, B ill  FLETCHER, Michel FORAND, Barry FRIEDMAN and Judy Solomon, Tom 
GIRALDI, Harold and A lice GOSNEY, Michael MEAD, Frank and Lee NELSON, Gale RAYMOND, 
Fred SEIFERT, Mark and Jean SWETLAND, Bob and Muriel TOPAZ, and Dan and Pat WALKER. 
Richard B a ltu lis , a new applicant, also joined us. We a l l  heartily thank Bob and 
Muriel for doing a delightful jo b  o f  hosting a c o ck ta il party at th e ir  home, between 
arriving from Australia only a day or two earlier and leaving for  England the evening 
the show c losed . It was a fine get-together session .
BCPSG members played a sign ificant part in the show. Mike Mead organized the bourse 
o f 1*3 dealers and the attending socie ty  booths, and also operated a dealer 's  booth o f  
his own. Bob Topaz and B ill Bogg manned a prominent and active booth which served as 
the focal point fo r  BCPSG'ers. Three members had exh ibits to ta llin g  12 frames out o f  
the 213 in the show. (Ed: Exhibit winners are l is t e d  on page 2 8 .) We only wish 
our Group members had entered more exhibits in th is  fine APS-accredited show, the 
winner of which qua lifies  for the Champion o f Champions competition.
Some important questions were discussed at the BCPSG meeting. I t  was announced that 
George Bowman had chosen to resign the Editorship o f  the Journal, e ffe c t iv e  as o f  1 
January 1986. Congratulations and thanks to George for  his fa ith fu l and excellent 
work were unanimously voted. A lengthy discussion o f  the possible purchase of a com­
puter, suitable fo r  simplifying the ed itoria l ta sk s, resulted in the appointment o f  
volunteers to  look  into the types, costs , and other data needed fo r  a decision. I t  
was fe lt  very desirable to continue to publish f iv e  issues of the BCPJ per year, but 
not to increase dues in spite o f  increasing costs . (Ed: Until further notice, on ly  
four issues per year are now scheduled.) It was a ls o  announced that Chuck Cwiakala 
has resigned as Auction Manager, and volunteers fo r  his replacement are so lic ited .
Concern was expressed over the use by others o f m aterial appearing in  our Journal, 
word for word, without any acknowledgement. Suitable protests w il l  be made.
Attention was drawn to  the COLOPEX Show next spring in Columbus, Ohio, where the 1985 
meeting of the Group w ill take p la ce . Russ Skavaril is  General Chairman o f COLOPEX. 
We hope to have a booth at the show to attract new members. It was a lso  suggested 
that a mailing be made, to a ll  B ritish  Caribbean area collectors l is t e d  in the APS 
Directory, o f  an application blank and a statement o f  the Group's ob jectives  and mem­
bership advantages.
The Group was reminded that it s  25th anniversary w i l l  occur in 1986 .
Ed Addiss announced that he w ill  not be President o f  the Group a fte r  December 1981+, 
and that Ian Woodward, present Vice-President, has declined to take the post.

ANTIGUA M ONOGRAPH
The following pages contain a fu rthe r section of the Antigua Monograph. This section on the 
Edwardian A rm s Type stamps was drafted by Mark Swetland and reviewed by Stella Pearse, 
George Bowman, Peter Brooks, B ill Cornell, and Nat Surtees. Important research was p e r­
formed by A1 Branston and Michael Vokins. Exhibitions o f the Edward Thompson and V icto r 
Toeg collections contributed as w e ll. Photographic assistance was provided by Jinny F isher, 
Jackie Vidourek, and Mark Swetland.
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6. EDWARDIAN STAMPS

6.1 ARMS TYPE STAMPS

On and a fte r July 3rd, 1903, a new series o f 
stamps o f uniform large size, which, except fo r 
the five sh illing  value, showed the Royal A rm s 
and the Seal of Antigua, was authorized fo r use 
in Antigua by the Executive Council of the Lee­
ward Islands ((1)). The fiv e  shilling value show­
ed a sm a ll oval portra it o f King Edward V II in  
an ornate frame. M e lville  ((1)) gives a descrip ­
tion of the design of the nine lower values, taken 
from "H era ldry in P h ila te ly" ((2)). On the low er values, the inscrip tion  around the low er edge 
of the seal has the words "SIGIL. INSS. ANTIGUAE ET BARBUDAE", so perhaps m ore prop­
erly th is  should be called the Royal Seal of the Islands of Antigua and Barbuda ((3)).

The ou tcry  at the issue o f separate stamps fo r  Antigua resembled the comments made today 
on the "unnecessary" issues. Edward Nankivell, w riting on Antigua in 1908 ((4)), stated:

" ...B u t in  1903, despite the provision of th is  issue common to a ll (Ed: the 1890 Leeward Is­
lands issue), a separate issue was made and has since been kept on sale fo r so-called concur­
rent use w ith the regular stamps, solely and exclusively for the purpose of fleecing stamp col­
lectors. As a swindling issue it  is  even worse than the worst o f the much-condemned Seebecks 
for the Seebecks, whilst in  use, were the on ly stamps in use. "

Nankivell concluded his a rtic le  as follows:

"The colony it  is true is  somewhat handicapped by the speculative fleecing issue o f 1903, but 
these stamps may be w ise ly disregarded. No serious specialist would regard the ir absence 
from a specialized collection of the colony as a loss. "

Seventy-plus years la te r, th is  opinion has been totally disregarded. Today, the A rm s Issues 
on the o rig in a l Crown over CC paper and the la te r Multiple Crown over CA paper a re  prized.
In recent years the true scarcity of these issues has been re flected in higher prices, particu­
la rly  fo r the Crown over CC stamps, examples of which on cover are tru ly  scarce.

A study o f the Arms Type stamps reveals a number of paper and shade varieties (see below) 
matching those described by M elville ((1)), although not a ll have received catalog recognition.

6.1.1 1903 ISSUE (W atermark Crown over CC)

The issue in  1903 consisted of ten denominations. As noted above, these stamps w ere author­
ized fo r use on and after Ju ly 3rd, 1903. A used copy of the one sh illing stamp is known with 
a clear postmark dated JY  3 / 0 3  ((5)). No f ir s t  day covers are  presently known, bu t may yet 
be found. The earliest known use on cover o r piece is on a piece postmarked JY 13 /  03, ten 
days la te r ((6)).

CHECK LIST

Value S.G. Color S.G. Number Scott Number

|d . Grey-black and grey-green 
On blue paper

31 21

((1)) -  Number in double parentheses re fe r to sim ilarly-num bered references at the end of 
th is  section.
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Id . G rey-black and rose-red 32 22
On blue paper 32a ”

2d. D u ll purple and brown 33 23

2|d. Grey-black and blue 34 24
On chalk-surfaced paper —

3d. Grey-green and orange-brown 35 25

6d. Purple and black 36 26

Is . Blue and dull purple 37 27
On chalk-surfaced paper - -

2s. Grey-green and pale v io le t 38 28

2s. 6d. Grey-black and purple 39 29

5s. Grey-green and v io le t 40 30
On chalk-surfaced paper - -

A ll stamps were printed on white wove paper, except fo r those noted on chalk-surfaced paper 
(see below). The f irs t color given above is  that of the center and the second color is that of 
the frame. As m ight be expected, the colors given by Stanley Gibbons ((7)) d iffe r, and in  
some cases sign ificantly , from those used by Scott ((8)). A ll stamps were perforated 14.

SHEETS

The stamps were printed in sheets o f sixty, set twelve across by five down, i .e . , five h o ri­
zontal rows o f twelve stamps in each row. The stamps on the sheet are fram ed by a solid lin e  
of color in the co lo r of the frame o r key plate. In the same color, a hollow number 1, set in ­
side a solid c irc le  of color which is  framed by a thin c irc le , appears four tim es on a sheet in  
the selvedge outside the solid line o f co lo r. The numeral appears adjacent to and to the le ft o f 
the firs t stamps and to the right o f the twelfth stamps in  the firs t and fifth  horizontal rows 
((6)).

SUMMARY OF PRINTINGS

C.A. REQN. NO. REQN. NO. DUTY DISPATCHED TO ANTIGUA

41/141 68/01 |d . , Id ., 2d ., 2§d., 3d., 30 MAY 1903 ((9, 10))
6d., Is ., 2 s ., 2s.6d.,
5s.

44/91 24/04 |d ., 2d., 3d., 6d. 14 MAY 1904 ((9, 10))

46/188 98/05 2gd., Is * , 5s* 13 DEC 1905 ((9, 10))

There were three printings of the A rm s Issue on paper watermarked Crown over CC, w ith a ll 
denominations in itia lly  printed on ordinary paper. The f ir s t  printing of a ll values was re ce iv ­
ed in Antigua on June 13th, 1903 ((1)). Second printings of the §d., 2d., 3d ., and 6d. stamps 
on ordinary paper were received on June 9th, 1904 ((1)). A th ird  supply o f three values only 
(2^d., Is . , and 5 s .), which reached Antigua in January 1906, was s till on Crown over CC pa­
per but chalk-surfaced instead of ord inary. Melville states that the la s t three items on chalk­
surfaced paper did not begin to appear un til 1907 ((1)).

Learning that stamps of certain colonies were being cleaned of their fisca l cancellations and 
used over again in  increasing quantities, the colonial authorities undertook experiments to de­



velop a safely paper which, in combination w ith  doubly-fugitive inks, would make the removal 
of any cancellation p ractica lly  impossible. T h is  resulted in the use of a special grade of pap­
er known as "chalk-surfaced", which is treated so as to im part a highly glazed surface. Any 
attempt a t cleaning results in  the complete destruction of the e n tire  surface of the stam p ((H )).

QUANTITIES PRINTED

DUTY QUANTITY ((9,

|d . 120,120

Id. 243,720

2d. 24,840

2|d. 36,360

3d. 18, 840

6d. 12,720

Is . 9,240

2s. 6,360

2s.6d. 6,360

5s. 5,640

The to ta l quantities in stamps of each value shipped to Antigua a re  given above. The Id . was 
issued in  the greatest quantity at 243,720. (Note that there was only one printing o f th is  va l­
ue.) The id . was next a t 120,120. The 2d. through 6d. values appeared in quantities from  
12,720 to  36,360, with the remaining values o f I s . , 2s., 2s. 6 d ., and 5s. a ll below 1, 000 cop­
ies of each, including both ordinary and chalk-surfaced papers.

ESSAYS AND ARTIST'S DRAWINGS

The Da La  Rue Colonial Stamp Book No. 9, page 141, dates the order fo r the dies and stamps 
as December 21st, 1901. P rio r to this date there were dated photographic essays o f the Id . 
value and of the 5s. value. An undated a r tis t's  essay of the Id . value exists, m easuring 23 
mm high by 19 mm wide, which is  delicately painted, the vignette being in carmine and the 
frame in  dark green ((12)). The design o f th is  essay differs fro m  the accepted design, not 
only in  size but in other de ta ils. It has no mottoes or inscrip tions, and the crown is  o f a d iff­
erent shape. Both the lio n  and unicorn are d iffe rent, and the ornamentation is not h ighly de­
veloped.

A photographic essay of the Id . value is known affixed to a card 90 mm wide by 110 mm high 
and dated September 13th, 1901 ((13)). The design is sim ilar to that of the issued stamp.
There a re  two colored washes at the lower le ft, one in green marked "Border" and one in red 
marked "Centre".

An a r tis t's  drawing exists o f the 5s. value in  du ll blue with added De La Rue head in  green on 
thick ca rd  dated September 13th, 1901 ((13)). A photographic essay of the 5s. value is  known 
on a card s im ilar to the Id . essay and also dated September 13th, 1901 ((6)). There is  a col­
ored wash in blue marked "B order" and below the words "Head Green” . This card a lso has 
the w ord "Dupl. "above the word "Border". The essay has been retouched by hand in  Chinese 
White and is shown in the illus tra tion  on the next page.



PROOFS

There is  an extensive range of die 
proofs known, the e a r lie st  of which 
a re  dated in Febru ary 1902, while 
the final die proofs c a rry  dates in 
February 1903. Exam ples ((6)) shown 
a t  the top of the next page are as fo l­
low s:

Upper left - Die proof on card of 
A rm s vignette with cleared surrounds. 
Dated 6 FEB 02 and stamped BEFO RE 
HARDENING, with manuscript Antigua 
P o st Rev orig p late.

Upper right -  D ie proof on card of 
i;d. frame with c leared  surrounds. 
Dated 1 1  FEB 03 and stamped B E ­
FORE HARDENING.

Lower left -  Die proof on card of 
5 s .  stamp with uncleared surrounds. 
Colony name not y e t  inserted. Dated 
22 DEC 02 and stamped BEFORE 
HARDENING, with manuscript Antig­
ua.

Lower right -  Die proof on card o f complete 5 s . , fram e  with cleared surrounds. Dated 1 1  
F E B  03 and stamped BEFORE HARDENING.

The list if a ll known die proofs is  g iven  in Table 6 . 1 - 2  a t  the end of this section. All die 
proofs of this is su e  are struck on thin white card m easuring about 60 mm high by 92 mm long. 
No plate proofs on Crown over CC paper are  presently known, although there a re  plate p ro ofs 
on Multiple Crow n CA paper.

SPECIMENS

A ll values of th is  issue were overprinted SPECIMEN in black at the tim e of the initial prin t­
ing in 1903. Data on these will be found in Section 10 ,  where SPECIMEN stam ps of all is su e s  
are  discussed.

VARIETIES 

COLOR SHADES

Only minor variation s in shade e x is t  between the two printings of the f d . , 2 d ., 3d ., and 6d. 
stamps on o rd in ary paper and between the printings of the 2 |d ., I s . , and 5 s . stamps on o r ­
dinary and chalk-surfaced papers. The frame of the 2 fd . stamps on chalk-surfaced paper 
appears to be a slightly deeper shade of blue ((6)).

Although only one printing of the 2 s .  6d. stamp was m ade, there is a m inor variation in the 
shade of the fram e . Certain copies have a more reddish  tint, while others appear more p u r­
ple. This variatio n  also exists in SPECIMEN stamps o f this value. A s im ila r  shade v a r ia -



(Above i l lu s t r a t io n s  reduced to 90% o f  f u l l  s iz e )

tion e x is ts  in the 5s. stam ps. A comparison o f two SPECIMEN copies shows one fra m e  to 
appear to be in a slightly deeper shade of v io le t  than the other ((6)).

The g re y -g re e n  centers o f the 3d. ((5)), 2 s . , and 5s. ((6)) stam ps seem  to be subject to chem­
ical change although the mechanism is unknown. Chemical change is  assumed to be the cause 
and needs to be proven. P erh ap s, since these  stamps were printed in doubly-fugitive inks, 
the an sw er lie s  here. Com paring two SPECIM EN  copies of the 2 s .  value shows one center to 
be a yellow ish-green and the other a g rey-g reen . Three copies o f the 5 s . stamp e x is t  with 
yellow ish-green centers, one unused on o rd in ary  paper, and one unused and one used on chalk­
surfaced paper. The shades of these three stam ps also vary fro m  each other. The g rey-g reen  
vignettes also  fade to a "brow ny" color, as evidenced by a 3d. stam p ((5)).

(To B e  Continued)

R EFER EN C ES

((1)) M elville , F . J . , Antigua, The Ph ilate lic  Institute, London, 1929.

((2)) M ilne, G ., H eraldry in Philately, London, 19 19 , page 2 5 .

((3)) P e a rse , Stella M ., private communication to Mark W. Swetland, 30 July 1 9 8 1 .

((4)) Nankivell, E . J . , "Antigua", The P o stage  Stamp, No. 1 3 ,  Vol. 3, Whole Num ber 65, 
26 December 1908, pp. 150 -15 2 .

To page 31



Early Bermuda-Carlbbean Letters
g

T H E  GODET CORRESPONDENCE
by Elizabeth Downing and Jack Arnell

(CONTINUED FROM DECEMBER 1984 BCPJ)

A. LETTERS TO BERMUDA (Continued)

(v) London -  Bermuda

5 Feb 18LO "Per P acket". Backstamped at Lombard S t . ,  Lon- (Figure 7) 
don on 6 February and rated 1 / -  Stg. postage 
due. Carried on the Mutine Packet from F al­
mouth on 8 March and arrived at Halifax on 20 
March. Carried on the Lady Ogle Mailboat from 
Halifax on 21 March and arrived at Bermuda on 
31 March. 1 /5  Cy. postage due at Bermuda.

FIGURE 7

*  »  *  *  *

B. LETTERS FROM BERMUDA

( i)  Bermuda -  S t .  Eu sta tiu s

23 Mar 1793

28 Mar 18 30 1 
20 Apr 1830J

"Favoured by Capt. Dennis Dismount".

"By Capt. Darrell (referred to in 19 June 1830 
le tte r  to  Bermuda).

IT Jun 1830
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The fo llo w in g  a re  th e  re p ly  n o ta t io n s  on le t t e r s  t o  Bermuda from  

S t .  E u s ta t iu s :

6 Feh

2 Apr

1+ Aug

23 Mar

10 Jul

3 Jun

6 Jun

8 Mar

1837 (23  Jul 1836) -  "Per Venilia, Jimy Jones, via St.
Thomas". RG -  Cleared 3 February Sloop V en ilia , Jones, 
S t . Thomas.

1838 (2  Nov 1837) - "V ia  Barbados".

1838 (27 Jun 1838) - "V ia Barbados".

1839
RG

(1  Oct 1838 & 19 Jan 1839) -  "By Capt. Patten".
-  Cleared 22 March Sch. Adeona, P atten , S t. Thomas.

18U3 (9 Mar 181+3) - "Per Steadfast v ia  Barbados".

1 8 UU (22  Apr 181+1+) - "V ia Barbados".

181+5 (12  May 181+5) - "V ia  Islands".

1 8 6 1 (18  Feb 1861) - "By the mail to S t .  Thomas". Car-
r i e d  by th e  Cunard D e l t a  from Bermuda on 15 March.

(11) Bermuda -  Demerara

23 Sep 1823 "Via Capt. Adams, Brig. Anne".

6 Dec 1826 '

* * * # #

C. INTER-ISLAND AND OTHER LETTERS

( i ) Barbados -  Demerara

23 Nov 1826 "By favour of Mrs. Brotheyon".

Nov 1828 "Favour of Mr. S . Harvey".

(11) S t.  K it t s  -  Demerara

11 Sep 1828 "Per Mailboat". Backstamped in S t . K itts on 
ll+ September. Ld. Stg. postage due. (An­
swered on 28 Oct 1828 "per Paget via  Barba­
dos", which would be the transfer point be­
tween m ailboats).

(111) S t. Eu sta tiu s -  Demerara (most by mailboat from S t .  K it t s )

6 Aug 1828 
22 Aug 1828 "In  care of Jas. Berridge, St. K i t t s " .  

Backstamped at S t . Kitts on 3 September. 
1+d. Stg. postage due.

28 Oct 1828 Backstamped at S t . Kitts 27 (s ic )  October. 
1+d. Stg. postage due.

21+ Nov 1828 "In  care of Jas. Berridge, St. K i t t s " .  
Backstamped at S t . Kitts on 7 December. 8d, 
Stg. postage due as a double l e t t e r .  (An­
swered 1 February 1829 "via Barbados".)

15 Mar 1831 Backstamped at S t .  Kitts on 18 A p r il . 1+d. 
Stg. postage due.

13 Dec 1828 
(Figure 8)

9 Sep 1828

29 Nov 1828

15 Jan 1829 
(Figure 9)



FIGURE 8

5 Apr 1831 "Per Mr. Abbott". 30 Apr 1831

( iv )  Demerara -  St. K i t t s

28 Oct 1828 "Per Paget via Barbados". (Reply notation  
on 11 Sep 1828 le tte r  to  Demerara.)

(v ) Demerara -  St. E u s ta t iu s

23 Sep 1828I  
2 k  Sep 1828J "Via Barbados per Mr. F . Albuoy Schr. Match' 

l e s s " .

1 Feb 1829 "Via Barbados". (Reply notation on 2 k  Nov 
1828 le tte r  to Demerara.)

lU Nov 1829 "Per Paget to Barbados".

2 k  Mar 1830 "Via Barbados".

N orth  Carolina -  S t .  Eu sta tiu s

12 Nov 1761 "Per Capt. Fleming via  S t . K itts ".

20 Sep 1783 "Favoured by Mr. J. Rapsaal, passenger".
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FIGURE 10

( v i i )  Fermoy. Ir e la n d  -  Demerara -  Rprtn..Ha

23 Feb 1837 Letter addressed to Demerara, w ith the in - (Figure 10) 
struction: " i f  not there to he forwarded 
to the care o f  Mrs. Thos. Godet, Bermuda".
Sent to Messrs. Harmon & Co., London, as 
Forwarding Agents. Backstamped at Fermoy 
on 23 February (black) and at Dublin on 2k  
February (r e d ) . Rated 2/8 S tg . postage 
due (6d. Fermoy-London + l id . London-Fal- 
mouth + 1/3 Falmouth-Demerara). Carried 
on the Lyra Packet from Falmouth on 3 
March to Barbados, whence by mailboat to  
Demerara. Forwarded on to Bermuda, where 
an additional 5d. Cy. was added to  the 
postage due.

(CONCLUSION)

Personal Mention

In addition to submitting the Boston Show report on page 3 ,  KIL BUMP also announc­
ed that MIKE OLIVER'S f i r s t  v is i t  to the United States coincided with the dates of 
the show. Mike stayed a t  Kil and Gertrude's home for a few days, and they were 
joined fo r  a stamp-talk session one evening by ARTHUR CLARKE.

* * * To page 28
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Jamaica in "L! Union Postale"
by Michael D. W. Vokins

History of the Posts of Jamaica

(CONTINUED FROM DECEMBER 1984 BCPJ)

The result o f  the reference back to  the Secretary o f  State was that the Governor was 
informed that i t  was not optional on the part o f  the Colonial Government to take over 
the administration o f the Local Post O ffice, and i f  the necessary arrangements there­
fore were not complete at the la t e s t  by the 1st o f  June, i860, the action of the Im­
perial Government in carrying on the colonial p osts would fin a lly  cease. Sir Charles 
Darling thereupon summoned a sp ecia l session o f the Legislature to  whom he communica­
ted the decision referred to . The Legislative Council at once expressed its  readi­
ness to give i t s  best consideration to the proposed Act to enable the Local Govern­
ment to assume the conduct of the Department, but the passage o f the b i l l  was delayed 
in the House o f  Assembly in consequence of a certain  portion of the Governor's speech 
at the opening o f  the session having been considered a breach o f the privileges o f  
the House. On the 3rd of A p ril, i8 6 0 , the Assembly, however, passed the B ill , which 
also passed through a l l  its  stages in the L egislative Council on the following day, 
but as the Assembly had so amended the B ill as to  constitute the Governor one o f the  
Commissioners to  conduct the Post O ffice , the Executive Committee being the Commiss­
ioners named in  the draft, Sir Charles Darling expressed his in a b ility  'to  concur in  
an arrangement which converted Her Majesty's Representative into a Commissioner for  
the immediate management of a Department of his Government', and prolonged the Cham­
bers to the 5th o f April. On th at day the matter was again fo rcib ly  brought under 
the notice o f  the Assembly, and on the 13th of A p ril the B ill was f in a lly  passed and 
assented to by the Governor, in  the form suggested by the Executive. S ir Charles 
Darling, in proroguing the L egislature, stated 'th a t  the country would no doubt be 
glad to learn that i t  was at length determined th a t internal communication by post 
should not be suspended'.
The date fixed  for the transfer o f  the Post O ffice was, as already shown, the 1st o f  
June, i860, at la te s t ; but on the representation o f  the Governor, the time was ex­
tended, and i t  was not until the 1st o f August, i8 6 0 , that the control o f the Post 
was assumed by the Colony.

Up to the date o f  transfer the o f f ic e  o f Deputy Postmaster General was held by Mr. 
O'Connor Morris at a salary o f £ 1 ,0 0 0  per annum, but on the reduction o f the sa lary , 
under the new arrangement, to £600 per annum, Mr. Morris resigned, and Mr. Alexander
J. Brymer, who was the chief C lerk , was appointed Postmaster of Jamaica, which o f f ­
ice he continued to hold until he resigned, and was succeeded by Mr. William Kemble. 
Mr. Kemble continued in office u n til  the 1st o f May, 1870, on which date he retired  
on a pension, Mr. Frederic S u llivan , Chief Clerk, being appointed to  the o ffice .

The following i s  a brief resume o f  the improvements which have been made in the Jam­
aica Post O ffic e  since its  management was assumed by the Colony.

In November 18 6 3 , the money order system between the United Kingdom and the Colonies 
was extended to  Jamaica.

In 1868 a comprehensive law, based as far as was possible on the lin e s  o f  the Eng­
lis h  Statute, was passed for the management of the Post Office, and a tri-weekly in ­
land mail serv ice  was substituted for the old bi-weekly system which had been in ex­
istence for twenty-one years.

On the 1st o f  January, 1872, simultaneously with the introduction o f  the prepaid 
system, a general house delivery o f  correspondence by le tte r -c a rr ie r s , within c e r -



tain l im its  o f the c i t y ,  was introduced in  Kingston.

On the 1 s t  of April, 18 7 7 , Jamaica was admitted to the General Postal Union, under 
which th e  packet postage from Jamaica to  a l l  countries in  that Union was reduced to  
a uniform rate of 6d. per single letter  o f  half-an-ounce, i f  prepaid, i f  not pre­
paid, 9d*» post-cards 3d . each; newspapers Id. each, i f  not exceeding four ounces; 
other printed papers and patterns 2d. per 2 ounces.

The entrance of the Colony into the P ostal Union, under the Postal Union T reaty , 
signed a t  Berne on the 9th  of October, 187^ , was made conditional on the payment of  
one-half o f the additional loss entailed on the Imperial Exchequer by the reduced 
rates o f  packet postage; and an annual sum of over £3 ,00 0  was provided on th e  Colon­
ia l Estimates to cover such payment. Simultaneously with the new contract w ith the 
Royal M ail Company for the conveyance o f  m ails, which took e ffe c t  on the 1 s t  o f  Ju­
ly , 1 8 8 5 , i t  has been arranged that Jamaica shall bear a proportion of the en tire  
lo ss , th e  result being an annual payment o f  £l+,l63, £3 ,000 o f  which is charged 
against the Post O ffice .

Under th e  new Posted Treaty, concluded in  Paris on the 1 s t  o f  June, 18 7 8 , th e  packet 
rates o f  postage were further reduced to  what they are at present, and as given  be- 
lov.
With th e introduction o f  post-cards for use to and from p laces abroad, on th e  1st of 
April 1 8 7 8 , the Government embraced the opportunity to authorise the use o f  p ost­
cards w ithin the island. Accordingly post-cards of the follow ing denominations were 
issued: —  half-penny cards for town and o ffic e  delivery, and penny cards fo r  use 
between any of the o f f ic e s  in the islan d .

On the l6 th  o f June 1883 , the issue of reply-paid post-cards for use between places 
in Jamaica, as well as between certain p laces in the Universal Postal Union, was 
authorised. The following are the ra te s : —  for town or o f f ic e  delivery, I d . ;  for  
transmission to any post o ffic e  in the is la n d , 2d .; and fo r  transmission to  places 
in the Universal Postal Union, 3d.
On the Uth of November, 1 8 7 8 , a mail coach lin e between Kingston and Mandeville for 
the conveyance of m ails, passengers, and parcels, was estab lish ed , and continued to  
run regularly  three tim es a week, to and from, between Old Harbour and M andeville, 
until th e  2nd of March, 1 8 8 5 , when it  was extended to Savanna-la-Mar on the comple­
tion o f  the railway lin e  to  Porus.
The m ail coach service which was established between Kingston and St. Ann's Bay on 
the 1 s t  o f  November 1888 , was sim ilarly extended to Montego Bay on the 17th o f  August 
1885, when the railway extension to Ewarton was completed.*
Mail coaches are now a ls o  run by the m ail contractors in connection with th e mail 
services between Kingston and Manchioneal, and Montego Bay and Lucea.

During the year 1879 a se t of American 'lo c k  boxes' was placed in the C irculation  
Branch o f  the Post O ffic e . Each box is  supplied with three keys which are kept by 
the subscribers, so th at the le tte rs , e t c . ,  may be removed as rapidly as they are 
sorted. Lock boxes have also been placed at the post o f f ic e s  at Montego Bay and Fal­
mouth. During the year 1886, a further supply of lock boxes was imported and erected 
at the General Post O ff ic e , and the subscription was reduced from two guineas to  
twelve sh illin g s  per annum.
On the 1 s t  o f September, l8 8 l ,  an in tercolonial money order system was authorised and 
established.

* (Ed: A lthough i t  seems i l lo g ic a l  th a t  an enterprise w ou ld  be e stab lishe d  in  1888 
and extended in 1885, th is  paragraph i s  copied exactly  a s  i t  appears in  L 'U n io n  
P o s t a le . Perhaps th e  statement must be Interpreted in  such a way that i s n ' t  
c le a r .  Can any Jam aica h is to r ian  e x p la in  i t ? )
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On the 1st o f  October, 1885, a Parcel Post exchange between Jamaica and the United 
Kingdom was establish ed, and has since been extended to certain foreign countries, 
via the United Kingdom, as well as to certain B ritish  Colonies.

During the session  of the Legislature o f 1886, a law entitled the Post Office Law 
Amendment Law, 1886, was passed, and effect given thereto on the 1 s t  of May 1886; 
the object o f  the law being 'to  make special provision with regard to  the collection  
of Customs d u ties payable on parcels coming by Post from places beyond sea, and a lso  
to amend the Post Office Law, 1 8 6 8 .'

A Parcel Post exchange between Jamaica and the United States also came into opera­
tion on the 1 s t  o f October, 1887.

On the 12th o f  October, 1887, the Postage and Revenue Stamp Law o f  1887 came into 
force, sanctioning the unification of postage and revenue stamps.

Until the year 181+3 i t  was the practice to impose the postage on le tte r s  in accord­
ance with the number of enclosures , i . e . ,  the number of sheets o f  paper contained in  
the latter, a practice which in these advanced and enlightened tim es must be styled  
as very p rim itive.

Prior to the year 181+7, postal communication with the country d is tr ic ts  was confined 
to one post each week, but in the month of July 181+7, i t  was increased to two posts  
a week, u n til the year 1868, when in the month o f  July a third post was established, 
and has been continued up to the present time.

The following are the alterations which have taken place from time to  time in the 
rates of postage:

In i860, the inland rate of postage on a letter not exceeding h  ounce in weight was 
1+d. i f  conveyed a distance not exceeding 60 m iles; 6d. i f  conveyed over 60 miles 
but not exceeding 100 miles; 8d . i f  conveyed over 100 miles.

In l8 6 l, a 2d. rate was made to  include letters conveyed either a distance of not 
exceeding 30 m iles or for delivery within a p arish , and the rate o f  postage on a l e t ­
ter conveyed more than 100 miles was reduced to 6d . i f  i t  did not exceed a quarter o f  
an ounce in w eight, heavier le t t e r s  remaining at the higher rate o f  8d.

The provisions o f  the book post were also extended so as to include samples of mer­
chandise, e t c . ,  the charge being Id . per ounce; the book post r a te , previously Id . 
per ounce, being at the same time reduced to Jgd. per ounce.

In 1862, the rate  of postage on a le tte r  conveyed a distance not exceeding 60 m iles 
was reduced to  3 d ., 1+d. being made the charge fo r  a l l  further d istances.

In 18 6 5 , the i+d. rate was abolished, leaving 3d. as the maximum charge for a le t te r  
not exceeding the single rate o f  half an ounce.

In 1863, the rate  of postage on le tte r s  transmitted by contract steamers to and from 
the United Kingdom was increased by the Imperial Post Office from 6d. per ounce to  1 
sh illin g , the postage on le tte rs  conveyed by p rivate  ships being at the same time re ­
duced from 6d . to  3d.

In 1868, a charge for inland conveyance of certain packet correspondence received for  
delivery in , or posted at, Kingston, which had previously enjoyed an exceptional ex­
emption from any charge beyond a sea rate, was authorised under the Post Office Law, 
18 of 1868.

From i 860 to  1866 the Post O ffice  revenue was augmented by the postage, as well as by 
the g ra tu ities , paid by the United States Government on correspondence conveyed be­
tween Jamaica and the United States by steamers under contract with the Jamaica Gov­
ernment .

(TO BE CONTINUED)



Bob Danzer’s BERMUDA BRIEFS

(CONTINUED FROM THE OCTOBER 1984 BCPJ)

8 . EARLY STAMP DEALER

B ack  in  the e a r ly  1 9 0 0 's , Eugene K l e i n  o f  P h ila d e lp h ia  was a 
prom inent stamp d e a le r .  He c re a te d  th e  gummed and p e r fo r a te d  
a d v e r t is in g  la b e l  i l lu s t r a t e d  at th e  l e f t ,  using  th e  "Dock"  
stamp o f  1902 in  f u l l  c o lo r .

9 .  "NOBODY CLAIMED IT"

This cover's journey started in Hamilton on July 23rd , 1909.
I t  la n d e d  a t New York C i t y ,  where i t  was forwarded to  B ro o k ly n  on Ju ly  2 9 th  b y  the  
" N .Y .P .O . C a rr ie rs  D e p 't " .  Brooklyn  c o u ld  not d e liv e r  i t  e i t h e r ,  so i t  was a d v e r­
t is e d  on August Jth---- l a t e  fo r  an " a d v e r t is e d "  cover. B u t ,  a la s ,  the a d d re s s e e ----
the H a s t in g s  Card Company---- ju s t  " d is a p p e a re d " , so B ro o k ly n  gave up and s e n t  i t  on
to th e  Dead L e tte r  O f f i c e  on August 2 1 s t ,  where i t  ended i t s  journey  on A u g u s t 23rd .

1 0 . DOUBLE POSTAGE DUE WITH A 
TWIST

T h is  n ice  c o v e r  t o  P a r is  was u n d e rp a id  by ^d. a t Berm uda, 
where the "T" handstamp was a p p l ie d  a long  w ith a 10^ n o ta -



t io n  in  b lu e  p e n c i l  (10 centim es = tw ice  %d.). When i t  reached F ra n c e  a 60«f due ad­
h esive  was a f f i x e d  because i t  had to  be forw arded t o  I t a ly  (lOj? u n d e rp a id  + 50«( f o r  
forw arding). In  Rome the I t a l ia n s  c la im ed  50  ̂ w it h  t h e ir  own stam p.
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11. AND THIS WENT FREE, ALSO WITH A TWIST

T h is  wartime p ic t u r e  postcard  fro m  S w itzerlan d  t o  Bermuda was fo rw arded  a l l  the way 
to  New York " f o r  f r e e " .  I t  was postm arked in  M e la n o  on March 1 3 th , 1916, and was
franked w ith  a p a ir  o f  5i Sw iss stamps on the p ic t u r e  s id e ----a common p ra c t ic e  in
those  days. C ensored  in  Bermuda, i t  was re -a d d re sse d  to  New York C i t y .  But, o f a l l  
th in g s , i t  was m isse n t to  D e t r o it  on A p r i l  17th. I  t r u s t  i t  a r r iv e d  in  New York 
s h o rt ly  t h e r e a f t e r ,  but there  i s  no re c e iv in g  m ark .
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12. AIRM AIL. OR WAS IT ?
The 1936 cover to Chicago (item A) went by ship to a port in  the United S ta te s , but 
never made i t  by air to  Chicago because the sender was not aware that, two years pre­
viou sly , the airmail ra te  in the U.S. was raised to 6^.
Item B, the British a ir  le tte r  sheet, used aboard the ship "Durango" at Bermuda on 
November 5th, 1953, went by ship to New York and then probably went by air to  Los An­
geles .

13. " MOST EQUABLE 
CLIMATE IN 
THE WORLD"

The reverse side of 
the 1890 propaganda 
envelope at the top 
of the next page 
extols the virtues  
of a winter vaca­
tion in Bermuda.
It  is addressed to  
New York C ity  and 
is  franked with a 
Queen V ic to r ia  2^d. 
stamp. Beneath the 
oval ship agen t's  
handstamp i s  print­
ed the phrase "Most 
Equable Climate in 
the World". That 
description is  
s t i l l  appropriate 
today, alm ost 100 
years la t e r !

:' £ £ T E D  c > i  ' H E  H I G H  S E A S
B Y  A IR  MAIL

A I R  LETTER
IF ANYTHING IS EN­
CLOSED THIS LETTER 
W I L L  BE SEN T  BY 
ORDINARY MAIL

* 5  NOV m s  
• O O R A N G O "

f a i r .
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(TO BE CONTINUED)

UNSTAMPED PACKET LETTERS
by Jack Arnell

The recent a r t ic le  by Rev. Peter H. Brooks (BCPJ A p ril 198U, page 35) discussed the  
Falmouth packet o ffic e  bandstamps on stampless le t t e r s  from Antigua. I had not con­
cerned myself about their purpose u n til Robert Stone raised the matter with me a 
year or two ago at a show where I  had a MJAMAICA F " datestamp on e x h ib it. At ROYAL 
'8k in Quebec C ity  in May, we continued our discussion on the la te r  use o f the boxed 
"PACKET LETTER" handstaap.

With respect to  these handstamps, Howard Robinson, in  his "Carrying British Mails 
Overseas", described the operation of the Falmouth packet office in  the early nine­
teenth century. Incoming mails were carefully sorted to  separate le tte r s  for London 
from those fo r  the cross-roads, e tc . In addition, each was checked to ensure that 
i t  was properly taxed for postage and appropriately stamped. Saverland, the packet 
agent from 1810 to  1821, was a lso  concerned about the many le tters  being smuggled to  
avoid the high packet and inland postage rates, and his reports g ive  us a glimpse o f  
that period.
As to the various handstamps used at Falmouth, Robinson quotes from Saverland. Any 
letters arriving by other than a packet were struck with the Falmouth Ship Letter 
handstamp. However, on one occasion, when a trunk from Brazil was opened and a num­
ber of le tte r s  were found, Saverland noted: " I  have stamped the whole with the 
Brazil handstamp and inland postage and forwarded them ." He reported in March 1813 
that a great number o f loose le t t e r s  were put on board the packet in  Jamaica and

To page 27



B.V. l. 'Q 's - Quests, Queries, and Quotes
by J. L . FREDRICK

THE "1 8 6 8 " 1-PENNY COMPOUND-PERFORATED STAMP (SCOTT HO. 3 a . SG NO. 5a)

Included in a recently-completed survey o f  auction catalogues and price l i s t s  was a 
number o f examples o f the above-noted stamp, most of which were illu strated  and/or 
bore c e rtific a te s  a ttestin g  to their genuineness.
As a re su lt  of this e f f o r t ,  which included a detailed an alysis  o f the ava ila b le  de­
scriptions and illu stra tio n s and a review of the available reference lite r a tu r e  
(Yardley, M elville, Brown, e t c .) ,  I have come to the follow ing "conclusions":

1 .  A ll genuine S co tt 3a 's are from the f ir s t  printing stone (November 1866, 
Scott 1 ) ,  from which th e 1866-delivered stamps were perforated 12 in sheets o f  25 
(5 x 5 ) .

2 . A ll genuine S cott 3a 's are perforated 12 v e r tic a lly -----l e f t  and r ig h t sides
(except for imperforated-margin copies which do ex ist)----- and, almost without excep­
tion, are characterized by poor horizontal centering and/or by the fact th at the 
"12" p erfs  are rather ragged. On the other hand, the horizontal "15" perfs (top  
and bottom) are clean and generally produce better v e r tic a l centering.

3 . Therefore, the genuine Scott 3 a 's  were produced from sheets of 25 o f  Scott 
l ' s  th a t had been p a rtia lly  perforated 12 vertically  in 1 8 6 6 , but then re jected  for 
completion and issuance at that time fo r  the reasons c ite d  in 2 . above. S p e c ifi­
c a lly , when the need fo r  additional copies of the 1-penny stamp arose in 1 8 6 8 , for 
reasons unknown, to make up the required to ta l shipment o f  1,000 stamps, some of 
the previously-rejected first-issu e  part-perforated sheets o f 2 5  were resurrected, 
perfed 15 horizontally, and submitted in  June 1868, along with those of the second 
p rinting. This la tter  printing was perforated 15 in sheets of 20 (5 x U).

1*. While we w ill never know the exact number of sheets of Scott 3a included in
that second shipment, the mathematics o f  the situation----- sheets o f both 25 and 20,
plus a to ta l of 1,000 stamps-----yields th e fact that the larger sheets had to  be in
m ultiples of four, i . e . ,  either 1 or 8 or 12 or 1 6 , e t c . ,  U being the minimum.

5 . From the present survey, the compound perfed stamps are known used (a t  
least two copies o ff-c o v e r , but none on-cover) and, th erefore , were most l ik e ly  on 
sale in  the BVI post o f f ic e s . In fa c t , the Gibbons catalogue does price th e  stamp 
used, while Scott does not.
Question: Can anyone provide information that contradicts or amends the above 
scenario?

BWI PACKET LETTER RATES

(Ed: A lthough  Jay has pub lished  th is  a r t i c l e  as part o f  h i s  BVI "Q s", 1t sh o u ld  be 
of co n sid e rab le  in te r e s t  to c o lle c to rs  o f  al_l_ BWI m a te r ia l. )

In 1978 , while doing an analysis of packet le tter  rates between Falmouth (Great Brit­
ain) and the British West Indies, I discovered a discrepancy with other published  
sources, and an inconsistency, in the la t e  Leonard E. B ritn o r 's  then new book "B rit­
ish West Indies Postal Rates Up to 1 9 0 0 ", published by th e  B ritish  West In d ies Study 
Circle in  1977.

Subsequently, upon v is it in g  the London 1980 show, I discussed th is matter f u l ly  with 
Britnor and feel that I  should state fo r  the record both my findings and h is  explan­
ations .

In an attempt on my part to accurately summarize BWI packet le tte r  rates fo r  the per­
iod 1786 to 1813, I reviewed Robson Lowe's "The Codrington Correspondence", "Hand- 
struck Postage Stamps o f  the Empire" (19^+0-Ul Edition), and the "Encyclopaedia of
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British Empire Postage Stamps" (Second Edition); Alan W. Robertson's "The Maritime 
Postal History o f  the British I s l e s " ;  and B ritn or's  book on BWI p ostal rates.

The result o f t h is  analysis was a consistent set o f  sin g le -letter packet rates from 
Falmouth to th e BWI, as follow s, with but one exception:

17 8 6  to 11 March 1805 1 / -
12 March 1805 to  8  July 1812 1 / 1

9 July 1812 to  1813 1/3
The one exception was that the 1812 packet rate change did not appear in the lis t in g s  
on pages 6 and 19 of Britnor's book.

Further study o f  the book showed that the 1817 entry on page 19 had been obtained 
from a copy o f  P. 0 . Notice No. 1 ,  dated January 1817 , found by Britnor in the GPO 
Record O ffice, London. (This n otice  is  reproduced in  Robertson's book following page
C.lU/B.) Unfortunately, this was a meaningless revision  to an e a r lie r  1815 notice 
that also had no bearing on the BWI packet rates. And the 1815 version was, in tu rn , 
probably a rev isio n  to an even e a r lie r  P. 0. Notice No. 1.

While I was puzzling over this problem, I chanced to  turn to B ritn or's  frontispiece. 
Imagine my surprise when I saw th at i t  was the o r ig in a l P. 0. Notice No. 1 , dated 
July 1812, and contained the sp e c ific  1812 rate change cited from the other sources 
in my rate tab u lation . At that point my question was, o f course, i f  the notice was 
illustrated in  the book, why w asn 't the data therein  contained in the book's tabula­
tions?

Hy conversation with Britnor in 1980 supplied an answer to this inconsistency. When 
he was gathering data in the GPO Record Office, p rior to the publication of the rate  
book, the 1817 document came to  l ig h t ,  but not the 1812 or 1815 ones. Consequently, 
the 1812 data were omitted from the book's text. However, during the book's publica­
tion process, the 1812 notice was brought to his attention . (How, I  do not know.) 
Unfortunately, according to B ritn or, i t  was too la t e  to change the text o f the book, 
but he was able to  include i t  as a frontispiece.

Now, as far as correcting B ritn or's  book is concerned, one merely has to change the  
date of the 1817 entry on page 19 to  July 1812, and move it  up to  i t s  proper chrono­
logical p o sitio n . And, on page 6 , the corresponding 1812 data from the frontispiece  
have to be in serted  date-wise.
The most puzzling and frustrating aspect of th is whole matter was y et to come! The 
fact was that Britnor had published an article on BWI packet le t te r  rates in the Feb­
ruary 1966 issu e  of The P h ila te lis t  (pages lk l -1 ^ 3 ) ,  in which he c ite s  and illu s ­
trates the o r ig in a l 1812 notice and quotes from i t  in the article"! (This I discover­
ed only after h is  demise.)
Epilogue: I t  was the very thought-----that we can now never know a l l  o f the answers to
our questions in  th is  matter----- th a t prompted me to  try  to f i l l  in some o f the
"blanks" before i t  was too la te  again. I can only hope that I have succeeded. At 
le a st , I'm in  tim e!

This and That...

JACK HARWOOD advises that a sig n ifica n t error appeared in his a r t ic le  "Jamaica Dead 
Letter M arkings", published on page 71* of the July 198U BCPJ. He states that the 
post cards discussed therein are "penitentiary c a rd s". This is  not true; they were 
printed lo c a lly  by a George Henderson and are known as "F loriate" cards. The actual 
"penitentiary cards" contain lozenges in the borders. Jack (and your Editor) apolo­
gize for the mistake!

***



BOB SWARBRICK continues to  provide us w ith details of in terestin g  Jamaican m aterial. 
Figure 1 shows the "se n d e r 's " portion o f  a KGVI % d . reply postcard from h is  c o lle c t ­
ion overprinted SPECIMEN. Figure 2 shows the "reply" h a lf  o f the card, which is  most 
interesting in that i t  bears the perforated words SPECIMEN /  OF NO VALUE. In addit­
ion, Bob owns a Id. re p ly  card, presumably issued at about the same time, and con­
taining the same SPECIMEN overprint on th e sender's portion as is  found on th e  % d . 
However, on this card there is  no SPECIMEN notation, punched or otherwise, on the re­
ply h a lf  ( see Figures 3 and ^ ) .

m m iiH H iiH iiiiH H H iiiiiin iiH iiim iH H m iH m iiH m iii

Secretary's Report
DECEASED:

AUSTIN, Raymond H. (18 September 198*0  
McCLURE, Walter J.

SCHMID, Dr. Ernest W .,  Jr. (7 August 198*0 To page 30



FIGURE 3

Bob states that the normal cards o f  th is era measure 11U mm by 89  mm. However, the  
items he describes in Figures 1 through 1+ are lon ger, with dimensions of 139 mm by 89  
mm.

In describing th e above cards, Bob mentioned that he had made copies of some of the 
late TOM FOSTER'S thoughts on the subject. Tom's notes, which re fe r  to cards measur­
ing the "standard” lll+ mm by 89  non, are summarized as follows:

" 1938 KGVI Definitive Issue

RPC 11 ^d. + h & . yellow green on buff

11a Overprinted SPECIMEN diagonally downward

On 11a, only sender's portion is  overprinted SPECIMEN

RPC 12 

12a

Id. + Id . red on buff

Overprinted SPECIMEN diagonally downward "

Tom's notes do not specify whether the Id. + Id. card has only the sender's portion 
overprinted SPECIMEN, as is the case with the Igd. + igd.
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His notes contain a second example of th e Id. + Id. card, with dimensions o f  139 mm 
by 89 am;

"RPC 13 Id. + Id. red on buff (date 1 9 1*?)

13a Overprinted SPECIMEN diagonally downward

On 13a, only sender's portion i s  overprinted SPECIMEN "

Apparently, this is an identical card to  the Id . + Id. card in Bob's possession .

Bob would lik e to find out i f  other BCPSG'ers know of re p ly  halves (not only from 
Jamaica but from other colonies) which are punched with th e  unusual SPECIMEN desig­
nation as described above.

* « *

LOUIS ZELL inquires about the strange markings on the f iv e  Turks and Caicos stamps 
shown here. The 2%d. stamp (Figure l )  i s  cancelled with f iv e  lig h t violet horizont­
al l in e s .  The Id. stamp of Figure 2 contains the le t te r s  EMINOL; Louis th eorizes  
that t h is  is part of the word SEMINOLE, possibly the name o f  a ship serving the is ­
lands. The Id. Edwardian issue of Figure 3 bears no marks other than the 279? in an 
oval. The Figure Id . KGV adhesive shows a CDS dated lU SP 15 and reading PORTE- 
LEE(?) ESSEX.

FIGURE 1 FIGURE 2 FIGURE 3 FIGURE 4 FIGURE 5

The WAR TAX item of Figure 5 contains a most odd cancellation . There is  nothing in­
side th e  oval except a portion of apparently Arabic s c r ip t , barely visib le  on the 
lower edge of the stamp.

Louis concludes his note w ith..."M y thought is  that these cancellations may be of 
interest to other members, and they may be able to provide appropriate comments."

* * *

DR. LUIS ESCALANTE w rites to draw readers' attention to a sign ificant error appear­
ing in the February I 9 8 H BCPJ: On page 2 5 , MICHAEL WATMAN quotes a press re lea se  
from the GPO, Belize C ity , which reads: " . . . a  tradition which goes back as fa r  as 
1864 when our first  postage stamp was is s u e d ." Luis says "As stated in the (Robson 
Lowe) Encyclopaedia of B ritish  Empire Postage Stamps, on 28 March 1863, the House of 
Assembly in the Colony sactioned the expenditure of 500 d o lla rs  for the f i r s t  post­
age stamps for British Honduras, but i t  was not until 11 October 1865 when d ie s  and 
plates were invoiced by De La Rue & Co. The stamps were received in Belize on 28 
November 1865 and went on sale at the B e lize  Post Office in  December 1 8 6 5 . ( i t  is )  
generally accepted that January 1866 was the date of issu e o f the fir s t  stamps from 
British Honduras."

It is  surprising that th e  postal authorities in Belize responsible for preparing and 
publishing philatelic re leases would permit a factual error such as this to  s l ip  
through.

* * *



On page 125 o f  the October 19 8 U Journal, CHARLES FREELAND inquired whether any read­
ers possessed examples of mail from the Belize-Merida f ir s t  flig h t o f  5 December 
1931. Charles illu stra ted  a cover from that f l i g h t ,  of which he stated that only 
five covers e x iste d .

In mid-November correspondence was received from BORIS JOFFE, who advised that he 
owned a cover from th is f lig h t , franked with a p a ir  of Scott 132 adhesives. Boris 
also said, however, that there were 1+8 covers despatched on that le g ,  not just f iv e .

***

From COLM HINNEBURG-MURPHY comes the xerox shown below and some questions concerning 
the RETURNED FOR POSTAGE handstamp. The cover bears a Port of Spain, Trinidad, 
machine cancel dated April 22nd, 1975; the RETURNED FOR POSTAGE mark is  struck in  
purple and has le t te r s  measuring 1+ mm in height.

Colm requests readers to advise him of identical markings in their own collection s, 
and of data concerning similar marks from other co lon ies. He would appreciate any 
information on c o lo rs , dates o f  usage, etc. His address is c /o The Abbey Junior 
School, Westgate-on-Sea, Kent, England.

«**

BORIS JOFFE w r ite s :

"Readers o f  our magazine might be interested in the cover shown on the next page, 
which illu s tr a te s  a fligh t never mentioned before. As can be seen from the manu­
script in scrip tio n , th is cover was carried on a survey flight made on July 25th, 
191+2, from S t . K itts  to St. Johns, Antigua. Both the departure and arrival post­
marks are on July 25th.

" I f  any o f  our readers could give me more input on this cover, I  would be rea lly  
pleased to receive  i t ,  inasmuch as I have been unable to find anything with respect 
to these survey f lig h ts , or even the f ir s t  regular flig h t out of S t . K it ts ."

(Ed: Boris’ address is  367 Starin Avenue, Buffalo, NY 1U216.)
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* * *

BCPSG thanks go to MICHEL FORAND, who provided your Editor with a complete index, in 
reduced photocopy form, o f  a l l  articles published in the BCPJ from i 960 through 1982. 
Any reader may obtain a copy of this l i s t in g  by sending a self-addressed le g a l -s iz e  
envelope (with two ounces' worth of f i r s t -c la s s  postage) to  the Editor. The index is  
not an origin al effort by Michel, but rather a compilation he has made of indexes ap­
pearing in previous Journals.
In correspondence accompanying the index, Michel stated th a t the National P ostal Mu­
seum in  Ottawa, Canada, has a complete co llectio n  of the BCPJ, the bulk o f which was 
apparently donated by, or purchased from, Dalhousie University in Halifax. At the 
present time the NPM receives Journals on automatic d istrib u tion .

* * *



A letter from BILL BREW advises th at th is  year's exhibit of the Nevada Stamp Study 
Society, NEVPEX '8 5 , w ill take p lace on June 21-23 at the Pioneer Theater in Reno,
The show, a "200 -fra m e r", w ill be the s ite  of the annual meeting o f the American Top­
ical Association, and w ill be referred  to as-----n a tu ra lly !-----NEVPEX-TOPEX ' 8 5 . Any
reader wishing further data about the show should w rite to B ill at 2333 Rodney Cir­
c le , Reno, NV 89509.
A dedicated stamp enthusiast, B i l l  keeps busy these days not only as President o f the  
Nevada Stamp Study Society but a ls o  as Editor o f Post Boy, the NSSS's monthly publi­
cation.

...from Here and There

UNSTAMPED PACKET LETTERS (Continued from page 19)

that "they are carefu lly  picked out to receive the stamp here." I t  was his regular 
practice to stamp foreign le tte r s  which arrived without markings, "and for these I  
have different stamps according to  the place they are supposed to  come from."

Smuggled le tte r s  were charged w ith f u l l  postage when found by the Customs Officers 
searching incoming packets. Saverland reported th ree letters found in a box of candy 
in February 1 8 1 2 , and a year la te r  ninety-three outgoing commercial, le tte rs  for Spain 
were accidentally found in an Army package. Such outgoing le tte r s , which required 
that the packet postage be prepaid, were sent to London for follow-up action.

I have not found ju st when the p ractice  of examining a l l  incoming le tte r s  at Falmouth 
was discontinued. Across the A tla n tic , John Howe, the Deputy Postmaster General fo r  
Nova Scotia, examined e l l  incoming packet le t te r s , including those fo r  Bermuda, u n til  
about 18U0, even though the Falmouth packet agent was making up separate begs for  
Halifeix, New Brunswick, Quebec, Newfoundland, Bermuda, and Boston (fo r  the United 
States) a few years earlier. At about the same tim e , mails originating in the Cana­
das and elsewhere were being separated into London and Liverpool bags, with bundles 
for Scotland and Ireland being included in the la t t e r  bag.

By the time steam came to the north and south A tlan tic  packet rou tes, closed bags to  
and from the major post o ffices and individual islan d s vere standard. Notwithstand­
ing th is, loose le t te r s , either la te  for the mail or being smuggled, continued to  ar­
rive in England and were struck with the boxed "PACKET LETTER"— n o t, however, at 
Falmouth, but a t London, probably Liverpool, and p ossibly  elsewhere.

This subject warrants further study!

Editor’s Message
Stamp Collector newspaper has en listed  the services of Everett L. Parker, of Cocoa, 
Florida, to w rite  a regular column on the subject o f  British Caribbean stamps and 
postal h istory . However, as Everett put it  in a le t te r  to me, that part of the plan­
et is  not part o f  his "area o f ex p ertise ". He asked me to let BCPSG'ers know that he 
is  looking fo r  journalistic in p u ts, and would be happy to hear from collectors able  
to supply a r t ic le s  and/or anecdotes about "Bee-Wee" philately.

I have, of cou rse , put Everett on automatic d istribu tion  for BCPJ*s as they are pub­
lished, but he sp ecifica lly  inquired whether readers would be w illin g  to part with 
any earlier copies of the Journal which he could u t i l iz e  for background information. 
He mentioned th at in his second column in S£ (a copy of which, unfortunately, I did  
not receive), he made known the existence of the "'M odernistic' Cayman Islands Reg­
istration L abel" discussed by Tom Giraldi on page 91 of the July 1 9 8 H BCPJ.



This i s  the type of p u b lic ity  that can be of tremendous advantage to the BCPSG, and
ve wish Everett continuing success in h is  column. You may write to him----- and please
do I------at HlOO James Road, Cocoa, Florida 32926.

* * *

As many of you already know, I intend to  step down as your Editor as of 31 December 
1 9 8 5 . Any BCPSG O fficer  or Trustee would be happy to hear from any member interested  
in taking over the p o sitio n , beginning with the March 1986 issue. There w i l l  be a 
not-inconsiderable tran sition  period required to work th e  d etails  (e .g . ,  esta b lish ­
ment o f  a new bulk m ailing permit, cleaning up the membership l i s t s ,  coordination  
with p rin ters, physical transfer of typewriter and other equipment, e t c . ) ,  so the 
sooner we get a loud and definite " I ' l l  do i t ! "  from somebody, the b etter. Being Ed­
itor can be a tough but rewarding jo b , but the position should be accepted by a per­
son who ( l )  preferably is  retired and has plenty of time on his hands, and (2 )  has 
plenty o f enthusiasm to  burn.

(l)  above is n 't  a requirement, of course, but i t  helps. (2 ) is  an absolute necessi­
ty.

GEORGE

PERSONAL MENTION (Continued from page 12)

Congratulations to the following BCPSG'ers who won awards at the noted shows!

At BALPEX '8 4 :

Gold: PAUL LARSEN, "German Togo"

Vermeil (plus German Philatelic S ociety  Vermeil): HORST AUGUSTINOVIC, "Baden:
The Early P ostal History"

Vermeil: JOHN C. ARNELL, "BNA Transatlantic Stampless Mail"

Bronze: RUPERTA S . WATERS, "Physical Fitness: Sports and Olympics in  Scandi­
navia"

At the Boston P h i la t e l ic  Show *84 (12-14 October):

Vermeil (plus BCPSG Gold Medal and Byron Cameron Award): MICHAEL N. OLIVER, 
"Leeward Islands -  De La Rue's General Key P lates"

S ilv e r  (plus BCPSG Silver Medal): HAROLD G. GOSNEY, "Bahamas George VI D efini­
tiv e  Issues"

S ilv e r  (plus BCPSG Bronze Medal): C. KILBOURNE BUMP, "The Victorian One Penny 
Issues of Bermuda:

At CALPEX *84, San F ra n c isco  (12-14 O c to b e r ):

Grand Award (plus Show Gold): KING PARKER, "San Francisco Postal H istory "

At CANADA '84, Montreal (25-28 O ctober):

Silver-Bronze: MICHEL FORAND, "Fanning Island -  Eight Decades of Postal Hist­
ory"

At NOJEX *84, Secaucus, New Jersey (26-28  October):

S ilv e r : BRAD ARCH, "World War I M ilita ry  Post O ffices in New Jersey"

Bronze: BRAD ARCH, "Faroe Islands"



At SOPEX '84, La G range-Countryside , I l l i n o i s  (24 -25  November):

Silver: BEN RAMKISSOON, "P o sta l History of Independent Guyana"

***

BILL ASHLEY took a run down to Antigua, St. K itts , Dominica, and Trinidad last Novem­
ber. He spent a week in Dominica, where he v is ite d  a few new postal agencies and o f ­
fices. He also  spent a few days v is it in g  JOE CHIN ALEONG in Trinidad.

...................................................................................Illllllllllllllllillllllllllll........

THE BERMUDA 1950 KING GEORGE VI PROVISIONAL NEWSPAPER WRAPPER

by Robert W. D ic k g ie s se r

The Bermuda King George VI provisional newspaper wrapper of 1950 does not normally 
appear in c o lle c tio n s , as most c o lle c to r s  are not interested in p osta l stationery. 
Those that do c o lle c t  this m aterial usually do not co lle ct used newspaper wrappers, 
let alone try to  acquire one from each parish post o f f ic e .

I have been try in g  that for several years, and have not been able to  progress beyond 
the infomation given here. I have bid on occasional lo ts  of such m aterial, only to  
find no new ones but only duplicates.

The purpose o f  th is  article  is  tw o -fo ld . On the one hand, I hope i t  to be the most 
definitive compilation of known wrappers yet presented. This should be o f interest 
to those who do_ c o lle c t  them. On the other hand, I  would imagine that i t  is highly 
likely that others may have some information that could be added to  that presented 
here. I ask any readers who do have further information to write me at P. 0. Box 
i*75» Derby, Connecticut 06bl8. Those who respond w ill  be sent a compilation of a l l  
responses. My thanks go to George Ulrich and Alex Benn for their help.

H&G # Description Unused Used or

E9A i A d . black, small b
E9B l A d . purple, small b (CTO is  #E9C) Yes Yes
E9D i A d . black, large b
E9E i A d. black, large b (CTO is  #E9F) Yes
E9G 3A d. black (CTO is  #E9H) Yes Yes
E9J 3A d . purple (CTO is  #E9K) Yes Yes
E9L 3A d . purple on Grenada wrapper (only two used are known) •

Cancelled: E9C E9F E9H E9K

Hamilton Yes Yes Yes
S t. Georges Yes Yes Yes Yes
B a ile y 's  Bay Yes Yes
Harrington Sound Yes Yes Yes
Crawl Yes Yes
F la tt  s Yes Yes Yes
Devonshire South Yes Yes
Paget Yes Yes Yes Yes
Warwick Yes Yes
Somerset Bridge Yes Yes Yes
Southampton Yes Yes Yes
Mangrove Bay Yes Yes Yes Yes
Ireland Island Yes Yes

To page 31
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SECRETARY'S REPORT (Continued from page 22)

NEW MEMBERS:

A ll  applicants l is t e d  in the December 1 9 8 U BCPJ have been admitted to membership. 

ADDRESS CHANGES/CORRECTIONS:

HIGGINS, Paul C ., 327 Greenwood D rive, West Palm Beach, FL 331*05.

HARVEY, Cdr. Norman C ., 350 North 190th  S t . ,  # 328-C, S e a ttle , WA 98133.

MATTHEWS, William H ., 9710 E l-  
dr idge Road, Spring H i l l ,  FL 
33526.

S P E C I A L I S T — —  
M A T E R I A L

WE HAVE AN EXTENSIVE STOCK OF 
CANCELLATIONS, COVERS, SPECIMENS, 
ESSAYS, PROOFS AN-D THE LIKE FROM 
THE BRITISH CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES,
AS WELL AS THE REST OF THE WORLD.

We w ill gladly send a selection  
on approval to any member o f  the 
B ritish  Caribbean P h ila telic  Study 
Group. Just t e l l  us what kind o f  
m aterial you would like to see.

WILLIAM BOGG

N EW  ENGLAND STAM P COMPANY
6U3 5th Avenue South 

Naples, FL 339**0 
Telephone: 813-262-6226

CARIBBEAN PHILATELIC AUCTIONS
THE SPEC IALISED  POSTAL AUCTION FOR THE  

ST AM PS AND CANCELLAT IO NS OF THE

WEST INDIES and the

CARIBBEAN AREA

^ philatelic*?
r_j AUCTIONS

Established ^

Specialists. General Collectors and 
Beginners should Phone or Write for 
FREE CATALOGUE.

P.O. BOX 91, HARROGATE 
NORTH YO RKSH IRE  HG2 OAB, U K  
Telephone: Harrogate (0423) 6902Q ,

WYNNS, John P ., Star Route 1 , 
Box 1 7 I+D, Rosamond, CA 93560.

SPOSTA, Roger H., Plains Road, 
RR # 1 , Box U26, P itts  fo rd , VT 
05763 .

MESSECAR, William C ., 21 Luth­
eran Drive, Nashua, NH 03063.

LEWIS, Howard F ., #1*0 Westmin­
s t e r ,  500 Spanish F o r t , AL 
36527.

SWETLAND, Mark W., 32 Cat Brier 
Lane, Hilton Head Is la n d , SC 
29928.

DORAN, Marjorie A ., Box 715, 8 
Cannon S t . ,  M attapoisett, MA 
02739.

KABEL, Don, 01-09 Western 
Grove, 253 Poser Ponyang 
Road, Singapore 0511, Malay­
s i a .

FOSTER, Robert S ., 982h l62A  
Avenue, Edmonton, T5X 5M7, 
A lb erta , Canada.

In th e Secretary's Report in 
the previous BCPJ, the post 
code fo r  MICHEL F0RAND should 
he KIP 5V6, not KIN 8L2.

The status o f PETER BYLEN, 
l i s t e d  as a New Applicant in 
the July 1 9 8 L BCPJ, remains as 
"pending".

Due to la ck  of sp ace ,  
th e  next page from Rob 
W y n stra 's  "Leewards 
Led ger" w il l  be p o s t ­
poned u n t il the June 
J o u rn a l.
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NEW APPLICANTS:

LANGABEER, James Selwyn, 175 Fisher Parade, Pakuranga, Auckland, New Zealand. 
Retired. Interested in Bermuda stamps, postal history, and f i r s t  flig h ts . By 
Thomas E. G irald i.

WEINSTEIN, Louis, 35 South S tr e e t , New Providence, New Jersey 0797^.
Optician. Collects airmail, space topics, and general. By Thomas E. Giraldi.

BALTULIS, Richard F .,  P. 0. Box 367, Waltham, Massachusetts 02251*.
Retired. Interested in Antarctica and Cayman Islands. By Thomas E. Giraldi.

ANTIGUA MONOGRAPH (Continued from page 8)

((5)) Brooks, R ev . Peter, private communication to M ark W. Swetiand, 12  January and 10  
March 1 9 8 1 .

((6)) Swetiand, Mark W ., Antigua Collection, September 1984.

((7)) Stanley Gibbons British Commonwealth Stamp Catalogue, 1981, Stanley Gibbons Publi­
cations L t d . , London, 1980.

((8)) Scott 1979  Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue, Volum e I, Scott Publishing Company, 
New Y ork , 1978.

((9)) De La Rue Records, Colonial Stamp Books, Volum es 9, 10, 1 1 ,  and 12 .

((10)) De La Rue Records, Day B ooks, Volumes U, V , W, X, Y, Z, AA, A B , and AC.

((H)) Armstr ong, D. B . ,  The Edwardian Stamps of the B ritish  Empire, B right & Son, Lon­
don, 1 9 1 2 .

((12)) Toeg, E .  V . ,  Antigua Exhibit a t  LONDON 1980.

((13)) Robson Low e International L t d . , "Berm uda-3" Auction Lots 1 1 3 0 - 1 1 3 7 ,  27 January 
1978.

NOTE: Table 6 . 1 - 2 ,  referred to on page 7, will appear in the next Jou rn al.

M ANUSCRIPTS NEEDED!! I have no fresh  a rtic le s  available fo r  the next Jou rn al, 
only continuations of articles already started. Without m ore material from  you members, the 
June issue w ill probably be pretty skim py.

GEORGE

BERMUDA 1950 KING GEORGE VI PROVISIONAL NEWSPAPER WRAPPER (Continued from page 29)

NOTES:

1 . Do not confuse black with dark purple.

2 . CTO means "Cancelled to Order"; these are usually  unaddressed or pencil-addressed 
to E. D. Bowie.

3. The small L usually has a larger "d " than the large k .

L. The horizontal line of th e 'la rg e  1* is  in lin e  with the bottom end of the slash .
The horizontal line of the small 1* is  about 1 mm. above the bottom end of the
slash.
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President's Message

By the tim e  most of you read these words COLOPEX *85 w i l l  be h is to ry ,  and we w i l l  be 
looking forward to AMERIPEX '86 in Ch icago. Tom G ira ld i has k in d ly  offered to  coor­
dinate th e  aspects o f o u r meeting with th e  AMERIPEX Committee. We have te n ta t iv e ly  
scheduled our meeting f o r  the f i r s t  weekend o f AMERIPEX, so  i f  you are p la n n in g  to 
attend th e  show please keep those dates in  mind. Perhaps we w il l  be able to  have a 
jo in t  m eeting with the BWISC and the "R o se s "  Group.

Since t h i s  i s  my la s t  message I wish to thank a l l  the o f f i c e r s  and trustees f o r  
the ir h e lp  during my term o f o ff ic e .  They have been of g r e a t  a ss istan ce  and su p ­
port, and the Group would not be able to  fu n ction  without them.

EO

..................................................... .

Just before press time...
BEN RAMKISSOON quoted some "early warning" intelligence, emanating from the C hief of 
the Sorting Room at the Dominica GPO, explaining the decrease in the use o f  MISSENT 
marks in  the islands' post o ffic e s :

"Since at least June'of 1979 (and probably earlier), p o sta l o f f i c i a l s . . .have been 
sent to S t .  Lucia for tra in in g . The basic course there, run by a Mr. Walker from 
London (GPO?), stip u lates, among other th in g s , that the use o f MISSENT marks i s  un­
necessary----- that a backstamp of the out-of-the-w ay location is  su ffic ien t.

"This Sorting Room Supervisor claims th a t the MISSENT marks' usage on various i s ­
lands has ceased abruptly due to this 'in d o c trin a tio n '."

iinim iiniM iiiiiiiiiim im iiiiiim iiM m m im iiiM iH iim iim iim m iiiiiniiiiiifim m m i

CARIBBEAN
Stamps and Postal History are regularly featured in our sales of

POSTAL HETORY BRUSH EMPIRE GENERAL CINDERELLA 
SPECIALEED ONE COUNTRY, AREA OR GROUP

held in

LONDON BOURNEMOUTH NEW YORK MILAN 
AS APPROPRIATE IN OTHER PHILATELIC CENTRES OF THE WORLD

with a team to provide expertise in every group listed above, 
ROBSON LOWE offers a service second to none

Send fo r  a copy o f  our free brochures 
"Are You on the Map?"

Review 1984

CHRISTIE'S
ROBSON LOWE

47 Duke Street, St. James's, London, SW1Y 6QX
Cables: "Stamps London SW1" Telex: 8950974


