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BCPSG/AMERIPEX u p d a te
107

BEN RAMKISS00N and TOM GIRALDI report  that the BCPSG Annual Meeting at AMERIPEX ' 8 6  
w i l l  be held in the TWA Room, a se t -up  theater s t y l e  location, in the Hyatt Regency 
O'Hare Hotel, from 1:00 to 5:00 P.M. on Friday, May 23rd. I f  needed, the hotel w i l l  
provide a Kodak Carousel s l ide  p rojector ,  screen, one s l i d e  tray, and a remote u n i t  
at no charge.

I t  i s  ant icipated tha t  BCPSG'ers JAY 
FREDRICK and AL BRANST0N w i l l  speak a t  
the meeting on the i r  f a v o r i t e  subjects,  
B r i t i s h  V irg in  I s lands  (Jay),  and BWI 
Forger ies  (Al) .

Le t te r s  of inv i ta t ion  to  attend a j o i n t  
meeting of BWI en thu s ia s t s  at AMERIPEX 
have been sent to the BWI SC, the Roses 
Caribbean P h i l a te l i c  Soc ie ty ,  "Bermuda 
H igh " ,  and the King George VI Sp e c ia l 
i s t  Study Group.

A recept ion and cash bar have been 
scheduled at  the H o l iday  Inn, across the  
s t r e e t  from the Convention Center, from 
5:30 to  7:30 P.M. on F r iday ,  May 23rd,  

immediately fo l low in g  the Group meeting. Here's where we al l  can see o ld  friends,  
meet new on es , t a l k  stamps, and to a s t  everyone and everything in s i g h t .

I f  you haven't  already done so, please f i l l  out and send in the AMERIPEX question-  
a i r re  that was inserted in the June 1985 BCPJ. We need to hear from you and l i s t e n  
to your ideas! Remember, AMERIPEX is  only f ive months away!

Thanks to Ben and Tom for keeping us informed.

SPECIALIZED SALE OF JAMAICA —  Chr i s t ie ' s /Robson  Lowe wish to announce that a s p e c 
ia l ized c o l l e c t i o n  of  JAMAICA i s  being offered in London on 22-23 January 1986. The 
sa le  includes strength  in the P ines  Issue with p l a t e  proofs, specimens, mint b locks  
including the la r g e s t  known m u l t ip le s  o f  the 3d. and 4d. Later i s su e s  include the $1 
var iet ies  mint and used on a l l  i s su e s ,  a small s tudy  of  the "SER.ET"  var iety,  1920 1/  
with FRAME INVERTED and 1921 S l a v e r y  6 d. UNOVERPRINTED. Send $ 6  f o r  a catalogue to  
Louise Burman, The Auction House, 39 Poole H i l l ,  Bournemouth BH2 5PX, England.

ANTIGUA MONOGRAPH
Beginning on the next page is Antigua Monograph Section 6 .1 .2  (Edwardian Arms Type stamps 
with Multiple Crown CA watermark). This section was drafted by Bill Cornell with substantial 
support from Mark Swetland.

Numbers in parentheses ((24)) through ((28)) refer to similarly-numbered references at the 
end of the article. Numbers ((1)) through ((13)) were listed on pages 8 and 31 of the March 
1985 BCPJ; numbers ((14)) through ((23)) were listed on page 40 of the June 1985 BCPJ.



6.1.2 1908 ISSUE (Watermark Multiple Crown CA)

Only eight of the ten values issued in 1903 on Crown over CC paper were issued later on paper 
watermarked Multiple Crown over CA. The Edwardian Arms Type design remained unchang
ed. At the same time the ^ d ., I d ., and 2^d. values were changed from bi-colored to mono
colored. The color changes to the v>d. and 2|d. occurred with the initial printing which was 
actually made at the end o f 1906. The Id. was changed with its first printing in June 1909. In 
1906 the Universal Postal Union confirmed and made obligatory from October 1st, 1907, the 
1897 recommendation for uniformity in the co lors  of the stamps in most general use on inter
national correspondence. These colors w ere green for the i d . , red for the Id ., and blue for 
the 2|d. and their equivalents in foreign currencies. The Colonial Authorities com plied with 
this regulation in the release of the id . , I d . , and 2|d. m ono-colored stamps. These three 
stamps were printed with singly-fugitive inks on chalk-surfaced paper, according to Armstrong
((H)).
The reason for assigning a date of 1908, 1908-12, or 1908-17, as done by Gibbons ((7)), to this 
issue o f  stamps is unknown. The first values on the MCA paper were sent out to Antigua in 
1906. The last printing o f these stamps was sent out in October 1918. Eleven printings of 
various values were made over the span o f nearly twelve years. The largest number of values 
in any one printing was five.

Due to the irregular manner in which these stamps were printed and released, it has been diff
icult to explain this issue. With the aid o f copies of the pertinent pages from the De La Rue 
Colonial Stamp Books ((10)) and Day Books ((9)), it has been possible to correlate the print
ings with the dates given by Melville ((1)) when various color shades were first seen on the is
land. A study of covers bearing these stamps suggests that M elville 's dates require some ad
justment. The shipment dates, together with the dates of appearance from Melville, are giv
en below for each value in the sub-section on Quantities and summarized in Table 6 .1 -3  at the 
end o f this section. With the printing dates ranging from 1906 to 1918, the release dates giv
en by Melville show that the span begins in January 1908 with the 2|d. ultramarine and ends in 
September 1919 with the Id . in dark red aniline ink.

Proof that catalog status is determined by the eye of the editor can easily be seen from  the 
listing o f  this issue by Stanley Gibbons ((7)). One major color shade, that of the 2§d. blue, 
has been given a minor variety "a" number, while the Id. dark red shade is unrecognized.
Both co lors  are easily spotted and merit m ajor catalog number listings which the id .  blue- 
green and the Id. scarlet have received. There is even strong justification for recognizing 
both the id . dull green and the |d. deep green by major listings.

Value

CHECK LIST

S. G. Color S. G. Number Scott Number
id. Green 41 31
id. Blue-green 42 -

Id. Red 43 32
Id. Scarlet 44 32a
2d. Dull purple and brown 45 33
2|d. Ultramarine 46 34
2|d. Blue 46a -
3d. Grey-green and orange-brown 47 35
6d. Purple and black 48 36



I s . Blue and dull purple 

Grey-green and violet

49 37
2 s. 50 38

The mono-colored stamps were printed on white wove paper, while the b i-colored  stamps are 
on chalk-surfaced paper ((1)). See also discussion o f this paper in Section 6.1 .1  above. In 
the case of the b i-colored  stamps, the first color given is that of the center and the second 
color is that o f the frame ((7)). A ll stamps were perforated 14 ((7, 8)).

SHEETS
The sheet structure is the same as that discussed in Section 6.1.1 above for the 1903 issue on 
Crown over CC paper.

SUMMARY OF PRINTINGS
C.A. REON. NO. REQN. NO. DUTY DISPATCHED TO ANTIGUA

48/125 90/06 |d., 2|d., I s . 10 DEC 1906

50/24 83/07 2^d. 31 DEC 1907

51/7 45/08 2^d., Is. 23 JUN 1908

52/59 23/09 •§d., Id. 10 JUN 1909

53/176 44/10 -gd., Id. 18 JUL 1910

55/47 33/11 Id ., 2|d., 6 d. 13 JUN 1911

56/71 106/11 2d., 3d., 6d . , I s . , 2s. 29 DEC 1911

58/12 80/12 ^d., Id ., 2 d ., 2^d., 3d. 11 NOV 1912

61/194 29/15 Id. 10 JUN 1915

64/116 13/17 |d., Id. 19 MAR 1917

66/182 78/18 id . ,  Id. 10 OCT 1918

The data above for the eleven printings is based on the De La Rue records of ((9, 10)).

QUANTITIES PRINTED

DUTY QUANTITY ((9,-A M
§d. 155,880

Id. 304,800

2d. 30,480

2|d. 45,600

3d. 29,820
6d. 18,300
Is. 19,680

2s. 6,240

The total quantities in stamps of each value dispatched to Antigua are given above. From 
Table 6.1-3 at the end of this section one can obtain an idea of the quantities of each shade,
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but with the Jd ., Id ., and 2 fd . values this cannot be conclusive in the case of certain shades 
and co lors .

COLOR TRIALS

Color trials of several, perhaps most, values exist in various co lors  ((24)), including those 
of the issued stamps. Although the -|d. value on paper watermarked Multiple Crown over CA 
was issued as mono-colored stamps, color trials exist in over twenty bi-colored combina
tions. The following §d. imperforate color trials on gummed MCA paper have been recorded:

COLOR TRIAL SOURCE

Issued color of fd ., center cut out ((22))

Issued color of |d. (1903) ((21, 25))

Issued color of Id. (1903) ((21 , 22))

Issued color of 2d. ((18, 21, 22, 25))

Issued color of 2fd. (1903) ((18, 21, 22, 25))

Issued color of 3d. ((21 , 22))

Issued color of 6d. ((18, 21 , 2 2 ))

Issued color of Is. ((21 , 22))

Issued color of 2s., center cut out ((21 , 22))

Issued color of 2s. 6d. ((18, 22))

Bronze and green ((22))

Bronze and purple ((22))

Grey-green and bright blue ((22)) l
Orange and purple ((22))

Purple and red ((21 , 22))

Grey-green and red, center cut out ((22))

Mauve and blue-green, m ss. "X" partially removed ((22))
Green ((22))

Black and purple ((25))

Green and grey ((25))

Brown and mauve ((25))

Chocolate and dull green ((12))

PROOFS

No die proofs are known to have been struck after 1903, nor was there a need to do so. 
However, imprimaturs o r  plate proofs exist o f all values, imperforate and in the issued col
ors, as follows:

DUTY EXAMPLES SOURCE

Horizontal pair ((12, 20))



Id. Single (two copies) ((1 2 , 18))

2 d. Horizontal pair, single ((1 2 , 2 0 , 21))

2 id . Single ((1 2 , 20 ))

3d. Horizontal pair ((1 2 , 20))

6 d. Horizontal pair, single ((1 2 , 18, 20))

I s . Horizontal pair, single ((1 2 , 2 0 , 21))

2 s. Horizontal pair ((1 2 , 20 ))

The Id. red is also reported to exist imperforate with the center vignette cut out ((20)). 

SPECIMENS
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The three m ono-colored stamps, the |d., Id ., and 2-Jd., were overprinted SPECIMEN in 
black at the tim es of the initial printings. Data on these will be found in Section 10, where 
SPECIMEN stamps of all issues are discussed.

VARIETIES
Only one watermark variety has been reported, the |d. value, with MCA watermark invert
ed ((26)). A single copy is known, used and cancelled with the ANTIGUA Code Letter A 
CDS (20 mm diameter), dated AP 14 — . This stamp is possibly from the first printing on 
thick paper ((27)). Color shades exist of all values except the 2s., of which only one printing 
was made. The shades are described below under Quantities.

A single used copy of the Id. red (partial, dateless St. John's 
cancel) is known with a possibly constant printing variety. As 
shown in the sketch at the left, the G of ANTIGUA is joined by a 
"spur" at the upper right to the inner frameline o f the ornate 
tablet containing the colony name. Additional examples would be 
required before constancy o f this variety could be assured ((19)).

Single used copies of the Id . red and the Id. scarlet are known 
with irregular colorless spots obscuring parts o f the inscription 
around the upper edge of the central circular medallion. On the 

red stamp the spot is on the !D " o f "F .D . ", while the scarlet example has a spot on the "P "  
of "IMP". Such spots would not be constant varieties on these recess-printed stamps, since 
they would be caused either by foreign material on the plate or by incomplete inking ((19)).

QUANTITIES
The data given herein are taken from  copies of pertinent pages of the De La Rue Colonial 
Stamp Books ((9)) and Day Books ((10)), which were supplied by Michael Vokins. In all cases 
but one, for a Id . issue, the despatch dates correlate readily with the release dates given by 
Melville ((1)), but covers bearing the |d. value suggest an earlier release date for one print
ing.
Table 6.1-3 at the end of this section lists all of the printings in tabular form  and provides a 
convenient reference list. However, the mere listing o f the printings in a table does not pro
vide a complete story. It is useful for a study of these stamps to discuss each value separate
ly, as done below .

1



CA REQN. NO. STAMPS REMARKS DISPATCHED

id. Value

48/125 3,120 Initial printing on thicker paper. 
Specimens 732, green.

10 DEC 1906

52/59 30,180 On thinner, ordinary paper. 10 JUN 1909

53/176 30, 720 18 JUL 1910

58/12 30,720 On a thicker paper, deep green. 11 NOV 1912

64/116 30,480 Dull blue-green. 19 MAR 1917

66/182 30,660 10 OCT 1918

The six  printings of the |d. value total 155, 880 stamps. If one assumes the colors were 
constant until a change is  reported, the firs t  64, 020 were green, the next 30,720 w ere deep 
green, and the final 61,140 were dull blue-green, using the names given to the shades by 
Melville ((1)).
Although the fd. green was first printed in October 1906 and dispatched to Antigua on Decem
ber 10, 1906, the stamps did not come on sale until April 1909 ((1)). The first printing was 
on a thicker paper which is  explained by a note in the "Colonial Office Journal", A pril 1908, 
stating in part ((1))— "The paper referred to above is about 25 per cent thicker than the ord
inary paper and it has been inadvertently used for printing the last two issues of the large An
tigua stam ps."

The second and third printings were on the ordinary thinner paper, but the printing o f Novem
ber 1912 in deep green is again described as on a thicker paper ((1)). Although M elville gives 
September 1915 as the date for the appearance of this shade, two covers postmarked 22 JAN 
1914 and 4 JUN 1914 indicate an earlier release. No further information is available on the 
release date of the dull blue-green stamps which constituted the last two shipments.

Id. Value

52/59 29,940 Initial printing. Specimens 413, 
rose -red .

10 JUN 1909

53/176 30,480 18 JUL 1910

55/47 30,720 13 JUN 1911

58/12 61,860 11 NOV 1912

61/194 60,900 Bright scarlet. 10 JUN 1915

64/116 60,900 Deep scarlet. 19 MAR 1917

66/182 30,000 Dark red . 10 DEC 1918

The Id . mono-colored stamp was first printed in April 1909, dispatched on June 10, 1909, 
and appeared in Antigua in July 1909. A total of 304,800 stamps appeared on the paper wat
ermarked Multiple Crown over CA. Melville calls the initial shade rose-red and does not 
indicate a change in shade until the fifth printing. This would give a total of 153, 000 stamps 
in the initial shade.

The printing dispatched 10 June 1915 M elville calls bright scarlet. The change to scarlet in 
1915 is  further confirmed in an article by G. B. Talbot ((28)) who wrote "On August 15th, 
1915, in common with many other British Colonial Id. stamps, the Id. stamp (Ed: o f Anti
gua), formerly printed in red, appeared in scarlet. " However, there exists a Id . stamp



used on postcard and clearly postmarked 20 DEC 1912 in a lovely bright scarlet shade, quite 
distinct from the initial rose-red. One example does not disprove the record , but creates a 
mystery to be solved.
The 1917 printing of 60, 900 stamps was in deep scarlet. The final printing of 30, 000 stamps 
in 1918 was in a dark red, but did not appear on sale until September 29, 1919 ((1)). Mel
ville refers to the dark red as "sometimes described as aniline, as it appears to have satur
ated the paper and shows through to the back. "

2d. Value

56/71 1 2 ,1 2 0 Initial printing, dull purple and 
brown.

29 DEC 1911

58/12 18,360 Dull purple and red-brown. 11 NOV 1912

Only two printings of the 2d. value were made, the firs t  in 1911 of 12,120 stamps and the se c 
ond in 1912 of 18,360 stamps for a total of 30,480 stamps, or 508 sheets. The initial printing 
first appeared in February 1912. The second printing, although dispatched in November 1912, 
did not appear until September 1915 ((1)). The red-brown frame of the second printing is 
quite distinct and copies can be assigned to each printing by the shades o f the frames. Talbot 
gives a date o f February 28, 1912, for the issue date o f the initial printing ((28)).

2|d. Value

48/125 3,120 Initial printing on thicker paper. 
Specimens 732, ultramarine.

10 DEC 1906

50/24 6,300 On thinner paper. 31 DEC 1907

51/7 1 2 ,0 0 0 23 JUN 1908

55/47 12,180 13 JUN 1911

58/12 1 2 ,0 0 0 Deep blue. 11 NOV 1912

The 2|d. in ultramarine was the firs t  of the stamps on Multiple Crown over CA paper to be 
released in Antigua. Five printings o f this value were made, four in ultramarine totalling 
33,600 stamps, and one in deep blue o f 12,000 stamps. The first shipment of 3,120 stamps, 
dispatched in December 1906, was on the same thicker paper as the |d. stamp. These 
stamps began to appear in January 1908 ((1)). A second printing of 6,300 stamps, dispatched 
in December 1907, was on the normal, thinner paper. The third shipment of 12, 000 stamps, 
dispatched in June 1908, began to appear in 1909 ((1)). The fourth and final printing in ultra- 
marine of 12,180 stamps was dispatched in June 1911.

Comparison o f a number of unused ultramarine stamps indicates that there may be two shades, 
one lighter than the other. Paper toning has a pronounced effect on the appearance, so care 
must be taken to compare stamps on paper that has not been toned. There is insufficient evi
dence to relate the shades to specific printings. However, the use of deep ultramarine is r e 
ported on July 30, 1910, pale ultramarine in 1911 and 1914, and deep blue on May 15, 1921 
((27)). In November 1912 the final printing of the 2|d. stamp was sent to the colony, but the 
stamps were deep blue rather than ultramarine. There was apparently a suitable stock of 
2jd. stamps on hand, since the deep blue stamps were not released until August 1918 ((1)).

The color designation above for the first four printings differs from that given by Melville in 
his text. He re fers  to the first two printings as blue, and does not mention the third and 
fourth printings. The last printing he calls deep blue (as above). Then, in his check list 
(Chapter XI), he lists the 2§d. stamps as follows: 2-|d. ultramarine, thick paper; 2|d. blue;



2fd. deep blue (1918). It is impossible, except for the last listing, to relate to his text which 
never uses the word "u ltra m a r in e B r id g e r  and Kay ((14)) adds further confusion by listing 
these stamps as follows: E20, 2§d. ultramarine; E21, 2fd. blue, thin paper (11/09); E22, 
2fd. deep blue (8/18). The present study does not yet have the information needed to resolve 
this uncertainty.

3d. Value

56/71 12,180 Initial printing, grey-green and 29 DEC 1911
orange-brown.

58/12 17,640 Deep green  and bright orange. 11 NOV 1912

Only two orders were placed for the 3d. value on Multiple Crown over CA paper, the first in 
1911 and the second in 1912, for a total o f 29, 820 stamps. The first printing of 12,180 stamps 
was sent to Antigua in December 1911 and began to appear in February 1912 ((1)). Talbot 
gives a date of February 28, 1912 ((28)). The printing is described as grey-green and orange- 
brown. The second printing of 17,640 stamps was sent to the island in November 1912, but 
did not appear until August 1918 ((1)). This printing was in deep green and bright orange.
With these shade descriptions, it is readily possible to compare stamps from the two printings 
and assign them to the firs t  or second printing.

6d. Value

55/47 6 , 000 Initial printing, purple and black. 13 JUN 1911

56/71 12,300 Magenta and grey-black. 29 DEC 1911

As in the case of the 3 d ., there were only two printings of the 6d. value, totalling 18, 300 
stamps on the Multiple Crown over CA paper. Both printings were made in 1911, the first 
being dispatched in June and the second in December. The firs t  shipment of 6 ,000 stamps 
made its appearance in August 1911 ((1)). Talbot states that . .  the 6d. purple and black was 
issued on August 30th, 1911. " ((28)). The second shipment o f 12, 300 stamps in magenta and 
grey-black began to appear in September 1915 ((1)). As with the other values o f which there 
were only two printings, a comparison of examples of the two printings enables one to assign 
the stamps accurately to each printing.

I s . Value

48/125 1 ,560 Initial printing, blue and dull purple. 10 DEC 1906

51 /7  6 ,180 23 JUN 1908

56/71 11,940 Deep blue and dark purple. 29 DEC 1911

The three printings of the Is . stamp, made between 1906 and 1911, total 19,680 stamps. On
ly 1, 560 stamps were in the first shipment o f  December 1906. These stamps in blue and dull 
purple began to appear in February 1908 ((1)). A second shipment of 6,180 stamps was dis
patched in June 1908, but apparently matched the colors of the first shipment close ly . The 
third shipment of 11,940 stamps was sent in December 1911. These stamps in deep blue and 
dark purple began to appear in September 1915 ((1)), and can easily be distinguished from the 
earlier blue and dull purple stamps.

2s . Value

56/71 6,240 Only printing, grey-green and violet 29 DEC 1911

The 2s. stamp on Multiple Crown over CA paper had only one printing of 6,240 stamps. Dis
patched to Antigua in December 1911, these stamps are described as grey-green and violet.



Talbot gives the issue date of this stamp as February 28th, 1912 ((28)). With only 6,240 
stamps printed, the 2s. value merits recognition as the scarcest value of the issue.

CONCLUDING REMARKS
It is interesting to note that a German catalogue printed about 1922 refers to the thick paper 
varieties of the ^d. and 2|d. values printed in 1906 and quotes the quantities of 3,120 each.
This catalogue lists  two shades each for the |d. and I d . , but does not recognize the 2|d. deep 
blue or other shades.
There exists a used set of blocks o f four of all values on piece, with each piece postmarked 
March 5, 1920. Each of the |d. through Is . values is  in the last shade noted in the above tab
les. These examples are suspected o f being "favor" postmarks rather than from regular post
al use. Since each shade is in the last issued notation, it is quite possible that these stamps 
were still on hand at the post office on this date. Recently, a similar block of four of the 
2s. 6d. stamp o f 1903 has been found on piece with the same postmark of March 5, 1920. There 
is no clue on these pieces as to the "stamp collector" responsible, but this group of used 
blocks of four is  thought to be unique.

The data from the De La Rue records are included in Section 6.1 through the efforts of Alfred 
Branston and Michael Vokins. Mr. Branston did the original searches through the Colonial 
Stamp Books and provided the starting point. Mr. Vokins took many hours from his research 
on Jamaica to photocopy the Antigua pieces in the Colonial Stamp Books and Day Books. With 
such information on hand, it has been a straightforward task to correlate this data with that 
given by Melville. Sincere thanks are due to these two dedicated men for making this possi
ble.
The help of reviewers has made this section more complete than it otherwise would have been. 
Sincere thanks are due to Mrs. S. M. Pearse, G. W. Bowman, Reverend P. Brooks, W. G. 
Cornell, and V . N. F. Surtees.

Special thanks are due to E. K. Thompson and E. V. Toeg, who exhibited their marvellous 
Antigua collections at both PHYLIMPIA 1970 and LONDON 1980. Through a study of these c o l
lections much o f  the data in this section has been elaborated and strengthened.

EXPLANATORY NOTES FOR TABLE 6.1-3  ON NEXT PAGE:

1. Dates are given according to the following two-letter designations for months:

January -  JA; February -  FE; March -  MA; April -  AP; May -  MY; June -  JU; J u ly -  
JY; August -  AU; September -  SE; October -  OC; November -  NO; December -  DE.

2. Colonial Stamp Book pages com e from Volumes 10, 11, and 12.

3. Day Book pages come from Volumes X, Y, Z, AA, AB, and AC.

4. Opposite each duty: a. First line is quantity shipped to Antigua.
b. Second line is month and year released according to Melville; 

e .g ., 4/09 is  April 1909.

c. Third and fourth lines give color as reported by Melville.

5. See text for  discussion of paper thickness. The reference to the thicker paper for the fd . 
stamps shipped in 1912 comes from  Melville but is not further clarified by him.

REFERENCES APPEAR AT THE TOP OF PAGE 117
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TABLE 6.1-3

Q U A N T I T IE S  O F  ST A M P S D I S T R I B U T E D  B Y  DE L A  R U E  P E R  P R IN T IN G  
A N T I G U A ,  1908 A R M S I S S U E ,  W ATERM ARKED M U L T IP L E  CROW N O V E R  C A ,  P E R F O R A T E D  lL

C o lo n ia l Stamp Book 
Page and Date

10 p l0 2  
180C 06

10 pl58 
3DE 07

10 pl87 
20MY 08

10 p231 
21AP 09

11 pl* 5 
25MY 10

11 P91 
1*AP 11

11 p l2 5  
16NO 11

11 p l8 l 
3SE 12

12 p51 
7AP 15

12 p l2 6
22JA 17

12 pl99 
18JY 18

Day Book 
Page and Date

X p25 
10DE 06

X p233 
31DE 07

7 p23 
18JU 08

Y p201
10JU 09

Z P93 
18JY 10

z P275 
13JU 11

AA p l l 2  
29DE 11

AA p333 
lUNO 12

AB p278 
10JU 15

AC plUU 
19MA 17

AC p333 
100C 18

CA R equ isition  No. 1*8/125 50/2*4 51/7 52/59 53/176 55/1*7 56/71 58/12 61/191* 6U/116 66/182

R eq u is ition  No. 90/06 83/07 1*5/08 23 /09 1*1*/10 33/11 106/11 80/12 29/15 13/17 78/18

Duty

»Sd.

3,120
(a )

k/09
green

30,180
(b )

11 /09

30,720 30,720
(c )

9/15
deep
green

30,U80

/17
d u ll
blue
green

30,660

Id.
29,9**0
7 /0 9

30,1*80 30,720 61,860 60,900

9/15
bright
scarlet

60,900
/17

deep
s c a r le t

30,000
9 /19
dark
red
a n ilin e

2d
12 ,120
2 /12
d u ll
pu rp le
and
brown

18,360
9/15
dull 
purple 
& red- 
brovn

* » •

3,120
(a )

1/08
u lt r a -
marine

6,300
(b)

12,000
(b)

11/09

12,180 12,000

8/18
deep
blue

3d.

12 ,180
2 /12
g ra y - 
green & 
oran g e - 
brown

17,61*0
8/18
deep 
green & 
bright 
orange

6d.

6,000
8/11
purple 
& black

12,300
9/15
magenta 
& g r a y - 
b la ck

Is .
1,560
2/08
blue &
du ll
purple

6,180 11,9^0 
9/15
deep 
b lu e  & 
dark 
pu rp le

2s.

6,2Uo
2/12
g ra y - 
green & 
v i o l e t

(a) Thick paper (b) Thin paper (norm al) (c) T hicker paper
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BCPSG WINNERS AT SESCAL

The following BCPSG'ers earned awards at the 41st Annual SESCAL Exhibit, held at Los Ange
les' Ambassador Hotel on 25-27 October 1985:

GOLD (plus the U. S. Cancellation Club Award): KING PARKER, JR ., "A Postal History 
of San Francisco".

SILVER: Dr. RUSSELL V. SKAVARIL, "Research on the Modern Official Handstamps of 
St. Helena".

LITERATURE:

SILVER: British Caribbean Philatelic Journal, Volume 24, 1984, George W. Bowman, Ed
itor.

SILVER-BRONZE: St. Helena and Dependencies Philatelic Society Newsletter, Dr. Russ
ell V. Skavaril, Editor.

BPONZE: Inflation Study Group Bulletin, Diana Manchester, Editor.

George Bowman was Exhibits Chairman of the show, which also hosted the 6 th Annual Conven
tion of the American Helvetia Philatelic Society.

MORE ON “MISSENT TO BAHAMAS” MARKS
by HORST AUGUSTINOVIC

In March 1985 I first noticed a new "MISSENT TO BAHAMAS" mark which is similar in 
size and type style to a previous type; however, the word "THE" has been removed from 
"MISSENT TO THE BAHAMAS". (Ed: See Horst's listing of "MISSENT TO BAHAMAS" 
handstamps on page 46 of the April 1984 Journal.) Applied in blue, this mark measures 7 by 
55 mm (Figure 1).

Two months la ter, in May 1985, a similar mark in red 
made its appearance (Figure 2). It is  8 by 58 mm in 
size and I at firs t  assumed that it was a distorted version 
of the first mark; however, both marks continue to show 
up— always in their respective co lo rs ! It would seem,

MISSENT TP BAHAMAS
Figure 1

To page 143



Bob Danzer’s BERMUDA BRIEFS
BOER WAR PRISONERS HELD ON THE ISLANDS IN HAMILTON HARBOR, BERMUDA----

A STUDY OF EIGHT LETTERS

The postcard shown in Figure 1 was printed in 
the early 1900's, and shows all of the islands in 
Hamilton Harbor where Dutch prisoners of war 
were interned. (Ed: A short review o f  a book 
entitled "Boer Prisoners of War in Bermuda", 
provided to me by Horst Augustinovic, is print
ed on page 16 o f  the February 1983 BCPJ. In 
that publication are described P .O .W . covers 
similar to those discussed here by B o b .)

1. The item o f Figure 2 was sent from  a 
prisoner in Hamilton Harbor to Middleburg, 
Transvaal, where it remained unclaimed. It 
was censored in Bermuda in blue, then in black 
at Pretoria and Middleburg. Mailed on Novem
ber 17th, 1900, it arrived in Pretoria on Dec
ember 17th. It then took six weeks to get to 
Middleburg, after being detained at Johannes
burg on January 3rd, 1901. I wonder whether 
it was ever delivered!

2. The official letter shown on the front cov
er of this journal is  addressed to a P .O .W . on 
board a prisoners' ship bound for Bermuda.
Sent from Pretoria on August 12th, 1901, it was 
censored there in red, backstamped at Durban 
and Point on August 15th, and finally at Hamil



ton on November 27th— more than three months later.

3. The cover o f Figure 3— my pride and joy!---- is  from  a P.O.W. on St. Helena to a
P.O.W. on D arrells Island in Bermuda. Censored in violet at Broad Bottom Camp on Sep
tember 23rd, 1901, it arrived in St. Johns, Newfoundland, on November 4th and at Hamilton 
on November 16th, where it received a Bermuda censor mark in blue.

To page 123

Editor’s Message

I t  certa in ly  d o e s n ' t  seem as i f  i t ' s  been s ix  y e a r s  since I ed ited my f i r s t  i ssue o f  
the B r i t i sh  Caribbean P h i l a t e l i c  Journa l . F rank ly ,  I wasn't qu i te  sure, back in e a r 
ly 1980, j u s t  what I was g e t t i n g  into. But now, half -a-dozen years  and 28 magazines 
l a ter,  1 r e a l i z e  that being g i v e n  a major part in the production o f  th i s  journal has  
been a most d e l i g h t f u l  and rewarding experience.

I 'm sure that  the ent ire  BCPSG membership wi l l  g i v e  Mark the same enthus ia s t ic  s u p 
port that was g iven to me dur ing my term as E d i t o r .  The production of Journal pages  
by means of a computer/word processo r ,  rather than by my banging away on an IBM Exec
ut ive,  is a major step in a d i f f e r e n t  direction from that which my predecessors have  
followed s in c e  A1 Johnson mimeographed his f i r s t  i ssue back in I960.  Mark's e q u ip 
ment has the c a p a b i l i t y  to g ive  us a s l i c k ,  neat magazine with a profess ional appear 
ance of which we can a l l  be proud. A l l  he needs i s  material to work with, so p lease  
f i l l  his in -baske t  with a steady f low o f  a r t i c l e s .
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Thanks to  each of you f o r  your kind words and support the se  past years. I ' d  l i k e  to 
write a personal note o f  appreciation to  each BCPSG'er who has made my l i f e  a s  an ed
itor e a s i e r ,  but that would be imposs ib le. I do wish to s t a t e  here that I am p a r t i c 
u la r ly  g ra te fu l  to Ed A d d i s s ,  Jack A r n e l l ,  Horst A u g u s t i n o v i c , Col in Bay ley,  Edmund 
Bayley, Ki 1 Bump, B i l l  Corne l l ,  Chuck Cwiaka la ,  Bob Danzer, Marge Doran, Jay  Fred
rick, Tom G i ra ld i ,  Colm Hinneburg-Murphy, Reg Lant, M o r r i s  Ludington, Ian Matheson,  
B i l l  Matthews, Ben Ramkissoon, Gale Raymond, Fred S e i f e r t ,  Tony Shepherd, Russ  Ska- 
vari 1 , Bob Swarbrick, Mark Swetland, M ike  Vokins, Mike Watman, Mike Wilson,  Malcolm 
Watts, and Ron Wynstra, for  their steady stream of l i t e r a r y  material.  Thanks to 
them, my inventory o f  "something to p r i n t "  never dried up. Many other members have 
contr ibuted a r t ic le s  and comments, o f  course ,  but the people  I ' v e  named have con tr ib 
uted f a r  more than t h e i r  share.

Trinidad Formular Registration Envelopes
by BEN RAMKISSOON

Recent acqu is i t ion s  o f  examples of T r i n i d a d  formular r e g i s t r a t i o n  envelopes prompted 
a study o f  th i s  early i s sue  of postal s t a t io n e ry .  I t  t u r n s  out that these envelopes  
are o f  the same type a s  the Great B r i t a i n  formular r e g i s t r a t i o n  envelopes. The T r i n 
idad types  were printed in 1 8 8 0  in three  s ize s  on bag-shaped envelopes made o f  white 
wove l in e n - l i n e d  paper.

The i n s c r i p t io n ,  text ,  and crossed l i n e s ,  e tc . ,  appear in  blue, as on the f i r s t  issue 
of Jamaica,  but in a d i f f e r e n t  type. The front of the envelope shows the f o l l o w in g  
text ( se e  Figure 1 ):

THIS LETTER MUST BE GIVEN TO AN OFFICER OF THE POST OFFICE 
TO BE REGISTERED AND A RECEIPT OBTAINED FOR IT.

Two rectangu lar ly - shaped  boxed spaces enc lose  these messages:

REGISTERED. (Box measures 55 mm by 9 mm)

THE STAMP/TO PAY THE/POSTAGE/MUST BE/PLACED HERE
(Box measures 21§ mm by 2k mm)

FIGURE 1
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On the envelope f l a p  the i n s c r i p t i o n  FOR REGISTRATION ONLY, in b lock  le t ters,  ap 
pears in an arched label on a s o l i d  blue-green background (Figure 2 ) .

Under the envelope f lap  the i n s c r i p t i o n  McCORQUODALE & CO. CONTRACTORS is pr inted  
in blue b lock  l e t t e r s .  Beneath t h i s  in a s t r a i g h t  l ine in black b lock  letters ap 
pear McCORQUODALE & CO'S. PATENT REGISTERED ENVELOPE (Figure 3 ) .

Without expressed value, the envelopes  are:

Green and b lue,  S ize  F ( i l l u s t r a t e d )
Green and b lue,  S ize G 
Green and blue,  S ize K

These envelopes are extremely ra re ,  and used examples have not as yet been seen by 
th i s  writer.  Co l lectors  with s i m i l a r  or related formular re g i s t r a t i o n  envelopes are  
invited to sha re  information and comments with t h i s  wri ter at 3011 White Oak Lane,  
Oak Brook, IL  60521.
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A “BERMUDA MEETING CACHET” FOLLOWUP

by HORST AUGUSTINOVIC

In th e  September 1985 jo u rn a l Dr. R u s s e l l  S k a v a r il d e s c r ib e s  one of the e lu s iv e  
c a c h e ts  a p p lied  by th e  Bermuda Post O f f i c e  during the 1961 meeting between U .S . 
P re s id e n t  John F. Kennedy and B r i t i s h  Prim e M in is te r  H a ro ld  M acM illan . To my 
know ledge th is  was th e  th ir d  such Bermuda cach et.

Bermuda has hosted s e v e r a l  meetings o f  w orld  leaders o v e r  the years; most have  
been commemorated p h i l a t e l i c a l l y  e i t h e r  by the o v e r p r in t in g  o f  stamps, o r  th e  
use o f  cachets d u rin g  the  conference p e r io d .

Stamps were o v e rp r in te d  fo r  the 'T h re e  Power T a lk s ' o f  1953 and the 'H e a th -N ix o n ' 
m eeting  o f December 1971. These are c a ta lo g u e d  and w e l l  known by c o l le c t o r s .  Less  
known, however, are  th e  cachets th a t w ere used by the Bermuda Post O f f ic e  on 
th re e  separate  o c c a s io n s . In each c a se  the  cachets were a p p lie d  a t the G e n e ra l  
Post O f f ic e  in  H a m ilto n , on overseas m a i l  o n ly .

=  T H E  =  

BERMUDA 
TALKS

1957

The f i r s t  cachet was a p p lie d  from December 4th to 7 th , 1953, during  the 'T h re e  
Power T a lk s '  o f Prim e M in is te r  C h u r c h i l l ,  P residen t E isen h ow er and French  
P re s id e n t  L a n ie l,  h e ld  a t the Mid O cean C lub  in  T u c k e r 's  Town. I t  was a p p l ie d  
in  r e d .

D u rin g  'The Bermuda T a lk s '  between P rim e  M in is te r  M a c M illa n  and P re s id e n t  
E isen h o w er, held from  March 21st to  2 4 th ,  1957, a lso  a t  th e  Mid Ocean C lu b ,  the  
second cachet was a p p l ie d  in  purple t o  outgo ing  a ir m a il  o n ly .

The t h i r d  cachet, as  d e s c r ib e d  by D r . S k a v a r i l ,  was a p p l ie d  during  'The Bermuda 
M e e t in g ' o f  P re s id e n t Kennedy and P rim e  M in is te r  M a c M illa n  on December 2 1 s t  and 
22nd 1961. Th is  m e e tin g , a lm ost c a n c e lle d  a t the la s t  moment due to the s e r io u s  
i l l n e s s  o f P re s id e n t K ennedy's  fa th e r ,  was held  at Berm uda's Government H ouse , 
not a t  Mangrove Bay. The cach et, a p p l ie d  in  red on o u tg o in g  a ir m a il ,  was 
announced and i l l u s t r a t e d  on the f r o n t  page o f the R o y a l G a ze tte , Berm uda's 
d a i ly  newspaper, on W ednesday, December 20th, the day b e fo re  the co n fe ren ce  
began. Shown below th e  f la g s  by the way i s  a map of Berm uda, not clasped han ds.



BOB DANZER'S BERMUDA BRIEFS (Continued from page 119)

4. Figure 4 illustrates a let
ter, sent on May 16th, 1902 from 
a concerned relative in Holland, 
and which arrived in New York 
on May 25th. It did not arrive
in Bermuda until July 9th, where 
it was censored in violet and, I 
presume, delivered to Butts Is
land.

5. The cover o f Figure 5, 
sent from Natal with a P.O.A. 
#46 (?) cancel, was backstamped 
at Pietmardzburg and Greytown 
on October 10th, 1901. It was 
censored in blue at Bermuda 
without a receiving CDS. The 
P.O.W. was not at Butts or 
Darrells. (Did they try Mor
gans Island ?)

F i g u r e  5

6 . Registered and censored at 
Howick, Natal, on December 14th, 
1901, the item shown in Figure 6 
passed through Durban on Decem
ber 16th and arrived in London on 
January 14th, 1902. It finally a r
rived in Bermuda on January 27th, 
and then was sent on to Morgans 
Island. It probably contained 
something o f value because of the 
high (6d .) registration fee.

7. Mailed from  Pearl, Cape o f 
Good Hope, the Figure 7 cover 
was opened and censored on Octo
ber 1st, 1901, and sealed with 
orange tape. It arrived at Hamil
ton on November 5th— the fastest 
journey of the eight covers under 
discussion. But Rocco did not get 
his letter until November 26th, at 
Beautwoord.

m n in n i

MERIPEX '86 AMERIPEX '86 AMERIPEX ’86 AMERIPEX '86 AMERIPEX ' 8 6  AMERIPEX '86  Ai
PEX '86 AMERIPEX '86 AMERIPEX '8 6  AMERIPEX '8 6  AMERIPEX '86 AMERIPEX '86 AMERI
MERIPEX '86 AMERIPEX '86 AMERIPEX '86 AMERIPEX '86  AMERIPEX ' 8 6  AMERIPEX '8 6  AI



F ig u r e  8



8 . Lastly, I show an item (Figure 8) sent on November 2nd, 1901, from  a burger camp at 
Pretoria to a P .O .W . in Tent No. 4 on Darrells Island. Censored in purple at the burger 
camp, it also received the Pretoria censor in black and arrived at Bermuda on December 
17th.

(Figures 2, 4, 5, 6 , and 7 are reduced to 77% of full s ize .)

TURKS & CAICOS ISLANDS: THREE COVERS 
TO AUSTRIA-BOHEMIA

by LOUIS E. ZELL, Jr.

The three re g i s t e re d  covers shown below were a l l  mai led from Turks Is land to a Doctor  
Brunbauer o f  Ronsperg, Austr ia/Bohemia. They a l l  have the fo l low in g  common fea tu re s :

a. A Turks  Is land Type 3a CDS (one cover i s  postmarked on 15 July  1911, the 
other  two on 16 September 1911)

b. A Turks  Is land Type R4 re g i s t ra t io n  marking (with same dates as spec i f ied  
in a. above)

c. Namescript r e g i s t r a t io n  numbers in blue penci l  (numbers 744, 1973, and 
1074).

The 7kb number, inscribed on the 15 July  cover ( F ig u re  1), is unboxed. But each o f  
the other two numbers, 1073 ( F i g u r e  2) and 1074 (F igu re  3), is p laced within a 40 mm 
by 32 mm box s t ru c k  in v io le t  ink.  The box, which is  apparently a d i s t in c t ive  r e g 
is trat ion  mark, is  divided in to  two segments, w i th  the upper segment containing the

r ON HIS MAJESTY’S SERVICE. >

TURKS ISLAND CDS 
JY 15 11

cn Z u fr

T / 1/-
I K * "

Figure 1 -  Front
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Figure 3 -  Reverse

words L IST  NUMBER.

The cover  not bearing the box is an o f f i c i a l  "OHMS" envelope. A l l  three covers  are 
i n sc r ibed  with the f a m i l i a r  crossed b lu e  l ines  denoting the reg is t ra t ion  process.

Can any reader shed l i g h t  upon this " b o x "  mark? When was it  f i r s t  used in the Turks/  
Caicos I s lands ,  and has  a s im i l a r  mark been u t i l ized  in other colonies?

The reverse  side of a l l  three covers i s  extremely in te r e s t in g .  Aside from the usual 
array o f  t r ans i t  and rece iv ing  marks ( i . e . ,  U.S.SEA POST REG., London R e g i s t r a t i o n ,  
and RONSPERG " k i l l e r " ,  a l l  o f  which a re  normal and e x p la in a b le ) ,  there appears  on 
each cover a strange "box and number" combination mark I have never before seen and 
for which I seek informat ion.  Each box contains the o rn a te  le t te r s  FP and i s  placed 
next to  a f i v e - d i g i t  number, which looks  as i f  i t may have been applied by means of  
an automat ic  numbering machine. The numbers are 00004 (on the 15 July c o v e r ) ,  00006 
(on the mss. 1074 c o v e r ) ,  and 0 00 08  (on the mss. 1073 cover ) .

Any ideas  on the purpose and usage da tes  of th is  boxed-FP mark would be g r e a t l y  ap- 
prec i a t e d .

(F igure  1 shows the cover  reduced to 77% of  fu l l  s ize. The covers of F i g u re s  2 and 
3  are i l l u s t r a te d  ac tu a l  s ize . )

«H H iiH iinnniinii»iiiiH »m H H nniiiiniim m H »iim iiiininim im m niiinim iiiiiim m m inniiin iii

BCPSG L ib ra r ian  BOB LOVETT announces t h a t  the fol lowing books/magazines a re  miss ing  
from the  Group L ibra ry .  He believes t h a t  a l l  of these p u b l i c a t ion s  were borrowed in 
the dim past by BCPSG members who for va r iou s  reasons f a i l e d  to return them.

M on t se r ra t , by L. E. B r i t n o r

Jamaica Pre-Stamp Covers, 1760-1860, by L„ C. C. Nicholson 

History o f  A l l i o n gan a , by Howard A. Fergus

"The P h i l a t e l i c  Magazine", Vol.  22, No. 13; December 15th, 1928



I f  you have t h i s  material  stashed away somewhere in your stamp den, please return i t  
to Bob (note h i s  new address in t h i s  i s su e ' s  S e c r e t a r y ' s  Report) as  soon as p o s s i b le .  
No questions w i l l  be asked and no f ines  wi l l  be lev ied .

Secretary's Report
NEW MEMBERS:

All applicants listed in the September 1985 BCPJ have been admitted to membership.

NEW APPLICANTS:

GREENWOOD, J. S ., 33 Drayton 
Court, Drayton Gardens, London 
SW10 9RH, England.

Company director. Collects An
tigua, British Guiana, British 
Honduras, British East Africa,
Solomon Islands, and horses on 
stamps. By Bruce Walker.

FULFORD, Richard A ., 8900 S.W .
107th Ave., # 312, Miami, FL 
33176.

Exporter. Collects BWI, partic
ularly Jamaica. By Thomas E,
Giraldi.

FEINER, Melvin, Classic Phila
telies, P.O. Box 5637, Huntington 
Beach, CA 92615-0637.

Self-employed. Interested in 
postal stationery of the world.
By Ben Ramkissoon.

REYNOLDS, David, 7908 Tokay 
Ave., Sp 101, Fontana, CA 92335.

Cooler w orker. Interested in 
Jamaican postmarks. By Thomas 
E. Giraldi.

BARNSTONE, Howard, 17 Shadow-  
lawn Circle, Houston, TX 77005.

Architect. Collects British Hon
duras. By Robert P. Lovett.

BURNSELL, Bradley W ., 11 Brad
ford Road, Milton, MA 02186.

Teacher. Interested in mint/used 
British until 1968, Pitcairn Is
lands, and British FDC's to p res
ent. By Howard C. Austin.

To page 138

CARIBBEAN PHILATELIC AUCTIONS
THE SPECIALISED POSTAL AUCTION FOR THE 

STAMPS AND CANCELLATIONS OF THE

WEST INDIES and the

CARIBBEAN AREA
Specialists, General Collectors and 

r" NVr» Beginners should Phone or Write for
^  PHILATELIC t  FREE CATALOGUE, 
r j  AUCTIONS £

p.o. BOX 91, HARROGATE 
v 1976 . NORTH YO RKSH IRE  HG2 OAB, U K
^  o Telephone: Harrogate (0423) 69020

S P E C I A L I S T - —  | 
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The following article, slightly edited from its original appearance in a Belizean newspaper, 
was forwarded to me by member Peter Bylen. The commentary is interesting not only for its 
subject matter, but also because it was set up on the computer/printer of soon-to-be-Editor 
Mark Swetland. Mark and I decided to publish Peter's manuscript in this manner fo r  a couple 
of reasons: (1) to "test" the technical capability of Mark's equipment to automatically handle 
Journal page layout, and (2) to give readers a preview of what w ill probably be standard Jour
nal form at beginning next year.

Mark's printer automatically "straight-lines" the right margins, but in doing so occasionally 
creates areas in the text where considerable space is built up between adjoining w ords. How
ever, his machine can print out an alternate format in which the text body is fairly free  from 
"white space" spots between words, but in which the right m argin is vertically uneven. This 
is sim ilar to the style I have used during my six years as Editor.

Both Mark and I would greatly appreciate your comments concerning which style you prefer.
If you like the way Peter's "Of Stamps and Rubber Stamps" looks as printed here, w e'd  like 
for you to let us know.

GEORGE

Of S ta m p s  a n d  R u b b e r  S ta m p s

Belize is  losing an opportunity to earn foreign exchange and 
provide additional employment. How? Through the failure of some senior 
c i v i l  servants to provide full  information to the new government.

The commodity that can bring us more money and jobs is none other 
than postage stamps. Stamps are printed for two purposes. They pay for 
postage and duties on items such as le tters ,  packages and documents, 
and they are sold overseas to stamp dealers and collectors .

Previously our stamps were controlled by the Post Office and were 
sold abroad through the Crown Agents in the U. K. and Stanley Gibbons 
in the U.S.A. A few years ago a businessman convinced the government 
to s ign  over control  of our stamps to his company in return for 
increased revenues o f  over one m il l ion  dollars each year.

So far as i s  known Belize did not benefit much from that arrange
ment and there are no accounts available to v e r i f y  the s i tu a t io n .  In 
fa c t ,  stamp journals and stamp dealers heaped criticism on Belize 
stamps for poor q u a l i ty ,  unrealistic  markup on p r ic e s ,  too many issues,  
and resorting to dubious gimmicks to bilk c o l l e c t o r s .

Following a few years of rapidly fa l l in g  revenues and a barrage 
of overseas c r i t ic is m ,  government had l i t t l e  choice but to do some
thing. A local company, The Belize Philatelic Bureau, was formed. Equal 
shares would be held by government and a new foreign company. The 
P h ila te l ic  Bureau was to be located in Belize and a government repre
sentative would be chairman o f  the Board o f  Directors to  protect 
B e l iz e 's  interest.

The P h ilate lic  Bureau would employ two dozen Belizeans f u l l  time, 
and an additional dozen or two on a seasonal basis , whenever new 
stamps were issued and more hands needed to t e a r ,  package, and forward 
orders to overseas co llectors .



Equally as important as increased employment was the fact that  
collectors and dealers'  orders would come to B e l ize ,  bringing in 
foreign exchange. Deposit accounts, the standard practice in a l l  stamp 
bureaus, would be opened for each of the three to f iv e  thousand e s t i 
mated regular collectors .  I f  a minimum o f  f i fteen  U. S. dollars per 
collector i s  kept in each deposit account, Belize would have an addi
tional one hundred thousand plus dollars at  i t s  disposal.  Stamp c o l l e c 
tors keep a balance in th e ir  accounts to ensure the country supplies  
the sets o f  stamps they require .  Some leave standing instructions so 
they don't have to order each time a stamp issue is released.

Belize can earn a m il l ion  dollars each year and provide more 
employment. The problem i s  that, while the government has changed, 
the same senior c iv i l  servants involved in the past unsatisfactory  
situation remain in their positions  and are continuing the same old  
policies.

In actual fact ,  there is  no P h i la te l ic  Bureau in Belize,  only a 
sign on North Front Street, a telephone, and five employees. Overseas 
collectors wishing to purchase Belize stamps must place orders through 
a foreign company in a foreign country. They, not us, benefit  from the 
foreign exchange and the additional employment to their citizens. We 
are also deprived of extra postage revenue as co llectors  and dealers  
would be required to pay postage on a l l  orders posted to  them. Figure 
it  out -  three to five thousand dollars and packages posted eight to  
ten times a year, depending on how many issu es  are released.

Then there are the stamp journals and dealers who are again  
becoming skeptica l  of our arrangement. They are starting to c r i t ic i z e  
our country for resorting to  gimmicks and excessive issuing of stamps.

The new government has only been in o f f ic e  eight months and must 
s t i l l  rely heavily  on the advice of Permanent Secretaries and Heads o f  
Departments. Their failure to  fu l ly  inform and brief the new government 
on the f o l l i e s  of the old methods perpetuates an unacceptable s i t u a 
tion. The consequence i s  that Belize i s  getting a raw deal. We are 
losing much needed foreign exchange and our people are deprived o f  
employment.

(NOTE: Another article printed on Mark's equipment appears on page 139.)

IMPORTANT! ! Please give your attention to the following item s!! IMPORTANT!!

1. Jack Harwood needs auction lots, and plenty of 'em , for the BCPSG auction scheduled
for AMERIPEX. Please send your material to Jack (see his new address on page 138) by 1 
February 1986, so that the auction lis t  can be prepared and published in the March '86 BCPJ. 
Remember-----there's no better place to sell your BWI material than through your BCPSG auc
tion!

2. It is planned that our June '86 issue be named the "AMERIPEX Issue"---- a journal to
honor not only that upcoming international exhibit but also the 25th anniversary (in 1985) o f 
the BCPSG. We would like the June BCPJ to be a thick, meaty issue carrying at least orig 
inal article on every country in the British Caribbean area. Please send manuscripts to 
Mark as soon as possible, in order to give him sufficient time to put together this "extrava
ganza" issue.



To Take a Sledgehammer to Crack a Walnut by ROBERT V. SWARBRICK

iffieeiajtH*

- be recovi»red

Figure 1

I recent ly  purchased a Jamaica "Dead L e t t e r  Branch" cover (F igure  1). The wording on 
this item was so markedly d i fferent from that o f  an e a r l i e r ,  but s im i lar ,  "Dead Let
ter B r a n c h 1 cover (F igu re  2) that I a l r e a d y  possessed, t h a t  I decided to f i n d  out 
more about  it.

One n o t ice a b le  d i f fe re n c e ---- apart from the  wording of the in s t ru c t ion s---- are  the
d i f fe re n t  code numbers a t  the top— 530 and 531. The i n s t r u c t i o n s  themselves, howev
er, s t r u c k  me as most odd. The old s a y i n g  " to  take a sledgehammer to crack a walnut"  
was never  more true.

Figure 2
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I suspect that the 1-gd. stamp on the Figure 1 cover was added to make i t  more i n t e r 
esting, although at the time o f  purchase I received a p lausib le  reason for the p r e s 
ence of the stamp in that the o r i g i n a l  stamp was removed from the l e t t e r  and th i s  was 
the amount c la imed,  ( I n c id e n t a l l y ,  the word PAID, shown beneath the l ine  "Returned 
Letter" on F i gu re  2, i s  missing on Figure 1.)

After a v i s i t  to  the o f f i c i a l s  o f  the London Posta l  Museum (whom 1 thank for the i r  
interest and h e l p ) ,  I offer a p l a u s i b l e  solution to  fe l low  c o l l e c t o r s  for their con-  
s i deration.

It seems that in the Victorian e ra  i t  was quite common to send u n s o l i c i t e d  mail and 
"begging" l e t t e r s  to unsuspecting v ic t im s  without the le t ters  be ing prepaid. I f  the  
postage was pa id  by the rec ip ient then the mail go t  through at no charge to the se n d 
er. I f  it was refused there was s t i l l  no lo ss---- except to the Post O f f ice.  N a t u r a l 
ly, the a u t h o r i t i e s  did not take too k indly  to t h i s  lo ss  of revenue and the r e s u l t in g  
work of red irec t ion .

The Jamaican P o s ta l  Regulations were broadly based on the B r i t i s h  system, p a r t i c u l a r 
ly in the more minute deta i l.

Apparently the main cu lpr i t  was a Mr, Joseph Ady who, in the per iod from 1816 to 
1840, used t h i s  method to fu r ther  h i s  fortune by promoting l o t t e r i e s ,  etc. To combat 
th i s ,  an act ,  3rd and 4th V iet.  Cap 96, and 10th and 11th Viet. Cap 8 5 , under 1st  
Viet. Cap 36, was enacted.

The system was qu i te  simple: Take the opportunist to  court and c la im  the postage.
The sum was i n f i n i t e s im a l  but the costs  would make i t  quite u n p ro f i tab le ,  since p r e 
sumably the miscreant  would need to  be lega l ly  represented.

Simi lar promotional schemes have been attempted from time to time. I understand th a t  
a well known " d i g e s t "  tr ied a s i m i l a r  operation, which cost the B r i t i s h  Post O f f i c e  
many thousands o f  pounds in l o s t  revenue.

In writ ing t h i s ,  I hope that some person has acce s s  to a copy o f  the appropriate 
postal regu la t ion s  and can e i t h e r  confirm or re fu te  the solution o f fe red  for the most 
unusual wording found on No. 531* Poss ib ly  the appearance of another  copy of No. 531 
would be of h e lp .

Inc identa l ly ,  from material in my co l lec t ion  i t  would seem that t h i s  Mr. Corty was an 
agent for the Mutual L i fe  Assurance Society.

This and That...

Thanks to BEN RAMKISSOON for providing the following extract from the April 15th, 1985, 
Newsletter o f the Consulate General o f Trinidad and Tobago, 420 Lexington Avenue, New York, 
NY 10017:

Trinidad and Tobago Signs Air Services Treaty with St Lucia

Trinidad and Tobago and St. Lucia ended nine months of negotiations with the initialling 
(sic) of a new Bilateral Air Services Treaty in Castries last Friday. The new Treaty sets out 
the terms and conditions under which both parties will operate air services between Trinidad 
and Tobago and St. Lucia. The latter will be able to designate BWIA or any other airline 
owned by a CARICOM state as its national carrier.

***

TOM GIRALDI’ s inexhaustible flow o f postmark information, described on page 100 of the p re 
vious BCPJ, shows no signs of slowing down. He continues as follows:

a. A boxed "Airport P. O" registration handstamp is  struck in blue on a cover postmarked



26 July 1985 at Bridgetown, Barbados, and addressed to Pennsylvania (Figure 1). Tom points 
out that this mark, which he hadn't seen previously, is interesting in that the "P. O " incorpor
ates a period after "P. "  but no period after "O".

NAM E Q^>

C ITY  -S- . C o  'T .SJ t y  f- r
ST A T  E 2.1P

STU D EN T  NO:

IGS/CDS
a  d i v i s i o n  o f  NATIONAL EDUCATION CORPORATION

Attention: Consumer Accounts 
Education Service Renter 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 18515 Figure 1

i
Figure 2

Figure 3

*  VISIT GRENADA *  
*  for *

★  CARNIVAL 85
★  t 1; AUG. 12 -13  ,

b. Figure 2 is  a snap
shot of the recently-rebuilt 
Hell Post Office on Grand 
Cayman. Tom took the pic
ture during his v isit to the 
Caymans early in July. He 
reports that the office was 
opened on 18 M arch 1985.

c. Two new slogans 
(unofficial?) from  Grenada 
are pictured in Figures 3 
and 4. Unfortunately, the 
slogan in Figure 4 runs 
"off the cover"; it is im
possible to speculate what 
the complete strike looks 
like. What there is of it 
reads:

"THIS IS CARRIACO...
FOR REGATTA...
EARLY AUGUST... "

Who can tell us what the 
rest of the words are?

d. Montserrat has be
gun using a "m odernistic"



Figure 5

Figure 6

Figure 4

reg istratio n  label (F ig 
u re  5) of the same type 
used in the Cayman I s 
lands and pictured on 
page 91 of the Ju ly  1984 
Jo u rn al. The illu stra t
ed label was found on an 
envelope mailed at P ly 
mouth, Montserrat, on 
2 Ju ly  1985.

e . Finally, Tom r e 
p orts a strike of the 
Teakettle, Belize, Post 
O ffice (Figure 6), on a 
co v er mailed on 10  Ju ly
19 8 5 . Is this a new 
postal facility? If so , 
does any reader know 
the date of its opening ?

***

CARL TROY o ffe r s  explanations fo r  two of the B ritish  Honduras/Belize cancellations d e sc rib 
ed by Ian M atheson in the July 1984 B C P J . Carl sa y s :

"The 'C A N C ELLED ' handstamp is  a  fisca l cancel o f the 
type used by e ith er Government o r  la rg e  private u s e r s .
(Most fiscal ca n ce ls  of that era a re  either by pen or in d el
ible pencil.) I have seen many variatio n s of the 'can celled ' 
handstamp in b lue or purple ink, som e with straight l in e s , 
some with w avy lin es, etc. The ru bber stamps w ere u su 
ally privately m ade to order by lo c a l stationers.

"Concerning the 'SAN B ' postm ark, I've re c o n 
structed all but the lower right quadrant of this handstamp 
from various p artia l strikes (see actual size drawing a t 
right). This i s  a  fisca l cancellation of the 'Santiago C a s 
tillo Company' which was (and is) a  large  im port/export house in Belize  City. All of my e x 
amples appear in  purple on 3^ v a lu e s  of George VI is s u e s , which would have paid the stam p 
duty on receip ts in the 19 3 0 's - 19 4 0 's  era . "

***

At about the sam e time as HORST AUGUSTINOVIC submitted his a rtic le  "M ore on 'M issent 
to Bahamas' M a rk s" , published on page 1 1 7  of this is su e , RICHARD H EA P independently p ro 
vided data on the same subject. R ichard states that he found the "8 by 58 m m " mark (to which

Horst refers a s  F igu re  2, pictured on page 143), on a cov-
JlKSFNT Tfi BAHAMAS er P °sted in C heshire, England, on 12  August 1985 and ad-
( H v v D i l  I U  U ralrtn tfiO  dressed to Pem broke, Bermuda. A m ysterious facet o f

Richard's mark is  that it is  in bright blue, whereas H orst 
rem arks that a l l  examples he has seen  have been stru ck  in red ! (The m ark  provided by R ich 
ard is shown above; it appears identical to that

pictured on p age  143.)  . . . f rom Here and There



Updated Library Listing

The p u b l i c a t i o n s  l i s t e d  b e l o w  a re  a v a i l a b le  on
b o r ro w e r  is  expected to p a y  postage  both w ays.
are tax deductible).

GENERAL SUBJECTS

Air Mail Digest, British Commonwealth, Francis J. 
F ie ld ,  46 pp, 1953.

B r i t i sh  Turbo-Prop A irc ra ft ,  First Flight Check 
L i s t ,  N. C. Baldwin, 18 pp.

The Royal Mail Steam Packets to Bermuda and the 
Bahamas, Ludington and Osborn, 24 pp, 1971.

West Indian Civil Censorship Devices in World 
War I I ,  Roses Handbook No. 1, 82 pp, 1976.

West Indian Civil Censorship Devices in World 
War I I ,  Roses Handbook No. 2, 102 pp, 1977.

The E a r ly  Postal History o f  the Brit ish West In 
d ie s  and North America, H. C. Westley, 38 
PP, 1972.

Revenue Stamps of the B r i t i s h  Caribbean, 1855— 
1908, A. J. Forbin, 14 pp, 1968.

Paquebot and Ship Markings o f  the British Carib
bean Area, M. A. Studd, 8 pp, 1953-

U. S. Army Post Offices, World War I I  and Later, 
3rd Edition, Kevin P. Rogan and Tom McGrath, 
published by War Cover Club, 1973, 102 pp.

Air M a i l s  of the West Ind ie s,  Dr. John M. Lock- 
ie ,  23 pp.

Numeral Cancellations of the Br it ish  Empire, H.
H. Heins, 64 pp, I960.

Key-Type High Values of Bermuda, Leeward Islands,  
and Nyasaland, GEOSIX Study Paper #13, Eric  
Yendal, 19 PP. 1983.

The Hamburg-American Line -  Various articles on 
the operations of the Hamburg-American Line 
in the West Indies, Denwood N. Kelly et. al , 
43 pp.

The Unlucky Giant, DO-X, 1929 to 1933, John C. W. 
F ie ld ,  12 pp.

The Empire on Stamps, Patr ick  Hamilton, 223 pp, 
1941.

United Fruit Company Markings, Charles F. Schell,  
The Seaposter, Vol. 5, No. 3, May-June 1943,
7 PP.

United Fruit Company Markings, Gustav J. Lund,
The Seaposter, Vol. 19, No. 4, July-August 
1957, 4 pp.

Maps o f  the British West Indies (no date). In
cludes maps of Antigua, Bahamas, Barbados, 
Bermuda, Dominica, Grenada, Jamaica, Mont
se r ra t ,  Tobago, Trinidad, St. Lucia, St. V in 
cent, and Virgin Islands.

The Plantation Papers, 1814-1854 (Tear sheets 
from The Ph ila te l is t) , Colin Maycock.

St. Vincent to Florida (Letters  of Robert Par- 
r i e ) ,  1772, Walter Skr ine,  8 pp, 1965.

London International Stamp Exhibition Catalogue, 
Ju ly  9-16, I960, 176 pp.

B r it i sh  Empire Review, 1961-1968, Robson Lowe, 
L td . ,  outstanding items from past sales, 91 
PP, 1969.

The Forged Stamps of All Countries, J. Dorn, 240 
PP-

Album Weeds, Part I I I ,  Dominica through Iceland, 
Rev. R. B. Earee, 191 pp.

Album Weeds, Part IV, India through Luxembourg, 
Rev. R. B. Earee, 101 pp.

Phantom Philately, Fred J. M e lv i l le ,  204 pp,
1950.

SPECIFIC COUNTRIES

Bahamas

F ir s t  Flight Check L is t ,  N. C. Baldwin, 3 pp.
Postage Stamps and Postal History of the Baha

mas, H. G. D. Gisburn, 144 pp, 1950.

Lovett. The 
accepted (and

Temporary Rubber Datestamps and Cancellations,  
Gale J. Raymond, 11 pp, I960.

Bahamas Ear ly  Mail Services and Posta l Mark
ings, M orr is  H. Ludington, 210 pp, 1982.

The Bahama Islands: A History and Catalogue 
of the Handstamps and Cancellations, 1802- 
1967, Ludington and Raymond, 66 pp, 1968.

Barbados

First F l ig h t  Check L ist ,  N. C. Baldwin, 6 pp. 
The Post O ff ice  in Barbados; a B r ie f  H is t 

ory, Herbert Bayley, 73 pp, 1933.
Postal Markings of Barbados, B a s i l  B. Benwel 1 

and Leonard E. Britnor, 29 pp, 1961.
A Study o f  the King George VI Posta l Issues, 

GEOSIX Newsletter, Study Paper # 12, F. R. 
Saunders, 1981 , 92 pp.

Postal Censorship in Barbados During World 
Wars I and I I ,  Anthony Shepherd, 32 pp,
1984.

A Few Notes on the Watermarked Issues  (from 
The London Ph i la te l is t ), Charles A. Steph- 
enson, 15  pp, 1922.

Belize

The Postal History of Belize, E r ic  W. King,
100 pp ,  1 9 8 1 .

Bermuda

Samuel Cunard and the Nova Scotia Government 
Vessels Earl Bathurst and Chebucto (reprint 
from The Mariners' Mirror), J. C. Arnel 1,
12 pp, 1969.

Boer War Prisoners' Mail, 1901-1902, and The 
Malogan Family of Orange Grove, Bermuda 
H istorica l Quarterly Volume 29, #  4, Winter 
1972, 36 pp.

Picturesque Bermuda Handbook, 1936, John J. 
Bushel 1 , 25 pp.

The Postal History and Stamps of Bermuda, M.
H. Ludington, 432 pp, 1978.

Bermuda Ship Types, M. H. Ludington, 35 PP, 
1955.

British Guiana

Postal Registration  in British Guiana, Roses 
Handbook No. 4, M. R. Rego, 41 pp, 1981. 

Postage Stamps and Postal History o f  B r it ish  
Guiana, W. A. Townsend and F. G. Howe, 424 
PP, 1970.

British Honduras

Local Surcharges of January 1888, W. Doming 
Beckton, 21 pp.

British Honduras 1891-1932 (extracts from 
The Stamp Lover), Harry E. Huber, 34 pp, 
1925-1932-

The Postage Stamps of British Honduras, B.
W. H. Poole, 39 pp-

Cayman Is lands

Postal H is to ry ,  Postage Stamps, and Post
marks, E. F. Aguilar and P. T. Saunders,
110 pp, 1 962 .

The Postage Stamps of the Cayman Is lands,  F.
J. M e lv i l le ,  Booklet # 33, 22 pp, 1920.

Dorn i n i ca

Dominica, edited by Fred J. M e lv i l le ,  26 pp.

l o a n  to BCPSG members f r o m  L i b r a r i a n  Robert P. 
D o n a t io n s  to the BCPSG L i b r a r y  a re  g r a t e f u l l y
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Grenada

Postal History and Postage Stamps o f  Grenada, 
Alfred Charlton, 51 pp, 1955*

Jamaica

Philatelic Handbook of Jamaica, E. F. Aguilar,  
109 pp, 1949.

Philatelic Handbook of Jamaica, E. F. Aguilar,  
129 PP, 1959.

Fiscal Stamps o f  Jamaica, Byron R. Cameron,
9 pp, 1961.

World Postal Stationery Catalogue, Section 10, 
Jamaica to Kuwait, Edward G. Fladung et. a t ,
86 pp, 1968.

"Birmingham" Postmarks of Jamaica, Thomas Fos
ter.

Highway T rave l l in g  Post Offices in Jamaica, 
Thomas Foster, 20 pp.

Postal History o f  U. S. Bases in Jamaica Dur
ing the 1939-45 War, Volume I,  Thomas Fos
ter, 11 pp.

Postal History o f  U. S. Bases in Jamaica Dur
ing the 1939-45 War, Volume I I ,  Thomas Fos
ter, 4 pp, 1970.

The "Squared C irc le "  Postmarks of Jamaica,
Thomas Foster, 10 pp, 1071.

Jamaica Post O ff ice  Guide, 1958, 207 pp.
Jamaica: A Review of the Nation's Postal H is

tory and Postage, Alfred N. Johnson, 62 pp, 
1964.

Jamaica Free Franks, Alfred N. Johnson, 6 pp,
1961.

"Squared C i r c le "  Postmarks of Jamaica, R. H.
Lant and R. Topaz, 12 pp.

Jamaica, Fred J. Melville, 89 pp, 1910.
Jamaica Post Towns, 1840-1875, Rev. C. S. Mor

ton, 24 pp.
Jamaica, I t s  Postal History and Postage Stamps, 

L. C. C. Nicholson, et. al, 248 pp, 1928.
The "Birmingham" Type Cancels of Jamaica, C. L. 

von Pohle, 6 pp, 1961.
Military Mail o f  Jamaica, Roses Caribbean P h i l 

atelic Handbook # 5 , A. P. D. S u t c l i f f e ,  148
pp, 1982.

Jamaica Obi i te ra to r  Listing (includes relative  
scarcity ra t in g ) ,  Robert Topaz, 12 pp, 1967.

Photographs o f  Early Jamaica Stampless Covers, 
circa. 1 7 1 0 - 1 7 1 2 ; 29 different p r in ts .

Jamaica P h i l a te l i s t ,  Volume I I I ,  No. 14, 53 pp, 
1940.

Leeward Is lands

Postage Stamps o f  the Leeward Is land s ,  A. E. 
Hopkins, 27 pp, 1949.

Nevis

Nevis, Fred J. M e lv il le ,  60 pp, 1910.

St. Vincent

Postal Information from St. Vincent Handbook,
16 pp, 1944.

St. Vincent, 1861-1881 (printed in Japanese), 
Minoru Ish iha ra ,  48 pp, 1976.

Trinidad

Philatelic H is to ry  of Trinidad to 1862, John 
B. Marriott,  65 pp, 1963.

Trinidad P h i l a t e l i c  Review, 1948 and 1951 I s 
sues.

Trinidad and Tobago, First Flight Check L ist ,
N. C. Baldwin, 11 pp.

Trinidad and Tobago Postal Meter Stamps, R. G. 
Wike, 50 pp, 1979.

Turks and Caicos Islands

Turks Is lands  and Caicos Islands to 1950, Ros
es Handbook # 6, John J. Challis,  118 pp
1983.

Bermuda Historical Quarterly, Vol. 31, #  4, 
Winter, 1974. Turks and Caicos Islands, 32 
PP. 1974.

V ir g in  Islands

V i r g in  Islands, R. C. R. Dalwick, 15 pp.
V irg in  Islands, Fred J. Melville, 68 pp, 1928 .
Early History of the B r it i sh  Virgin Is lands,  

from Columbus to Emancipation, Vernon W. 
Pickering, 248 pp, 1983.

B r i t i sh  Virgin Islands Copybook, Gale J. Ray
mond, et. a l , 32 pp, 1966.

JOURNALS AND BULLETINS

B r i t i sh  West Indies P h i la te l i s t ,  edited by E.
F. Aguilar, Vol. 1, No. 1 (Sept. 1949) 
through Voi. 9, No. 4 (June 1958).

West Indies Stamps, E. F. Aguilar, Vol. 1, No.
1 through Vol. I l l ,  No. 1.

B r i t i sh  Caribbean P h i la te l ic  Journal (com
plete) .

B r i t i sh  West Indies Study Circle Bulletin, a l 
most complete.

War Cover Club B u l le t in ,  June 1970 to date, 
incomplete. Index: 1973-1978.

Trinidad Philatelic Society Bulletin, I960 to  
1978, Nos. 1 to 112. Index: i 960 to 1964, 
Nos. 1 to 30.

Commonwealth Philately Journal, 1983-1984,
Vol. 3, No. 2 to Vol. 4, No. 4.

Gibbons Monthly Journal, 16 issues between 
December 29, 1890, and December 1893*

S t.  Lucia Ph ila te lis t ,  4 issues: 1948, 1949, 
1950, and 1952.

Western Stamp Collector, B r it ish  Caribbean 
issue (articles by BCPSG members), 17 pp, 
1969-

BACKGROUND AND HISTORY

Antigua 1955 and 1956 Biennial Report (back
ground material on the island), 59 pp.

Extracts from "Modern and Authentic System o f  
Universal Geography", by G. Alexander Cooke 
Esq., ca. 1802, West Indies, provided by 
Byron R. Cameron, 22 pp.

History Around the Fal (Post Office service 
from Falmouth), published by the Fal H i s t 
ory Group, 80 pp, 1980.

The Dominica Story: A History of the Is land,  
Lennox Honeychurch, 112 pp, 1975.

Economic and Po l it ica l  Change in the Leeward 
and Windward Is lands, Carleen 0'Loughl in,
260 pp, 1968.

Packet Captains of Flushing, Cornwall, 1689- 
1815, M. E. Ph ilbrick, 40 pp, 1982.

The Falkland Islands; Background and H istory,  
Ian J. Strange, 256 pp, 1972.

SALE CATALOGUES

B r it i sh  Empire: Robson Lowe, Ltd., sale o f  
29 May 1963, with prices.

B r it i sh  Guiana: W. A. Townsend Collection,
H. R. Harmer, Ltd., sa le  of 20 October 
1969, with prices.

B r it i sh  Guiana and Great Britain: Dale- 
Lichtenstein Collection, H. R. Harmer,
Ltd., sale, 1969.

B r i t i sh  North America: Burrus Collection, 
Robson Lowe, Ltd., sa le  of 2 April 1963, 
with photo plates.

B r it i sh  West Indies: Fred Rich sale of 9,
10, and 11 May 1963- I l lu s t ra t io n s  in sep 
arate pamphlet.

B r it i sh  West Indies: Ralph A. Hart Co l lect
ion, R. Maresch and Son sale of 15 and 16 
February 1978, with prices.

B r it i sh  West Indies: Robson Lowe, Ltd., 
sale o f  10 December 1968.



Br it ish  West Indies and Bermuda: Lawrence Kim
ball Collection, H. R. Harmer, Ltd., sale of 26 
and 27 March 1962.

Br it ish  West Indies: T. Charlton Henry Collect
ion, Harmer Rooke sale o f  4-7 April 1961, with 
pr ices,  and sale of 12-15 December 1961, with
out prices.

Br it ish  West Indies and B r i t i s h  North America:
H. R. Harmer sale of 8 and 9 April 1963, Cape 
Tr i angu la r s .

Grenada: Harmer Rooke sa le  o f  25 April 1963, 
with prices.

Jamaica: Jamaica Postal H isto ry ,  J. N. Sissons 
sa le  o f  14 December 1982, with prices.

Jamaica: R. H. Urwick Collection, Robson Lowe, 
Ltd., sa le  o f  29 May 1957, with pr ices.

Jamaica and the Br it ish  Commonwealth: G. W. Col
lett Co l lection ,  H. R. Harmer, L td . ,  sale of 
15-17 March 1965.

St. Vincent: H. R. Harmer, Ltd., s a le  o f  23 Nov
ember 1964, with prices.

St. Vincent: Robson Lowe, Ltd., sa le  o f  20 April 
1955.

World Wide: Ph i la te l ic  Library o f  Ear l McCrack
en, Sylvester Colby sale of 5 October 1963 •

A recently-acquired addition to the above l i s t  is  The Die Proofs of Waterlow and Sons, Part I ,  Great Britain  
and the Empire to I960, by Robson Lowe and Colin Fraser, published by Christies/Robson Lowe, London, 1985- 
We thank the C/RL organization for their kindness in donating this invaluable reference work to our library.

SE C R E T A R Y 'S  REPORT (Continued from page 129)

NEW A PPLICA N TS (Continued)

W ILLIAM S, Howard G riffith , 94 Quantrock Road, W eston-Super-M are, Avon, B S 2 3  4DW, 
England.

H. M . Inspector of Schools. Specializes in  Jam aica. By M alcolm  D. Watts. 

APPLICATIO N WITHDRAWN:

WHARTON, W. Ralph, Route 5, Box 89, Houston, MO 65483.

ADDRESS CHANGES/CORRECTIONS:

BU R K E, Patrick W. C . , Claremont, D octors Commons Road, Berkhamsted, B e r k s . ,
HP4 3D R , England.

Y A R R Y , Dr. Irwin M ., 32/23 90 St., Jack so n  Heights, NY 1 13 6 9 .

W ALKER, W. Danforth, 4401 Lee Highway, Apt. 29, Arlington, VA 22207.

BA LTU LIS, Richard F . , P. O. Box 46, Savannah P. O. (Pedro), Grand Cayman, Cayman 
Islands, West Indies.

CO RN ELL, William G . , 233 Centerbury Court, Cincinnati, OH 45246.

JE H L E , A. E . ("B U Z Z "), 3 1 Park Place, Darien, CT 0682 0.

LO V ETT, Robert P . , 1 7 7  Woodhill Road, Newtown, PA 18940.

HARWOOD, Jack, P. O. Box 1 3 1 1 ,  Sarasota , F L  3 3 5 7 8 - 13 11 .

B A R T L E T T , Graham C . , 43 Gledhow Wood Grove, Gledhow, Leed s, LS8 1NZ, England.

Congratulations to new ly-elected BCPSG T ru stees Dan W ALKER, Harold GOSNEY, and An
thony SHEPHERD, who w ill  serve in that capacity  through 1989 . They replace outgoing T ru s
tees G e o ff RITCHIE, B i l l  BOGG, and Chuck CWIAKALA.

CHANGE IN COLLECTING INTERESTS: B Y L E N , Peter, BWI G eneral, specializes in  B r it
ish Honduras/Belize.

M EM BERSHIP LIST: It i s  anticipated that a  new BCPSG M em bership L ist  will be included in 
an e arly -19 8 6  B C P J, ju s t  a s  soon as Editor M ark has the opportunity to crank a ll  the mem
bers' nam es into his com puter!



Belize SG 4 48  Revisited by A. E. Jehle

Past a r t i c l e s  have r e f e r r e d  t o  the  v a r io u s  p r in t in g s  o f  the  5 cent on 
15 cent B u t t e r f l y  p r o v i s i o n a l  i s sue  o f  2 December 1976, SG 448 ( s e e  
V o l . 24, No.  4 BCPJ o f  BCPSG). Scott l i s t s  t h i s  stamp as number 386 
but Scott i s  u t t e r l y  w o r t h le s s  when i t  comes t o  v a r i e t i e s .  The b a s i c  
stamp is  SG 426 Nessaea Aglaura  issued 20 October 1975 and p r in te d  
by Harrison and Sons, w ith  the  o v e r p r i n t i n g  done by t h e  l o c a l  B e l i z e  
government p r i n t e r y .  C u r r e n t ly  Stanley 
Gibbons l i s t s  the common v a r i e t y  with 5 
cents to  t h e  r ig h t  -  under the Y o f  
Doubleday -  a s  SG 448. A l s o  l i s t e d  i s  
the 5 c e n t s  t o  the l e f t  -  under the D 
o f  Doubleday -  with double o b lo n g  block 
as SG 448Ea. To get the f u l l  s t o r y  on 
th is  i n t e r e s t i n g  is su e ,  I w rote  to  the 
current Postm aster  General o f  B e l iz e ,
Mr. E. E. Godfrey .  He was extremely 
helpfu l  as  a lw ays ,  but he was not the 
Postmaster G enera l  when t h i s  i s s u e  was 
overpr in ted .  However, he c o n t a c t e d  Mr.
C. B. Hyde, Postmaster G en era l  at the 
time, who was ab le  to  shed  some l ig h t  
on these p r o v i s i o n a l s .

SG448

As well a s  the two c u r r e n t l y  l i s t e d  v a r i e t i e s ,  t h e r e  was a t h i r d  
variety  w ith  the. 5 cents under  the D, but  w ith  a s i n g l e  oblong b l o c k .  
This along with the d o u b l e  b lock  v a r i e t y  were t r i a l  p r in t i n g s  
re jected  i n  fa v o r  o f  the 5 c e n t s  to  r i g h t  v a r i e t y .  S i n c e  there was a 
real  s h o r ta g e  o f  5 cents  stamps for  b o th  in land  p o s t a g e  and revenue 
needs, the  t r i a l  p r i n t i n g s  were p l a c e d  on sale  a l o n g  with th e  
approved v e r s i o n  rather than  waste them. I have been unable  to f i n d  
out how many o f  the t r i a l s  were p r in t e d ,  but i t  was p ro b a b ly  on ly  a 
couple o f  s h e e t s .  I know o f  two mint c o p i e s  o f  the 5 c e n t s  to l e f t  
s ingle  b l o c k  v a r i e t y ,  ( u n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e y  are  not in  my c o l l e c t i o n )  
and sev era l  used cop ies  postmarked B e l i z e  and Benque V i e j o .

SG448Ea SG448Eab

Based on t h e  a v a i la b le  i n f o r m a t io n ,  Mr. D. J .  A ggersberg ,  Catalogue 
Editor ,  S t a n l e y  Gibbons P u b l i c a t i o n s  L im it e d ,  has d e c id e d  t o  l i s t  th e  
5 cents t o  l e f t  s in g le  b l o c k  va r ie ty  a s  SG 448Ea and renumber th e  
double b l o c k  v a r i e t y  as SG 448Eab. H o p e f u l l y ,  th is  w i l l  be r e f l e c t e d  
in the 1986 e d i t i o n  o f  S ta n le y  Gibbons Elizabethan Cata logue .  The 
s to ry  might  have ended h e r e  except th a t  former postm aster  General 
Hyde sa id  he remembered “a t  l e a s t  3 t r i a l s " ,  but were t h e r e  more? Has 
anyone s e e n  a 5 cents t o  r i g h t  with d o u b le  oblong b l o c k ?  What about



140
i n v e r t e d  w a t e r m a r k s  o r  d o u b le  o v e r p r i n t s  o f  t h e  5 c e n t s  o r  d o u b l e  
p r i n t i n g s  on t h e  b a s i c  s tamp? Can anyone h e l p ,  o r  has t h e  s t o r y  
e n d e d ?

Don t  despair  how ever ,  as in 1983 during the changeover  in s u p p l i e r s ,  
th e r e  were more p r o v i s i o n a l s  and a t  l e a s t  one t r i a l !  Again t h e s e  were 
to meet r e a l  p o s t a l  and revenue ne e d s ,  but t h a t  a r t i c l e  w i l l  have to  
wait f o r  another r a i n y  day.

B.V. I. “Q”s - Quests, Queries, and Quotes
by J. L. FREDRICK

SPECIMEN MULTIPLES OF 1887-89 BVI ISSUE

A c c o rd in g  to Samuel ("Specimen Stamps o f  the Crown C o l o n i e s ,  1857-1948"),  th e  f i r s t  
B r i t i s h  V i r g i n  Is la n d s  stamps o v e r p r i n t e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  UPU d i s t r i b u t i o n  were the 
1887-89 values of  1 d . ,  4d. , 6d . ,  and 1 s .  He fu r th e r  s t a t e s  t h a t ,  during t h i s  p e r 
iod ,  a t o t a l  of  345 specimens were r e q u i r e d  and were n o rm a l l y  supplied in  s t r i p s  o f  
t h r e e .  ( I t  was not u n t i l  J u l y  1, 1892, th a t  s t r i p s  o f  f i v e  became the " n o r m " . )  I t  
was u n s p e c i f i e d  as t o  whether these s t r i p s  were h o r i z o n t a l  (H) , v e r t i c a l  ( V )  , o r  
b o t h .

S ub s e que nt ly ,  I have completed a s u r v e y  from my p r e v i o u s l y - d e s c r ib e d  i n v e n t o r y  f i l e  
(December 1984 BCPJ) , as we l l  as from my own c o l l e c t i o n ,  w i th  the f o l l o w i n g  r e s u l t s :

From t h e  present f i n d i n g s ,  i t  is o b v io u s  that  s t r ip s  e x i s t  in both h o r i z o n t a l  and 
v e r t i c a l  formats,  a l th o u g h  m u lt ip le s  o f  the 6d. value ha ve  not been reco rd ed  to 
date.

Can anyone report  the  e x i s t e n c e  of  o t h e r  s t r i p s  to augment the present d a ta?  

COMPLETE BVI PANES AND/OR SHEETS SURVEY

A g a in ,  from a survey o f  my present i n v e n t o r y  f i l e  and c o l l e c t i o n ,  I have been able 
to assemble data on complete panes a n d / o r  sheets of  BVI stamps issued from 1866 to 
1930. The re s u l ts  a r e  presented in t h e  fo l lo w in g  t a b u l a t i o n :



S c .  N o . SG No. Pane P i t .  No . S h e e t P i t .  No

1 1 — — X ( 2 5 ) —
1 v a r . 2 — — X ( 2 5 ) —
2, 2a 7 ,  7a — — X ( 2 5 ) —
2b 3 — — X ( 2 5 ) —
3 8 — — X( 1 2 ) —
4 9 — — X ( 1 2 ) —
4a 12 — — X ( 2 0 - 2 ) —
5 16 — — X ( 2 5 ) —
5 v a r . 17 — — X ( 2 5 ) —
5a 15 — — X (253 —
6 10 — — X ( 2 0 - 2 , r ) —
6a 13 — — X ( 2 0 - l ) —
7b, 7b v a r .  ( T ) 14a , 14b — — X ( 2 0 - l ) —

8, 8 v a r . 19 ,  19a — — X ( 2 0 ) —

8a, 8a v a r . 18 , 18a — — X ( 2 0 ) —

9 22b — — X ( 2 4 ) —
9 v a r . 22 — — X ( 2 4 ) —
13 27 X ( 6 0 ) ( R ) 2
15 31 X ( 6 0 ) ( L  8. R) 1 .  2
16 35 — — X ( 2 4 ) —
16 v a r . 36 — — X ( 2 4 ) —
16a 37 — — X ( 2 4 ) —
17 38 — — X ( 2 4 ) —
17 v a r . 39 — — X ( 2 4 ) —
18, 18 v a r . 4 2 ,  4 2 c — — X ( 2 0 ) —
19 32 — — X ( 2 4 ) —
19 v a r . 33 — — X ( 2 4 ) —
19 v a r . 34 — — X ( 2 4 ) —
20 41 — — X ( 2 4 ) —
20a 40 — — X (24 ') —
21 43 X ( 6 0 ) ( R ) 1
24 46 X ( 6 0 ) ( R ) 1
29 54 X ( 6 0 ) ( L  & R) 1
30 55 X ( 6 0 ) 1
38 63 X ( 6 0 ) X ( 1 2 0 ) 8
39 68 X ( 6 0 ) X ( 1 2 0 ) 6
40 70 X ( 6 0 ) X ( 1 2 0 ) 1
41 72 X ( 6 0 ) X ( 1 2 0 ) 1
42 73 X ( 6 0 )
43 74 X ( 6 0 )
44 75 X ( 6 0 )
50 83 X ( 1 2 0 ) 1
55 88 X ( 6 0 )
56 90 X ( 6 0 )
MR1 v a r . 78b X ( 6 0 ) 5
MR2 79 X ( 6 0 )

—  s n o t  a p p l i c a b l e  X j k n o w n  Lt l e f t  p a n e  Rj r i g h t  pane
rs r e c o n s t r u c t e d s h e e t  T i t o n e d  p a p e r

The l i s t i n g  i s  arranged by 1986 S c o t t  Catalogue numbers, which have  been c o r r e l a t e d  
wi th  1986 S t a n l e y  Gibbons Commonwealth Catalogue numbers. O b v i o u s l y ,  many " p o s s i b l e "  
catalogue number combinations a r e  not included,  s i n c e  I have found no record o f  them 
to date. In  o t h e r  ins tances ,  where d e s c r ip t io n s  were unclear o r  incomplete, e . g . ,  
paper " c o l o r " ,  such items have been omitted s i n c e  s p e c i f i c  c a ta lo g u e  numbers c o u ld  
not be a s c e r t a i n e d .

By d e f i n i t i o n  h e r e i n ,  a " s h e e t "  i s  in the overa l  1 undiv ided format in which the 
stamps were p r i n t e d ,  while a " p a n e "  i s ,  in g e n e r a l ,  a component p a r t  o f  a sheet c o n 
s i s t i n g  o f  two o r  more panes. When a pane/sheet has been c i t e d ,  t h e  t o t a l  number o f  
stamps in t h e  pane/sheet has been in d ica ted ,  a lo n g  w i t h ,  as a p p l i c a b l e ,  the pane



p o s i t i o n  in the s h e e t ,  i . e „ ,  l e f t  or  r i g h t ,  when known. P la te  numbers, a l s o ,  have 
been shown where such data were a v a i l a b l e .

Due t o  the s c a r c i t y  o f  c e r t a i n  items, e . g . ,  sheets o f  S c o t t  Nos. 4a and 6 a ,  p a r t i a l  
sheets have been in c lu d e d  and the " re d u c e d "  sheet s i z e s  a re  ind icated .  S i m i l a r l y ,  
Scott  No. 6 , o f  which th e  o n ly  reported example is a r e c o n s t r u c t e d  p a r t i a l  s h e e t ,  
has been included.

Th is  s u r v e y ,  I know, i s  fa r  from com ple te ,  but does r e p r e s e n t  a " b e g in n in g " .  I f  you
have any information t o  supplement th e  present t a b u l a t i o n -------from items in y o u r  own
c o l l e c t i o n s ,  or  from a u c t i o n  ca ta lo gu e s ,  p r i c e  l i s t s ,  o r  a d s ------ 1 would a p p r e c i a t e
he ar in g  from you. A l l  responses w i l l  be acknowledged!

MICHAEL SHEPPARD
M ichael Sheppard, who fo r  twelve years edited the Bulletin o f the BCPSG 's s ister so ciety , the 
B ritish  West Indies Study C ircle , passed aw ay in his sleep on Ju ly  24th, 1985. M ik e ’ s death 
was a lm o st as devastating a blow the BC PSG  as it was to the BW ISC, for he was an enthusias
tic supporter of our group and over the y e a r s  had contributed numerous articles to the B C P J . 
A sh o rt profile of Mike and his many accomplishments appeared in the July 1984 is s u e  of the 
Jou rn al.

The w o rd s that follow, prepared by BWISC President Victor Toeg and reprinted fro m  the Sep
tember 1985 BWISC B u lletin , adequately e x p re ss  the feeling o f sorrow  and loss experienced 
by m em bers of both gro u p s, particularly th ose— including m y se lf— who were fortunate 
enough to have known M ike personally.

GEORGE

The sudden and unexpected death of M ich ae l  Sheppard at  h i s  home on 24th J u l y ,  1985, 
w i l l  come as a great shock to many o f  t h e  Study C i r c l e ' s  members who knew him ve ry  
wel l indeed as the Hon.  E d i t o r  o f  the B u l l e t i n  u n t i l  o n l y  a few months a go .

Mike, who was t ra ined  as an eng ineer ,  j o i n e d  the Royal E l e c t r i c a l  & Mechanical  E n g i 
neers in  the 1939-45 War and served in 1940-42 in North A f r i c a  where he was captured 
at T o b r u k  and became a p r i s o n e r  of war in I t a l y .  However,  he escaped from t h e  I t a l 
ians b u t  through bad l u c k  was recaptured by the Germans b e fo re  being able t o  reach 
A l l i e d  l i n e s  and sent t o  Poland where a t  one time he was in a pr i soner o f  w a r  camp 
near t o  the notor ious  Auschwitz  c o n c e n t ra t io n  camp.

From 1952 u n t i l  h is  re t i r e m e n t  last y e a r  Mike was employed by the firm o f  L o u i s  New- 
mark where  f o r  a number o f  years he was concerned with f l i g h t p a t h  control  systems 
and m ic ro p ro ce s s or  based systems p r o v i d i n g  a u t o - p i l o t  and f l i g h t  detector  in fo rm a 
t io n  f o r  h e l i c o p t e r s .  Some years b e f o r e  he r e t i re d  he had the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  
t r a i n i n g  apprent ices t o  work on a new computer control  p r e c i s i o n  machine.

Mike a l s o  had a number o f  o uts ide  i n t e r e s t s .  He was a v e r y  keen model r a i l w a y  en
t h u s i a s t ,  a great  ram ble r  and walker and he was p a r t i c u l a r l y  fond of g a r d e n in g .
There w as ,  o f  course ,  a l s o  h is  intense in t e r e s t  in p h i l a t e l y  o v e r  many y e a r s  dur ing  
which he formed a f i n e  c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h e  postal  h i s t o r y  and stamps of Barbados which 
was s o l d  in auct ion in  1984. As fa r  as the Study C i r c l e  was concerned Mike gave a 
very g r e a t  deal o f  t im e  in fu r t h e r in g  i t s  causes.

He f i r s t  became Hon. E d i t o r  o f  the B u l l e t i n  wi th  the p r o d u c t i o n  o f  the Ju n e  1973 
B u l l e t i n  and cont inued f o r  twelve y e a r s  r e t i r i n g  a f t e r  e d i t i n g  the March 19 8 5  issue .  
During t h i s  period th e  h igh  standard o f  the B u l le t in  was c o n s i s t e n t l y  m ain ta in ed  
which w i t h o u t  doubt c o n t r i b u t e d  to the s teady  r i s e  in t h e  Study C i r c l e ' s  membership.



143In addition he was par t  o f  a v e r y  s u c c e s s fu l  team w i t h  Simon G o l d b l a t t  in running 
the auctions o f  t h e  Study C i r c l e  f rom t h e i r  in c e p t io n  and he expressed  a wish to 
continue doing t h i s  a f t e r  ceasing t o  be Hon. E d i t o r .  The members showed Michael 
the i r  appreciat ion o f  h i s  s e rv i c e s  by making him an Hon. L i f e  Member and a member o f  
the Committee a t  the la s t  Annual Genera l  Meeting and he chose in due course  an e x e c 
utive br iefcase as a g i f t  from th e  Study C i r c l e .

Mike ret ired from work in August 1984 and looked f o r w a r d  to  a happy and long r e t i r e 
ment during which he had planned t o  do many th ings  w h ich  he had not  p r e v i o u s l y  had 
time fo r :  very  s a d l y  t h i s  was not  t o  be. We in th e  Study C i r c l e  w i l l  miss him, h i s  
f r iendl iness and good nature which enabled him to g e t  to know p e r s o n a l l y  so many o f  
our members.

Mike leaves h is  widow Peggy, h is  son C h r is to p h e r ,  h i s  daughter J i l l  and f o u r  grand
children to whom we extend our d e ep e s t  sympathy in t h e i r  great  and t r a g i c  loss.

E. V i c t o r  Toeg

MORE ON "M ISSENT TO BAHAMAS" MARKS (Continued from  page 1 1 7 )

therefore, that at le a s t  two handstamps are in use, one 
having been distorted by the ink being used.

While on the "M ISSEN T TO BAHAMAS" subject, I would 
lik e  to report a ra th e r  interesting co v er (Figure 3).
When visiting our Berm uda Postm aster General, I could 
not help but notice a  colorful cover in h is wastebasket.

On retrieval (with the PMG's p erm ission , of course!), it  turned out to be a registered cover 
sent by the G eneral Post Office of B e liz e  to the P ostm aster General of Berm uda. There w as 
evidently some confusion as to B erm u d a 's location, and the cover was addressed  to "Berm uda,
Bahamas, W.I. " ! ,  prompting three "M ISSENT TO BAHAMAS" marks----and a nice addition
to my collection!

HSSEHTTO BMUHS
Figure 2

AIR MAIL I ON POSTAL SERVICE

^llS -gE N T  TO HATTAMA9

Postmaster G eneral 
3ermucla,i
W .I .

MIS-s e n t  to Ba h a m a s R N? 174913

M IS-SENT t o  B A H AM AS
Figure 3
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