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The Cancellations of Belize, 1841-1973

by Edward F. Addiss

The first post office in British Honduras is believed to
have been opened in the town of Belize in 1830. A
straight-line ‘Betize’ mark has been reported for the
early 1800s, but no example has been confirmed to date.
This report may be the result of mistaken identity, as
there exists a mark inscribed ‘bauze’, used in 1807-09 in
a town of that name located in the delta of the
Mississippi (see BCPJ, June 1991, p. 53).

Natural disasters, especially hurricanes and fires,
have played a part in the history of Belize and its postal
operations.

On Sunday, 30 May 1909, fire destroyed many buil-
dings in Belize, including the General Post Office. The
cancelling devices were lost A mark used on the North-
ern Route — inscribed ‘beuze / new river service’
(type SC-3b; see The “Town ”Cancels ofBritish Honduras,
1880-1973) was pressed into use until new datestamps
were supplied (types BSC-9 and BSC-10).

On 17 August 1918, another disastrous fire swept
through Belize, razing many buildings — including, once
again, the G.P.O. Types BTSL-1 and BTDC-1 were used
as “temporary” replacements — the latter well into 1919.

The hurricane of 1931 created much havoc through-
out the colony, but the G.P.O. was spared this time.

Hurricane “Hattie” devastated a number of towns
in the coastal area on 31 October 1961. While the Belize
post office building was not destroyed, postal activities
were interrupted for several days as a result of flooding.
The office was opened for a short time on 4 November
to handle first-class mail and airmail only. A cover with
a manuscript cancel ‘R’ in purple (Figure 1) has been
recorded. The letter bears a pencil notation on the
reverse, reading ‘Mailed at beuze, Br. Honduras on Sat.
4 Nov. 1961, first mail after Hurricane Hattie hit’. The
G.P.O. reopened for business on 10 November, using the
current datestamps.

One occasionally comes across King George V
stamps with a mute or cork cancel (Figure 2). These
devices were reportedly used on British Naval ships so as
to avoid disclosing their exact whereabouts.

Belize was renamed Belize City on 2 June 1964, in
anticipation of the forthcoming change in the colony’s
name from British Honduras to Belize, which occurred in
June 1973.
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The type abbreviations used in this article are as fol-

lows:

B Belize

PD Paid

) Obliterator

SL Ship letter

BSC Belize, single-circle mark

BDC Belize, double-circle mark

BTSL Belize, temporary straight-line mark
BTDC Belize, temporary double-circle mark.

The handstamps are in black ink unless specified
otherwise.

Additional data were by supplied Gale Raymond. |
also owe a special debt of gratitude to lan Matheson,
who provided much new material and information. My
heartfelt thanks to both of them.

Figure 1

vV 3.5.LM

13

Dr, W, ThomRson Bobo

A \Y/ ichigan

o - T v =w*  jCg&SIS

Figure 2
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Listing

Notes: Types 0-4, 0-5, 0-6 and 0-8, which were not
used at Belize City, are described in The “Town Cancels
ofBelize, 1880-1973. The illustrations for types SL-1 and
BTSL-1 are reproduced thanks to the courtesy of lan
Matheson. The illustrations for types B-l, B-2, BDC-3,
BDC-4, BSC-6, BSC-7, BSC-9, BSC-10, 0-1, 0-2, 0-7,
0-9, PD-1, and PD-2 are London proof strikes.

B-I

A double-arc mark with the word ‘BELIZE’ in seriffed
capitals, 4 mm high; the date is in two lines, with the year
in full in seriffed capitals. The handstamp was sent out
from London on 13 November 1841. It was applied in
red ink during the first years of use (although this was
not meant to denote prepayment) and then in black.

Diameter: ¢. 30 mm
Red:

ERD = 12 Nov 1842 LRD 20 Nov 1845

ERD = 22 Jun 1846 LRD = - Sep 1856

PD-1

A double-circle mark, broken at the top by a crown; the
words are in seriffed capitals; ‘paida’ and ‘BELIZE’ are 3.5
mm high; ‘aT, 3 mm high. Sent out from London on 13
November 1841. Recorded only in red.

Diameter: c. 22 mm
ERD = 20 Nov 1845 LRD = 17 May 1860

B-2

A double-arc mark with the letters and numerals in plain
capitals. Sent from London on 8 June 1857. Recorded
in black.

Diameter: c. 28 mm
ERD = 17 Sep 1857 LRD = 10 Aug 1861

0-1

The first of two obliterator-type marks intended to be
used initially on the stamps of Great Britain at various
colonies in the West Indies from 1858 to 1860. Type
0-1, sent to Belize on 14 April 1858, was used there until
at least 1874. Sometime around 1890, it was sent to
Orange Walk (New River), where it was used until 1905.

Dimensions: c¢. 22 x 17.5 mm; ‘A06’ is 5.5 mm high.

Use at Belize:

ERD = 15 Oct 1858 LRD = 16 Dec 1874

((AG6) ((AO6))

0-2

Similar to type 0-1. This handstamp, sent from London
on 28 April 1856, was transferred to Punta Gorda in the
early 1890s and remained in use there at least until 1904.

Dimensions: c¢. 23 x 18 mm; ‘A06’ is 7 mm high.
Use at Belize:

ERD = ?Jun 1858 LRD = 16 Dec 1878

PD-2

Two similar handstamps were sent from London, both
with lettering in plain capitals 2.5 mm high. The
handstamp with the A index was sent from London on 27
April 1860, while the C handstamp was sent three days
later. Recorded only in red.

Diameter: ¢. 20 mm

Index C:
ERD = 17 Jul 1860 LRD = 15 Dec 1861
Index A:
ERD = 14 Jan 1862 LRD = 7 Apr 1869
| ap27 ) MY 1
\V/ J V Jsc) |/

SL-1
A two-line mark with sans-sérif letters, ¢. 4 mm
3.5 mm. Only one example has been recorded.

ERD = 11 Sep 1865

BE LIZE

SHIP-LETTER

SL-2

This mark was described as follows in Robson Lowe’s
4 Mar 1977 auction catalogue: “-1874 unfranked [envel-
ope] ... to Belize endorsed ‘Politeness Capt. Miller’ rated
‘4’ and showing ‘ship-1etter’ from which ‘Berize’ has
apparently been excised with c.d.s. alongside.”

SHIF-IATfEf!

PD-3

A circular mark showing ‘BELIZE® in plain capitals, c.
3 mm high and ‘paid’ c. 4 mm high. Three examples
recorded, all used as transit marks.
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Diameter: c¢. 25 mm

ERD = 18 Oct 1875 LRD = - May 1878

0-3
The ‘O’ in the center of this oval obliterator is c. 5 mm
high.

Dimensions: c¢. 29 x 21.5 mm
ERD = 14 Jun 1878 LRD = 18 Jun 1897

0-6
This mute obliterator, consisting of nine horizontal bars,
is probably of local origin.

Dimensions: c¢. 19 x 27 mm

ERD = 20 Mar 1888 LRD = 19 Feb 1897

0-7

Two very similar handstamps of this type were sent out
from London on 21 December 1893.

Dimensions: c. 18.5 x 27 mm
ERD = 9 Feb 1894 LRD = 23 Jul 1908

((BELIZE))

K K .6 5 M

0-9

Two very similar handstamps of this type were sent out
from London on 12 July 1909. The word ‘beuze’ is in
sans-sérif capitals, c. 4 mm high. No dated copy has
been recorded.

Dimensions: c¢. 25.5 x 37 mm
ERD [Recorded on SG 89, issued in 1907]
LRD [Recorded on SG 118, issued in 1917]

BSC-1

A single-ring mark with the word ‘Berize’around the top
and the date in two lines. There is no colony name. The
bottom of the year numerals is c. 5 mm above the frame
line. Distance between ‘v’ and final ‘E® = 10.5 mm.
Robson Lowe states that this was sent from London in
April 1860. Fewer than six examples have been
recorded.

Diameter: c¢. 19.5 mm

ERD = 11 Jun 1862 LRD = 28 Nov 1865

BSC-2

Similar to BSC-1 but distance between ‘o’ and final ‘e’=
c. 12.5 mm; distance between the two lines of the date =
C. 4 mm

Diameter: c. 21 mm
ERD = 6 Jul 1867 LRD = 16 Oct 1879
BSC-3

Similar to BSC-1, but distance between ‘B’and final ‘E’
c. 13 mm; distance between the two lines of the date
c. 2 mm.

Diameter: c. 22.5 mm
ERD = 16 Feb 1879 LRD = 31 May 1888

BSC-4

‘Belize’ IS in a straight line, just above the center of the
circle. The date is very low, with only 2 mm between the
year and the frame line.

Diameter: c. 24 mm

ERD = 29 Mar 1888 LRD = 14 Jan 1891

BSC-5
Similar to BSC-1 but with an index letter above the date.
The bottom of the year slug is close to the frame line.

Diameter: c¢. 23 mm

Index A:

ERD = 17 Jan 1890 LRD = 2 Dec 1899
Index B:

ERD = 3 May 1889 LRD = 20 Mar 1905

BDC-1
A double-circle mark with diamond-shaped separators
before and after ‘Berize’, inscribed ‘v. Honduras’. A
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scarce mark, as the handstamp was likely withdrawn
because the date did not print properly.

Diameters: ¢. 28 mm and 22 mm
ERD = 2 Feb 1893 LRD = 14 Apr 1893

BSC-6
Sent from London on 21 December 1893. The country
name reads ‘British Honduras’with a dot between the

Diameter: c. 24.5 mm

Index A

ERD = 4 Jan 1895 LRD
Index B:

ERD = 30 Apr 1894 LRD
Index C:

ERD = 9 Feb 1894 LRD
No index:

ERD = 4 Mar 1897

28 Jul 1905

3 Jun 1905

30 Nov 1894

BSC-7

Similar to BSC-6, but distance between final ‘e’ of
beuze’ and ‘s’ of ‘Honduras’ = ¢. 4 mm. Sent from
London on 1 March 1899.

Diameter: c. 24.5 mm
Index C:
ERD = 21 Jun 1900 LRD = 23 Aug 1908

BSC-8
Similar to BSC-6, but with lettering c. 3 mm high and dot
separators before and after ‘Belize’.

Diameter: c. 24 mm
Index A
ERD = 13 Sep 1907 LRD

24 Apr 1908

% JY 24 a
08

Index B:

ERD = 27 Dec 1908 LRD = 28 May 1909

Index D:

ERD = 1Apr 1907 LRD = 22 Dec 1908
BSC-8a

Similar to BSC-8, but letters of ‘BELIZE’ c. 2.5 mm high.

Index D:
ERD = 24 Jul 1908

BSC-9

There is a short dash between ‘British’ and ‘Hondu-
ras’; the first digit of the year is over the ‘H’ of ‘British’.
Sent from London on 12 July 1909.

Diameter: c. 24 mm
Index A

ERD = 14 Aug 1909 LRD = 2 Aug 1918

(g9jY 2 H

BSC-10

There is no dash between ‘British’and ‘Honduras’; the
first digit of the year is over the ‘h’ of ‘Honduras’. Sent
from London on 12 July 1909 (index A only).

Diameter: c. 24 mm
Index B:

ERD = 27 Feb 1911 LRD = 6 Aug 1918

BTSL-1
This temporary rubber (?) datestamp was probably made
locally.

ERD = 26 Aug 1918

BELIZE,

LRD = 5 Sep 1918

AUG29 1918

British Honduras

BTDC-1
This double-circle mark may have been produced locally.
It has been recorded in black and blue.

Diameters: c¢. 33 and 24 mm

Black:
ERD = 22 Aug 1918 LRD = 20 Mar 1919
Blue:
ERD = 20 Mar 1919 LRD = 20 May 1919
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BSC-11
No time above date.

Diameter: c¢. 25 mm
ERD = 11 Apr 1919 (blue)

BSC-12

Time above date. Distance between final ‘e’ of ‘Belize’
and ‘s’ of ‘Honduras’ = ¢. 8 mm. Recorded in purple
for 12 February 1925.

Diameter: c. 26 mm
ERD = 19 Jun 1919 LRD

14 Apr 1932

BSC-13
Distance between ‘E’ and ‘s” = ¢. 5 mm. Recorded in
violet in 1943.

Diameter: c¢. 25.5 mm

ERD = 14 Jan 1932 LRD = 25 Jul 1962

9__ A*-
[§ 21 MO 5)

BSC-14
Distance between ‘E’ and s’ = ¢. 7.5 mm

Diameter: c¢. 28 mm
ERD = 2 May 1947 LRD = 7 Nov 1949
BDC-2

Length of arcs: ¢. 7 mm
Diameters: c¢. 28 and 17 mm
ERD = 16 Feb 1951 LRD

15 Jun 1957

BDC-3
Length of arc on the left = ¢. 8 mm.
dated 5 April 1957.

London proof

Diameters: c. 28 and 17 mm
ERD = 4 Sep 1958 LRD = 4 Jun 1963

BDC-4
Length of arc on the left = ¢. 65 mm. London proof
dated 5 June 1962.

Diameters: c. 28 and 17 mm
ERD = 30Jan 1971 LRD = 13 Sep 1971

BDC-5
Closer lettering. Arcs of uneven length — i.e., ¢. 3 mm
on the left and c. 6 mm on the right.

Diameters: c. 28 and 17 mm
ERD = 9 Mar 1964 LRD = 21 Aug 1972

BDC-6
Distance between ‘Belize’ and ‘city’ = ¢. 5 mm.

Diameters: c¢. 27.5 and 17 mm
ERD = 4 Mar 1964 LRD = 9 Oct 1973

BDC-7
Distance between ‘Belize’ and ‘city’ = c¢. 3.5 mm.
Recorded in red in 1967.

Diameters: c¢. 27 and 17 mm
ERD = 21 Feb 1964 LRD = 18 Oct 1973

Readers who can provide additional details — unre-
ported marks, date extensions, varieties, etc. — are in-
vited to contact the author at 459 Columbus Avenue,
Suite #266, New York, NY 10024.
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Waterlogged Mails

by Robert V. Swarbrick

The photo on the cover of the journal shows the ss.
Canadian Navigation on fire off Bermuda in December
1926, while the cover below, addressed to Astley Clerk (a
well-known Jamaican philatelist of the time) from Chi-
cago on 15th December of that year and apparently re-
ceived at Kingston on the 22nd, bears an “observed to
be / IN BAD CONDITION / g.p.o. Jamaica” handstamp.
Is it possible that the two are related?

Two other covers, shown on the next page, share an
interesting story and raise an equally interesting problem.
Both were posted on 8th November 1938 at Morant Bay,
Jamaica, and both are addressed to Bristol, England; as
well, both received backstamps of Plymouth dated 25th
November. And both have apparently suffered some
damage by water, as they bear different handstamps to
that effect.

Has anyone ever seen or owned covers with either
ofthese damaged by...” handstamped markings? Does

OBSERVED TO

anyone know what incident might have given rise to
them? The “damaged by / sea water” cover belongs
to a friend who collects examples of interrupted mail
(whatever the cause — e.g., disaster, censorship, etc.).
He spent many hours going through Lloyd’s Weekly Cas-
ualty Reports for that period and notes that they record
a number of vessels in difficulty in the southwest ap-
proaches and the English Channel between 22nd and
25th November 1938. While a number of vessels are re-
corded as having put into Plymouth to seek shelter from
the storms, all were “coasters” and none were on a trans-
atlantic voyage. And yet the quantity of mail affected
must have been substantial to warrant two different types
of cachet; and from the state of the envelopes, the dam-
age must have been severe. Any thoughts?

If anyone can provide additional information on
these covers and the events surrounding them, I would be
grateful.

e jr Cn

(
IN BAD CONDH KN v 150
V./ILW

1, ?, C JAM AU'.X

Astley clerk,
2*0. Box 140, ° *

Kingston, Jamaica.

>r:
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Label found on the back of
the lower cover

Date Stamp

The Postmaster
much regrets that / N
this pac_ket has(O ,
Hvin acoidentally ~ —«
iorjttabfUis. %

Vi'v.

(Initials)
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Leeward Islands — Part VIII

by Michael N. Oliver

[Two errors crept into Part VII, published in the March issue.
On page 11, the total number of sheets printed in July 1916
should read 2,031 (not 1,131), and the total number of sheets
for that denomination should read 12,849 (not 11,949).]

8.1 1936-37, A Difficult Time

8.1.1 King George V died on 20th January 1936, at
which time his elder son, the Prince of Wales, became
King Edward VI1Il. The new King abdicated on 10th De-
cember of the same year, before any colonial stamps
bearing his portrait were issued.

8.1.2 A new key-type design by De La Rue, intended
both to serve as the Coronation stamps for the postage
rates and extended later into full definitive issues, had
been printed for Leeward Islands (see also 6.2.7). Under
Requisition 850/1, an entry in the Colonial Stamp Book
for 5th November 1936 states:

“Pro-rata charge for dies and plates (3 duties) - £58/10/0Od

(Red) Id Postage Stamps — qty ordered 204,000
(Brown) Wxi " . " 188,400
(Blue) 2vm1 180,000

Delivered 120 set + 416 specimens each duty.”
Presumably, these had been despatched to the colony
before the King abdicated; immediately after, all stamps,
dies and plates, and most proofs, were ordered to be
destroyed.

8.1.3 The Duke of York, Edward’s younger brother, as-
cended to the throne as King George VI. The corona-
tion date for Edward VIII, already fixed for 12th May
1937, was kept for the new King. This left barely four
months to engrave a design, make dies and plates, and
print some 30 million stamps. De La Rue’s design was
chosen, based on the King’s wish for one similar to his
father’s Jubilee stamps of New ealand. The work was
to be shared between De La Rue, Bradbury Wilkinson,
and Waterlows. Harrisons were excluded, as they were
heavily committed with the new British stamps. Because
of the urgency, De La Rue were given permission to em-
ploy an engraver who produced the King’s head at his
home in Edinburgh. The Queen’s head and border de-
sign were engraved at Bunhill Row. The stamps for
places such as the Falkland Islands and Fiji were printed
first because of the long transit times for delivery. A few
colonies were unable to issue on 12th May, with St. Hele-
na and Ascension, printed by De La Rue, being only one
week late.

8.2 The King George VI Key Plates

8.21 Not until the Coronation issue was nearly com-
pleted could De La Rue turn their attention to new def-
initives. Only Leeward Islands and Mauritius retained
the Universal Postage & Revenue type, for which the
only change was the new King’s head facing right.

8.2.2 The head die was approved on 24th April, and
the master die proof on 25th October 1937; Key Plates
1 and 2 were struck from this in 120-forme a few days

later. Why almost a year passed and King George V
stamps continued to be printed is quite inexplicable, with
the pressing need to regain the standing of the monarchy
and Imperial allegiance to it for an unprepared King fol-
lowing the abdication crisis.

8.2.3  Although the new Straits Settlements and large
Nyasaland types were printed and issued in 1937, it was
not until 13th June 1938 that De La Rue received Requi-
sition 894/1 from the Crown Agents for a set of 11 duties
and postage stationery for Leeward Islands. The stamps
were printed from Key Plate No. 1, packed on 1st No-
vember, and placed on sale throughout the colony on
25th November 1938. There were 408 of each duty per-
forated ‘sPECIMEN’ (Marcus type D20) upright.

6¢c/~ |/

SO ']
IDO
,to ~  2-
1937 0 -y >/
Figure 1
Key Plate No. 2 6 /]
of Straits Settle-
ments 3
*| »*u
1940?

8.2.4 Three key plates were made — Nos. 1and 2 in
October 1937, and No. 3 in October 1939 or 1940. Plates
1and 2 were made at the same time (see Figure 1) with
12 spare leads from Plate 1. Any leads replaced on Plate
2 will have been those from Plate 1

8.2.5 The plate number is present only in the N.W. and
S.E. corners, and all three plates were made and printed
in 120-forme. Table 1 gives the plate number used for
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each requisition, together with the quantities printed in
sheets of 120.

Figure 2

In Plate 1 (left), lines end clear ofprofile; there is a white

patch on the cheek; and there are many white flecks in the

hair. In Plate 2 (right), lines extend close to profile; there

is no white patch; and there are fewer flecks. In Plate 3

(not shown), profiles lines are similar to those in Plate 1,
and the hair is similar to that in Plate 2

8.2.6 The main differences are between Plates 1and 2,
as shown in Figure 2. Plate 3 has the profile lines similar
to Plate 1, and flecks in the hair similar to Plate 2
Plates 2 and 3 can be difficult to separate between 1942
and 1947.

8.2.7 There are examples which defy identification
when not verified by the presence of the plate number.
| have Plate 2 copies with the hair and white patch on
the cheek, and Plate 3 copies with the hair and profile
lines as for Plate 2.

8.2.8 Flaws — There are only three that are constant,
and two others occur on only one duty.

Ka — Plate 1 (2/1L), bent top left outer frame; present
on all duties.

Kb — Plate 1 (9/3L), break and nick in left side of name
frame; present on all duties.

Kc — Plate 1 (6/6 and 8/6R), break(s) in top right of
name frame; this flaw has only been seen on the
Id, the second duty printed after the 2lid.

Kd — Plate 2 (10/5R), dents in upper left outer frame.
Halward says this flaw is present from November
1942 to May 1944 but only occurs on the Vid, 2d,
2Vidand 3d. This cannot be correct, as there was
a printing of all duties in August 1943. 1 have
only seen it on the Vid, 2d, 6d and Is — the latter
two on printings from the original duty plate only.
Therefore, it would seem the flaw can only be
present on the August and November 1942
printings and should also be on the Vid, Id, 2Vid
and 3d. Only the Vid, 2d, 6d and Is are included
in the catalogue listings.

Ke — Plate 2 (position unknown), small dents in the top
outer and bottom name frames; only recorded on
the Vid, which was the last duty to be printed
under Requisition 965/1, when the key plate was
re-issued a week after return to print the 3d, Vid
and Vid.

-------- Kc

8.3 The Duty Plates

8.3.1 The period of most doubt concerning the usage
of the duty plates now arises, involving the Vid, 2d, Is
and 2s. Table 2 in Part VI (see the September 1991 is-
sue, p. 129) shows what I think is the history of usage of
the duty plates. It is most improbable — and, from the
recorded flaws, impossible — that any of the 60-set
plates were retained for printing the George VI issue.
There is no firm evidence, but I think new 120-set plates
were made for the Vid, 2d and Is in 1938.

8.3.2 As | have said previously, there is little archive
data on new duty plates from the mid-1920s. | think the
most probable sequence of events concerning the duty
plates in doubt is as follows:

Vi4d— The original 60-set plate, in use since 1909,
after almost 30,000 impressions was renewed in 120-set
for the first printing. The Plate 28 George V printings
show it to be in worn condition and without marginal
rule, whereas in November 1938 the lettering is fine and
sharp, and there is a marginal rule. A proof of the new
plate is recorded by Saunders as dated 15th September
1938. The duty plate was issued for printing on 30th
September. | cannot envisage any logical reason why De
La Rue, having made a new 120-set plate, would have
used the old 60-set when being paid to halve their duty-
plate printing costs.

2d and Is — Whilst the 2d flaw a is present in
1923 and 1938, the sheet position of the former is not
known — and, | think, not the same as in 1938. There
is no record of new plates being made for either duty.
The last previous printing of the 2d was in 1923, and of
the Is in 1936. It is possible a new 120-set 2d plate was
made about 1924, similarly to the 5s, and not used until
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1938. There are, however, two prominent flaws in 1938
on the Is (a and b) which, so far as is known, do not
occur on the Plate 28 George V printing or on the other
pane of the 1938 printing. There is no evidence, but |
think the 2d and Is plates were renewed in 120-set for
the 1938 printing. That they have no marginal rule —
whereas the Vid does — raises a valid question against
my supposition. General minor damage producing many
flaws may have occurred when the Works were destroyed
or, more probably, during transportation to other printers
or whilst in their charge. Both plates showed serious
deterioration in 1942 and were replaced in 1943, pre-
sumably as soon as De La Rue were back in a position
to do so.

2s — This was also a “current” duty, the last
printing in 1925 after only 584 impressions. From the
characteristics of the name and value tablet, I think the
original 120-set plate was retained, and a new marginal
rule added for the 1938 printing.

8.3.3 | have found no reliable evidence of who printed
what, following the destruction of Bunhill Row on 29th
December 1940. Bradbury Wilkinson are said to have
printed Requisition 953/1, or part of it. Other firms with
no previous experience of security printing and, more-
over, De La Rue’s rather antiquated key- and duty-plate
surface-printing methods were also employed.

8.3.4 It is thought that De La Rue printed Requisition
960/1 and all subsequent printings, but they were not in
a position to repair or replace plates until 1943.

8.35 The following exchange of letters between the
Chief Inspector of the Crown Agents and De La Rue
throws no light on the matter:

Letter dated 5th October 1943, from the Crown Agents to De
La Rue at Hurstmead, Lewes Road, Haywards Heath, Sussex:

“Would you please inform me why the overprint plate made for
the 2d Leeward Islands stamp was not given a number in view
of the understanding given by you on 18/1/39 and referred to in
your letters of 3rd and 24th December 1941. | shall be glad if
you will arrange for this plate to be given the number 2°.”

He then goes on to suggest the duty plate number be
positioned under the corner stamps so as not to clash
with the key plate number. On 15th November, De La
Rue replied, apologising, but then went on to say: “This
is the first plate since the ruling of 1941 and as no pre-
vious record exists of surface plates being made the
Works have asked for information of number and posi-
tion.” The letter from the Crown Agents seemed quite
clear on this point, and De La Rue’s reply, possibly due
to the loss of earlier correspondence, seemed quite un-
informed.

8.3.6 The new 2d and Is plates first used for printing
Requisition 984/1 in April 1944 were the only ones to be
numbered with 2’ positioned above and below the corner
stamps, as illustrated in Figure 3. Both plates also had
the marginal rule.

8.3.7 A proof of the new Id plate is dated 17th Octo-
ber 1938, hence it was made before the ruling of 18th
January 1939 and had no number throughout its life. It
was first used in July 1940 and is easily recognised by the
wider top of the T’ and the presence of the marginal

rule. The reference to Dies A and B in the Gibbons
catalogue is misleading: it was a new duty plate — the
only one that can be visually identified on a single stamp.

Figure 3

8.3.8 New duty plates were obviously under discussion
in 1941. Could this have been concerning the 2d and Is,
which the Crown Agents wanted renewing but De La
Rue were not then able to do? Or could it be that De
La Rue were requesting authorisation from the Crown
Agents for the cost of their replacement on account of
damage caused beyond their control? More visits to the
British Library are needed to find out if this can be
resolved.

8.4 Duty-Plate Flaws

8.4.1 These are not only numerous, but some vary with
progressive wear or damage to the plate and there are
some striking random flaws. It is very difficult to decide
where to start and stop. My listing incorporates much
from Halward’ article in the West-End Philatelist of
November-December 1956. Whilst his diagrams tend to
exaggerate most flaws, | have included six which | have
notseen (marked by an asterisk in the diagrams) because
I think they warrant inclusion.

8.4.2 Figure 4 illustrates random flaws about which 1
shall be pleased to hear if some can be added to the
listings as constant flaws.
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Figure 4

ANVFV'T-r»

1942  LEE’in outline 1942  Smudged name
Wo \Y

1944 LEC’ 1944 A’ Of LEEWARD’ 1949  First L’ almost
almost missing missing

1949 LEEWARD’

LEBWVRDIS ANCH

1942  Top of value tablet
badly damaged

1949  Scratch through
‘SLA’

1942  Purple smear through 1949 Gashes in cheek and face

stamps
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8.4.3 For a duty-plate shift to qualify as a flaw, it must
overprint the key-plate impression. There are a few
which do not quite meet this requirement.

84.4 The following letter indicates that De La Rue
were returning to their normal standards of production.
It is dated 23rd February 1943 and addressed to Mr
McKay, Inspector of Stamps at Gracechurch Street, Lon-
don:

“We notice on p. 86 of Philately Magazine of 12.2.43 a Mr.
Priestley writes that the new printing of 2Vkl (Reqn. 49/250 St.
Kitts) has a small W’ half the size of the other letters. It is
perfect but there is not enough space between the ‘¢’ and ‘a’
for a correct size *w' and asks if anyone can tell him the
position on the sheet.”

They go on to request if they can see the plate. A
manuscript note in the margin of the letter says “broken
letter.” De La Rue wrote again on 15th March to say
the plate had been inspected and the ‘w’ repaired.

8.4.5 This flaw has not been recorded elsewhere and
from the two sheets | have there is no sign of it or of a
repair. | shall be pleased to hear from any member who
can provide information on this.

8.5 Hand-Painted Repairs

55

in which they attempt to describe every printing, as did
Gibbons Stamp Weekly at the time — not only a daunting
but an impossible task. Portions of some printings for
most duties were retained by the Crown Agents — some
for London dealers and some held in reserve for
despatch to the colony at later dates or as part of subse-
quent requisitions. Unlike the previous reign, when De
La Rue recorded the quantities sent to London dealers
of each requisition from 1921, the totals printed of these
issues were despatched to the Crown Agents and the
record of how they were distributed is not complete.
8.6.4 | purchased the reference collections of the late

Messrs Saunders and Durnin, and also one by an Ameri-
can, Mr. Churchill. Needless to say, assignment of simi-
lar stamps to particular printings differ between them.
Mr Saunders has, in my opinion, misidentified some ex-
amples which presumably are translated into his descrip-
tions in the King George VI Collectors Group Study Pa-
per No. 10. These reference collections comprise almost
entirely single stamps. Excepting Saunders, the other
collections and detailed listings did not have the benefit
of the information given in Table 1

Table 1 - King George VI Printings

Reon DiePd k0 'U d Iid 2 2 3d 6 (s X 5

851 Some flaws were “re-
paired” by hand-painted retouch- 89+l 1 1200 298 21% 2773 773 21% 537 Soo 491 383 260
ing, producingvaried visual results 90/i NWI3 2 750
inshape and colour. A seemingly $13/1 Juld0 2 loo"
costlyand laboriousapproach pos-
sibly explained by wartime diffi- 9521 4l 3 250 1O S 9
culties, it was, however, employed %o/l Pd42 3 478 206 249 207 249 (08 256 99 202 |loo
on stamps of other colonies as o131 Jund? 2 1220 323 10 18
late as 1952.

8.5.2 Flaws known to have been 94s/l S 2 8353 012 A0 SO 72 1025 344 3 1
repaired in this way are: 1Vid - 974/1 Ap43 2 188 Si4 421 762 SIS 210 262 332 259 251 25§
a,6d-b\2d- b\5s- a; 2d-j. | 9761 M43 1 48 9%+ (e~ S r 1
have also seen the Is (SG 110b) 0 101 57
with the lower left scroll below 5UIl Ad44 2 1025 1037 1962 504 1961 %7 1016 1H6 50 1
‘postage’ retouched by hand — 1006/1 Tu4S 2 925
the only example of this method 044/ Ju46 3 1623
known to have been employed on .

a key plate. 070/l Tuld7 3 101S 22S 24S 434 205. 255

86 Aid |dentificati p 1083/1 AM7 3 927

X 1ds to entification o . 230 Soo 500; Soo 500
Printings 1173 A8 3 . 1 —u_
IH7/2 AH4*13 j Soo ! i

86.1 The Vid, VAd and 2Vki Totals — 4113 154 47441 51974728 3841 — —
have only very minor changes in New Colours
colour shade and quality of im- 650
pression, and they are difficult to 117/1 0d48 3 4450 SSI6 2262 201S 1909 1500 1127 i 568
separate into the periods (see 11432 Mw 3 4500 1025 545 102 1042 1000 1025 134 1
86.8 below) without the presence % 3000 525 525 520 .
of the plate number. U7ol 3 1080 1090 loco 250 B

8.6.2 The general deterioration 12431 Jdnil 3
in quality was not, as one would (451 TnS 3 1018 S25 349 525 575 479 262
expect, in 1941 but was most evi- 6044
dent in 1942-43, with a marked 297/ n%2 3 493
improvement in 1944 121 M7 3

8.6.3 Detailed listings have been TQITALS 1891 SA7S 16125 3809 4107 4124; 4900 6213 4275 2606 138
published by Halward, Potter and NoaJ Prinings 9 A1 19 3 12 12 (@] 7 4

Sheldon, and Saunders and Boyle,
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8.6.5 My reference collection is made up predominant-
ly of plate-number examples and because of this, I would
like to think the detailed listings have the advantage of
being nearer to correct than those published to date.

8.6.6 The 6d, Is and 2s printings from Plate 3 in 1942
are quite scarce stamps and can only be positively identi-
fied with the plate number present. The Is duty (SG
110-110e) can readily be identified from single plate-
number copies.

110 - Key Plate 1, single marginal rule

110a - Key Plate 3, single marginal rule

110b, ¢ & d - Key Plate 2, single marginal rule, each
with distinct colour shades

[10e - Key Plate 3, double marginal rule, or No. 2
with double marginal rule (see Figure 3).

A similar sequence exists for the 2d:

Key Plates 1, 2 and 3, single marginal rule

2/2 and 3/2, double marginal rule.

8.6.7 Of the other duties, the Id with 19 printings and
the 6d with 12 are the most difficult to separate, both
being dependent upon subjective colour-shade descrip-
tions.

8.6.8 The printings can broadly be divided into six per-
iods, each having differences in either plate number,
quality of impression, colour, gum or paper. Quality of
impression falls into three categories:

F = fine, sharp impression, deep rich colour;

N = generally clear impression, medium to weak
colours;

B = poor to blurred or mottled impression, medium
to deep colour.

1938 Key Plate 1 F

The first printing, on smooth thickish chalk-
surfaced paper and heavy creamy gum which
tones easily, except for the Vid.

1941-42 Key Plate 3 N
Medium matt paper and thinner white gum
with little tendency to tone.

1942-43 Key Plate 2 B/N

Roughish thin white paper, particularly on the
Ad to 3d, thin white gum, with watermark not
easily visible.

1944 Key Plate 2 N
Thin white paper, white to off-white transpa-
rent gum, clear watermark and duty impres-
sion tending to emboss on the back.

1947-48 Key Plate 3 N
Smoother, thinnish white paper, improved
quality of impression compared with 1944,
and white gum.

1948-52 Key Plate 3 N/F

(Vid to 3d colours changed); thick shiny chalk-

surfaced paper and thick off-white waxy gum.

The 7id and Id (coils only) from Key Plate 2 in 1939-40,
the Id (coils only) from Key Plate 1 in 1943, and Key
Plates 2 and 3 in 1945-46 are not included in the above.
8.6.9 With practice, the foregoing should enable the
reader to identify most catalogue listings with confidence.

8.7 Catalogue Listings

8.7.1  As before, | have retained the Stanley Gibbons

whole numbers for general identification. Colour shades

are referred to, the first printing of which specimens form
a benchmark, provided they are not toned.

8.7.2 Table 1 gives the dates packed for the reasons
stated in 8.6.3. However, the generally accepted dates of
issue are given in the listings, which are:

Requisition 960/1: March 1942

963/1: August 1942
965/1: November 1942
976/1: October 1943
984/1: May 1944

1080/1: September 1947

1117/1: July 1949.
The date given is that of the first printing or the earliest
known. The number in brackets is the key plate, follow-
ed by the quality of impression (see 8.6.8). Key plate
flaws (K) are lettered as shown in their diagrams (see
8.2.5). Duty-plate flaws are lettered per duty as shown
in the diagrams, with the sheet position in brackets. A
“C” after the colour indicates chalk-surfaced paper. Bet-

ween 1942 and 1947, the 6d to 5s had inferior and patchy

surfacing which may not respond to the silver test, and
they are listed as being on ordinary paper.

8.7.3  As with all colours, any gum toning and exposure
to direct sunlight will produce a change in colour shade.

95 Kd brown, November 1938 (1), NF
Ka - bent frame (2/1L)
Kb - break in name tablet (9/3L)

95a pale brown, 1939 (2 & 3), N

95b reddish brown, September 1942 (2), N
Kd - dents in side frame (10/5R)
Kc - dents in top tablet frame (—)

95¢c deepish brown, C, July 1949 (3), F

a - dent in value tablet (6/1L), 1949

Comments: SG 95c can be mistaken for SG 95,
particularly as the latter does not suffer from
gum toning; SG 95b, comprising three printings,
has slight variations in shade; each has a distinct
reddish tone compared with the dull flat brown
of 1938.

96 Vid green, November 1938 (1, 2 & 3), N

Ka - bent frame

Kb - break in name tablet

a - sliced ‘N’ (2/2L), all printings

b - ‘isi.a’ (1/2R), 1942-44

c - break in tablet tint (7/1R), 1942-47
d - first ‘L’ damaged (3/6L), 1944-49

mAMDS oA

a b
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97 slate-grey, C, July 1949 (3), NF
a - as above
d - as above
c d

97a olive-grey & brownish grey, C, July 1949 (3),
NF

a - as above
d - as above
Comments: There are minor variations in shade,
the 1942 printings tending to a paler, slightly
bluish green, and the 1944 printing to a deeper
green.
98 Id rose-red, November 1938 (1), F
Ka - bent frame
Kb - break in name tablet
Kc - break(s) in name frame (6/6 and 8/6R)
a - short upright to ‘n’ and break in tint
(7/6R), 1938
b - damaged ‘w’ (8/3R), 1938

ANDS
E\NA_R RDJSLA

-rfpTj—
a b c

99 scarlet, 1940 (2), N, new duty plate
99a rose-scarlet, 1941 (3), N
99 deep carmine-red, August 1942 (2), BN
99c deep scarlet-rose, May 1944 (2), N
c - flattened ‘D ISL’ (1/2L), 1944-48
99d pale scarlet, September 1947 (3), NF
c - as above
d - first ‘L’ infilled (4/2R), 1947
e - ‘D I’ damaged at bottom (7/3L), 1947-49;
dent in tablet, 1947-50

LEE ARP'SL

""""" = 1t 2U =
d e

9% pale rose-red, 1948 (3), N
Cc - as above
e - as above
100 bluish green, July 1949 (3), F
e - as above
/ - broken first ‘1" (6/1L), 1949

100a deepish green, 1951 (3), F

Comments: SG 99 is included because the col-
our shade is different to the other Plate 2
printings, even though no plate-number ex-
amples exist. SG 99a comprises two printings
which although they have different shades are
both quite different in tone to the later Plate 3
printings. The 1943 printing from Plate 1 in
reels only is very similar to SG 99d and can only
be identified by a joined coil pair. Flaw b, |
have discovered since writing Part VII, is also
present on the Plate 26 and 28 printings of the
King George V issue.

101 1Vid chestnut, November 1938 (1, 2 & 3), FN

Ka - bent frame

Kb - break in name tablet

a - bent first ‘L’ (1/1L), March 1942 only
102 orange & black, C, July 1949 (3), F

b - squashed ‘ard’ (1/2L), July 1949 only
102a  yellow-orange & black, C, 1951 (3), F

¢ - broken ‘ar’ (6/3R), 1951

1EE\  leeward is yard

Comments: Flaw a — of which there can only
be 207 copies — includes examples in which the
upright of the ‘L’ is bent, squashed and raised,
producing a fine deep-coloured line with the
remainder of the ‘L’ printed normally. This was
probably an early state of the flaw. Later, only
the raised fine line printed and it was retouched
by hand-painting.

103 2d slate-grey, November 1938 (1 & 3), N
Ka - bent frame
Kb - break in name tablet
a - bent first ‘L" (3/4L), from 1938

.« DtSi LEEVfi RDJSL

103a pale olive-grey, August 1942 (2), NB
b - short i’ (9/2R)
Cc - ‘1ef.’” (4/6L)
d - long ‘I’ (4/4L)
e - tall first ‘1’ (5/1R)
/ - broken base of second ‘E’ (10/4L)
g - broken top of second ‘E’ (1/1R)
h - small ‘d’ of 2d’ (9/4R)
i - break in tablet (3/4L)
j - dent in tablet (10/6R)

103b deep olive-grey, November 1942 (2), N
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Kd - dents in frame
b - short ‘I’ (9/2R)
c - ‘LEF’ (4/6L)

d - long ‘I’ (4/4L)

LEEWj LEEW;

e - tall first ‘1 (5/1R)

/ - broken base of second ‘E’ (10/4L)
g - broken top of second ‘E’ (1/1R)
h - small ‘d’ of 2d’ (9/4R)

i - break in tablet (3/4L)

j - dentin tablet (10/6R)

103c olive-slate, May 1944 (2), N, new duty plate

103d pale olive-slate & olive-grey, September 1947
(3),N

104 rose-red, C, July 1949 (3), F

104a  vermilion-red, C, 1951 (3), N
k - duty plate shift, 1951

am

amr [——7
k

Comments: Flaws b toj are all present between
August 1942 and October 1943. The many
flaws, or some of them, on the first duty plate
may also be present on the 1941-42 Plate 3
printings, but as | have not been able to con-
firm any they are not included in the listing.
There are at least two other flaws with breaks
in the top of the value tablet in positions differ-
ent to i andj. Flaw k comprises one sheet of
120; four examples are recorded to date, inclu-
ding a used pair.

105 2\A bright blue, November 1938 (1), FN
Ka - bent frame
Kb - break in name tablet
a - bent first ‘L’ (9/4L), Plates 1 and 2
b - small ‘LEE’ (—), 1938

LEE'

a b

ITLEEWA RD IS LAN

It'rPTi 2

palish blue, March 1942 (2 & 3), N
a - as above

106 black & purple, C, July 1949 (3), F
c - squashed “ista” (8/2R), 1950

107 3d deep orange, C, November 1938 (1), F

Ka - bent frame

AJj - break in name tablet

a - bent value tablet (10/6R), all printings
107a orange-yellow, March 1942 (2 & 3), N

a - as above

a b

107b pale orange, September 1947 (3), N
a - as above
b - broken ‘NDS’ (row 8), 1947-48
¢ - damaged value tablet (7/6L), December
1948 only

c

108 blue & light blue, C, July 1949 (3), F
a - as above
108a deepish blue, C, 1951 (3), F
a - as above
Comments: The following duty-plate flaws have
also been recorded:
November 1942 — (1/2 and 2/2L), ‘war’almost
completely missing and damage to value tablet
frame.
September 1947 — (4/3L), top of ‘1ee’ missing
and hand-painted in.

109 6d dull purple & bright purple, C, November 1938
1&3),N
Ka - bent frame
Kb - break in name tablet
109a dull purple & mauve, August 1942 (2), B
Kd - dents in frame
a - damaged second ‘E’ (4/1R), December
1943, repaired by March 1949
b - broken first ‘E’ (3/5R), December 1943,
repaired by June 1949
109b dull purple & bright purple, May 1944 (2), BN
a - as above
b - as above
¢ - joined ‘1e’ (—), from 1944

LEFWJ LEEV  LEE
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109c  dull purple & bright red-purple, C, September
1947 (3), NF
a - as above
b - as above
d - bent first ‘L’ (1/1L), September 1947,
repaired by 1950
109d  dull purple & mauve, C, July 1949 (3), FN
a - as above
b - as above
d - as above
109e  dull purple & dull purple, C, October 1949? (3),
F
109f  reddish purple & claret, C, 1951 (3), F

Comments Flaw a has an extended top bar to
the ‘E’ after repair to the March 1949 printing.
Flaw b is said to have been repaired by
September 1949. Flaw c, although only recorded
in 1944, may have continued until the general
repairs in 1949-50.

110 Is greyish black & black, C, November 1938 (1), F
Ka - bent frame
Kb - break in name tablet
a - damaged ‘D I* (9/6R), 1938
b - short ‘" and damaged ‘D’ (1/6R), 1938
¢ - damaged first ‘1’ (1/3R?), 1938 only?

ID IS 1 LEEWARD IS

{rrTi 1
a b
110a  black & black, March 1942 (3), N

d - break invalue tablet (2/6R), 1942 (Plate 3)
pale grey-black & jet, August 1942 (2), B

Kd, e - enlarged first ‘L" (10/5R), August 1942
black & brownish grey, November 1942 (2), B

Kd, e - as above

[ - short first ‘L’ and damaged letters (—),

November 1942
h - (see comments)

110b

110c

I0d  grey-black & black, October 1943 (2), N
|/ -as above
g - scratch through name (a clear break

through most of the letters; not shown)

ONE
SHILLING

110e

I 2s

111a

11 1b

112 5s

112a

112b

black & black, May 1944 (2 & 3). NF, new duty
plate
i - dark line at top of ‘N’ of ‘ONE’ (10/6R),
19447
Comments All printings are on green paper. An
olive back is due to chemical reaction from stor-
age in the colony. SG IlOe is on chalky paper
from 1949. Flaw h is only present on SG 110c;
it may be accentuated by the generally faint
impression; the tops of some letters are
incomplete on more than one stamp. Some
have a very short first ‘L’ and others have a short
T.

deep purple & ultramarine, C, November 1938

&F

a - bent frame
Kb - break in name tablet

red-purple & blue, March 1942 (2 &3), NB
a - damaged ‘SL (1/5R), 1942-47

, DISUV

deep purple & blue, C, September 1947 (3), FN
Comments All printings are on blue paper. SG
111a from Plate 2 is prone to a mottled appear-
ance.

yellow-green & scarlet, C, November 1938 (1), F
Ka - bent frame
Kb - break in name tablet
a - broken value tablet (3/5L), 1938 only
b - short i’ (1/1L), 1938 only
c - damaged second ‘E’ (—), 1938-43

ARDISL  LERV

a b c

deep yellow-green & red, October 1943 (2), B
Cc - as above
d - broken final ‘s’ (—), 1943 only
e - damaged ‘a’ (—), 1943-44

LEEWARD

d e

pale yellow-green & deep red, 1951 (3), N
Comments All printings are on yellow paper.
The flaws on SG 112 are all quite rare, a maxi-
mum of 260 possible of each, with SG 112a re-
corded as having some retouched by hand-
painting.
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8.8 Other Items

8.8.1 The latest known hand-painted essay by De La
Rue was in 1945 for a proposed 8d duty (Figure 5). It is
believed this was for the new V«oz. airmail letter rate to
the USA. The key plate is clearly No. 1 printed in a very
pale dull turquoise-green with the duty plate hand-
painted in crimson, presumably the intended colours. It
is cancelled “Not approved/VVS/23.X.45”.

8.8.2 In Volume 18 of the Colonial Stamp Books there
is an entry dated 21st July 1938: *“Impressions in black
of new issue of Leeward Islands postage and revenue on
250 leaves, size 9%s x 6,” with a note in red ink: “Stamps
from C.1.S. [Colonial Inspector of Stamps] Submit
proof.” They were packed on 14th November. Requisi-
tions 889/1 to 4 as above were dated 18th May for Virgin,
Islands, Montserrat, St. Kitts-Nevis and Dominica, and
3rd June for Antigua. | have never seen a copy of these
black prints for any of the Presidencies, yet with 250 of
each printed it is remarkable that none seems to have
found its way onto the philatelic market.

8.8.3 In common with, | think, all colonies — and cer-
tainly all BWI colonies — presentation folders were pro-
duced for the 1947 UPU Conference. They comprise a
stiff folder, 8Vz" x 6", in deep blue with, for Leeward
Islands, a mint copy of each duty from IAd to 10s and the
Victory issue stuck on the inside, with a card opposite in

French: “With the compliments of the Secretary of State
for the Colonies on the occasion of the 12th Universal
Postal Congress, Paris 1947.” The number produced was
presumably one per member — about 120 at that time
— for they are rarely seen.

8.8.4 On 1st January 1951, the currency changed to
100(2 = $1 BWI, corresponding to the then current rate
of exchange with the U.S. dollar of £1 = $4.80. With the
exception of the BWI University stamps, issued also in 13
other colonies on 16th February 1951, it was three years
later before the new currency was introduced on postage
stamps, when the Queen Elizabeth issue was placed on
sale on 22nd February 1954. The same applied to Anti-
gua, the seat of government, whilst the other Presiden-
cies, no doubt taking advantage of extra income from
philatelic sales, issued new pictorial definitives in 1951
and 1952. In 1938, De La Rue printed the Montserrat
and St. Kitts-Nevis issues, and Harrisons the Virgin
Islands issues. For the decimal issues, De La Rue gained
Virgin Islands but lost Montserrat to Bradbury Wilkinson,
and the newly formed Presidency of St. Christopher-
Nevis-Anguilla to Waterlow & Sons. De La Rue’s de-
cline in stamp printing was continuing.

8.8.5 King George VI died on 6th February 1952, when
his elder daughter became Queen Elizabeth Il. The
stamps bearing his head were invalidated on 1st July
1956, when the colony of Leeward Islands was dissolved.

The “Retaliatory Rate” of 1848 from the Caribbean to the United States

by M. H. Ludington

Collectors of transatlantic covers are familiar with the
“retaliatory rates” imposed by the United States on pre-

aid letters carried by the steamers of the Cunard Line

etween July and December 1848 from the United King-
dom to America. Twenty-five voyages by the Cunard
steamers were affected — 12 to Boston and 13 to New
York. Letters carried on these vessels were easily identi-
fied by the postage due charged on them — 24(2 per half-
ounce for the ocean transportation, plus the current in-
land postage (52 under or 102 over 300 miles) — all this

in addition to the Is per half-ounce paid to the British
Post Office by the sender.

It is not so well known that the “retaliatory rate”
was also applied to prepaid letters carried by the Royal
Mail Steam Packet Co. to the United States. At this
time, their steamers called at two places in the United
States: 1) at Cat Island or Ship Island for New Orleans
in both directions on their main line route between Eng-
land and Mexico via Bermuda and Havana; and 2) at
New York on an extension, since only May 1848, of their



British Caribbean Philatelic Journal, June 1992, W/N 163 (Voi. 32, No. 2) 61

San Juan, P.R.-St. Thomas-Bermuda route.

The total length of the voyage of the monthly Mexi-
co steamers took approximately I1VV2weeks, from the 2nd
of the month to about the 22nd of the second month
later. The first call for New Orleans, westbound, was
supposed to be on about the first day of the second
month, and eastbound about three weeks later. On the
steamer’s arrival at Bermuda, homeward bound, every
other steamer would be transferred to the New York-
San Juan route for two complete round trips before re-
turning from Bermuda to Southampton.

In United States Incoming Steamship Mail, 1847-
1875, Theron Wierenga illustrates and describes two “re-
taliatory rate” covers. The first, from Vera Cruz to New
York, was carried on the Severn to New Orleans, where
it arrived on 21 August and was charged 34c (24c +
10eV The other, from Trinidad to New York, was car-
ried by an unknown R.M.S.P. steamer to St. Thomas,
where it was transferred to the Severn, which arrived at
New York on 9 September, a Saturday, so the letter was
not delivered until Monday. Being addressed to the port
of entry, the letter was only charged 24c for the ocean
postage.

Another cover has recently been found, this one a
double-rate letter from Barbados to Philadelphia, in-
scribed ‘Postage Paid to New York’. Barbados had no
crowned-circle handstamp until November 1849, but the
rate paid, 2s, is in red crayon on the front and the
‘varbadoes’ handstamp of no 22 1848 is on the back.
Carried by an unknown R.M.S.P. steamer to St. Thomas,
it was transferred to the Forth, which sailed on 2 De-
cember and, after calling briefly at Bermuda on the 6th,
arrived in New York on the 11th. NEW YORK SHIP DEC
11 is in red on the front and 58’ in blue ink manuscript
indicates the 24c + 5c¢c x 2 due on delivery. There is no
Philadelphia arrival datestamp. As far as is known, this
is the first recorded multiple “retaliatory rate” letter from
the Caribbean.

In the following list of the Mexico steamers, in most

cases the dates of their calls for New Orleans, unfortu-
nately, are only approximate. They stayed only a few
hours.

Great Western westbound ¢ 3 July 1848
eastbound c. 24 July
Severn westbound 31 July
eastbound 21 August
Trent westbound c¢. 30 August
eastbound c. 20 September
Forth westbound c. 30 September
eastbound c¢. 21 October
Great Western westbound c¢. 3 November
eastbound c. 25 November
Teviot westbound 7 December
eastbound 28 December.

The list of New York steamers and their dates of call
are both complete.

Trent arrived at New York 12 Jul sailed 13 Jul
..................... 10 Aug sailed 12 Aug*

Severn " " " 9 Sep sailed 12Sep
..................... 12 Oct sailed 13 Oct

Forth " " " 12 Nov sailed 13 Nov
"o " 11 Dec sailed 13 Dec.

Thus in the case of the steamers calling at New Or-
leans, only six voyages with mails from England, Ber-
muda, the Bahamas, Cuba and the other Caribbean is-
lands were involved, and six with mails from Mexico.
Similarly, in the case of the steamers calling at New
York, only six voyages were involved. Compared to the
large amount of mail carried directly across the Atlantic
by Cunard, the amount of mail carried to the United
States by steamers of the R.M.S.P. was extremely small.

Ifany other collectors have “retaliatory rate” letters
carried by the R.M.S.P., | hope they will report them to
the journal.

* Owing to engine trouble, Teviot returned to England and
Trent Sailed to St Thomas and on to Havana and Mexico
in her place, instead of proceeding to England as planned.
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The Bermuda Railway

by Horst Augustinovic

Getting about Bermuda has always been somewhat of a
problem, due mainly to the extremely elongated geogra-
phy of the many coral islands that are collectively known
as “the Bermudas.” Although most visitors are told that
Bermuda consists of 365 islands, a careful study of the
survey maps will show that there are some 120 islands
and rocks that have their own designation. The largest
of these are now joined by bridges and a causeway.

With public transportation limited to a few ferries
plying their trade between the islands, and horse-drawn
carriages providinga rather uncomfortable and unreliable
service along the narrow and twisting roads, Bermuda’s
land transportation problems were the cause of many de-
bates during the late 19th century.

In 1875, keeping the islands’ defences and other
military considerations in mind, the Governor, Major-
General John Henry Lefroy, asked London to provide a
light railway for Bermuda. Although this project was
eventually abandoned because the causeway was consi-
dered too narrow and flimsy to accommodate the tracks,
other forms of technology were not rejected out of hand:
in 1866, the first military telegraph was constructed; the
Bermuda Telephone Company was formed in 1888; and
the Bermuda-Halifax cable was inaugurated three years
later.

By 1904 the Bermuda Electric Light, Power and
Traction Company, Limited was formed and granted a
concession to provide not only electric power, but also a
transportation system. At the same time a number of
buses appeared on the colony’s roads and the Bermuda
Electric Light, Power and Traction Company decided to
concentrate their efforts on light and power services.
The buses, meanwhile, operating whatever route they
wished, without timetables and unregulated by Govern-
ment, caused much resentment amongst both Bermu-
dians and tourists.

Several petitions were soon presented to the Legis-
lature, urging the prohibition of all automobiles. One of
these petitions, presented by 112 American guests of the
Princess and Hamilton Hotels, drafted by Woodrow Wil-
son and signed by Mark Twain, undoubtedly carried
much weight. Two months later, the 1908 Motor Car
Act temporarily ended the career of the automobile, and
Bermudians and tourists alike had to again rely on horse
carriages, bicycles, and their own feet for transportation.

Against the backdrop of banned buses and the in-
troduction of electricity, the Bermuda Trolley Company
made its appearance in 1910. Proposing an electrified
tramway system that would link Hamilton to both St
George’s and Ireland Island, the scheme was devised by
Canadian railway mogul Sir William Mackenzie and
American engineer Fred Stark Pearson. At a cost of
£200,000, the system was to basically follow the existing
roads, whichwere to be widened, thereby minimizing the
impact on land holdings. A 50-year franchise was sought,
as were “the necessary powers compulsorily to acquire
land adjoining the public roads in these Islands.”

Opposition to the proposed trolley system was swift.
Arguing that the technology was inappropriate for Ber-
muda, spoiling the quiet life which drew tourists to the
island; that road widening would spoil the landscape; that
the project lacked economic sense and would result in
land speculation; and above all against the “audacity” of
a company organized in Quebec calling itself a Bermuda
company, the opponents soon defeated the proposal. A
petition to reintroduce motor buses was defeated at the
same time.

In 1912, a Government-sponsored report on the in-
land transportation problems recommended that a rail-
way, built along its own right-of-way, would “best serve
the demand for rapid and frequent communication bet-
ween the extremities of the island.” No action followed

Known locally as ‘Old Rattle
and Shake, the Bermuda
Railway made up for any
shortcomings by providing its
passengers with some of the
most spectacular vistas of the
island. Here, the train is seen
on a trestle at Baileys Bay.
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this report until 1924, when a proposal was finally made
to build such a railway. By then there were some 1,000
carriages and 7,000 bicycles on Bermuda’s roads. The
population was about 32,000.

Opponents of the scheme promptly submitted a pro-
posal to form a motor bus system and the debate cen-
tered around the relative merits of both schemes. Al-
though a variety of vehicles such as ambulances, fire en-
gines, tractors, and mobile stone crushers were allowed
on Bermuda’s roads, various petitions for motor cars
were consistently refused — in 1928 a petition from doc-
tors, in 1929 a petition from the Post Office to import
four mail vans, and in 1931 a petition from the Governor
to import and use an automobile.

The petition to build a railway was finally approved,
and Bermuda Traction Limited was formed. After un-
told delays in purchasing land for right-of-ways, con-
struction commenced in 1926. Difficulties were imme-
diately encountered because of the rolling contour of
Bermuda, which required a high ratio of cutting and
filling, the hardness of the rock underlying the surface
sail, and the many road and water crossings that had to
be spanned. In all, some 10% of the track was spanned
with 22 steel bridges and 34 timber trestles. Because of
the unexpected difficulties and increased costs, Bermuda
Railways Investment, Limited was formed in 1930, and
the company reorganized as Bermuda Railway Limited,
with Balfour, Beatty and Co. taking over the building of
the railway.

The 22.5 miles of track formed a single line, divided
into 15 sections, with 14 two-lane loop stations allowing
“up trains” to pass “down trains,” and 44 scheduled

stops. The Hamilton-Somerset section was completed
first, the maiden voyage taking place on Hallowe’en in
1931, when 150 local dignitaries, including the Governor,
boarded the train in Hamilton for a trip to Somerset.
On an upgrade, the train stalled and half the passengers
had to walk up the hill — the beginning of a rather
checkered career! When the Hamilton-St. George’
section was completed on 23 December 1931, costs had
reached £1 million, making it the most expensive railway,
per mile, ever built. At 2.5 miles per year, the rate of
construction was also the slowest ever achieved.

The Drewry passenger cars were of a light construc-
tion, resembling street cars rather than railway coaches.
There were two types: gasoline-driven motor units ac-
commodating 42 passengers; and trailers, which were
more comfortable than the motor units. Normally, trains
consisted of one motor unit and one trailer, with more
trailers added if necessary. Between three and six trains
daily on each route were considered “statutory” trains,
operating on a fixed fare structure, while other trains, put
on additionally, operated at higher fares.

During World War 11, Bermuda’s railway was heavily
used for both passenger and material transport, especially
during the building of the U.S. Naval Base. During 1945
alone, 1,600,000 passengers travelled on the railway —
the peak usage of the system — and still the company
did not show a profit. Without proper maintenance and
replacement of rolling stock, concern soon mounted as to
the safety of the entire system, especially the wooden
trestle bridges, which were showing signs of rot.

While the restricted use of motor vehicles by the
various armed forces was permitted during the war, many
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Bermudians pressed for the general use of motor cars
once hostilities terminated in 1945. Anticipating a great
reduction in traffic and faced with massive repair bills,
the privately-owned Bermuda Railway Company sold out
to the Bermuda Government in January 1946 for
£115,000.

Type la Type Ib

Apart from passengers and their bicycles, the Ber-
muda railway also carried parcels and bulk goods. And
although clearly not intended to carry mail, the occa-
sional urgent letter was sent by train. Whereas the rate
for local postage was Id during the first years of the
railway, the minimum charge for items sent by train was
3d for up to 6 miles; 4d for up to 12 miles; 5d for up to
18 miles; and 6d for items that were sent over 18 miles.
However, with only one exception it would seem, from
the few examples that have survived, that letters were
carried for 3d, regardless of the distance involved.

The Bermuda Rly. Co., Ltd,

Parcel Stamp

The Bermuda Rly. Co., Ltd,

Parcel Stamp

& D+ LIRS
;] .3 :
A oA a

Ho .of Weight Rate No .of Weight Rate
Pkgg. Pkgs.
fr om
Ball - * “ted, London, teg- Bell Jnntfc Campany, Limited, Loadun. Kn*.
Type 1c Type Id

Several types of parcel stamps are known, probably
all produced by the Bell Punch Company of London,

England. Unfortunately, few of them are dated and it is
therefore impossible to determine their exact periods of
use. The following examples have been recorded:

Type 1 ‘parcel stamp’ — 41 x 78 mm in size, red ink
on white paper. When prefixed by ‘No.’, the
control numbers are printed in red. When pre-
fixed by a letter of the alphabet, they are
printed in black or red. Dated examples on
cover range from 22 April 1937 to 26 Septem-

ber 1941.

a ‘FROM HAMILTON: 3d, 6d, 9d, 1/6, 2/-, 2/6,
3/-

b “from st. George’s” 3d, 9d, 1/-, 1/6, 2/-,
216, 3/-

c ‘FROM: 9d, V-
d Without indication of point of origin: 3d

The Bermuda Rly. Co., Ltd,

PARCEL and
GOODS STAMP

FR O M

B 5350

(Bell Punch Company, t'abridga England

Type 2

TbeBermudaRly. Co.Ltd.
PARCEL STAMP

B 9700

&d Paid

Thbe Company will not be
liable for loss, damage or delay,
however caused, to any article, however caused, to any article,
except on production o( this except on production of thia
counterfoil which also acts as counterfoil, which also acts as
* receipt. a receipt.

TheBermudaRly.@Ltd.
PARCEL STAMP

Front HAMILTON
9° PAID
C 1373

Ben Punch Company, London, Lag.

TheBermudaRly.Co.Ltd,
PARCEL STAMP

C 1373

9d Paid

Thbe Company will not be
liable (or loss, damage or delay,

TheBermudaRly.Co.Ltd.
PARCEL STAMP

From ST. GEORGES
6° PAID
B 9700

Bell Puntb Company, London, Bog.

Type 3a Type 3b

‘parcel and / goods stamp’ — size and ink
colors as Type 1. Dated examples on cover
range from April 1937 to 17 November 1947,
3d and 6d values are known, all of them im-

Type 2
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/S.At/4.

3d Parcel Stamp (type Ib) on local letter sent on 14 August 1937 by the Bermuda Militia Artillery on the 8 a.m. train
from St. Georges to the Bermuda Command Headquarters in Prospect, Devonshire (68% of original size).

6mirntuk Rv

1\-&SYY\

The Bermuda Rly- Co., Itd,

3d Parcel and Goods Stamp PARCEL, and
(type 2) on a letter sent on 17 GOODS STAMP
November 1947 by train from

St. Georges to Hamilton and

by air to New York. The dis-

mantling of the railway began

six weeks later.

No. of | Weight
Pkge.

FROM

B 4220

IM  Punch Company, Uihrid**

LfiRR y
m >0 4"6

"TUAI( Ty, ty

65
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printed ‘from’. With one exception, all known
used examples are on covers sent from the
West India Oil Company Bulk Fuel Oil Station
in St. George’s to the company headquarters in
Hamilton.
Type 3 ‘parcel stamp’ — 32 X 72 mm, printed in
black ink on various paper colors. These
stamps consist of two parts and are perforated
to provide a receipt.
a ‘From Hamilton™ 6d on yellow and straw,
9d on buff, 1/- on green
b ‘From st. Georges™
straw

3d on red, 6d on

‘Parcel, Goods, etc., Stamp’ — size and ink

color as Type 3.

a No indication of point of origin:
white, 6d on pink

b Similar to type 4a; only the lower portion of
this stamp is known on an undated cover to
St. George’s, tied with a blue crayon mark.
The typestyle is different and there is no
printers’ imprint on this stamp, which is
printed in black ink on white paper.

Type 4
3d on

B. R Co. Ltd.

Parcel, Goods, etc.. Stamp

I 0951

6d Paid

The Company will not be
liable for loss, damage or delay,
however caused, to any article,
except on production of this
counterfoil, which also acts as

a receipt. B R. O). Ltd
B. R. Co. Ltd. Parcel, Goo, e/, Stap
Parcel, Goods, etc.. Stamp
3yPaid
O°PAID y
Ny»9150
| 0951
B«ll Punch Couil.auy, l.oidau. Eug. Type 4b
Type 4a (stub only)

[Note:  As a result of a reclassification, the type numbers
shown above differ from those in my 1987 article for
Bermuda Post, cited in the list of references.]

During 1947 the passenger count fell to 662,000;
rather than spend the estimated $850,000 on repairs, the
Governmentdecided to sell the Bermuda railway — lock,
stock and barrel — for BWI$414,000, to the Government
of British Guiana. On 31 December 1947, the last train
left for Somerset and dismantling began. Eight months
later, the Bermuda railway, having carried 14 million pas-
sengers in its 17-year history, sailed for British Guiana,
where it continued to operate between Georgetown and
New Amsterdam.

Meanwhile, Bermuda fell under the spell of the
motor car and despite the assurances of the proponents
of private cars that they would never number more than
500, there are now almost 19,000 private cars on Ber-
muda’s 20.5 square miles. And as the population has
increased to 58,000, the total number of vehicles, in-
cluding motorized cycles, has reached 46,000! All that is
left of the Bermuda railway are 21 miles of scenic
right-of-way, reminding us of the *“good old days.”
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Personal Mention

The current president and two of our past presidents —
Jay Fredrick, Mark Swetland and Ed Addiss — have had
to spend some time in the hospital in recent months. All
three are now in better health again, and we wish them
well.

Gale Raymond (another past president and our roving
reporter) has returned from Cambodia, where he was
part of a three-month United Nations Ceasefire Truce
Team overseeing the transition from a state of war to a

state of peace in that country. Gale is no stranger to
southeast Asia, having previously served in Laos. His
mission this time involved disarmament and resettlement
programs, among others.

In Ben Ramkissoon’s report on philanippon in the
December issue, there was a reference to a Andrew
Halewood (Tokyo). Please note that Mr Halewood’s first
name in Nicholas and that he lives in Ashiya, located
over 400 miles southwest of Tokyo.
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Cayman lIslands Postal Markings: Update No. 2

by Thomas E. Giraldi

The first update to the book authored by Peter McCann
and myself (published in 1989 by Triad Publications) ap-
peared in the December 1991 issue of the journal. The
corresponding page numbers from that book are shown
for easy reference. We extend our thanks to Sylvia Neill,
of the Cayman Islands G.P.O. in Georgetown, and Pat
and Mel Feiner, of Classic Philatelies, for the new infor-
mation provided.

Official Markings (Chapter 5)
Additions to Type 3C2a (p. 59):

EXPRESS MAIL SERVICE / CAYMAN ISLANDS

ERD: 18 Sep 1991; current [1991]
GRAND CAYMAN REGISTRY G.P.O. / GRAND CAYMAN

[Note: the innermost ring is a circle of dots rather than
a solid line.]

Instructional Markings (Chapter 7)

The following are new instructional markings recorded
from the G.P.O. at Georgetown. They are assigned num-
bers under the appropriate type category, in the order in
which the latter appear in the book.

MAIL DAMAGED (pp. 89-90)
Type 6
RECtSVED I A DOUBTFUL CONDITION

ERD: 18 Sep 1991; current [1991]

67 mm

Purple

Type 7

eicstje) M a ezr.1n!

AT 6P9. MM CAYHd

ERD: 18 Sep 1991; current [1991]
55 and 44 mm

Purple

UNCLAIMED (pp. 90-91)

Type 6

UNCLAIMED

RETURNED TO SENDER

ERD: 18 Sep 1991; current [1991]
26 and 35 mm
Purple

RETURNED FOR BETTER ADDRESS (p. 91)
Type 4
RETURNED FOR BETTER ADDRESS
ERD: 18 Sep 1991; current [1991]
60 mm
Purple
Type 5

RETURNED FOR BETTER ADDRESS

ERD: 18 Sep 1991; current [1991]
67 mm
Purple

RECEIVED OPENED (p. 95)

el

RECEMD D ITO IT G.P.O.
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ERD: 18 Sep 1991; current [1991]
46 and 26 mm
Purple

Miscellaneous Markings (pp. 96-98)
Type 14

receives at ojp.o. MMM GAYKAS]
WITHCOT CONTENTS

ERD: 18 Sep 1991; current [1991]

61 and 32 mm
Purple
Type 15
eXrug as laszpia mn

, CSTKASTEE filiiESAL

olgn .*eee«o# 0400

ERD: 18 Sep 1991; current [1991]
50, 36 and 48 mm
Black

Readers are invited to send me information about
any new mark they may discover.

Aerogrammes (pp. 140-142)

Two unrecorded aerogrammes have been brought
to our attention by Pat and Mel Feiner, of Classic
Philatelies (the current owners of the Higgins & Gage
catalogue of postal stationery). These aerogrammes,
believed to have been issued about November 1983, have
the same indicium designs as those which were released
in February 1981 and October 1983, but their dimensions
are somewhat different.

10c Issued about November 1983 (H&G F17); indicium
similar to SG517
multicolored on blue paper
210 x 100 mm
quantity sent: unknown

15? Issues about November 1983 (H&G F18); indicium
similar to SG518
multicolored on blue paper
210 x 100 mm
quantity sent: unknown

We now have information on the quantities of the
two aerogrammes released in April 1989 and described
in the December 1991 journal: 6,000 copies of the 10c
and 8,000 copies of the 15c were sent to the Caymans
from the printers in England. Note also that as a result
of the new discoveries mentioned above, the Higgins &
Gage numbers for those two aerogrammes have been
changed to FG19 and FG20.

Guyana: “Those Aren’t for Collectors!”

by Jack Harwood

In 1989 and again in 1990,1visited Guyana on one-week
business trips. Each time, | tried to use my limited free
time for philatelic pursuits.

My first full day in Georgetown in March 1989, |
found myself waiting for a car and driver to pick me up.
As the main post office was only four or five blocks from
my hotel, | left instructions as to my whereabouts and
walked to the GPO. Inside the large wood-paneled main
lobby, I found long counters along two walls, with per-
haps 20 wickets altogether. But only one was manned,
and a queue of 30 or 40 people waited patiently. It was
a warm tropical day, and a single, slowly rotating ceiling
fan provide the only relief from the heat. | joined the
queue and examined the rest of my surroundings. | soon
noted a small sign over a doorway in one corner which
read “Philatelic Bureau.”

Risking my place in line (as eight or 10 others had
joined in behind me), | decided to take a look. Expect-
ing to find it closed or unmanned, | was pleasantly sur-
prised to find a clerk, and no one waiting. In the small
room, there were two dusty glass-topped cases displaying
sheets of the latest new issues, perhaps 10 or 15 different.
In addition to the philatelic window, there was a second

window with a few people waiting to post express mail.

The friendly, helpful philatelic clerk showed me his
entire stock, perhaps 30 or 40 issues, as he emptied the
shelves of a modest floor safe. | selected what I wanted
for use on a stack of covers | planned to post from var-
ious places. But | was surprised to note that there were
none of the many surcharged issues for which Guyana is
well known and frequently criticized.

As the clerk totaled my purchases, | realized that
the express mail clerk at the adjacent window was work-
ing from a sheet of surcharged stamps, the $10 on $2
Flower issue, overprinted “Caricom Day / 1988.” (Four
$10 stamps equalled the $40 express mail rate, equivalent
to about US$1 at the time.) This was a stamp | had not
been offered, so | asked why. The reply was both inter-
esting and amusing: “Oh, those aren’t for collectors.
They’re for postage.”

Having completed my transaction at the philatelic
window, | promptly moved to the express mail window,
where | posted an express letter to myself. Close exami-
nation of the four $10 surcharges reveals that each is
slightly different in spacing, etc. It should be possible to
plate the entire sheet based solely on the surcharges.
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To put this into perspective, the economic situation
in Guyana at that time must be considered. Hard cur-
rency was (and still is) in short supply, and imports were
limited to absolute essentials. For example, petroleum,
used to operate the country’s power plants, was in such
short supply that electricity was available only a few
hours each day. This was a problem for me, as | use an
electric razor. |1 was in Georgetown for three days before
the electricity was operating at a time convenient for me
to shave.

The printing of “new” postage stamps was one of
the things curtailed by lack of hard currency. And any
new stamps had to be sold to philatelists. Postage
stamps for use by the general public were a different
matter. The authorities realized that large stocks of
stamps from previous years existed. Presuming that the
philatelic market had already absorbed its quota of them,
these remainders were resurrected, locally surcharged to
meet current rates, and placed on sale for “postage.”

GUYANA REGIS

THIS LETTER MUST BE GIVEN TO AN OFFI
TO BE REGISTERED, AND A RECEIPT

ME . CTA<rK
P.o.

<A2AsoTA

M
NAME AND ADDRESAV

OF SENDER. \

UL

kCtty
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A visit to the Mackenzie post office provided a post-
script to the story. Unfortunately, I was only able to
squeeze through the door as the office was closing. Even
so, | got a look at the clerk’s “counter book.” In it were
a wide variety of surcharged stamps. Some had several
surcharges, making it difficult to tell which was the latest.
| estimate that more than 100 different sheets were in
the book, including even a few QEII types dating back to
Independence (1966) with various surcharges.

In my opinion, Guyana has been (and may still be)
surcharging many stamps for domestic use that are never
announced to the philatelic world. This is both a cata-
logue compiler’s nightmare and a philatelic researcher’
paradise. There may be dozens or even hundreds of un-
recorded issues, and it would be interesting to receive
reports of those. Furthermore, to the philatelic writers
who criticize Guyana for issuing large numbers of un-
necessary surcharges, | can only respond, “Oh, those
aren’t for collectors. They’re for postage!”

TERED LETTER

CER OF THE POST OFFICE
BE OBTAINED FOR IT.

HArdAyUA? G

This registered letter, postmarked PHILATELIC branch / MR 29 ! 89 t GUYANA', took 13 days to reach its destination. The
postal clerk ignored the 40( imprinted stamp (equivalent to about US I<t at the time) and applied G$40 in adhesives.

Turks & Caicos Is. ‘War Tax’ Stamps: A Comment

by Howard L. Godwin

The article by M. H. Ludington in the March issue of this
journal is most timely, as the error in John J. Challis’
book Turks and Caicos Islands regarding the printers of
the last two issues of their War Tax issues is serious,
particularly so as it has been taken up in the 1992 Stan-
ley Gibbons catalogue.

This catalogue has been, and still is, generally re-
garded as being a reliable source of information, particu-
larly for the average collector who bases his collection on
its information. It is a pity that this error has been per-
petuated by them.

The earliest reference the writer has found regarding
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the printing of the last two issues of the Turks overprints
is on page 133 of Postage Stamps of the Great War and
After, second edition, published by D. Field in October
1920. This reads: “Overprinted in two lines of large and
small Roman capitals, in black, locally at Grand Turk.”

No De La Rue overprint, reading either ‘War
Stamp’ or ‘War Tax’, for any of the countries which used
this tax system, was ever made using the typeface found
on these two Turks issues.

Arising from this is the matter of which issue came
first. It has been generally accepted that the close-
spaced overprint came first, but the major point against
this supposition is in the actual setting of the overprint.

The accepted first printing has a number of instan-
ces of misaligned letters, which do not appear in the se-
cond printing. That any printer would produce such poor
work and let it go out is unthinkable — unless there was
a time factor involved.

As the previous issue using De La Rue plates and
violet ink gave one of the worst examples of overprinting
seen in the War Tax issues, it is possible that the printer

made up the wide-spaced overprint and ran off the re-
quired number of panes. As the overprint was not a
good one and as there was a variation in spacing between
the lines of the overprint at the bottom of the pane, the
decision was made to have the two lines of the overprint
closer together. This may have led to the misaligned
letters, as moving letters in the forme would have been
awkward, particularly if there was an element of urgency.

Having, already printed the wide-spaced overprint
but not having issued the stock, the closed-spaced over-
print was then printed, and as is often the case in stock-
rooms, the latter printing was placed on top of the earlier
printing. It follows that the first issue to the Post Office
would have been from the second printing on top of the
pile, hence the discrepancy in issuing dates relative to the
actual printing order.

To date, no EKDs have been seen for these issues
by the writer, and while it would seem that the sequence
of issue is as recorded, the anomaly of the better print
job coming after the poorer one can possibly be ex-
plained by these comments.

An Inventory of Early Bermuda Markings: Help Wanted

by Michel Forand and Charles Freeland

Some time ago, we began compiling an inventory of the
pre-adhesive marks of Bermuda found on entires, covers
and wrappers (e.g., crowned circles, fleurons, ‘ship
letter’ handstamps, etc.). This survey encompasses all
recorded examples of Ludington types PM1 to PM5 and
Pl to P5, as well as types Sl, S2, and S5, recorded on
postal items sent from or addressed to Bermuda, or
stamped while in transit there; manuscript and hand-
stamped Forwarding Agents’ marks are also included, as
well as a few other marks. We have been fortunate in
obtaining much previously unreported information from
M. H. Ludington (the author of many works on Bermuda
philately, including The Postal History and Postage Stamps
of Bermuda, published in 1978). Mr Ludington has given
us his full support and is actively contributing to this
project. We now hope others will also lend their help.
When completed, the inventory will, we believe, be
of great assistance to collectors and postal historians, as
well to dealers and others with an interest in Bermuda
philately. It should be of interest not only in establishing
date ranges, but also in shedding light on the practices of
different postmasters. The inventory lists each recorded
example of the marks under its type number, in chrono-
logical order; when a cover or letter has two or three
Bermuda markings, these are cross-referenced. Each en-
try provides the date of the marking (as it appears in the
postmark or in manuscript) and a qualitative grading of
its condition; details about the origin and destination of
the letter and about the postal rate(s); the name(s) of
the ship(s) on which the letter was carried, along with
dates of sailing and arrival (when those details can be de-

termined); a description of transit and arrival hand-
stamps; and a qualitative grading of the entire, cover or
wrapper.  Additional information is provided when
deemed pertinent — particularly about the contents of
the letter (if present) and aboutits philatelic history (e.g.,
auctions in which it has been offered, etc.).

The introduction will summarize known facts about
the postal history of Bermuda between 1820 and the mid-
1860s, and will provide previously unpublished details of
several correspondences of that period. A number of
illustrations will accompany the inventory, which is tenta-
tively scheduled for publication as a bepsg monograph in
late 1992 or early 1993.

The initial list was based primarily on descriptions in
auction catalogues from the late 1930s to the present,
and this has been supplemented with information provi-
ded by individual collectors contacted by us. However,
there remain many entries which are incomplete. We
hope that other Bermuda collectors will help to make
our inventory more accurate and more complete by send-
ing us photocopies of both the front and back (if there
are transit or arrival backstamps) of covers with early
Bermuda markings in their collections. Information
about the contents of letters would also be appreciated.

The identity of the owners of specific items will be
held in strict confidence. However, it is intended to
acknowledge contributors in the foreword unless they
request anonymity. The information may be sent to ei-
ther of us: Michel Forand, Box 20145, Ottawa, Canada,
KIN 9P4; Charles Freeland, Box 2258, 4002 Basle, Swit-
zerland.
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Requests

* Rudolf von Fischer (Leutholdstr. 16, CH-8037 Zu-
rich, Switzerland) specializes in International Year of the
Child (1979) issues and plans to publish a handbook on
this subject He asks whether bcpsg members can help
him answer some questions regarding I'YC issues from the
Caribbean area. He is particularly interested in the
following:

1) Which Caribbean islands issued philatelic bulletins in
1979, announcing iyc? Can copies of these bulletins
be obtained?

2) Were there any postmarks, slogans, meter marks, sou-
venir covers or cards on the iyc topic from these
areas?

3) Does anyone have commercial covers from the period
1979-81 with IYC stamps?

4) Are there gutter pairs for IYC issues from Antigua,
Barbuda, Grenada, Grenada-Grenadines, St. Lucia,
Trinidad?

5) Are there illustrated fdcs for iyc issues from Anguil-

la, Barbuda, Grenada, Virgin Islands, Montserrat

(souv. sheet), St Kitts-Nevis (souv. sheet), St. Lucia |

& I1, Turks & Caicos (souv. sheet)?
Mr. von Fischer would like to have photocopies of or ac-
quire IYC philatelic bulletins, commercial covers and FDCs
as described above; he is willing to pay good prices for
such items. He is also willing to trade but does not have
Caribbean items available.
* Two requests for correspondents have come from
eastern Europe through two former editors of the journal
(Jack Arnell and Fred Seifert, respectively): Mr Viaches-
lav Fochenkow is president of the VVolga Club, which en-
courages international exchanges and correspondence.
Anyone interested in joining the club may write to him
at:  Lokomotivnaja 11/34, Uljanovsk 432006, Russia,
Commonwealth of Independent States.

Mr. Marcus Praks (Jarve 7-2, EE-0013 Tallinn, Esto-
nia), who says he has been collecting stamps for many
years, seeks correspondence with fellow collectors.

The Awards List

Compiled by PAUL Larsen

aripex 92: Phoenix, Ariz., January 17-19, 1992
CHICAGOPEX 91: Rosemont, 111, November 1-3, 1991
florex 91: Orlando, Fla., November 1-3, 1991
LAKESHORE 92 : Dorval, Canada, April 3-5, 1992
NOVAPEX 92: Halifax, Canada, April 11-12, 1992
SANDICAL 92: San Diego, Cal., February 7-9, 1992
sarasota national: Sarasota, Fla., Jan. 31-Feb. 2, 1992

Abram, CIiff
Early Barbados, 1852-1935
lakeshore 92: vermeil

The Letter: Tracing Its Path
NOVAPEX 92: gold

Addiss, Edward F.
Trinidad Postal History , 1851-1899
sarasota national: vermeil; BCPSG medal

Cooley, Robert

Great Britain Line-Engraved One Penny & Twopence
Values of 1840-1875

aripex 92 gold

SANDICAL 92: gold

Fernando, Quintus

Ceylon: Prestamp Markings, Imperfand Perforated Pence
Issues of Queen Victoria

aripex 92: Reserve Grand; gold; APS pre-1900 medal,
Arizona Federation President’s award

Nicaragua: Cancellations & Usages (1862-1905)
SANDICAL 92: gold

Larsen, Paul
German Marshall & Caroline Islands
CHICAGOPEX 91: silver

Neil, Randy

The United States Two Cent Issue of 1883-87

sarasota national: Grand award; gold; APS pre-1990
medal; BIA award

Schnell, Roger
German Offices in Turkey
florex 91: gold; Florida Stamp Dealers’ award

Note: The awards received by BCPSG members at
westpex 92 will appear in the next report.
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Secretaires Report

New Members

The two applicants listed in the March 1992 issue of the
journal have been admitted to membership in the Group.

Membership Applications

Gates, Thomas B., P.O. Box 224, Urbana, OH 43078;
no philatelic interests listed; sponsored by R. Wyns-
tra.

LeMire, Paul-Maurice, CMR 453, Box 157, APO AE
09146-0005, USA; philatelic interests: British col-
onies mint and used, souv. sheets, covers; referred by
APS.

Maisel, Richard, 29 Washington Square West, Apt. 16D,
New York, NY 10011; philatelic interests: Cayman
Islands, specimens, Silver Jubilee issue; sponsored by
T. Bansak.

Osborn, Geoffrey A., 39 Leven Avenue, Talbot Woods,
Bournemouth, Dorset, BH4 9LJ, U.K.; philatelic in-
terests: Bermuda postal history; sponsored by M. H.
Ludington.

Shelton, Martin, P.O. Box 8154, Woodlands, TX 77387,
philatelic interests: B.W.I. in general and Jamaica in
particular, squared-circle cancels; sponsored by T.
Giraldi.

Readmitted to Membership

Fashingbauer, Robert J., Box 1, Techny, IL 60082.

Changes of Address

Adams IlI, A. B.: 930 Moores Mill Road N.W., Atlan-
ta, GA 30327-1626.

Addiss, E. F.: 459 Columbus Avenue, Suite 266, New
York, NY 10024.

Atmore, W.: 107b Leslie Road, Leytonstone, London,
Ell 4HF, UK.

Freeland, C. A.: postcode should read 4059.

Raynor, P.: 25 East 12th Avenue, #302, Vancouver,
B.C., V5T 2G6, Canada.

Rosendorff, C.: V.A. Medical Center, 130 West Kings-
bridge Road, Bronx, NY 10468.

Help! We have lost contact with member Henry W. Col-
lier. If anyone can provide his current address, please
forward it to Mark Swetland, 32 Cat Brier Lane, Hilton
Head Island, SC 29926.

Resignations

Holmes, G.

Luck, G.

Robertson, G.

Dropped from Membership for Non-Payment of Dues

Bergstrom, B. Hildabrand, W. A.

Buckner, J. M. McArthur, R. L.
Cronin, R. Mehlig, K. H.
DeKeyser, T.R.A. Williams, H. G.

From the Editor’s Desk

The Study Group had another successful annual meeting
at westpex in San Francisco (on May 2). Although at-
tendance was somewhat less than in recent years, the en-
thusiasm was the same. Brief presentations were made
by Jack Arnell and myself (both on Bermuda). The auc-
tion was conducted by Jay Fredrick and Fred Seifert (in
the absence of our Auction Manager, Bill Gompel), and
it is gratifying that about 70% of the lots were sold. Our
thanks go to Stephen Schumann for his part in making
westpex and the bcpsg’s activities (including a fine
dinner at an ltalian restaurant on May 1) a resounding
success.

It is now confirmed that the 1993 annual meeting
will be held in Orlando, Florida in conjunction with
florex 93 (in November) and the 1994 meeting in Balti-
more (balpex 94). No date or venue have been set for
1995, but the 1996 meeting is tentatively set to take place
in Barbados, at a date yet to be determined. The 1997
meeting will again be held in San Francisco, this time in
conjunction with pacific 97, the next large international
exhibition to be held in the United States.

A number of important B.W.I. collections have been
sold recently. In some cases, their owners have left a
photocopy of their collections to the bcpsg Library
before dispersion. This is a highly commendable gesture,
and others planning to sell are encouraged to do the same.

Although there is a good supply of articles in the
“reserve” at the moment, some countries are not repre-
sented: Antigua, Bahamas, Barbados, Dominica, Grena-
da, Montserrat, Nevis, any of the “Saints,” Trinidad and
Tobago. Articles on stamps would be particularly appre-
ciated, in order to keep a proper balance.

Arthur Hamm has had to resign his position as Ad-
vertising Manager due to overcommitment. Although
advertising revenue is not absolutely essential to maintain
the services offered by the Group, it does help signifi-
cantly to balance our costs and keep dues down. Equally
important is the implicit recognition when both large and
small firms advertise in our journal. Thus the position of
Advertising Manager is an important one. It would be
especially desirable to try to convince auction firms that
plan important B.W.I. sales to schedule their advertise-
ments in such a way that they will be timely when they
appear in the journal. Anyone wishing to offer his or her
services for this should contact Jay Fredrick or me.

Another position needs to be filled at the moment
— that of New Issues editor, following Bruce Watts’ re-
signation. Members do want to be kept informed of new
issues from the Caribbean countries, and thus we want to
provide this service regularly. Candidates for this posi-
tion should also contact Jay or myself.

Once again we ask members who move to send



British Caribbean Philatelic Journal, June 1992, W/N 163 (Vol. 32, No. 2) 73

Mark Swetland their new address as soon as possible be-
fore their move. The USPS now charges us over Si for
forwarding the journal and sending us new addresses.
While the cost is minimal, the time loss is not, and both
could be avoided by telling us of your plans ahead of
time.

An imminent change in my professional status (I am
to become a free-lance writer and editor in mid-summer)

will force me to organize my time somewhat differently.
To help make this transition as smooth as possible as far
as the publication schedule of the journal is concerned,
anyone expecting to submit an article for the September
issue should make sure it is in my hands by mid-July.

Michel Forand

Jamaica’s Governor Said No!

by Fred F. Seifert

By present-day standards, Jamaica pursues a reasonably
moderate stamp-issuing policy. Yet it manages to com-
memorate most of its important anniversaries (and a few
not-so-importantones) and to honor national heroes with
issues of postage stamps. Quite a contrast to the policy
back in 1893, when some papers acquired from an accu-
mulation of the late Astley Clerk indicate that a sug-
gestion for a set of commemorative issues was rejected
by the governor of the colony, Sir Henry Blake.
The occasion was the 400th anniversary of the dis-
covery by Columbus of the New World. Observing that
the United States, the Argentine Republic, and other
American republics had marked the anniversary “by the
issue of certain Postage Stamps with appropriate designs
bearing on events in the life of the Admiral,” members
of the Jamaica Philatelic Society petitioned the Hon. Sir
Neale Porter, K.C.M.G., the Colonial Secretary for Ja-
maica, for similar action in the colony.
Arthur S. Finzi, secretary of the society, was dele-
gated to present the petition to the government. He did
so in a letter dated 28th January 1893 to the Colonial
Secretary. In it, he argued that such an issue would bring
Jamaica much good publicity around the world, as the
stamps would be publicized everywhere in philatelic jour-
nals. He stated that the expense of preparing the
printing plates and printing the stamps would be more
than refunded by sales of the stamps to dealers and
collectors of the world.
The Jamaica Philatelic Society’s petition further
noted that as a result of this, many of the stamps “would
never be used in service,” thus adding to the colony’s
revenue. Finzi also suggested that the issue “be limited
to 1 year.” He proposed a set of five stamps of Vzd, 1d,
2d, 2Vid, and 6d denominations. The latter value, he
said, would be useful when a letter was registered and
required 2VtA postage and 4d registry fee.
Finzi offered for consideration the following designs:
a Canoes with Indians brandishing lances of pointed
wood and prepared to prevent Columbus’landing;

b Columbus sighting Jamaica and lost in admiration of
the beauty of her Blue Mountains;

¢ Columbus’caravels stranded on the shores of Jamai-
ca;

d Columbus facing a crowd of frightened Indians and
pointing to a moon half-eclipsed;

e Indians bringing offerings to Columbus.

It should be noted that the foregoing information comes

from a rough draft of Finzi’s letter, and the final version

may have varied in some respects. | have not seen the

rough sketches prepared by Finzi.

Finzi received a reply from the Colonial Secretary’s
Office (signed S. P. Musson) as follows, dated 3rd Febru-
ary 1893:

Sir,

In reply to your letter dated 28th Ultimo suggesting that cer-
tain stamps should be issued by this Colony nextyear commemo-
rating of the 400th anniversary of her discovery by Columbus, |
am desired by the Governor to inform you that His Excellency
does not think any good purpose would be effected by adopting
your suggestion.

There is no explanation for Sir Henry Blake’s blunt
rejection of the Jamaica Philatelic Society’s suggestion.
In Jamaica: The Island and Its People, A. J. Newman
notes that Sir Henry was much interested in letting the
world know the potential of Jamaica and was largely res-
ponsible for the Jamaica International Exhibition held in
1891. Perhaps the “hostile Indian” theme left him cold.
Then too, there was no precedent in the “mother coun-
try” for issuing stamps not featuring the reigning mon-
arch, so it was easier to say no than yes.

Despite Government’s rejection of the proposed
stamp issue, some 14 months later — on April 14, 1894
— a local Kingston paper carried a full column editorial
commending the Jamaica Philatelic Society’ suggestion
and even proposing an expansion of the issue to seven
stamps, with a top value of 2s.6d. The article pointed
out that in the case of the U.S. Columbian issue, “all the
lower denominations... are boughtup and the higher are
rapidly being exhausted.” The editorial concluded:

Thefourth centenary o fthe discovery ofthe island should notpass
withoutsome notice being taken ofit, and under ourpresent con-
stitution it would be [appropriate] that both people and govern-
ment should combine on the occasion. The proposal has come
from the public; let the Government take it up and carry it out.
The country, we are confident, will approve, and none will then be
able to say that we are ignorant of the history of our country or
indifferent to the recurrence of memorable dates.

Obviously, the newspaper’s support did nothing to
change the Governor’s mind. Thus it was not until 1900
that Jamaica saw its first pictorial stamp, the Id red Llan-
dovery Falls issue. The landing of Columbus was finally
recognized in 1919 on the 3d stamp of the first scenic
definitive series. Perhaps in 1994, when Jamaica has an
opportunity to commemorate the 500th anniversary of
Columbus’ discovery of the island on 3rd May 1494, it
will not miss its second chance.
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Caribbean Round-Up

British Virgin Islands

The second annual exhibition of the British Virgin Islands
Philatelic Society, held in Road Town, Tortola, on Febru-
ary 1st and 2nd, attracted an estimated 500 visitors from
the territory, North America, Puerto Rico, and France.
The theme of the show — the 500th anniversary of Col-
umbus’ arrival in the New World — was featured in a
pictorial cancel used at the exhibition. The organisers
expressed pleasure both at the increased turnout of chil-
dren and young collectors and the success of bourse
sales.

As befits such events, “rivers of real champagne”
flowed after the opening ceremonies. A special “Missing
Virgin” polo shirt was prepared for the event and sold
out almost immediately. Youreditorwas fortunate in re-
ceiving one of these, thanks to BCPSG member Vernon
Pickering, who exhibited his B.V.l. postal histoiy, B.V.1.
King George VI, and early classic Canada (Prince Albert
and Beavers), at the show. Another member, Marge
Doran, exhibited her Puerto Rico. (Note: a “reprint” of
the “Missing Virgin” polo shirt is available from the
B.V.I. Philatelic Society, Box 704, Road Town, Tortola,
British Virgin Islands) The exhibition program contains
interesting articles about BVI postal history and
censorship, and the U.K. Machin definitives. (Thanks to
Vernon Pickering and Ben Ramkissoon for details about
the exhibition.)

Trinidad and Tobago

Thanks again to Ben Ramkissoon for sending the
illustration ofa “received in a/ damaged condition”
handstamp (purple) apparently applied at Port-of-Spain
in early February 1992 on a letter sent to Marabella from
Canada. The letter was resealed and received an “offi-
cially resealed” tape on arrival in Trinidad.

R.M.S.P. Pen Cancellations

The illustration of type 5 of the Eden marks was
missing from Michael Oliver’s article on this subject in
the March issue. It is provided here.

Leeward Islands: 1901 Id Duty Plate Shift

Michael has also sent the following, with reference
to Part 1V of his series on these islands (see BCPJ,
March 1989, p. 29): “Thanks to Charles Freeland, who
sent me copies of examples he has kept from old auction
catalogues, the number identified has now risen to 27 of
the 60. Excepting the pair in the Royal Collection, the
only other | have identified but do not have a copy of is
5/5 (in Peter Singer’s stock in 1989). | wish to thank all
the members who have helped me to make this recons-
truction of the pane” (illustrated on the right).
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British Caribbean Philatelic Study Group Publications

Back Issues — Back issues of the British Caribbean Philatelic
Journal may be ordered from Thomas E. Giraldi, 2021 Wylie
Dr., Modesto, CA 95355. Send a stamped, addressed envelope
for a list of issues available; most issues since Whole Number
106 (February 1979) are currently on hand, as are some earlier
issues. The price per issue is $2.50; for a full year’s issues,
$10.00; payment may be made in U.S. dollars or sterling equi-
valent. Postage is extra; assume an average weight of 6 ounces
per issue in estimating postage; excess postage will be refunded.
Make all checks payable to the “British Caribbean Philatelic
Study Group.”

Reprints — Volumes 1-9 of the British Caribbean Philatelic
Journal and all study papers issued during the first nine years

1 Postal Markings of the Turks and Caicos Islands, by
Michael Wilson; with Caicos Islands Adventures, by
Gale J. Raymond, 1982; 19 pp.

2 Bahamas Postal Stationery, by Graham Hoey;
Jamaica Postal Stationery, by Thomas Foster
1982; 24 pp.

3 First Flights of Bermuda and British Caribbean
FAM Routes, by Charles E. Cwiakala, 1982; 35 pp.

4  Jamaica Railway Town Cancels, by Robert Topaz,
Fred Seifert and Charles E. Cwiakala; and Regis-
tration Markings and Labels, by Reg Lant, Robert
Topaz and Clint von Pohle, 1982; 41 pp.

5 The Unpaid and Tax Markings of Jamaica, by Reg
Lant, 1983; 45 pp.

6 The Town Cancels of Trinidad and Tobago, by
Edward Addiss, Reuben Ramkissoon and Walton
Van Winkle, 1983; 55 pp.

7 The Posts of St. Lucia, by Geoff Ritchie; and postal
History of Soufriere, by Robert Devaux, 1982; 72 pp.

8 Grenada Postal History, 1764-1913, by Dan Walker,
ca. 1981; 164 pp.

9 Exploring Jamaica through Obliterators, by lan
Woodward, 1982; 160 pp.

10 The Town Cancels of British Honduras, 1880-1973
by Edward F. Addiss, 1990; 68 pp.

11 The Furness Line to Bermuda, by Morris H. Ludington
and Michael R. Rego, 1991; 58 pp.

were reprinted in 1990 under the supervision of Michael
Vokins. The reprints have now sold out, but copies may still be
available from David Druett, Pennymead Auctions, Scotton,
Knaresborough, N. Yorks, HG5 9HN, England.

Monographs — The monographs listed below may be ordered
from Mark W. Swetland, 32 Cat Brier Lane, Hilton Head Is-
land, SC 29926. Nos. 1-7 are reprints of articles originally
printed in the journal; nos. 8 and 9 are based on Grand
Award-winning exhibits; nos. 10 and 11 are original mono-
graphs. Checks in U.S. dollars or sterling should made be
payable to the “British Caribbean Philatelic Study Group.” All
monograph prices include postage at surface printed matter
rate; please enquire about airmail rates.

USA and Canada Overseas
$6.00 $6.50 £4.05
$6.50 $7.00 £4.40
$7.50 $8.00 £5.00
$8.00 $8.50 £5.30
$6.50 $7.00 £4.40
$9.00 $9.50 £5.95

$10.50 $11.00 £6.90
$20.00 $21.00 £12.50
$20.00 $21.00 £12.50
$15.50 $16.00 £10.00
$15.00 $15.50 £9.70

Future issues of the journal will include articles about the following subjects:
¢ the “H Force,” which patrolled the Caribbean during World War I, by R. V. Swarbrick and A.P.D. Sut-

cliffe;

* the flaws on the Leeward Islands Queen Elizabeth definitives, by Nicholas Halewood;

« Bermuda military mail during the First World War (an update), by Charles Freeland;

* the charity and Red Cross labels used in the West Indies, by Howard L. Godwin;

« the wreck of the Curlew in 1856, by M. H. Ludington.

And many others. Articles on Montserrat, Dominica, St. Kitts, and Tobago have been promised. Others
are invited: this journal “lives” by its writers. Deadlines for the remainder of the year are as follows: for
the September issue, 15 July; for the December issue, 15 October.
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Always the Unusual,
Esoteric & Inimitable...

We offer Mail Sales with extremely

British Caribbean Philatelic Journal, June 1992, W/N 163 (Vol. 32, No. 2)
Note to Advertisers
Width  Height Yearly rate
Full page T V7 $125
Half page T 4" $75
Quarter page 3vn 4" $45
Eighth of a page 3y 238" $30

The cost of back-page space, when available, is 10%
above the regular rate. One-time ads are accepted
at 40% of the yearly rate. The initial advertising
copy should be sent to the Advertising Manager
along with remittance, but changed copy should be
forwarded to the Editor by the following deadlines:
for the March issue, 15 January; for the June issue,
15 April; for the September issue, 15 July; for the
December issue, 15 October.

Actual-size, camera-ready copy is preferred.

Checks to be made payable to the “British Carib-
bean Philatelic Study Group.” As the position of
Advertising Manager is currently vacant, please for-
ward payment to the Treasurer:

Mr Barry Friedman

4280 Galt Ocean Drive, #3F

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308

Do you Collect

the WEST INDIES and the
CARIBBEAN AREA?

As the leading SPECIALISED POSTAL AUCTION
for the CARIBBEAN and the WEST INDIES,
founded in 1976, we hold 6 to 8 sales per year and
cater for the Specialist, the General Collector and
the Beginner. We offer quality in POSTAL
HISTORY, STAMPS, PROOFS, SPECIMENS,
BOOKS, POSTAL STATIONERY & EARLY MAPS
from the 16th century onwards.

Write or telephone for FREE CATALOGUE.

Dept. BCPJ
V} PHILATELICA PO Box 17
ti AUCTIONS 2 Thirsk, N. Yorks.
Established YO7 11_|-
v 1976 ENGLAND

vV ,,c/
Telephone: Thirsk (0845) 523942

Member: BCPSG, BWISC

interesting material in the $25- $150
range. In addition, our Public Auctions
offer appropriately rare and specialized
material.

We are always interested in buying
specialized items or collections.

Our Mail Sale and Public Auction catalogs are sent free to members
of The British Caribbean Philatelic Study Group on request. Please specify
which catalog you wish.

George
" Alevizos

2800 28th Street, Suite 323
Santa Monica, California 90405
Telephone: 213/450-2543

Cal. Auc. Lie. No. A 1229

Of

(Ergfard Best Qmtfig

local Business jV(an -With Lange Can
and time to spare, Would Welcome the
opportunity of showing dreas of
England to Overseas VTsitons Within
100jVJiles of ftath ,which could include
Sxrnoon Vunsten, J/onth Somensetj
the CotsWolds, Stnatfond ondVon,
IVue Valley, and dc[id dales, Which
they Would not see in a more
conventional Way.

finport piclcap ifregained,
dnyone interested, phone on Write
Jong Jenkins
55 high Street. 1vicp, Jelephotie
Bristol, ft5/5,5QQ 0272-803974 Office
England- 0275&2 -3962 Home

drtend oftfalph(ScrrjJScriVetis B.C.P.S.C. dumber.
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BRITISH WEST INDIES

Pre-Adhesive Letters, Covers, Artists’
Drawings, Die Proofs, Specimen Stamps
and Postal Stationery

ANGUILLA > VIRGIN ISLANDS

Photocopies of material in stock gladly sent
on request.

4*  BIoM Limited

LEADING BUYERS - RECOGNISED VALUERS
THE ARGYLL ETKIN GALLERY
48 CONDUIT STREET, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON W1R 9FB

Telephone: 071-437 7800 (Glines) Fax No: 071*434 1060

(Doyou collect (British W est Indies
(PostoC (History?

IF SO, WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP YOU

Our stocks consist of British Commonwealth Postal History
(with postcards from some colonies). If you would care
to inform us of your collecting interests, we would
be delighted to send you photocopies of any relative
items we obtain.

Besides being members of the BCPSG, we are members of the
P.T.S. (London). Prices in sterling or US dollars.

CHRIS RAINEY

5 Kelly Road, Bowers Gifford
Basildon, Essex SS13 2HL, UK.

TELEPHONE: 01144 268 726687 FAX: 01144 268 590781
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THE
COMMONWEALTH

We are active buyers and sellers of all areas of the
commonwealth, including individual items,
collections or estates.

Want lists from all reigns are accepted with references.

L. W. Martin, Jr.

CROWN COLONY STAMPS A

P.O. Box 1198
“VISIT OUR BOOTH AT

pisivaibiontiye BELLAIRE, TEXAS 77401 @ .
(718) 781-6563 |

BRITISH COLONIES

WITH AN EMPHASIS ON

BERMUDA - FALKLANDS - LEEWARDS

STAMPS - POSTAL HISTORY - POSTAL STATIONERY
WANT LISTS WELCOME

MAIL BID SALES*

*Send your name and address to receive free Sale catalogues

REID L. SHAW - P.O. BOX 9007 - SCHENECTADY, NY 12309

Member: A.P.S. - A.S.D.A.
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THE

BRITISH EMPIRE
1840 - 1936

BUYING

Our specialization in the stamps and postal history of the entire BRITISH
EMPIRE makes us the logical buyer for your collection.

SELLING

Our PUBLIC AUCTIONS offer a comprehensive selection of collectible
and investment quality BRITISH EMPIRE material in all price levels.

WANT LISTS

We maintain large and all encompassing stocks (1840 -1936) of GREAT
BRITAIN and the entire BRITISH EMPIRE and can supply MANY of the
stamps you have been looking for. We actively solicit copies of your want
list (philatelic references, please)

George W. Holschauer

COLONIALSTAMP CO.

5410 Wilshire Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90036
(213) 933-9435

MEMBER - INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF APPRAISERS
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MelTIS-H- C. RrBSEAN| AREA

WANT LISTS FILLED FOR SERIOUS
COLLECTORS OF THE BRITISH
EMPIRE. EMPHASIS ON PRE-1935.
REFERENCES, PLEASE.

WE ARE BUYERS OF BETTER BRITISH

COMMONWEALTH STAMPS, POSTAL
HISTORY AND SPECIALIST MATERIAL

Uiriorta i>tamp (Eompamj

PHOEBE A. MacGILLIVARY
P.O. Box 745, RIDGEWOOD, NJ 07451
201-652-7283

s T. V I N C E N T v 1L L A G E c A N C E L S
G R E N A D A v 1L L A G E c A N C E L S
B. w . 1. C O V E R S, B L O C K s , VvV A R I E T I1E S a n d

peteR singerz
Fine British Colonials Bought and Sold

Post Office Box 25249
Portland, Oregon 97225 (503) 293-1038

w A N T L I's T s A C C E P T E D

M E M B E R p TS, A S DA, C S D A, AP s, E TSC





