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Philatelic Fellowship
by David L. H erendeen

Well, this year’s Annual General Meeting at Boxbor- 
ough is history. I certainly feel that I echo the sentiments 
of attendees by saying the meeting, and the show, were 
both rousing successes. Kudos to our president, Rob 
Wynstra. and our local organizer, John Puzine, for a job 
well done! Nearly everything went flawlessly.

This was the first show I have attended that offered a 
buffet for the awards banquet. Lest you may sneer, the 
food was very good and the logistics of getting to the 
goodies was eased by a clever design that had multiple 
stations offering different types of food. The BCPSG 
was introduced to this concept on Friday night at the 
Group dinner. This affair was also a buffet, and the food 
was very good.

The Exhibits

The Group exhibits resulted in the finest showing of 
Caribbean material outside of an international since

1991. Not only were the competitive exhibits powerful, 
but we were additionally blessed by a Court of Honor 
that included a number of internationally recognized ex­
hibits.

In order to introduce members to our active exhibitors, I 
have included a special section briefly describing all of 
the exhibits shown by group members. These are de­
scribed in more detail starting on page 48. To compen­
sate for the extra coverage of our meeting, I have added 
eight pages to this issue.

Philately is About People as Well as Stamps

While the value of promoting philatelic study and re­
search -— the stated purpose of the BCPSG —  is self 
evident, we should not forget that there is another major 
aspect of philately —  fellowship. Our annual meeting is 
an example of this. Such meetings allow many collec­
tors of the different islands to discuss their latest re­

mailto:dave@uai.com
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search and discoveries. Postal history specialists can in­
teract with traditional collectors. The opportunities for 
enriching ones own knowledge are great. Using an ex­
ample from my own exhibit — which is only partially 
dedicated to the Caribbean area —  will illustrate this. I 
have a very nice cover sent from London to the Bar­
bados in 1935 at the printed matter rate. This rate was 
not accepted by the local post office, and a pair of Id 
postage due stamps were affixed to the cover. Unable to 
find the addressee, the post office "canceled" the post­
age dues prior to the return of the item to England. This 
was done by means of applying the rubber handstamp 
"CANCELLED" in red to the dues. One of our Bar­
bados experts, Peter Kaulback, informed me that he had 
never seen this handstamp used in Barbados. He natu­
rally requested a copy of my cover for his research. 
Result: I may have a more distinguished cover than I 
thought, and Peter may be able to extend the knowledge 
base of Barbados handstamps.

Additionally, it gives collectors an opportunity to inter­
act with active exhibitors. This is important because the

exhibitors are often pushing the envelope of knowledge. 
This is only natural because exhibiting represents a 
quest for unreachable perfection. That quest often ex­
poses previously unknown varieties, usages, markings 
and rates.

The second aspect of fellowship is purely social. We get 
to meet many congenial, interesting people with whom 
we share at least one common interest. We can often 
make new friendships that can last a lifetime and en- 
nchen our personal lives.

The Stan Durnin Award

I am pleased that the Board has reinstituted the Stan 
Durnin award after a hiatus of a number of years. Al­
though it is important for all of us to contribute to the 
body of knowledge, it’s always nice to be recognized by 
our peers for a job well done. I look forward to the first 
presentation of this award in Sarasota.

Continued to Page 41

Plans for 1999 Annual Meeting at Sarasota

The next annual general meeting is scheduled for February 
5-7 at the Sarasota National Stamp Exhibition. The exhibi­
tion site will be the Sarasota Municipal Auditorium located 
at 801 North Tamiami Trail (US 41). This show is organ­
ized by the Sarasota Philatelic Club and is widely recog­
nized as one of the top shows in the country.

The primary show hotel will be the Wellesley Inn, 1803 
North Tamiami Trail. Sarasota, FI. 34234, telephone; 
(941)366-5128. Basic rooms are $75 at the special show 
rate, and mini-suites are $85. Early Reservations Are 
Absolutely Essential as every hotel within several miles 
of the show will be booked by early December. Reserva­
tions at the Wellesley Inn can be made by calling the 
above number and asking for the National Stamp Exhi­
bition Rate.

The secondary hotel is the Hampton Inn, 5000 North 
Tamiami Trail, Sarasota FL 34234, phone (941)351- 
7734. The rate is also $75, and the local number must be 
called to get the show rate (again, ask for the Sarasota 
National Stamp Exhibition rate). The Hampton Inn is 
four miles north of the show site, so a rental car or other 
transportation will be necessary if staying there. Atten­
dees should attempt to book at the Wellesley first, and 
use the Hampton as a backup

It also is essential to book airline flights as early as 
possible, because February is the peak of the tourist 
season in Florida. For those who cannot get good airline 
connections into Sarasota, the nearest airports are 
Tampa, a one-hour drive away. Fort Myers, located 1 1A 
hours south, and Orlando, located two hours east.

The group meeting is scheduled for February 6 at the 
Hyatt Hotel located near the show site. Details on the 
meeting, room location, and the Friday group dinner 
will be available in the next Journal. Nine Caribbean 
Philatelic Bureaus, including Barbados and Jamaica, 
have been invited to have booths at the show.

Exhibit prospectuses are available from Jack Seaman. 
Sarasota Philatelic Club, PO Box 3553, Sarasota, FI 
34230. A limited number of frames will be held for our 
group through November 15. Because the Confederate 
Stamp Alliance also will be meeting at the show, organ­
izers expect to be over-subscribed for frames. Delays in 
sending in the exhibit application could result in disap­
pointment.

Jack Harwood, who is one of the show organizers and 
serves on our Board of Trustees, has graciously agreed 
to act as our local organizer. Jack can be contacted at PO 
Box 32015, Midtown Station, Sarasota FI. 34239: tele­
phone: (941)924-0419; e-mail: jharwood@ibm.net.

mailto:jharwood@ibm.net
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President's Message

By Rob W y n st r a

The recent annual general meeting at Boxborough 
proved to be one of the most successful in recent years, 
with more than 30 people in attendance at the Friday 
group dinner and a large contingent on hand for the 
Saturday meeting. Special thanks are due to Guy Dil- 
laway, John Dubois, Mike Mead, and the other members 
of the organizing committee from the Northeastern Fed­
eration of Stamp Clubs for being such gracious hosts 
and expertly taking care of all our needs. Thanks also go 
out to Gordon Milne and the other members of Great 
Britain Collector’s Club who joined us for the group 
dinner and participated in our nightly sessions in the 
hospitality suite.

From our own group,'much of the credit for the success 
of this show goes to our local organizer, John Puzine. 
Congratulations also go out to Richard Maisel whose 
stunning traditional exhibit of the Cayman Islands won 
the Show Grand Award and the group’s Byron Cameron 
Award

That said, it is not too soon to begin planning for the our 
upcoming meetings in Sarasota, Florida in 1999 and 
London in 2000. The Sarasota Show, scheduled for Feb­
ruary 5-7, 1999. is recognized as one of the most well 
organized and friendly exhibitions in the country. What 
other show in the nation holds its awards banquet at a 
country club and serves filet mignon as the entree? Our 
trustee Jack Harwood is serving as the group’s local 
organizer. He promises outstanding weather and a great 
time for all in attendance.

After getting away for a winter break in Florida, it will 
be time to begin thinking about our upcoming meeting 
in conjunction with the London 2000 international exhi­

bition. Current plans call for two-day joint meeting with 
the British West Indies Study Circle (BWISC) on the 
weekend just prior to the Monday opening of the Inter­
national in May 2000. Our International Director David 
Druett is taking the lead in organizing this event.

The Saturday session will feature a joint BCPSG- 
BWISC joint auction, featuring some 800 lots of Carib­
bean material. Planning is underway for a social event 
that evening where members can meet their counterparts 
from the United Kingdom. Sunday will focus on the 
annual general meeting for the two groups, a specialized 
West Indies dealer’s bourse, and a number of displays of 
material from our U.K. members. This event is sched­
uled to be held at the Bonnington Hotel, conveniently 
located in central London near Russell Square and the 
British Museum.

Having personally attended the last such meeting in 
London in 1990.1 have to say that this is an event not to 
be missed. It will be a great opportunity to meet many 
of our overseas members who have similar collecting 
interest. Many of the displays also will show material 
that few of us have had the opportunity to see. Most 
importantly for me were the lasting friendships that I 
made at the 1990 meeting. I expect to renew many of 
these friendships in 2000, and to make many new ones.

This event certainly will help reflect the fact that the 
BCPSG is an international organization. What better 
place than London, the center of British Commonwealth 
collecting, to bring us all together in a spirit of friend­
ship and shared interests? I personally can hardly wait. 
And, I hope many of you will begin planning soon for 
what I am sure will be a memorable philatelic event.

ATTEND STAMPSHOW 98 IN SANTA CLARA, CA 

AUGUST 27-30,1998

SEE THE EXHIBITS OF OUR C of C ENTRANTS 
RICHARD MAISEL and ROGER SCHNELL
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The 1891 Visit of the Duke of York to the West Indies

Dr. Ben RAMKISSOON

Some months ago I was able to read and examine a 
letter written by Prince George. Duke of York (later to 
become King George V) on his West Indies tour of 
1891. The letter was written to H. E. W. Grant, Esq., the 
Governor, and addressed to the Government House, 
Trinidad. It was mailed from Bermuda in a small enve­
lope, and. as shown in Figure 1, it has a 21 April 189! 
Trinidad receiving mark on the front.

The Duke and his party had sailed from Trinidad aboard 
the H.M.S. Thrush for Barbados, and the letter was writ­
ten enroute from Barbados to Bermuda.

Appearing on H.M.S. Thrush stationery, the Duke 
wrote:

Barbados 
M onday 

March 9th /  91
on the portrait of Queen Victoria. A complete set of the 
stamps is shown in Figure 2.

With kind  regards to Sir William  
and L ady Robinson, and  M iss  
Robinson.

Believe me  
Yrs sincerely 
George

Specialists have believed that four sets of these were 
prepared, one set of which is known in the royal collec­
tion, presumably the one presented to the Duke during 
his visit. Three sets were sold for charity, and are now in 
private hands.

These examples are all in mint condition, but the pres­
entation set to the Duke received a date stamp that was 
applied to the stationery items. The postmark did not 
serve to cancel the items.

For his visit to Trinidad, the Duke 
was presented with a set of stamps 
and postal stationery including 
postal cards, a registration enve­
lope, and newspaper wrappers. 
These were overprinted locally 
with a large (15mm) 9d surcharge Figure 2. One o f  the four know n presentation sets.

Dear Grant:

I am sorry to trouble you again about these blessed  
stamps; but /  find  now that the Post M aster didn t 
give me any post cards, envelopes and wrappers o f  
the present issue, but only those surcharged with 9d, 
so /  am going to ask you i f  you w ould m ind getting a 
set o f  them fo r  me and  sending them  up to Bermuda  
when you send the Tobago stamps. I hope I sh a n ’t be 
giving you a lot o f  trouble. We are having a pretty 
busy tune here bur are o ff on the 
12th to Bermuda. /  miss those  
good se ts  o f  tennis we had a t 
Trinidad.
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The stamps overprinted include:

-  The Queen Victoria low value definitive postage 
stamps of 1883-84: '/id red. Id rose, 2'Ad ultrama­
rine, 4d slate, 6d olive brown, and l/- orange brown

-  The 5/- claret of 1869.

The stationery items overprinted include:

-  The 1884 postal cards: regular (inland), ‘/id  green; 
and regular and reply cards. Id carmine (shown in 
Figure 3). 1 ‘/id  brown, and 2d blue

-  The 1890 size F registration envelope: 2d gray 
(shown in Figure 4)

-  The 1884 newspaper wrappers: domestic, /id  green; 
overseas. Id carmine

Recently, a complete set of the postal stationery, in the 
form of cut squares, has appeared on the market. This is 
quite astounding given that only four sets are known to 
have been produced. It is unlikely that someone would 
chose to cut-down such rare items. Although this set was 
accompanied by a certificate of genuineness from a 
highly respected authority, it certainly raises several 
questions.
• Is it possible that a fifth set of these items was prepared 

and placed in the postal archives in Trinidad?

• If so, why have no records been found?

• Perhaps the items are, in fact, not genuine. But, if not, 
why would someone fabricate such a rare set of items? 1

1 would be interested in any additional information 
about the Duke of York presentation sets of Trinidad and 
welcome any comments from readers.

WITHDRAW CONTENTS CtfT AWAT PER* FDRATE0 PORTION Of ENVELOPE.

i< nIf any investigate 
made about th is lettfi 
a c c o m p a n y  th e  com

is required to  be hr the envelope m ust 
slaint

Figure 4. The 9d  on 2d  registration

Philatelic Fellowship

Continued fro m  Page 36

I have reprinted an article written by Nicole Pendleton 
(page 42) which I think captures some important reasons 
why everyone should consider writing about their collect­
ing specialty. As we get deeper and deeper into specialized 
areas of study, we invariably make new discoveries that 
warrant publication. This allows those that follow us to 
have a much more substantial foundation for their studies. 
See Mark Swetland’s article (page 65) on the tribula­
tions of lost research

Authors Guidelines

U N I O N  P O S T A L E  U N I V E R S E L L E
TRINIDAD I.TU1MTE)

P O S T  C A R D
T i t  A D O R E S *  O N L Y  T O  BE W R I T T E N  O N  T H I S  S I D EVOS -U U U K T K iE S W ITU IN TOP

Figure 3. The 9d on Id  1884 posta l card.

Over the summer I will revise the Author’s Guide­
lines originally compiled by Michel Forand. Par­
ticular areas of expansion will include the use of 
scans for illustrations and a consistent format for 
endnotes and references. If possible, I will publish 
these in the Journal, and they will be added to our 
Homepage on the Web.

Acknowledgements
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The Top Five Reasons to Write About What You Exhibit

by Nicole PENDLETON

[Reprinted from The Philatelic Exhibitor, Vol. 11, No. 4, October 1997, with permission.]

Philatelic writing is not often rewarded with cash or 
prizes. It is more likely a labor of love for the hobby, or 
so I used to think. After getting my feet wet in both 
exhibiting and philatelic writing, I discovered that phila­
telic writing brings its own share of rewards. Writing 
about what I exhibited (parrots) was especially benefi­
cial. The article, once published, turned out to be a tool 
with which to improve my exhibit. ("Meet the Psittac- 
ines" was published in Topical Times Sept.-Oct. 1995). 
Here’s how writing about parrots has helped my exhibit 
on the same subject.

Creating Contacts

After the article was published I heard from parrot col­
lectors in the U.S., Norway, India, South Africa, and 
Australia. Some sent information about parrot stamps 
not mentioned in the article. Others sent parrot material 
from their duplicates. I have gotten some really nice

pieces for my exhibit in this way. They are not necessar­
ily expensive items, but often things that would be diffi­
cult to find here in the U.S. Soon there was a 
mini-network of parrot collectors trading stamps and in­
formation. This benefit was totally unexpected.

My favorite experience regarding contacts occurred at 
PACIFIC 9 7 .1 had been corresponding with a California 
collector about parrot stamps for two years when I fi­
nally got to meet him at the show. (I live in Tennessee.) 
We were able to spend time together looking for mate­
rial, talking stamps, and looking over a parrot thematic 
exhibit at the show. It was like spending time with an 
old friend.

I have exchanged par­
rot want lists w ith 
collectors from other 
countries. Now there 
are a couple ex tra  
w ant lis ts  in my 
folder when I go to a 
show. It takes a little 
linger to check the 
others’ want lists too, but it’s well worth it when out of 
the blue a special item comes my way from India or 
Australia. These friendships are evidence of how strong 
this hobby can be.

Organizing Ideas and Information

By the time I finished writing the article, I knew that I 
would not be organizing my exhibit the same way. (I 
had only put together a few pages at the time of the 

writing.) I could tell that if I organized 
the exhibit like the article, some sec­
tions would be really huge and others 
really small. The material is still not as 
balanced as I would like it to be, but 
under an adjusted outline, it’s less of a 
problem.

For me it is very difficult to be brief 
enough in exhibit write up. I like writ­
ing and tend to go on... but writing 

about this material was a great warm-up for doing ex­
hibit pages. I highlighted the things in the article I 
thought most important. Overall, writing freely about 
the material the first time made it easier to mold the 
material into the tighter format 
required on the exhibit pages. It 
was like a warm-up instead of 
starting the exhibit pages "cold 
turkey."

Educating the Judges

Judges cannot know everything 
about everything. It seems logical 
that providing them with as much _  ST. L U C IA



British Caribbean Philatelic Journal___________ June 1998, W/N 187 (Vol. 38, No. 2) _____________________________________________ 4 3

information as possible will aid them in judging our 
exhibits. As exhibitors we can list articles and writings 
on the synopsis page as recommended reading.

Create or Measure Interest in Your Subject

Many study groups and societies have been formed be­
cause someone wrote about an area of philately and 
others became interested. Many times collectors do not 
know there are others out there interested in the same 
thing. Your article could bring other collectors of similar 
material to the surface. This is similar to the experience 
l had with contacts, but it has the 
potential to go much further. If 
enough people are interested and 
a study group forms, more and 
more information is uncovered.
This type of inform ation is 
highly useful to exhibitors and 
collectors.

Discover and Correct Errors

Twice, collectors have come for­
ward with information that cor­
rected statements I had made in 
articles. I could be embarrassed about it. I should be 
more careful in fact checking. But I can also see it as a 
learning tool. The errors were corrected before I showed 
my exhibit. Rather than perpetuating the mistake in my 
exhibit I was able to improve it because a fellow collec­
tor was thoughtful enough to drop me a line. Again, I 
was able to find new and better information as a result 
of philatelic writing.

I have been rewarded with friendships, material, and 
information because I chose to try my hand at philatelic 
writing. You, too, could enjoy these rewards. Above all, 
the friendships established through the hobby have been 
wonderful. There is nothing like a few kind words and a 
great commercially used cover from across the globe to 
brighten a dull workday.

Philatelic magazines often ask readers to submit items 
for publication. What do you exhibit? What could you 
teach others who share your collecting interest? You 
could help yourself, other collectors, and the editor of a 

magazine or write about what 
you know best. You, too. will 
find that philatelic writing has 
plenty of hidden rewards. Be­
sides, it’s fun!

Here, Here!! Nicole Pendleton 
will be a junior at the Univer­
sity o f  Tennessee in September 
1998, where she majors in or­
namental horticulture. She has 
been collecting stamps since 
she was seven years old, and 
began studying parrots fiv e  

years ago. I was pleased to have an opportunity to judge 
her thematic exhibit Meet the Psitticines at VAPEX in 
Virginia Beach, VA in November 1997. She also spends 
time raising her three parrots, and gives freely o f her 
rime to work with children, teaching them about both 
stump collecting and her colotful birds. This has re­
sulted in her forming KIDSTAMP, an organization 
which promotes youth philately Isee page 58). — DLH

Annual General Meeting 1998

by Peter KAULBACK

The 1998 Annual general meeting was held in Boxbor- 
ough, MA on May 2 in conjunction with Philatelic
Show 98.

The four specific events that took place over the show 
weekend, of interest to BCPSG members were the An­
nual dinner on the evening of May 1 at the convention 
hotel, the meeting of the Officers and Trustees at 9 a.m. 
on May 2, and the Annual General Meeting at 1:30 
p.m. on May 2 —  which was immediately followed by 
the Auction.

Annual Dinner

The dinner was attended by 34 people, of whom 22 
were members. Following the welcome and introduction 
by Rob Wynstra, President, a most enjoyable meal was 
served and there was an opportunity for those present to 
both renew old friendships and develop new ones. After 
dinner a number of members reconvened in the Hospi­
tality Suite to continue philatelic discussions and view 
auction lots into the early hours.
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Officers and Trustees Meeting

This meeting, held in the hospitality suite, was chaired 
by Rob Wynstra and attended by Peter McCann, Dan 
Walker, Ed Waterous, David Herendeen, Michel 
Forand and Peter Kaulback. A number of administra­
tive issues were discussed, a summary of which is pro­
vided below.

• Discussion on the issue of outstanding accounts from 
the annual auction, and how to ensure prompt and 
complete payment of amounts due by members.

• Location of the 2001 Meeting. Invitations were re­
ceived from Texpex in Dallas (April), and from Chi­
cago (November). Decision made to go to Dallas, 
principally due to the timing, however Chicago would 
be an easier meeting to organise due to the number of 
members in the area.

• Location of the 2002 Meeting. The decision was made 
to have another meeting in the Islands, and it was agreed 
that we would examine the opportunities of meeting in 
Tortola in the late spnng or early summer.

•  Discussion on the Financial Statement provided by the 
Treasurer, Barry Friedman. It was agreed that there 
is no current requirement for an increase in member­
ship dues, however our Life membership fees will 
increase effective in 1999.

• Discussion on the publication program, and the possi­
ble opportunities for the BCPSG to coordinate with 
others in the publication of pertinent monographs and 
books.

•  Reintroduction of the Best Article award; it was 
agreed to reintroduce the Stan Dumin Award, which 
has not been awarded for a number of years, for the 
best article printed in the Journal. Details are to be 
developed and will be communicated to the member­
ship.

• Discussion on advertising in the Journal, and the re­
ceipt of revenues. There was extensive discussion on 
the co-ordination required between the Editor, the 
Advertising Manager and the Treasurer. A revised 
process will be developed and instituted.

• Discussion on the management of the Mailing List, 
it’s updating, and the provision of copies under certain 
controlled circumstances.

• Discussion on the updating of our Membership Direc­
tory, and the logistics involved. Peter Kaulback will 
follow up on this with Dr. Russ Skavaril

• Discussion on the possibility of involving an outside 
party in the distribution of our publications in order to 
get a wider exposure and increased revenues. Various 
options are being examined under the leadership of 
Michel Forand and the results will be communicated 
to the members at a future date.

• Discussion on the possibility of increasing the infor­
mation on the very successful Webpage, perhaps in­
cluding the Library list.

It should be noted that the Officers and Trustees meeting 
is open to all members and members are invited to at­
tend these meetings to provide their input to the items 
discussed.

General Meeting and Auction

The Annual General Meeting was held on Saturday. 
May 2, in the convention hotel, and was attended by 19 
members and 3 guests. The President made the intro­
ductory comments and welcomed those present. He 
spoke about the dinner the previous evening and specifi­
cally thanked John Puzine for all his stalwart work in 
organising such a successful evening.

The business agenda included the following items:

• Future meetings. The 1999 Meeting will be held in 
conjunction with the Sarasota National Stamp Exhi­
bition in Sarasota FL, February 5-7 1999. The 2000 
Meeting will be in association with London 2000 in 
May. The show will be from Monday to the following 
Sunday. On the Saturday and Sunday prior to the show 
we are planning a two day joint meeting with our 
colleagues the British West Indies Study Circle. This 
will be held at the Bonnington Hotel. There will be a 
joint auction on the Saturday, followed by a social 
event. Our AGM will be held on the Sunday. There 
will be a bourse.

• Treasurer’s Report. In the absence of Barry Fried­
man the report was distributed by Rob Wynstra for 
discussion. No general fee increase is recommended, 
however Life membership dues will be increased. 
There was discussion on the Addiss Fund and it was 
noted that even though we have used funds to assist in 
the publication of certain documents, the Fund has
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grown in size due to the interest received. Please see 
page 67 for the Financial Statements.

• Officers and trustees meeting. At the request of the 
President, Peter Kaulback gave a report on the prin­
cipal items that were discussed at the meeting.

• Secretary’s Report. Peter Kaulback presented the 
Secretary’s Report. Please see page 58 for details.

• Editor’s Report. David Herendeen presented the Edi­
tor’s Report. David thanked all those that had assisted 
him with the transition to this position, especially 
Michel Forand and Barry Friedman, and also 
thanked Tim Twedell for being his first major con­
tributor of an article for the Journal. David noted that 
he hopes to exhibit the Journal at London 2000. There 
was extensive discussion on the application of tech­
nology to the production of the Journal. Rob Wynstra 
noted that all members have knowledge that can jus­
tifiably find a place in the Journal, and encouraged all 
members to contribute.

• There was a brief discussion on the health of our friend 
and past president, Col. Fred Seifert. All members 
present expressed their wishes that Fred would have a 
speedy recovery to good health.

• Awards. The Awards Chairman, Paul Larsen, pre­
sented two awards to members for their contribution 
to the Group:

-  first, to Bill Charles Compel, previous Auction Man­
ager, and

-  secondly, to Michel Forand, previous Editor.

Bill Charles was not present to receive his award, so it 
was entrusted to John Puzine who will shortly be see­
ing him at a meeting of the Bermuda Collectors.

Rob Wynstra noted the importance of the contribution 
of both these persons in their previous positions, and 
especially the great success that we have achieved in 
exhibiting the Journal, testament to the skill and hard 
work of Michel.

Following the business aspects of the meeting those pre­
sent were treated to a very fine presentation by Paul 
Larsen on Leeward Islands Postal Stationery. Paul’s 
slide presentation showed numerous items from his ex­
tensive collection, with interesting uses of cards, wrap­
pers, registered envelopes and envelopes, including lots

of archival material. Paul skilfully presented his topic in 
a most interesting manner, and the show was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all - including the ’teaser’ slides from his 
recent trip to Antarctica!

At the conclusion of the Annual General Meeting the 
BCPSG Auction was held, conducted by the Auction 
Manager Ed Waterous. assisted by Duane Larson and 
Peter Kaulback.

Members present for the Dinner or the AGM included: 
Chris Anstead, Bill Ashley, Tom Bansak, Cyril Bell, 
Bradley Brunsell, M arge Doran, Roger Downing, 
Michel Forand, Frank Haller, David Herendeen, Peter 
Kaulback. Ed Kelly, Paul Larsen, Duane Larson, Rich­
ard Maisel, Peter McCann, Michael Mead, Everett 
Parker, John Puzine, Ben Ramkissoon, Rob Schneider, 
Ann Triggle, Tim Tweddell, Dan Walker, Ed Waterous, 
and last, but certainly not least, Rob Wynstra.

Please accept my apologies if I have inadvertently omit­
ted anyone , or made any other errors.

D. Scott Gallagher, 1922-1998

David Scott Gallagher, known as Scott to his many 
friends, died March 31, 1998 in Cincinnati. He was 75.

Scott was a member of the BCPSG for many years, and 
served as the Group Leader for the British Post Offices 
in fhaerto Rico. At his death he had many stamp affili­
ations. and he was a trustee of the Philatelic Foundation.

Bom and raised in West Orange, NJ, he started collect­
ing stamps as a child and his passion for philately never 
ebbed. He became interested in covers in the 1930s 
when he was able to visit the store of A. C. Roessler, the 
pioneer cover dealer. He collected covers for more than 
sixty years and had a wide range of interests including 
the Confederacy and the Caribbean, especially Puerto 
Rico.

He graduated from Stevens Institute of Technology and 
was trained in both mechanical and electrical engineer­
ing. At the time of his death, he was the chairman of the 
board of Henry P. Thompson Co. A firm he joined in the 
1950s and subsequently purchased.

In addition to stamp collecting, he enjoyed fine art, golf, 
gardening, and fishing. He was also a connoisseur of
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fine food and wine. For much of his life he was a canoe­
ist at the highest levels having won many races includ­
ing a national championship. He also served as the 
coach of the U.S. national canoe team. His love of water 
activities led him to becoming active in environmental 
causes.

His iconoclastic approach to life was also refflected in 
his wonderful, broad-based exhibits of Mails o f the Car­
ibbean and Puerto Rico. Gold medal exhibits both, they 
always raised many questions and comments from 
judges and viewers alike. When asked why he didn’t 
change them to fit the judges "guidelines," Scott always 
replied that they were his exhibits, and he would do 
them as he pleased! Scott was an absolutely unique per­
son and collector, and he will be greatly missed.

He is survived by his wife, Shirley Bieler Gallagher; a 
daughter Rachel; and a son Paul. Shirley is well-known 
in philatelic circles for her gold-medal winning collec­
tion of Tahitian postal history.

Dr. Peter P McCann

Richard Maisel Wins 
1998 Cameron Award

by David L. HERENDEEN

Richard Maisel. of New York, NY, won the 1998 
Cameron Award for his exhibit Cayman Islands: The 
Traditional Era 1901-1934. Richard is a professor of 
statistics at New York University.

As is often the case, he collected stamps in his youth 
and then he abandoned the hobby until 1992. While he 
and his wife Helena were on holiday in the Cayman 
Islands, he decided to buy some stamps for a collector 
friend. He also decided to buy some of the attractive 
new issues for himself. From this modest beginning, he 
launched a very serious collecting career. For his next 
birthday, Helena bought him a small Cayman Islands 
collection, and that was it — he was hooked. He quickly 
became interested in the Edward keyplates of the em­
pire, but retained a special interest in the Caymans. He 
began exhibiting the keyplates in 1996, and won several 
national gold medals. This exhibit will be exhibited in­
ternationally for the first time in October at ILSAPEX 
in South Africa.

shown in the Champion of Champions class at STAMP- 
SHOW 98 which will be held in Santa Clara, CA in 
August. Attending members should be sure to see this 
wonderful exhibit.

The exhibit, which spans the reigns of Victoria, Edward 
VII and George V, has four sections: an overview of the 
keyplates; the keyplate specimen overprints; the one far­
thing stamp, postal stationery and rural post; and the 
transitional series.

He shows a comprehensive range of stamps including 
much of the available De La Rue archival material. Us­
ages are represented by covers demonstrating different 
and elusive rates including a registered insured rate, a 
local printed matter rate, and a parcel post rate.

His display of 1907-08 provisional overprints is excep­
tional. Included are a block of four with an inverted Id 
on 5s (SG 19), pairs showing one stamp with double 
surcharge for all three handstamped provisionals (SG 
18, 19 and 35). and two of the four recorded covers 
showing the 2 '/3d on 4d surcharge (SG35).

He shows a wide range of Farthing stamps and has done 
detailed research on it. (See "The Cayman Islands Far­
thing Stamp o f 1908: The Eight Design Variations," 
BCJP. Vol. 37. No. 3, September 1997. ) He shows a wide 
range of postal stationery with many rare commercial 
usages.

The section on specimen overprints is incredible. It not 
only shows the UPU distributed specimens, including 
varieties of the SPECIMEN overprint, but also sets of 
specimens created by different postal archives. The lat­
ter include the ULTRAMAR overprints used in some 
Portuguese colonies, and the Madagascar specimens 
shown on the original accounting sheets.

Anyone interested in Caribbean philately and traditional 
exhibiting should take any opportunity to study this 
magnificent exhibit.

MAKE YOUR PLANS 
FOR SARASOTA NOW!

Come to Sunny Florida 
Don’t Miss Out on the Fun!!

Richard not only won our Cameron Award, but also the 
Grand Award. The Grand qualifies his exhibit to be
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Congratulations to Michel for a job well done!!

M ichel Forand receiving a special award for his 
seven years as editor of the BCPJ from Awards 
Chairman, Paul Larsen.

The 1998 Cameron Award winner, as well as 
the Philatelic Show 98 Grand Award winner. 
Richard Maisel at the frames. We all look 
forward to seeing his exhibit again at Stamp- 
show where it will compete for the Champion 
of Champions title.

Duane Larson having his Gold Medal 
prize, the book The Postal History of 
the Cayman Islands, autographed by its 
co-author Dr. Peter M cCann.

All awards were philatelic literature — 
what a great idea!



48 June 1998, W/N 187 (Vol. 38, No. 2) British Caribbean Philatelic Journal

Spotlight on BCPSG Exhibitors

by David L. HERENDEEN

The 14 member exhibits at Philatelic Show 98 resulted 
in one of the most impressive showings of Caribbean 
philatelic material in recent history. The exhibits shown 
have garnered dozens of national gold medals, many 
international Gold medals, and no fewer than six(!) in­
ternational Large Gold medals. Additionally, we were 
privileged to have Dan Walker’s Grenada exhibit which 
won the prestigious 1996 Champion of Champions 
award as the best exhibit in the United States!

Two of our esteemed colleagues. Dr. Peter McCann and 
Ann Triggle, served on the jury. Their exhibits, along 
with those of Dan Walker and Dr. Ben Ramkissoon 
were shown in the Court of Honor. Other jury members 
included Ron Lesher (Chairperson), Steve Suffet. and 
Pat Walker.

Court of Honor

Dr. Peter P. McCann 
Turks and Caicos Islands Postal History

Peter, a Vice President of the APS and a well-known 
figure at stamps shows, is from Annapolis, MD. As a 
member of the jury, his exhibit was shown in the Court 
of Honor. His comprehensive treatment of these small 
islands begins with the earliest mail out of Turks Island 
(1810), and continues with all of the Turks postal mark­
ings including a Crowned Circle and "Turks Island Ship 
Mail." He then shows all of the known Turks stamps 
bisected on cover and the only three known covers with 
the overprinted provisional issue. The exhibit continues 
through the World War II period with a definitive showing 
of the Turks and Caicos censor handstamps and labels. 
First shown in 1986. this exhibit has won three national 
Grand Awards and an international Large Vermeil.

Dr. Reuben Ramkissoon 
Trinidad 1802-1906

Ben, of Chicago, IL, is a well-known exhibitor whose 
Trinidad has won four international Large Gold medals 
and is still shown in the Championship class. It presents 
a comprehensive study of the development of the Trini­
dad post before, and during, the period of British con­

trol. This is shown through ship and packet letters, rates 
and routings, and the various handstamps used during 
this period. The introduction of the first adhesive used in 
the British Empire —  The Lady McLeod — is followed 
into the establishment of the Inland Post. Its develop­
ment is covered during the first 50 years by covers, 
postal markings and handstamps, as well as the various 
stamps printed by Perkins, Bacon and De La Rue. All of 
the major varieties are shown, concluding with the miss­
ing value tablet of the 1906 red One Penny issue of 
Trinidad. Ben has spent 30 years of his life developing 
this exhibit, which has won four international Large 
Gold medals and has been shown in the Championship 
class.

Ann Triggle
British Guiana Postal Stationery

Ann. of Clarance NY, was also a member of the jury. 
She has a wide variety of collecting interests and has 
several exhibits including Irish postal history and the 
postal history of Muscat.

She has been working on this exhibit for only four 
years, and it won its first Gold medal recently. The ex­
hibit shows British Guiana stationery in a traditional 
format in seven frames. It covers the postal cards, regis­
tered envelopes, wrappers, embossed envelopes, and air 
letters from 1879 until 1953. Shown are shade studies, 
overprint positions on the 1892 postal cards, and vanous 
die types. Also shown are many scarce commercial us­
ages. We shall all look forward to the continued devel­
opment of this exhibit.

W. Danforth Walker 
Grenada 1752-1911

Dan, of Lisbon, MD, is known as Mr. Insurance to many 
in the collecting and exhibiting fraternity. There is little 
more that can be said about his Grenada Exhibit. It is 
the greatest assemblage of this material ever unified in a 
single exhibit. Winner of numerous national Grand 
Awards, the exhibit has also won two international 
Large Gold medals, and, in 1996 it won the Champion 
of Champions award as the best exhibit in the US. The 
club heartily thanks Dan for showing his wonderful ma­
terial in the Court of Honor.
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Caribbean Exhibits

Roger Downing
Virgin Islands Early Varieties and Flaws 

1866-1889

Silver; BCPSG Silver

Roger is one of our three exhibitors from Tortola, BVI. 
It was a great pleasure for many of us to meet him for 
the first time.

Roger’s exhibit is under development and is now two 
frames. His earlier one frame exhibit of the first issue 
had won a Gold medal at Ameristamp Expo. He shows 
the many different plate varieties of the "Virgin" issues 
of 1866 and 1889. This includes a large number of va­
rieties that are previously unrecorded. This is a great 
start to a comprehensive showing of these beautiful 
stamps. We hope that Roger continues adding to it and 
making new discoveries.

Paul Larsen
Leeward Islands 1890-1902

Vermeil; AAPE First Award of Honor

Paul, of Oak Park. IL. is a long-time exhibitor and na­
tionally accredited judge. During the 1980s. Paul had a 
Gold medal exhibit of Leeward Islands that was sub­
sequently canabalized to build his Grand Award winning 
Leeward Islands Postal Stationery exhibit. He is now 
working toward restoring — and improving — the 
original traditional exhibit.

The exihibit. currently shown in three frames, covers the 
Queen Victoria era. All of the stamps are shown, as is a 
full range of archival material inclusing proofs and es­
says. A comprehensive assortment of usages is pre­
sented including the very rare seapost manuscript 
cancels. We most certainly look forward to seeing the 
full exhibit built over the coming years.

Duane Larson
Jamaica - Transatlantic Mail

Vermeil; BCPSG Vermeil

Duane, from Homewood, IL, has been working on this 
exhibit for nearly four years. This is the first time it has 
been shown nationally.

His five frames present a study of the pre-adhesive cov­
ers mailed from Jamaica to, or through, England from

1758 to 1864. Shown are a variety of straight-line JA­
MAICA handstamps and early cancelations. For most 
covers, routes are shown and rates are analyzed in detail. 
Usages include: paid and unpaid packet letters; ship let­
ters; prepaid letters; and privately carried transatlantic 
covers. Different rates are shown, including large letters 
up to quadruple weight.

Richard Maisel
Cayman Islands: The Traditional Era 1901-1934

Gold; BCPSG Gold
BCPSG Cameron Award 

Philatelic Show Grand Award

See page 46 for a special article about Mr. Maisel’s 
exhibit.

Dr. Georgio Migliavacca 
British Virgin Islands:

Underwater Life Definitive 1979-1985

Silver; BCPSG Silver

Giorgio, also one of our members from Tortola, has 
been the president BVI Philatelic Society since its in­
ception in 1985. He exhibits widely and has numerous 
collections. While many have a predominant Italian fla­
vor, he also collects the Caribbean area and Iran.

This exhibit, shown for the first time, is one of the most 
difficult to do — a modern issue. He has selected the 
Underwater Life definitive series first issued in 1979. 
Included are the 17 original values, the 1982 reprints on 
chalky paper, unique multiples of the 25c inverted wa­
termark, and the 1985 series overprinted OFFICIAL. In 
addition to showing all of the unused stamps, numerous 
covers are presented illustrating the various rates. Over­
print varieties and use are examined in detail. The ex­
hibit closes with a set of OFFICIAL overprints in gold, 
a very rare series. Cheers to Giorgio was tackling a very 
difficult task and doing a fine job!

Dr. Reuben Ramkissoon 
Tobago 1772-1913

Gold; BCPSG Gold

Ben’s Tobago exhibit is organized very much like his 
Trinidad exhibit described earlier. This is a comprehen­
sive presentation of the development of the post before 
the establishment of a branch of the London post office 
in Scarborough. Early ship and packet letters include the 
earliest known letter, soldier's concessionary rate letter.
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unique French TOBAGO straight-line handstamp, as 
well as the other one- and two-line TOBAGO hand- 
stamps. The use of all of the fleuron handstamps and the 
various hand and CDS cancellations are illustrated. All 
of the stamps of Tobago are shown with many of the 
scarce and major varieties, overprints, manuscript re­
valuations and bisects on and off cover. The exhibit cov­
ers the short-lived inland posts, and concludes with the 
transition of the post of Tobago to Trinidad and Tobago.

Jo Warner
The Badges and Emblems of the Caribbean

Silver; BCPSG Silver;
AAPE Second Award of Honor

Jo is also one of our members from Tortola, BV1. She 
has recently begun exhibiting, and this is the first time 
this exhibit has been shown. This exhibit presents three 
frames of mint stamps and covers for all of the British 
Caribbean islands. The common thread is that all of the 
stamp designs show symbols of the colonies. Included 
are the Britannia issues of Trinidad and Tobago and a 
wide variety of colonial Badge and Seal designs.

The exhibit is a wonderful idea, and Jo is to be com­
mended for such an admirable first-time showing. 
Hopefully she will continue to develop and enlarge the 
exhibit. We look forward to seeing it again!

Rob Wynstra
Leeward Islands Village Mail 1734-1932

Gold; BCPSG Gold; Postal History Society Medal

Rob. from Urbana, IL, presents an exhibit that traces the 
development of the rural mail system in the Leeward 
Islands. It begins with a rare early letter headed at Eng­
lish Harbor, Antigua in 1734, and continues through the 
major postal reorganization of 1931-1932. Mail from 
the general post offices on the six large islands is ex­
cluded from this study. Special emphasis is placed on 
the wide variety of village postal markings. Rates, 
markings, periods of use, and numbers of recorded ex­
amples presented in this exhibit are based on a search of 
literature and archival material and on extensive surveys 
of members of the British West Indies Study Circle and 
the British Caribbean Philatelic .Study Group. The pres­
entation includes a number of items with fewer than five

known examples. A handful of presented items are be­
lieved to be unique. Except for the most elusive mark­
ings, examples are shown on cover.

This exhibit has won numerous gold medals in national 
competition, and Rob shares his knowledge through 
contributions to the BCPJ. (See March 1998, p. 8 and 
this issue, p. 59.)

Other Exhibits

David L. Herendeen 
Postage Dues of the British Empire 

and Commonwealth

Gold; APS Research Medal

Dave is from Torrance, CA. He has been exhibiting Brit­
ish Commonwealth postage due stamps since 1992. 
This exhibit has won many national and international 
awards, including a Gold medal at Singapore 95.

Although the exhibit covers all of the 53 British territo­
ries using postage dues, nearly two of his eight frames 
show British Caribbean material. Highlights include: 
one of two known copies of the Grenada 1891 essay 
using the design of Trinidad; rare tete-beche pairs and 
usages of the 1891 Grenada provisional overprints; a 
1932 Barbados Id bisect on cover; and many large die 
proofs and other material from the De La Rue archives 
relating to the postage due issues.

Paul Larsen
German Caroline Islands 1899-1914 

Gold

Paul is also a multi-faceted collector and exhibitor. In 
addition to his Caribbean collections and exhibits, he 
also shows Ubangi-Chari-Chad, German Togo, and this 
wonderful exhibit. Shown in five frames, it begins with 
a Spanish cover canceled "Islas Carolinas" in October 
1894. Rarities abound including two 1905 typhoon 
lOpf bisects on domestic post cards, the 1910 20pf verti­
cal bisect on cover and two of the provisional handstam- 
ped covers of July 1910. Included are 17 pages of 
cancellations including "TRUK SEAPOST" and "New 
Guinea."
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Jamaica: Temporary Adhesive Cancelling Measures, 1860-1886

by W. A. ATMORE

The temporary adhesive cancelling measures employed 
in Jamaica from 1860-1886 due to the loss of numerical 
obliterators have been little studied. This may be be a 
result of Foster’s rather demotivating comment:1

All post town dare stamps were intended to be struck 
on the letter leaving the adhesive to he cancelled by 
the numbered ohliterator provided. From time to 
time, certain offices lost or damaged their oblitera­
tors and cancelled the stamps with their daters. 
These items are o f little significance.

It is with the last sentence that I disagree. The emer­
gency use of a circular datestamp or other unusual 
marking as a direct result of the loss of or damage to an 
ohliterator — rather than attributable to laziness or some 
other aberration on the part of a local postmaster — 
forms part of the history of the office concerned and is 
therefore worthy of further study. It is these events, 
some well known, others less so, that are described in 
this article.

Over the past few years I have actively pursued all ex­
amples of such temporary measures, not least because 
this is perhaps the only way to build a representative 
CDS used collection of Jamaica’s early issues! Combin­
ing details of these discoveries with information from 
other sources has been a natural thing to do. By publish­
ing this article, it is hoped that others may be inspired to 
take a closer look at the odd items in their own collec­
tions.

The information that follows, presented chronologically 
and by office, represents my attempt at dividing the 
meaningful from the aberrant. For the scarcer usages, I 
have listed and numbered each individual item and have 
also included representative illustrations.

Use of Manuscript 36 at Dry Harbour, 1860-62

This is perhaps the most well known of the loss ofoblit- 
erator events. The rarity of the original A36 Type H 
ohliterator on Imperial stamps'" and the complete lack of 
specimens on the Pineapple issue, indicate that the oblit- 
erator was lost, mislaid or otherwise put out of action at 
some juncture during 1860.'

This was not the only mishap to befall the Dry Harbour 
office, however. Quite possibly concurrently with the 
loss of the ohliterator, the office also mislaid its Foster 
Type P8 datestamp Proof of this is the existence on 
cover of a previously unrecorded skeleton datestamp 
(Foster Type P7B?) of Dry Harbour dated 9 November 
I8 6 0 4

Thus, when Jamaica’s first stamps were issued on 23 
November 1860, Dry Harbour was bereft of any suitable 
cancelling instrument. Faced with this parlous situation, 
the postmaster at Dry Harbour introduced the practice of 
pen cancelling stamps with a manuscript "36." The four­
teen examples I have recorded are presented in Table 1, 
and three of these are illustrated in Figure 1. This prac­
tice remained in force until some time between Septem­
ber 1862 (see item 1.4 in the Table 1) and November 
1862,s at which time the replacement Type L ohliterator 
was put into use.

m

* c-ff- - ! 1 ■ ' C:'

1.4 1.8 1.10

Figure I. Examples o f  the Manuscript "36."

For obvious reasons, all manuscript 36 items should be 
treated with a certain degree of caution.

Use of the Foster Type P lla  Datestamp 
at Savanna-la-Mar, 1861-62

The various measures employed at Savanna-la-Mar fol­
lowing the loss of the A75 Type H ohliterator in early 
1861 were the topic of a previous article.6 Since then, 
several further items have come to light. All examples 
known to me are summarised in Table 2. Figure 2 illus­
trates items 2.4, 2.9 and 2.10 from the table.
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Table I. Census o f Stamps Cancelled with Manuscript 36

Item
Number

Face
Value Source Notes

1.1 Id Ref. 6 Also hears Kingston CDS

1.2 Id Ref 7 Also hears Kingston A01 at 7 o/c

1.3 Id Ref 7 Straight edge at left

1.4 Id Author Also bears Kingston CDS, 2SP62

1.5 Id ex Nicholson Pair

1.6 2d Ref 6 Also bears Kingston A01

1.7 2d Ref 7

Item
Number

Face
Value Source Notes

—
1.8 2d Author

1.9 4d Ref 7 Straight edge at left

1.10 4d Author Also bears Kingston A01 at 8 o/c

1.11 6d Ref 6 Also bears unidentifiable CDS

1.12 6d Ref. 7 Straight edge at left

1.13 6d M. Hamilton Small part CDS at left

1.14 Ref 6 Unidentifiable— ■ ------- -

Table 2. Use o f  Foster Type PI la  Datestamps at Savanna-la-Mar, 1861-62

Item
Number

Face
Value Date Source Notes

2.1 Id 20JU61 Ref. 9

2.2 4d10 4A P61 Robson Lowe (2 April 1974. Lot 374)

2.3 4d 17JU61

2.4 4d 20JU 61 Author ex V.N.F. Surtees

2.5 4d 16SP61 M. Hamilton Pair (ex Ashley Clerk/Pinchess)

2.6 4d 60C62 Latest known date. B.W.I. Auctions (1 November 1988. Lot 620)

2.7 6d 7MR6I Ref. 7 Earliest known date

2.8 6d 23AU61 M. Hamilton On cover to London

2.9 6d 7SP61 Ref. 9 Pair on cover to Liverpool

2.10 6d 230C6I Author On cover to London

2.11 6d 77JU62 Ref. 7 No day slugs inserted

2.12 6d 77JY62 Ref. 7 No day slugs inserted, facing 9 o/c

2.13 6d 77JY62 Author No day slugs inserted, facing 6 o/c

2.14 6d 23JY62 Ref. 7

2.15 6d 4AU62

2.16 6d 7AU62 Robson Lowe (2 April 1974, Lot 375)

2.17 6d 21AU62 Author

2.18 6d 22SP62

2.19 6d 23SP62 Ref. 7

2.20 6d 770C62 M. Hamilton

2.21 Is10 1861 Robson Lowe (2 April 1974, Lot 375)

2.22 Is 3IJY62 M. Hamilton

Note: The earliest recorded date of the replacement A75 Type L obliterator at this office is 23 November 1862.
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Redistribution of Obliterators, October 1862

The 1860-62 period saw the closure of several smaller 
post offices (Ewarton. Little River and Montpelier) and 
the opening of new offices at Malvern and Newport. 
Rather than simply transfer two of the obliterators from 
the closed offices to the newly opened ones, the King­
ston G.RO. undertook (for the first and only time) a 
scheme designed to retain the alphabetical integrity of 
the obliterator distribution.

Nineteen offices were instructed to return their oblitera­
tors to Kingston during the last fortnight of October 
1862. These were:

Falmouth Goshen Lilliput Mile Gully

Flint River Grange Hill Lucea Moneague

Gayle Green Island Manehioneal Monlego Bay

Gordon Spring Highgate Mandeville Morant Bay

Gordon Town Hope Bay May Hill

The obliterators from these offices, combined with the 
A38 from Ewarton and the A50 from Little River, were 
then re-distributed in such a manner as to include the 
new offices, alphabetically, within the numbering plan.

During the last two weeks of October 1862, therefore, 
all of the above named offices were left without the use 
of an obliterator. In this situation, many —  if not all — 
resorted to the use of their datestamps to cancel the 
adhesives on letters posted during this period.

Given the very short period of use, all such items are 
very scarce. It is possible that specimens exist from all 
nineteen offices affected by the obliterator redistribu­
tion. However, Foster11 only records examples from the 
seven shown in the following table:

Office Datestamp Used 
(Foster TvDe)

Date
Period of Use

Gayle P8 ??OC62
Golden Spring P5 240C62

Lilliput P9 230C62
Manehioneal P l l 240C62
Mile Gully P9 16-240C62

Montego Bay PI la 23-270C62
Morant Bav P2a 240C62

Unfortunately, none of these items are illustrated in Fos­
ter’s work, nor are details of the stamp denominations 
given To this list, I can add the examples shown in 
Table 3. The denomination and, where known, the ori­
entation of the datestamp are also included. Figure 3 
illustrates two of these.

* - 3'S ]-.■M
. . . . . . . . . . . .

rkgr
;

3.6 3.9

Figure 3. Redistributed Obliterators
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Tabic 3. CDS Usage During Redistribution o f Obliterators, October 1862

Item
Number Office Datestamp Used Date Source

3.1 G o sh en F o s te r  T y p e  P I 1 1 7 0 C 6 2 ; Id ; 6  o/c M . H a m ilto n ; 15 July 1992; L o t 1229

3.2

F a lm o u th F o s te r  T y p e  P lO c

2 7 0 C 6 2 ; 2d ; 12 o /c M . H a m ilto n ; 28  M ay 1992; L ot 375

3.3 2 3 0 C 6 2 ;  Id ; 7 o /c M . H a m ilto n ; 28  M ay 1992; L o t 375

3.4 2 3 0 C 6 2 ;  Id ; 1 o/e A u th o r

3.5 2 3 0 C 6 2 ;  Id : 10 o/e M . H am ilto n

3.6 2 3 0 C 6 2 ;  6d ; 9  o/e A u th o r

3.7 2 8 0 C 6 2 :  Id : 1 1 o/e M . H a m ilto n ; 28  M ay 1992; L o t 375

3.8 L u cca F o s te r  T y p e  P6 2 3 0 C 6 2 ;  6 d ; 5 o/e M . H a m ilto n ; 22  A pril 1992: L o t 441

3.9 M an ch io n ea l F o s te r  T y p e  P I 1 2 7 0 C 6 2 ;  2d ; 7 o/e A u th o r

Use o f  the Foster Type P9 Datestamp 
at Mile Gully, 1863-65 and 1883-86

Examples of the use of the Mile Gully P9 datestamp as 
an adhesive canceller are by no means rare. I have re­
corded no fewer than 49 examples and there are doubt­
less many more. Given this frequency, one can be 
forgiven the first impression that the Mile Gully post­
master was less inclined to follow regulations than many 
of his contemporaries. However, upon closer inspection, 
and with one solitary exception (best left classified as an 
honest mistake), two distinct patterns emerge as shown 
in Table 4. Three examples are illustrated in Figure 4.

*  r l

Figure 4. Use o f the Foster Type 9 Datestamp at 
Mile Gully, 1863-75 and 1883-86

The earliest period of use, 1863 to late 1865, is readily 
explainable. During the re-distribution of obliterators in 
October 1862, the Mile Gully office relinquished its 
A55 obi iterator and awaited the arrival of the replace­
ment A54 (ex of May Hill). It now seems certain that the 
A54 (Type H) obliterator never arrived; it was either 
temporarily mislaid in transit or at May Hill, or the May 
Hill postmaster ignored or misunderstood the G.P.O. in­
structions. This assertion is supported by the existence 
of a cover from May Hill, dated 3rd August 1871, which 
clearly shows the use of the A54 (Type H) obliterator at 
that office.6

With no other alternative, the postmaster at Mile Gully 
simply continued the practice of cancelling stamps with 
his P9 datestamp. This did not escape the notice of the 
G.P.O. in Kingston and a replacement A54 (Type J) was 
eventually requisitioned during 1865 (per Nicholson'").

The possible cause of the later period. 1883 to mid 
1886, is less clear. I am not aware of any dated copies of 
the A54 (Type J) obliterator, so it is by no means certain 
when this instrument fell out of use. What is clear, how­
ever, is that the new "squared circle" combined dates­
tamp and obliterator was in use in early 1886 (the 
current EKD is 17th March 1886 according to Potter1 ’). 
It is plausible that the A54 (Type J) obliterator was lost 
or damaged in 1882 or early 1883 requiring the re-intro- 
duction of the P9 datestamp as an adhesive canceller 
during the 1883 to 1886 period. Only the discovery of 
further dated pieces bearing the A54 (Type J) obliterator 
will help confirm or refute this proposition.

Use o f  the Foster Type PI 1 Datestamp 
at Falmouth, 1881

Another relatively common example of the irregular use 
of a datestamp as an adhesive canceller is the use of the 
PI 1 datestamp at Falmouth between March and August 
1881.14 of which I have recorded fouteen examples, two 
of which are shown in Figure 5. The following table 
summarizes the known examples.

Value Date(s)___________________________
l /2 d C A  5 A U 8 1

Id  C A  2 3 M R 8 I ;  1JU 81; 8 JU 8 1 ,7 7 JU 8 1 ; 7 A U 8 I

2d  C A  2 M Y 8 1  (s trip  6 ); 13JU81 (s tr ip  3 ); 15JY81

3d C A  5JY 81

4d  C A  7 M Y 8 1; 7 J U 8 1; 2 3 J U 8 1; 2 8 J Y 8 1



British Caribbean Philatelic Journal June 7998, W/N 187 (Vol. 38, No. 2) 55

Table 4. Use o f  the Foster P9 Datestamp at Mile Gully, 1863-65 and 1883-86

Year Date Water
mark Face Value

1863

8 JA 6 3

P in e

6d

6 F E 6 3 Id

9 M R 6 3 6d

7 A U 6 3 6d  (pa ir)

2 3 ??6 3 Id

1864

10JU 64

P in e

2d

8 JY 6 4 Id

2 3 A U 6 4 6d

2 4 0 C 6 4 4d

8 N 0 6 4 2d

1865

7 JU 6 5

P in e

3d

8 JU 6 5 3d

6 JY 6 5 2d

8S P 6 5 6d

19SP65 2d

2 4 0 C 6 5 Is

2 4 N 0 6 5 6d

9 7 Y 65 2d

1878 9 JA 7 8 CC 4d

1883

5 F E 8 3

c c

2d

19M R 83 V2d

9 A P 8 3 Id

16A P83 Id

7 M Y 8 3 Id

15JU 83 V2d

Year Date Water
mark Face Value

2 3 JU 8 3 2d (p a ir)

2 7 JU 8 3 2d

8 JY 8 3 Id

2 3 JY 8 3 C C V2d (p a ir)

2 3 JY 8 3 4d

1883 2 7 JU 8 3 Id
(C o n tin u e d )

1 A U 8 3 2d

1 S P 8 3 V2d

7 S P 8 3 C A 4d

1 0 S P 8 3 Id  (p a ir)

2 9 0 C 8 3
C C

Id  (p a ir)

2 8 N 0 8 3 V2d

1 9 D E 8 3 Id

1 1 F E 84 6d

1 3 F E 8 4
C C V2d (p a ir)

1884 2 5 F E 8 4 2d

3 0 JU 8 4 2d

7 S P 8 4
C A

2d

1 5 S P 8 4 4 d

3 0 JA 8 5 Id

1885 2 1 JU 8 5 C C 2d

2 9 A U 8 5 V2d

2 4 J U 8 6
C A

2d  (s la te )

1886 1 JY 8 6 V2d
Note: Years plugs noi clear, both could be 1885

Table 5. Other Post Offices Using Two Obliterators After I860

Office First Obliterator Second Obliterator Approximate Date 
of Change12

A n n o tto  B ay A 2 8  T y p e  H A 2 8 T y p e  M c irc a  1876

D uncans A 3 7  T y p e  H B T y p e  P c irc a  1880

L aeo v ia E 3 0  T v p e  K A 6 4  T y p e  H c irc a  1891

M a n d e v ille /M a y  H ill A 5 3  T y p e  H  (V ers io n  1) A 5 3  T y p e  H  (V ersio n  2 ) c irc a  1 8 6 3 16

M ilk R iv e r A  T y p e  P 201 T y p e  O c irc a  1875

M o n teao  B ay A 5 6  T y p e  H A 5 6 T y p e  K c irc a  1876

O cho R io s A 6 0  T y p e  H A 6 0  T y p e  M c irc a  1876

R ich m o n d A 7 9  T y p e  H A 7 9  T y p e  J c irc a  1865

S pan ish  T o w n A 7 6  T y p e  H A 7 6  T y p e  0 c irc a  1874
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Figure 5. Use o f the Foster Type PI / 
Datestamp at Falmouth

According to Nicholson, the Falmouth office changed 
from the A38 Type H obliterator to the A38 Type N 
obliterator "about 1880", presumably due to the loss of. 
or damage to, the original instrument. With this in mind 
and given the quantity and well defined date range of 
the PI l examples, I think it is reasonable to suggest that 
the PI l was employed during the period between the 
loss of the original obliterator and the arrival of it’s 
replacement.1 ?

Other possible candidates

-  A Crown CC Id cancelled with the Foster Type PI 1 b 
datestamp of Spanish Town, dated 5JY75

In addition. Foster records the use of the rare Type PI 3 
datestamp at Lacovia between 3 September 1888 and 9 
December 1891. I have not seen any examples of this 
instrument (Foster states that three are known) so I am 
unable to determine whether the P I3 datestamp was 
used as an adhesive canceller or in conjunction with an 
obliterator.

Conclusion

This article has been based upon items from my own 
collection combined with information drawn from read­
ily available sources. As such, it is almost certainly far 
from complete, but hopefully will provide a good plat­
form for the further study of this interesting area of 
Jamaican postal history. I would be most interested in 
hearing from any fellow collectors able to correct or add 
to the intormation presented.

There is one common factor linking all of these exam­
ples of the irregular use of manuscript marks or dates- 
tamps for adhesive cancelling purposes. All have 
occurred due to the loss of or damage to obliterators and 
have a lifespan equivalent to the period between the loss 
and the arrival of a suitable replacement.

In addition to Dry Harbour, Savanna-la-Mar, Mile Gully 
and Falmouth (and excluding those offices which closed 
only to subsequently re-open with a different oblitera­
tor), nine other post offices are known to have utilised 
two obliterators in the years after 1860. These are enu­
merated in Table 5.

It is possible that emergency cancelling measures of 
some description may have been used at any or all of 
these offices in the period between the withdrawal from 
service of the first obliterator (due to loss, damage or 
other cause) and the introduction of the second. To date. 
I have come across three potential candidates. However, 
as they are all. at present, single examples they must 
remain in the "aberrant" category for the time being 
until such time as their status can be determined. The 
three are:

-  A Crown CC 2d pen cancelled 37 (for A37?) and with 
apart London/Registered mark of (possibly) DE761"

-  A Pineapple Id cancelled with the Foster Type PI 1 
datestamp of Montego Bay, dated 13DE7?
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Some Recent New Issues

Antigua and Barbuda. Feb. 19, 1998. Set of six Un­
dersea Life stamps; 75$, 900, $1.00, $1.20, $1.50 and 
$1.75. Also two panes of six se-tenant designs have val­
ues of $1.65. April 20, 1998. Set of eight stamps show­
ing Lighthouses of the World; 450, 650, 750, 900, $1.00, 
$1.20, $1.65 and $1.75. Also a souvenir sheet with a 
$6.00 stamp.

Bermuda. Mar. 31, 1998. Princess Diana. Souvenir 
sheet with four se-tenant stamps showing photos of the 
Princess; values 300, 400, 650, and 900.

Cayman Islands. Mar. 31, 1998. Princess Diana. Sou­
venir sheet with four se-tenant stamps showing photos 
of the Princess; values 100. 200, 400, and $1.00. Apr. 1, 
1998. Set of four stamps for 80th Anniversary of the

Royal Air Force; 100, 200, 250, and 300. Also a souve­
nir sheet with four stamps having values 400, 600, 800, 
and $ 1.00.

Dominica. 1998. Set of 16 Fish definitives; 50, 100, 
150, 200, 250, 350, 450, 550, 600, 650, 900, $1.00, 
$1.20, $1.45, $2.00 and $5.00.

St. Kitts. Mar. 31, 1998. Princess Diana. Souvenir sheet 
with four se-tenant $ 1.60 stamps showing photos of the 
Princess.

T\irks & Caicos. Apr. 1998. Set of five stamps showing 
photos from the First World Open Underwater Photo­
graphic Competition. Values 200, 500, 800, $1.00, and 
$ 1.20. Also two souvenir sheets, each showing a differ­
ent $2.00 stamp.
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KIDSTAMP —
Helping Young Collectors

Nicole Pendleton (see article on page 42) has been ac­
tively involved in promoting youth philately for almost 
five years. While still a junior herself, she formed KID- 
STAMP in 1994. This organization is committed to pro­
viding stamps and information to young collectors.

Youngsters "join” KIDSTAMP simply by completing a 
survey about their collecting habits, interests, and opin­
ions. By including an SASE when they return their sur­
vey. they receive a free packet of stamps and an 
invitation to participate in stamp challenges which give 
them an opportunity to get more free stamps. Young 
collectors also get free stamps on their birthday and for 
the holiday season in December. By the end of 1997, 
KIDSTAMP:

-  Had 225 members across the country.

-  Processed an average of 25 requests per week.

-  Sent an average of 20 birthday packets a month.

-  Participated in five stamp shows.

-  Answered more than 70 questions for juniors.

-  Sent 57 starter packets to youth clubs. These packets 
include: stamps, hinges, glassines, information, arti­
cles. and other available items.

-  Has begun work on an Internet site.

Many of us believe that the cultivation of juniors is im­
portant to the well-being of the hobby, and this organi­
zation deserves our attention! KIDSTAMP is supported 
by contributions, primarily by APS members. These 
kind members have donated thousands of stamps and 
many supplies. Nicole has recently recruited help for 
this wonderful endeavor. It is an ideal opportunity for 
retired philatelists to give back to the hobby we all love 
so much.

Those interested in contacting Nicole, or in donating to 
this worthy cause, may contact her by writing:

Nicole Pendleton 
KIDSTAMP 
P.O. Box 948 

Lenoir City, TN 37771

Secretary’s Report

B y  P e te r  K A U L B A C K

This has been a busy year with a large number of inter­
ested persons seeking information on the group, and a 
high number of applicants for membership. We have had 
39 new members join as a result of our membership 
drive. Over the last four issues of the Journal we have 
introduced 74 new applicants for membership to the 
current members. No applicants have been refused 
membership. In this same period we have had a small 
number of resignations or deaths, eight in total.

Below is a breakdown of our current membership:

Annual Members 397
Life Members 72
Total membership 469

Our membership by country is:

U SA 2 6 9

U n ited  K in g d o m 104

C an ad a 33

A u stra lia 10

S o u th  A frica 7

B arb ad o s 6

B erm u d a 5

B ah am as. B rit. V irg in  Is.. Jam a ica . S w itz e r la n d 4

T rin id ad  and T o b a g o 3

C ay m an  Is lan d s. J a p a n 1

A n g u illa . B elize . D e n m a rk , F ran ce . G e rm a n y , 
H o n g  K ong . I re la n d . N ew  Z ea lan d . N o rw a y . 
P an am a. St. L u c ia . S w ed en

1

It will be noted that 579c of our members reside in the 
USA, 229f in the UK, 7% in Canada, and the remaining 
149f are spread over 23 other countries.

With the assistance of all members promoting the group, 
we can undoubtedly increase our membership to that 
elusive figure of 500 that past president Jay Fredrick 
aspired to attain. Let us all see if we can introduce some 
new members to the Group this year, and see if we can 
reach this figure within the next year or so.
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More Updates on British Virgin Islands Village Offices

By Rob W y n st r a

Although population totals were published recently in 
the BCPJ for all the presidencies of the Leeward Is­
lands, the British Virgin Islands was one for which no 
population information was available for individual vil­
lages. Even though its total population was the smallest 
in the Leeward Islands Federation, this presidency cov­
ered a rather large area, consisting of the main Island of 
Tortola and a number of sparsely populated out-islands.

Despite its tiny population, the British Virgin Is­
lands had a number of rural post offices from about 
1900. Besides the General Post Office at Road Town 
and the village offices at East End and West End on 
Tortola, the presidency also had early post offices on the 
islands of Anegada and Virgin Gorda.

Although it was always assumed that these two out-

islands had relatively small populations, the lack of ex­
act population figures has long frustrated postal histori­
ans. Recently, however, new data has emerged that 
finally can provide the proper population context for the 
islands of Anegada and Virgin Gorda. The following 
population information is taken from the 1974 edition of 
The Statistical Abstract o f the British Virgin Islands:

Population Census Data

Year Virgin G orda Anegada

1881 832 7 ,9

1891 593 513

1901 511 530

I9l I 417 459

19 2 1 381 358

1946 504 274

I960 654 274

Of special interest is the rather remarkable decline 
in the population of Anegada from a high of 719 in 
1881 to a mere 274 in 1946. Virgin Gorda, on the other 
hand, shows wide fluctuations in its population over the 
years from 1881 to I960. Most likely each of these 
islands had no more than one or two educated European 
residents at any given time.

Early Postal History o f  Anegada

The postal history of Anegada prior to the opening 
of the first post office is virtually non-existent. The only 
recorded item is an incoming letter to the island from 
Russia in the 1870s, which received a Tortola mark on 
arrival at Road Town. As there was no internal postal 
system in the British Virgin Islands during this time 
period, the letter presumably was privately carried from 
Road Town to Anegada.

By 1906, however, a sub-post office apparently was 
in operation at Anegeda. Almost certainly this small 
office was located at the Settlement, which was the only 
village on the island. Records confirm that a 28-mm. 
temporary rubber datestamp, shown in Figure l, was 
proofed at the London General Post Office on Nov. 27, 
1906. It probably was sent out to the island soon after­
wards.

BOOK EARLY FOR SARASOTA
Hotels and Flights May be in Short Supply!
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Only four examples of this elusive TRD have been 
recorded, all of them are on loose stamps. The lone full 
strike is dated March 3 1, 1908. No examples of this 
datestamp have been recorded on cover. What little evi­
dence there is tends to indicate that the office was re­
duced to the status of a receiving office without a 
datestamp by the end of I908. The small population of 
the island and the short period in which the office was 
open can well account for the scarcity of this TRD.

For reasons that are far from clear, this office once 
again began using a datestamp in 1938. The earliest 
recorded date for this 27!a mm. double-ring datestamp 
is July 30, 1938. Both examples recorded for that date 
have an "A" index code centered above the dateline. All 
examples after that are recorded without an index code, 
as seen in Figure 2. The earliest recorded date for this 
datestamp without an index code is August I, I938. All 
examples after 1939 are recorded without year slugs. 
The latest date of use known for this double-ring date- 
stamp is August 2I, 1944. It appears most likely that the 
office again reverted to the status of a receiving office 
without a datestamp after that date.

Figure 2. Anegcuhi D ouble Ring Datestamp.

Early Postal History o f Virgin Gorda

Like Anegada, the postal history of the island of 
Virgin Gorda prior to the opening of its first post office

is extremely sparse. The entire record consists of two 
pre-stamp entire letters from the village of Spanishtown, 
which was the only major settlement on the island. The 
earliest of these packet letters is headed at Spanishtown. 
on December 15, 1804. The difficulties of privately 
moving mail to the General Post Office at Road Town. 
Tortola can well be seen by the fact that this letter did 
not receive its two-line Tortola dispatch marking until 
12 days later on December 27.

The second early letter is headed "Spanishtown. 
Tortola, Nov. 7, I8I I.: The term "Tortola" was com­
monly used as another name for the entire Virgin Is­
lands groups until well into the 20th Century. 
Remarkably, this early missionary letter did not receive 
its two-line Tortola dispatch marking at Road Town un­
til December 10. some 33 days after it was first written.

Existing records suggest that the first post office 
opened on Virgin Gorda in 1900. most likely at Span­
ishtown. A 25 mm. steel datestamp for Virgin Gorda. 
illustrated in Figure 3. is recorded with an earliest 
known date of February 26. 1900. Covers to several 
well-known philatelic addresses are recorded from Vir­
gin Gorda. especially during the I920's. Commercial 
mail from this small island, however, is extremely 
scarce. The latest known date for this datestamp is a part 
strike in 1931. About that time, the office apparently

Figure 2. First Virgin Gorda Datestamp.

was reduced to the status of a receiving office without a 
datestamp.

Early in its period of operation, this office also was 
issued a small straight-line "Virgin Gorda" handstamp:

Virgin Gorda.

This mark was proofed at the London GPO on July 
23, 1903. It probably was meant for use as some sort of 
directional marking. This straight-line handstamp is re-
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corded through 1909. It was used of­
ficially in black as an added marking 
on stationery registration envelopes 
and informally in violet as a return 
address on mail to the experiment 
station on Tortola. An example of 
the former is shown in Figure 4.

West End Tortola 
Straiglit-Line Handstamp

The recent publication of infor­
mation about a straight-line West 
End datestamp on a cover dated 
Sept. 24. 1908 has already resulted 
in new information that at least par­
tially unravels the mysteries of its 
origin. Along with the Road Town 
and Anegada TRDs. this straight- 
line mark is recorded in the London 
GPO proof impression books. This page, shown in Fig­
ure 5. is dated Nov. 27. 1906.

REGISTERED
T h is  L e t t e r  miA t ib e  g iv e*  to  

BE^RHSiBTEREO ano a

Mr 0  . i f u J a L o c h ,  'L .y -

LETTER.
an  O f f ic e r  of t h e  P o s t  O ff ic e  
R e c e ip t  o b t a in ed  fo r  i t .

a similar straight-line "St. Thomas"Remarkably
handstamp is recorded on the same proof page. Initial 
inquiries indicate that there are no recorded usages of 
this St. Thomas handstamp. Questions, however still re­
main about the intended use of these two elusive 
straight-line handstamps, as well the similar one from 
Virgin Gorda..
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Previous Winners of the BCPSG Cameron Award

Instituted in 1979, the BCPSG Cameron Award is named for Byron Cameron. It is awarded each year at the Annual 
General Meeting of the Group to the best Caribbean exhibit shown by a member. Richard Maisel takes his place beside 
the prestigious list of former winners.

1979 (NOJEX)
W a lt v a n  W in k le
Early Postal Markings of Jamaica

1980 (FLOREX)
VI '. D a n f o r th  W a lk e r
Grenada Postal History 1764-1913

1981 (MILCOPEX)
Ia n  W o o d w a r d
Exploring Jamaica Through Oblitcralors

1982 (ARIPEX)
Ia n  W o o d w a r d
Exploring Jamaica Through Oblitcralors

1983 (BALPEX)
M o r r is  L u d d in g to n
Bahamas Postal History and Stamps to 1884

1984 (Philatelic Show)
M ic h a e l  O l iv e r
Leeward Islands — De La Rue’s General Key Plates

1985 (COLOPEX)
D ia n a  M a n c h e s te r
Plating of the 1910-1936 Ship Type Stamps of Bermuda

1986 (AMERIPEX)
I)r . R e u b e n  R a m k is s o o n  

Trinidad 1803-1893

1987 (CAPEX)
T re v o r  D a v is
Postal History of the Bahamas of the 18th and I9lh Centuries

Cwiakala Honored

In November, 1997, member Charles Cwiakala was 
awarded the George D. K ingdom Literature Award  from 
the American Air Mail Society. He received this honor 
for his 1996 book Bermuda by Air. This prestigious 
award is presented annually for the best overall aerophi- 
latelic catalog, book, monograph or pamphlet.

Apologies fo r  the late appearance o f  this announcement. 
It was lost in the shuffle o f  the editorship change. —  
DLH

1988 (STAMPOREE)
P a u l  L a r se n
Leeward Islands. Federal Issues 1912-37

1989 (TEXPEX)
P a u l  L a r se n

Leeward Islands. Federal Issues 1890-191 I

1990 (LONDON 90)
R o b e r t  S w a r b ic k

Jamaica: Formative Period in History of Post Office

1991 (INDYPEX)
W. D a n fo r th  W a lk e r  
Grenada 1752-1911

1992 (WESTPF.X)
D r. R e u b e n  R a m k is s o o n
Postal Sationery of Trinidad and Tobago

1993 (FLOREX)
D r. R o g e r  S c h n e l l
Nevis

1994 (Philadelphia National Stamp Exhibition) 
R o b e r t  C o o le y
Cayman Islands: The Philately of Three Reigns

1996 (CAPEX 96)
D e r e k  N a th a n

British Guiana Postal History, 1792-1899

1997 (PACIFIC 97)
S im o n  G r e e n w o o d  
British Guiana 1850-1900

Help Wanted —  Cayman Covers

I am currently doing research for an article that I plan to 
write on Cayman Island Provisional Stam ped Covers. I 
would be grateful if any members could supply me with 
details of such covers in their collection. Please include 
a photocopy, or a reference to an auction catalog that 
may include a photo. Information on any known prove­
nance and expertising certificates also desired.

Please send to D.J. Podger, 10 Charlotte Close, Farnbor- 
ough, Hampshire, GUI4 7EG, England.
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Bahamas O.H.M.S. Postcards

fr>y S. Graham HOEY

1 have recently acquired two examples of printed Baha- 
imas O.H.M.S. postcards, which are most interesting. 
They were used by the postmasters of the Bahamas to 
answer collector's inquiries as to what stamps were 
available at the Nassau G.P.O. The first, shown in Figure 
11, is dated 15 May 1934. It has the following message 

hi the back:

General Post Office, 
Nassau, Bahamas.

The postage stamps on sale at this office are as fol­
lows: King's Head Vfd, Id, iV^d. 2d. 2*/W, 3d. 4d, 
fid. //-, 5/-. £1 £l.7.8'Ad Figure 2. The 1958 O.H.M.S. Postcard

Seal o f the Colony. 2/- and 3/- 5.0d.

An extra amount must he included to cover postage 
and registration at the rate o f /  4 A d  per ounce.

Remittances must he made hy Money Order/Bank 
Draft. Cash will not he accepted.

Postmaster o f  Bahamas

The words "Money Order" have been deleted in ink, the 
date "15th. May" and the year "4" entered in manu­
script, and the card is signed by J. Herbert Peet, the then 
current postmaster of the Bahamas. From the stamps 
offered, this card must have been printed shortly after

the issue of the two Bradbury Wilkinson values in 1931. 
and as such, would have continued in use until the issue 
of the Silver Jubilee stamps in May 1935.

The second card, shown in Figure 2, is dated 20JAN58, 
and, as shown in Figure 3, the information on the back 
is much more detailed. Note that although this card must 
have been printed after I January 1954 when the first 
QEII pictorials were issued, the only postal stationery 
available was that of KGVI. Until now, it has been as­
sumed that the new 3d QEII postcard was available in 
1953. But this card casts doubt on this hypothesis.

GENERAL POST OFFICE. 
JAh ~  Nassau,jBahamas.

Sir: .................. ‘ ...................1#5
The postage stamps on sale at this office are as follows: (Queen Elizabeth 

II. All pictorial): «/2d., Id.. lVfcd.. 2d., 3d.. 4d . 5d, fld, 0d . 10d.. 1 /-. 2 /-. 2/8d., 
5/-. 10/- and £1 0. 0

Postal Stationery: (Klng-Oeorge APHc Registered Envelopes & 4d. each, 
Postcards i t  2d each and Air Letters &  7d. each.

The registration fee from the Bahamas to all countries Is 4d (four pence) 
Postage on letters by surface mall to Empire countries Is 4d. for the first ounce 
and 2d. for each additional ounce and to foreign countries, Including the United 
States, the postage Is 5d for the first ounce and 3d. for each additional ounce 

The postage by air mall to Europe, West Indies, Central and South America 
Is lOd. per >/4 oz. and to the United States and Canada It Is fld per >2 oz

Remittances must be made by British Postal Order, Postal Money Order or 
Bank Draft, drawn In sterling from residents of countries of the Sterling Area 
and dollars from residents of the Dollar Area. Cash will not be accepted.
United States Money Order „rate of Exchange fl/ o^for £1.

M o n e y -  - O r d o r -
Current Issues, as listed above, are the only stamps, which can be purchased 

from this office. All former Issues must be obtained from stamp dealers.
Postmasters In the Bahamas do not postmark stamps to order, or handle 

covers, except one envelope which. If enclosed with an order for stamps, can 
be used to despatch that order. f ' . ‘y . I I l> . • <! *

POSTMASTER OF BAHAMAS

Figure 3. The Message Side o f the 1958 Postcard
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Obviously these cards cannot be isolated examples. Per­
haps fellow BCPSG members would look in the bottom 
of their shoe boxes and let the me know of any addi­
tional examples. I am also interested in adding any ex­
amples from earlier than 1931, or those from the reign 
of KGVI to my collection.

The Name Game

INews release from CANA, Caribbean Neves Agency, 
courtesy o f  Giorgio MigHavacca/

ROSEAU, Dominica, May 27, CANA — Missent mail 
and other mailing problems experienced by Dominica are 
being investigated by a five-member team of postal offi­
cials from the United States who arrived here Tuesday.

Acting Postmaster General. Octalyn Musgrave, told the 
Caribbean News Agency (CANA) Tuesday the US post­
al inspectors will have an opportunity to examine sam­
ples of missent mail.

The problems, which have existed for a number of 
years, include mail-tampering and mail earmarked for 
Dominica being sent to the Dominican Republic or vice 
versa.

Last month the Dominica General Post Office returned 
to the United States 46 bags of unregistered mail and 25 
parcel bags which were destined for Santo Domingo.

A few years ago Dominicans were advised to use 
"Commonwealth of Dominica", rather than just "Do­
minica", to help differentiate the island from the Span­
ish-speaking Dominican Republic.

The persistence of the missent mail problem has caused 
people here to raise the idea of a zip code for Dominica.

Last December Dominican postal authorities said they 
would write the Universal Postal Union (UPU) and 
lodge a protest with Santo Domingo about the problem 
of mail tampering.

Musgrave told reporters the UPU cited difficulties with 
putting in place a zip code for Dominica.

ARE YOU READY 
FOR SARASOTA???

Corrections to Cayman Islands Paper

The following are a list of amendments to my article 
"Cayman Islands: The De La Rue Records," BCP.I, 
Vol. 37, No. 2, June 1997.

Page 74, column 2: In the table for Requisition no. 
118/21,"Postage on four parcels 0 .17s.l4d.: should read 
"Postage on four parcels 0 .18s.2d."

Page 80, column I : In the table for Requisition no. 
115/11, 15 March 1912, the value "6d" should be "3s."

Page 80, column 2: In the table for Requisition no. 
90/12, 10 December 1912. the last four lines should be:

Subtotal 5.066 303.960
Specimens: 404 each of the I cl. 4d, and 6d 1.212

Total 305.172

Cost: £22. Ph.Hd.

I would like to thank Richard Maisel for pointing out 
the errors on page 80. Hopefully none of these errors 
have been propagated into any reader's display.

James Poclger

Research Clearinghouse

This is a neve column that veil! appear on an as-needed 
basis to solicit assistance from Group members for those 
currently researching various aspects o f Caribbean phi­
lately. Anyone wishing to avail themselves o f  this col­
umn may contact the Editor.— DLH

Member Rene Manes of Florida is researching the 19th 
century bisects of all the islands in order to perform a 
comparative study. He would like to receive clean copies 
of bisects on cover, especially for Antiqua. Barbados. 
British Guiana. British Hondura, Dominica. Jamaica, St. 
Christopher, St. Lucia, and St. Vincent. Bisects on piece 
and copies of multiples of surcharged bisects would also 
be useful. Those interested in contributing may send 
their copies to the Editor.

Dave Herendeen is working on a detailed history of the 
1932 Barbados postage due bisect. He would appreciate 
copies of covers and even items on piece. If black and 
white copies are provided, please indicate the color of 
the manuscript overprint (both black and red were used). 
Dave can be reached at the RO Box noted on page 35 of 
the Journal.
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Antigua Mystery: An Unknown Collector

by Mark. W. SWETLAND 

Background

A 19% Apfelbaum  sale produced a lot which on exami­
nation showed it to be the story' o f  the Antigua Queen 
Victoria stam ps. The detailed w rite-up could almost 
have been written for the articles that appeared several 
years ago in the B C P J 2 were it not for the fact that 
certain photographs have been rearranged to tell the 
story more smoothly and additional data appears which 
is not on the found in the references. A sample page 
from this collection is shown in Figure l .

Barry Friedman, who discovered this lot, tried to trace 
the write-up back to its author. This trace ended when 
John Apfelbaum wrote saying that all he knew was that 
it came from an English wholesaler. The write-up is a 
combination o f pages with text only, and pages with text 
and stamps inserted at the proper place to aid in telling 
the story. The best term  for this is a study collection. It 
begins with the background to the first 6d Victoria 
stamps of 1862 and continues through the Id and the 
key plate stam ps and their replacem ent by the first Lee­
ward Islands issue in 1890.

Several interesting observations com e from  studying 
(his write-up. A few spaces for stam ps are blank. Most 
probably these spaces had stam ps at one time, because 
the empty spaces tell about the stam ps no longer there. 
The collection was mounted on N aribo quadrille-ruled 
pages, produced in the U.S.A.

The author o f this collection had access to the BCPJ 
articles and to other data on the Q ueen Victoria stamps 
of Antigua. The writing has an excellent style, and the 
rearrangement o f paragraphs enhances the order of the 
BCPJ articles. The additional m aterial shows that the 
author was a serious student o f these issues.

Overview o f  Collection

The collection begins with nine pages introducing the 
first adhesive stamps of Antigua with excerpts from the 
Perkins. Bacon records, the Royal Collection, and the 
De La Rue archives. This section concludes with a 
checklist of the 6d stamps.

T he next seventeen pages show the actual stamps and 
data  for the 6d value. T hese pages include data on the 
shipm ents o f both the Perkins, Bacon and De La Rue 
printings from 1862 through 1886. Data on imperforate 
varieties, w aterm ark varieties, and the re-entries follow. 
T he last page in the section shows the Spiro forgeries.

T w e n ty -fo u r p ag es then  show  p rin tings o f  the Id 
stam ps, including: co lo r and watermark varieties; im ­
perforate varieties; bisects; and forgeries. M inor varie­
ties, the tw o re-entries and eight of the m ajor scratches, 
are then shown. O ne can identify the plate positions of 
every m inor variety and m ajor scratch in the collection 
using the information found in Brooks.4

The text and stam ps on the next thirteen pages give the 
story o f the Key P late stam ps and the details on the first, 
second, third and fourth issues. The last tw o pages cover 
the forgeries of the Key Plate stam ps and the sales of the 
rem ainders of the V ictorian Leeward Islands Presidency 
stam ps.

Appeal

This is a most interesting study collection which repre­
sents serious study and extensive research. However, the 
identity o f the researcher rem ains a mystery. D oes any 
reader know this collector? If so, is it possible to contact 
him ? It would be unfortunate to lose the knowledge 
gained by this collector during what must have undoubt­
edly been many years o f study. I would appreciate any 
inform ation. Contact: M ark Swetland. 13 Raym ond Rd., 
B luffton .SC  29910.

R eferen ces
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Figure I. Sample page fro m  mysterious Antigua collection.
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BCPSG Financial Statements

by Barry FRIEDMAN

INCOM E AND E X P E N SE  —  ACTUAL
lanuarx 1. 1997 throueh December 31. 1997

INCOME EXPENSE
Advertising $956.28 APS Insurance $75.00
Auction 96 Receipts 3167.13 Auction 97 Seller Payments 22474.40
Auction 97 Receipts 26246.78 Auction Expenses 1997 1903.56
Back Journals 447.25 Back Journals —  Shipping 501.01
Bermuda Mails 40.00 BCPSG Pins 374.92
Donations —  Ed Addiss Memorial 45.00 Bulk Mailing Permit 85.00
Donations — General 371.00 First Class Postage 110.50
Donations — Publications 20.00 Journal Production 7727.41
Dues 1997 4099.30 Journal Overseas Shipping 1464.80
Dues 1998 2387.00 Leeward Islands Anthology 1972.08
Dues 1999 45.00 Medals 162.75
First Class Postage 55.00 Membership Expenses 154.00
Interest 1629.08 Miscellaneous 50.00
Leeward Islands Anthology 913.00 Officers Miscellaneous Expenses 1472.52
Lifetime Membership 150.00 Postal Marks of Jamaica 1722.26
P.H. of Blockade Running 294.25 Printing Miscellaneous 449.10
Postal Marks of Jamaica 1933.00 Publications Expense 716.89
Sales — Publications 554.93 WEB site 124.60

TOTAL INCOME 43354.00 TOTAL EXPENSE 41540.80
NET INCOME (LOSS) 1813.20

BALANCE SH E E T
_________ As o f  December 31. 1997__________________________

ASSETS — Opening Balance January 1,1997 ASSETS — Closing Balance December 31, 1997
CHECKING CHECKING

Byron Cameron Trophy 2180.68 Byron Cameron Trophy 2017.93
Checking 6336.77 Checking 6311.80
Ed Addiss Fund 7206.79 Ed Addiss Fund 7170.79
Ed Addiss Publishing Fund 8216.99 Ed Addiss Publishing Fund 10166.33
Lifetime Membership Fund 11258.41 Lifetime Membership Fund 11258.41
Post Office 101.49 Post Office 189.07

TOTAL CHECKING 35301.13 TOTAL CHECKING 37114.33

TOTAL ASSETS 35301.13
INCOME FOR 1997 1813.20
TOTAL ASSETS 37114.33 TOTAL ASSETS 37114.33
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NEW ADVERTISING RATES
Advertising rates for 1998 are as follows:

Width Height
Number o f Insertions 

1 2  3 4

Full Page 7" 9 i/2" $80 $160 $240 $300

Half Page T 4 -V4" $40 $80 $120 $150

Quarter Page 3 I/2" 4-V4" $20 $40 $60 $75

The cost of back-page space, when available, is 10% 
above the regular rate. One-time ads are accepted at 40% 
of the yearly rate. The initial advertising copy should be 
sent to the Advertising Manager along with remittance. 
Changed copy should be forwarded to the Editor by the 
following deadlines: for the March issue. 15 January; for 
the June issue. 15 April; for the September issue, 15 July; 
for the December issue, 15 October. Computer file pre­
ferred (contact Editor), actual-size, camera-ready copy is 
acceptable.

Checks to be made payable to the "British Caribbean 
Philatelic Study Group," Please forward payment to 
the Advertising Manager;

Mr. Charles Cwiakala 
1527 South Fairview Avenue 
Park Ridge, IL 60008, USA

WANTED
SEA FLOOR - BAHAMAS

Buying covers, cards, cancels, and collateral material re­
lating to the P.O. and expedition that operated there from 
1939 to 1942. Pay minimum of $75 each for items I can 
use.

Also buying artists’ drawings, essays, proofs, errors, 
freaks, etc. of Bahamas Scott nos. 106. 122, 168, 168a. 
216.242 and 264.

All offers acknowledged.
Fred Schmitt 
P.O. Box 67 

Woodbury, NY 11797 
(516) 367-4030 (24 Hours)

Member: ASDA, APS, PTS, CSDA. etc.

Do you collect British West 
Indies Postal History?

Our stocks consist of British Commonwealth 
Postal History (with post cards from some 
colonies). If you would care to inform us of 
your collecting interests, we would be de­

lighted to send you photocopies of any 
relevent items we obtain.

Besides being members of the BCPSG, we 
are members of the P.T.S. (London). Prices in 

sterling or US dollars.

CHRIS RAINEY
5 Kelly Road, Bowers Gifford 

Basildon, Essex SS13 2HL, U.K.

TELEPHONE: 01144 268 726687 
FAX: 01144 268 590781



British Caribbean Philatelic Journal___________ June 1998, W/N 187 (Vol. 38, No. 2) 69

For Sale
West Indies Collection

SG#
Country Quantity From To

Antigua 384 1 384
Bahamas 501 2 332
Barbados 1,173 1 391
Bermuda 651 1 366
British Honduras 412 1 267
British Guiana 440 19 377
Guyana 597 379 596
Cayman Islands 1,287 1 510
Grenada 519 1 329
Leeward Islands 521 1 140
Saint Christopher 39 1 28
Nevis 34 5 34
St. Kitts & Nevis 330 1 194
St. Lucia 501 1 289
St. Lucia (stk bk) 247 51 289+
St. Vincent '  647 2 491 +
Tobago 39 I 33a
Trinidad & Tobago 925 2 450
Turks & Caicos 454 1 290

Joe Mahfood, P.O. Box 622, Kingston 6, Jamaica
Phone(work): 876-984-6085; Fax 876-984-6084

CONTEMPORARY COVERS!!

GRENADA, JAMAICA, ANTIGUA & 
ST. KITTS @ $0.75 EACH

MINIMUM ORDER 20 COVERS 
PLUS $3.00 SHIPPING. MONEY ORDER.

REGINALD L. WEBB-HARRIS
13791 S.W.71 LANE, MIAMI, FL 33183

BRITISH EMPIRE EXCLUSIVELY

REQUEST A CATALOGUE FOR OUR NEXT PUBLIC AUCTION. 
PLEASE SPECIFY YOUR INTERESTS.

WANT LISTS INVITED FOR PRE-1935 MATERIAL. 
REFERENCES PLEASE.

WE ARE BUYERS OF BETTER BRITISH COMMONWEALTH STAMPS, 
POSTAL HISTORY AND SPECIALIST ITEMS.

^ tc to r ta  j ita tn p  (Eompang
PHOEBE A. MACGILLIVARY 

P.O. BOX 745, RIDGEWOOD, NJ 07451, USA  
PHONE (201) 652-7283 FAX (201) 612-0024
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Do you Collect

the WEST INDIES and the 
CARIBBEAN AREA?
As the leading SPECIALISED POSTAL AUCTION 
for the CARIBBEAN and the WEST INDIES,
founded in 1976, we hold 6 to 8 sales per year and 
cater for the Specialist, the General Collector and the 
Beginner. We offer quality in POSTAL HISTORY, 
STAMPS, PROOFS, SPECIMENS, BOOKS, POST­
AL STATIONERY, & EARLY MAPS from the 16th 
century onwards.

Write ot telephone for FREE CATALOGUE.

^  PHILATELIC V  Q  AUCTIONS b ;
E tttb /ithed  * *

Dept. BCPJ 
P.O. Box 17 
Thirsk, N. Yorks 
Y07 1TT 
ENGLAND

Telephone: Thirsk (0845) 523942
Member: BCPSG, BWISC

g o r i b b e t o * '

Always the Unusual, 
Esoteric & inimitable...

We offer Mail Sales with extremely 
interesting material in the $25-$150 
range. In addition, our Public Auctions 
offer appropriately rare and specialized 
material.

We are always interested in buying 
specialized items or collections.

Our Mail Sale and Public Auction catalogs are sent free to memoers 
of The British Canooean Philatelic Study Group on request. Please specify 
which catalog you wish

George 
"" Alevizos

2800 28 th  Street. Suite 323 
Santa M onica. C aliforn ia 90405 
Telephone: 2131450-2543 
Cal. Auc. Lie. No. A 1229

ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF 
JAMAICAN PHILATELY

Volume 1
Postage Stamps to 1935 

by
Derek Sutcliffe & Steve Jarvis

400+ pages contained in a 
Customised Multi-ring Binder.

Much new information about Design with 
Sheet Layout diagrams, Listings of Essay and 

Proof material and Tables of 
Varieties and Errors.

Price: US$72.00 (£39.00) 
plus post & packing 
US$13.00 (£7.08)

(US & Rest of World - Surface Mail)
£4.90 (UK & EU)

Contact: W. Clary Holt, Post Office Drawer 59, 
Burlington, North Carolina 27216 (if paying in US$) 

or
Peter C. Ford, 28, Orchard Close, Hail Weson,

St. Neots, CAMBS, PE19 4LF, UK 
(if paying in UK£)

COMMERCIAL
M A I L
We have recent commercial mail, many with local usages, 
including meters, inter-island, registered governmental 
stampless, etc from many of the Caribbean countries (in­
cluding Bermuda).

Prices start from $US 2. Limited supply.
Please write/fax for details.

We also carry earlier material.
US$ or GB£ checks accepted.STEVEN G. ZIRINSKY

Box 49, Ansonia Station, NY, NY 10023 USA 
Tel: 212-665-0765 FAX: 718-706-0619 

eMail: szirinsky@compuserve.com

Member: ASDA APS PTS

mailto:szirinsky@compuserve.com
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THE
BRITISH

COMMONWEALTH
O • F N A » T * I # 0 # N

We are active buyers and sellers of stamps and postal 
history of all areas of pre-1960 British Commonwealth, 
including individual items, collections or estates.
Want lists from all reigns are accepted with references.

“VISIT OUR BOOTH AT 
MOST MAJOR SHOWS”

L. W. M artin. Jr.

CROWN COLONY STAMPS
P.O. Box 1198 

BELLA1RE, TEXAS 77401 
PH. (713) 781-6563 • FAX (713) 789-9998

&

• f
AUCTION NEW S

The next sale on September 26 will be a public auction at the Bonnington Hotel, London in conjunction with 
WIPEX. The sale will feature a number of fine collections:

Mark Swetland collection of Antigua postal stationery with rare proof material 
Dr Soni extensive collection of Bahamas, strong in postmarks and covers 

Ken Bolton collection of Jamaica featuring specialised study of the GV Pictorial issue
Other consignments so tar received include a newly discovered example ot the Crown Circle ’Paid at English Harbour 
Antigua,' fine Barbados stamps and military mail, newly discovered Caymans 1932 ’A.S.R.’ Provisional cover, rare G.B. 
pair of l/-’s used in Grenada and items from the Dagenham Estate Montserrat correspondence 1840-50’s. Fresh 
consignments are arriving on a weekly basis so 1 am being kept busy describing.

The April 9 sale was very successful with nearly all lots from the Cliff Abram Barbados collection finding good homes. 
There was also much interest in the sections of Caymans postal stationery and Jamaica covers and postmarks.

Books about the West Indies: I have a large stock of out of print histories and guide books to the islands also a selection 
of antiquarian maps and prints. List available on request. West Indies philatelic literature list now available with over 200 
titles including many out of print works and old auction catalogues. 1 also have old copies of the BCPJ for sale.

PENNYMEAD AUCTIONS
1 Brewerton St., Knaresborough, HG5 8AZ 

Tel/Fax 01423 865962 
eMail: Pennymead@aol.com

mailto:Pennymead@aol.com
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The British Empire
A-Z 1840-1935 Mint and Used

The Largest and Most Valuable 
Stock in America

W A N T  L I S T S
For decades we have had the great pleasure of working 
closely with our clients in the formation of many fine pri­
vate and international exhibition standard collections. I 
will be pleased to place our expertise at your disposal.

■ 30 Volumes in all price ranges, individually stocked!
■ You may acquire exactly those items that you need!

■ Receive on approval (references please) or per quotation! 
■ Scott or Stanley Gibbons numbers!

■ Prompt, expert service!

% {>< j w e  J? i .

COLONIAL STAMP CO.

H S

5757 W ILSHIRE BLVD., PH #8 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90036 

Ph: (213)933-9435 
Fax (213) 939-9930

CCNY, CSDA, IFSDA. 
INTERNATIONAL 

SOCIETY OF APPRAISERS




