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It’s Amazing What a Small Group Can Do
by David L. H erendeen

As I become more familiar with the BCPSG and its 
members, I am amazed at the level o f participation our 
302 U.S. and Canadian members have achieved in the 
hobby in the U.S. As a group, the number of authors, 
exhibitors, judges, and participants in philatelic organi
zations is nothing short of breathtaking.

StampShow 98

StampShow 98, held in Santa Clara CA, was a great 
show. It featured over 140 dealers including a good rep
resentation of our British friends including Argyll Etkin, 
Gerald Bodily, J Barefoot, Ltd., Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 
Brian Moorhouse, Chris Rainey and Euro-Yu. Major 
Commonwealth dealers from the U.S., many of whom 
are members of the BCPSG, included Colonial Stamp 
Co., Crown Colony Stamps, Victoria Stamp Co., and 
Interstamp. Even a hard case like myself was able to 
find a few items of use!

Following my previous thoughts, I find it incredible 
that of the 27 exhibits competing for the Champion of 
Champions award, five were from our members. Addi
tionally, we had three members in the open competition 
and two entries in the literature competition. All of these 
had distinguished results (see page 103).

This year’s Congress Book included six papers, 
three of which were contributed by our members.

Just think about it. The APS has over 53,000 mem
bers, we have but 469 — well less than 1%. Yet, we are 
able to make so many major contributions to stamp ex
hibiting and writing. Are you as impressed as I am?

Once again, I have added four extra pages to the 
Journal to compensate for show news. I understand that 
not all members are interested in shows and exhibiting. 
However, I trust we will all keep an open mind because 
exhibitors are often among the scholars of the hobby.

mailto:dave@uai.com
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Yes, it is amazing what a small group can do when 
they put their minds to it.

About the Backlog and the Pipeline

At the onset of my tenure I put out a number of strong 
calls for research papers. Frankly, I am somewhat disap
pointed with the response, especially in view of my ear
lier com m ents. I realize we all have com peting 
pressures, not only from real life, but also from philat
ely. There is a constant trade-off between working on 
our collections, preparing exhibits, and writing about 
out research interests. Nonetheless, for our Journal to be 
successful, it is necessary for all of us to help. This 
brings me to discuss two topics.

The first topic is the backlog. The backlog is the 
supply of articles that I have in my hot little hand at any 
given time. These articles require only the finishing 
touches to appear in print. I must report that my backlog 
has been virtually non-existent. In order to prepare a 
quality journal, and to release it in a timely manner, I 
must have a complete issue, about 25 pages, ready to go 
at any instant in time. This represents between three and 
eight items. I usually have none immediately following 
the release of the cunent issue.

The second item is the pipeline. The pipeline is the 
flow o f articles that are in preparation for some future 
time. These are not simple promises, but concrete ideas

President’s Message

By Rob W ynstra

I look forward to seeing as many members as possible 
in Florida for our next annual general meeting held in 
conjunction with the Sarasota National Stamp Exhibi
tion during February 5-7, 1999. Details on the tradi
tional Friday-night group dinner and the meeting 
schedule can be found in this issue of the journal. Jack 
Harwood, one of our group trustees and local organizer 
for this event, has been working hard behind the scenes 
to make sure this will an be an event to remember for 
years to come.

Besides, the business meeting, auction, and exhibi
tion, we will have a hospitality suite each night. Mem
bers are free to gather there, have a drink or snack, and 
view the auction lots. We also will be having a joint 
reception with the show organizers, officials from sev
eral Caribbean philatelic bureaus, and the Confederate 
States Alliance. This will be held just prior to our dinner

that the author is working to complete. In a perfect 
world, the pipeline should be four times larger than the 
backlog. I must say, my pipeline is in somewhat better 
shape than my backlog, although it only consists of 
about six papers.

In closing, the next thing I would like our small 
group to do is increase the level of participation in the 
Journal. For this I will thank you as will the entire mem
bership.

'We've Made it to California

I apologize for a somewhat later distribution of this is
sue than normal. It is worth it though, because we are 
now producing everything electronically in California. 
Hopefully you will note an improved quality, particu
larly of the figures.

Letters

I was pleased to receive a number of letters during the 
past quarter. These are presented on page 91. Feedback 
relative to both the format and content of the journal is 
crucial. The purpose of the BCPJ is to meet the needs of 
the membership. To do this, I must understand what those 
needs are. It is also important to provide comments di
rected toward contributors. Everyone likes to see their 
work appreciated! Please keep the letters coming.

on Friday night. On Saturday night, everyone is urged to 
join the exhibitors at the awards banquet. This event 
will be held at a local country club and will feature filet 
mignon.

Again, I urge each of you to book your hotel room 
and airline flight as early as possible. February is the 
height of the tourist season in Florida and any delays 
could lead to disappointment. The same goes for send
ing in your applications for exhibiting. With the Con
federate States Alliance meeting at Sarasota, the 
demand for frame space will be high. Also, please be 
sure to send in the dinner registration form that has been 
inserted in this issue of the journal.

I especially look forward to seeing many old 
friends at this event, as well as meeting others for the 
first time. In fact, what could provide a better excuse to
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attend one of our meetings for the first time than the 
prospect of a winter holiday in sunny Florida? Many of 
us have found that attending the group meeting for the 
first time was a major step toward enriching our enjoy
ment of the hobby we all share. What you will find if 
you attend for the first time is a friendly group of people 
who are happy to share their knowledge with beginners 
and to learn from the expertise of other members.

I further would urge any of you who have ever 
thought about exhibiting to consider the show at Sara
sota as the place to make your first try. One of the true 
highlights of our last meeting at Boxborough was the 
presence of several new British Caribbean exhibits. 
During recent years, a number of outstanding British 
Caribbean exhibits have been retired from the exhibiting 
scene. But, if Boxborough is any indication, there are 
already some new exhibitors ready to make a real im
pact in the coming years..

Three of our group members — Dr. Peter McCann, 
Dave Herendeen, and Jerry Hart — will be on the 
judging panel at Sarasota. Several other experienced ex
hibitors and judges from the group also will be in atten
dance at the show. At show after show, I have seen 
dedicated group members spend countless hours work
ing with beginning and intermediate-level exhibitors 
alike. That was the case at Boxborough, and I am cer
tain it will be the same at Sarasota.

Let us know your plans by sending in the dinner 
registration form, book your hotel and airline flight 
early, and submit your exhibit application. Then head to 
Sarasota and enjoy the fun and companionship.

This and That

Letters to the Editor

Regarding letters received by the Editor, these may be 
published unless specifically labeled “Not for Publica
tion.” Text is subject to editing for space. The editor will 
attempt to allow senders to review final text if they can 
be contacted by eMail.

Research Clearinghouse

The results of the Research Clearinghouse in the June 
issue were very heartening. Both Rene Manes and Dave 
Herendeen received several significant responses from 
members. These will, hopefully, be used to form the 
bases for upcoming articles in the BCPJ. A list of help
ful members will be published in the next issue.

Secretary’s Report

by Peter Ka u l b a c k

New Members

The applicants listed in the March, 1997 issue of the 
BCPJ have been admitted to membership of the British 
Caribbean Philatelic Study Group. Welcome to all!

New Applicants

Mrs. Jewel YODER, Rt. 3, Box 40, Greenwood DE 
19950-9715, USA. Sponsored by: M. Forand.

Dave U H LM A N , PO B o x  201, Constant Spring PO, 
Kingston 8 Jamaica. Sponsored by: E. Cameron.

Edward BARROW, 524 Federal Avenue East, #203, Seat
tle WA 98102, USA. Philatelic Interests: Trinidad and 
Tobago. Sponsored by: D. Druett.

Scott S m i t h , 7 King Street East, Suite 1905, Toronto, 
ON M5C 3C5 Canada. Philatelic Interests: Montserrat. 
Sponsored by: M. Forand..

Daniel L. G A LLO W A Y , 15 Riverpoint Road, Hannibal, 
MO 63401, USA. Philatelic Interests: Cayman Islands. 
Sponsored by: P. Kaulback.

John DUBOIS, Ph.D., 873 Hill Road, Boxborough, MA 
01719, USA. Philatelic Interests: Caribbean and other 
mails to, from, and transiting the Danish West Indies. 
Sponsored by: R. Wynstra.

Sam CALNEK, 1209 Gloucester Square, Pickering, ON 
L1V 3P5, Canada. Philatelic Interests: Jamaica postal 
markings. Sponsored by: P. Kaulback.

Charles Lu l l e y , 9518 Oviedo Street, San Diego, CA 
92129-3822, USA. Philatelic Interests: British Com
monwealth, Mexico. Sponsored by: P. McCann.

Andre KNOWLES, P.O. Box CB-12673, Nassau, Baha
mas. Philatelic Interests: Bahamas stamps and postal 
history, also other BWI. Sponsored by: P. Kaulback.

Regis M. HOFFMAN, 109 Center Church Road, McMur- 
ray, PA 15317, USA. Philatelic Interests: fiscals/reve- 
nues, civil censorship, modem postal history. Sponsored 
by: B. Friedman.

Peter J. ROBERTS, 1991 Commodore Court, Atlanta, GA 
30341, USA. Philatelic Interests: Bahamas - all aspects. 
Sponsored by: M. Forand.
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by Jack  HARWOOD

The final schedule is now in place for the 1999 annual 
meeting scheduled for 5-7 February in conjunction with 
the Sarasota National Stamp Exhibition in Sarasota, FL. 
The exhibition site will be the Sarasota Municipal Audi
torium, located at 801 North Tamiami Trail (US 41). 
Our host for this event is the Sarasota Philatelic Club, 
and our trustee Jack Harwood is serving as local coor
dinator. He can be contacted at PO Box 32015, Mid
tow n S tation, Saraso ta , FL  34239; te lep h o n e : 
(941)924-0419; e-mail: jharwood@ibm.net.

As reported previously, the primary hotel will be 
the Wellesley Inn, 1803 North Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, 
FL 44234, telephone: (941)366-5128. The backup hotel 
is the Hampton Inn, 5000 North Tamiami Trail, tele
phone: (941)351-7734. A rental car or other transporta
tion is essential if you are staying at the backup hotel. 
Basic room rates of $75 are available by calling the 
above numbers and requesting the Sarasota National 
Stamp Exhibition rate. Because this will be the height of 
the tourist season in Florida, it is essential to book your 
hotel and airline flight as early as possible.

The group will once again have a hospitality suite 
starting on Thursday, 4 January. The suite at the 
Wellesley Inn will be registered in the name of our 
auction manager, Ed Waterous. The room will be 
stocked with an assortment of drinks and snacks, mak
ing it an ideal place to meet and socialize with other 
members. Auction lots also will be on hand for viewing. 
The best bet is to call ahead, as availability of the suite 
on Thursday will be subject to arrival times in Sarasota. 
The room number of the suite and final details on other 
group activities also will be available publicly starting 
Friday morning at the BCPSG table, located near the 
entrance to the show.

Group Dinner

Our traditional group dinner is scheduled for Friday 
evening, 5 February at the Waterside Room, located at 
216 Sarasota Quay, overlooking the marina and Sarasota 
Bay. This location is about V2 mile from the show site 
and about 1V2 miles from the Wellesley Inn. Transporta
tion by trolley (and return after dinner) will be provided 
from the Wellesley Inn. Details on the departure time 
from the hotel will be available at the group table.

The evening will feature a reception with cocktails 
and hors d’oeuvres from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m., followed 
immediately by the dinner in the adjoining Waterfall 
Room. The reception will be held on the outside terrace, 
weather permitting, and will be a joint gathering with 
the Confederate States Alliance. Representatives of sev
eral Caribbean philatelic bureaus will be in attendance 
at both the reception and group dinner. The dinner menu 
will feature lobster or pork tenderloin.

The cost for this event is $50 per person. This price 
includes transportation from the hotel, all cocktails and 
hors d’oeuvres before dinner, the lobster or pork tender
loin dinner, and all wine or other drinks with dinner. 
Again, it should be emphasized that this is not a cash 
bar. All cocktails, wine, and hors d’oeuvres, both at the 
reception and at dinner, are included in the price.

Reservations for this event are required, as we must 
commit to a certain number before the start of the show. 
Please return the reservation form inserted in this issue 
of the journal to Jack Harwood, PO Box 32015, Mid
town Station, Sarasota, FL. 34239, along with a check 
payable to SNSE. Reservations are requested as soon as 
possible, but in no case later than 15 January 1999.

Awards Banquet

Group members are also encouraged to join our exhibi
tors at the awards banquet on Saturday, February 6. This 
event will be held at the SaraBay Country Club, 7011 
Willow in Sarasota. Transportation will be provided 
from the main hotel. A reception is scheduled at 6:30 
p.m, followed by a 7:30 dinner. The dinner menu will 
feature filet mignon. Unlike our group dinner, there will 
be a cash bar, both for the reception and dinner. The cost 
for dinner is $30 per person. Once again reservations are 
essential and can be made by returning the form inserted 
in this issue o f the journal.

Annual General Meeting

The 1999 Annual General Meeting will take place at 
1:00 p.m on Saturday, February 6 at the Hyatt Hotel, 
located across the street from the show site. The exact 
room number will be announced at the Friday group

mailto:jharwood@ibm.net
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dinner and will be available at the BCPSG table at the 
show.

We will try to follow as closely as possible to the 
following schedule:

1:00-1:45PM Business Meeting

2:00-2:40PM Presentation by David L. Herendeen
(Postage Dues of the British West Indies)

2:40-4:OOPM Group Auction

prospectus and entry forms are available from Jack Sea
man, Sarasota Philatelic Club, PO Box 3553, Sarasota, 
FL 34230 or from Jack Harwood, whose address ap
peared given earlier. Because the Confederate Stamp Al
liance also will be meeting at the show, organizers 
expect to be over-subscribed for frames. Delays in send
ing in the exhibit application could result in disappoint
ment.

Mail-In Exhibits

The times have been set to avoid any conflict with 
the judge’s critique that is scheduled for 4:00 p.m.

Our editor, Dave Herendeen, will make the fea
tured philatelic presentation. His exhibit of Postage 
Dues o f the British Empire and Commonwealth has won 
many national and international awards, including a 
gold medal at Singapore 95. He also has made numer
ous presentations to philatelic groups across the country, 
including, most recently, the Collector’s Club of Chi
cago. Group members in attendance at Chicago indicate 
that this is an event that should not be missed.

Exhibit Application Forms

Members are especially encouraged to enter exhibits at 
the Sarasota show. A limited number of frames will be 
held for the group through November 15. The exhibit

Exhibitors who want to mail-in their exhibit should con
sider the following system. The Sarasota show has an 
excellent system in cooperation with the local post of
fice. All incoming exhibits addressed to the show post 
office box number are held by the postmaster in his 
vault until mounting. The postmaster is provided with a 
list of exhibits so that he can intercept and place them 
aside in the vault.

At the conclusion of the show, exhibits being 
mailed are packed up and delivered to the Post Office 
truck at the show site. They are taken directly to the 
Post Office on Sunday evening, for posting on Monday 
morning. The only times the exhibits are outside of the 
exhibition hall are when they are in possession of the 
Post Office. Jack Harwood reports that this system has 
worked extremely well, providing both the show organ
izers and the exhibitors with maximum security.

Special exhibition card prepared by the 
Barbados Post Office fo r  the 

1998 Sarasota National Stamp Exposition.

Courtesy Jack Harwood
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Ramkissoon Honored

The American Airmail Society announced two of its 
major awards at Colpex in April. BCPSG life member 
Dr. Reuben (Ben) A. Ramkissoon won the George W. 
Anger Award. This award recognizes overall contribu
tions to airmail collecting. While Ben is well-known for 
his international award winning exhibits of Trinidad and 
Tobago, members may not be aware that he is a dedi
cated collector and researcher in aero- and astrophilately 
as well. Ben is currently the president 
of the American Topical Association 
Space Study unit.

1998 Congress Book

The Am erican Philatelic Congress 
had their annual convention at Stamp- 
show 98. Research papers by three of 
our members appear in this years’
Congress Book. They include: Dr.
John L. Dubois, of B oston, The 
United States and Brazil Mail Steam
ship Companies 1866-1893', our for
mer editor, Michel Forand of Ottawa,
Ontario, Canada, for The Footprint o f Heaven: Fanning 
Island, a Philatelic Outpost4, and current editor David L. 
Herendeen, of Torrance, CA, for Foundations o f Colo
nial Postage Due: 1874-1909.

John and Dave attended a wine and cheese party 
where contributors gave brief presentations describing 
their papers, and autographed copies of the Congress 
Book for other attendees.

John’s paper won the prestigious Walter R. McCoy 
award for the best article in the Congress Book, and 
Michel won the Erani P. Drossos award.

APC Officers

Dave Herendeen was elected 2nd Vice President of the 
American Philatelic Congress at the annual meeting. He 
joins other BCPSG members Dr. Roger Schnell and 

Steve Shumann as major office holders 
in the organization. Other members of 
our Group on the Council of the APC 
are Dr. Peter McCann, immediate past 
APC President, and Ann Triggle.

New International Director 
for Australasia

David "Dingle" Ingle-Smith of Can
berra, Australia has graciously agreed 
to accept appointment to the newly cre
ated position of Associate International 
Director for Australasia. In this role, he 
will focus on organizing regional meet

ings and promoting membership recruitment in Austra
lia and nearby countries. Along with group member 
Darryl Fuller, he already has begun planning for a re
gional BCPSG meeting in March 1999 to be held in 
conjunction with the FTP international exhibition in 
Melbourne. Details on the meeting and a special exhibi
tion award sponsored by the BCPSG will be available in 
the next issue of the journal.

Continued to page 93

BCPSG members Dr. John DuBois, holding his 
McCoy award, and Dave Herendeen

BCPSG sweeps APC execu
tive offices. From upper left, 
Dr. Roger Schnell, President, 
Steve Shumann, 1st V ice 
President, and Dave Heren
deen, 2nd Vice president.
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Status o f St. Vincent and Grenadines Post Offices

by Peter C. ELIAS

Prior to 1872, all mail into and out of St. Vincent went 
through the capital city of Kingstown. On 2 December, 
1872, thirteen different village post offices were estab
lished. The original postmarks were a simple circle, 
containing either one, two or three letters for the village 
abbreviation, and the date. The abbreviated village can
cels were followed by the small village cancels, and 
finally by the large village cancels with a single circle. 
Many of the post offices still use a similar cancel, al
though some of the newer post offices (as well as some 
of the older established ones) now use a double circle 
postmark. These are illustrated in subsequent sections of 
this article.

At present there are 48 village post offices on St. 
Vincent and seven on the Grenadine islands — two each 
on Bequia and Union Island. A map of St. Vincent is 
shown in Fig. 1. For an island that is only about 17 
miles long and 11 miles wide, there are many village 
offices that appear to be in close proximity. This re
sulted because St. Vincent is very mountainous so that

0 5  10 mi.

even short distances take a while to cover, and many of 
the villagers do not have transportation available to pick 
up mail that is several miles away. Many of the smaller 
post offices only serve a small number of people (sev
eral hundred), and in some cases process only 50-200 
pieces of mail per week.

Sizes for the various post office buildings vary, for 
many, they are simple structures, ranging from "huts" 
such as that shown in Fig. 2 and single-room houses to 
larger buildings, such as in Colonarie, where the post 
office is shared with the police station as seen in Fig. 3. 
In some cases, it appears that the post offices may also 
be part of a residence.

It has been many years since any listing of the St. 
Vincent Post Offices has been published. Pierce, Mes
senger and Lowe1 cover St.Vincent postal history very 
well, but only up to about 1900. Aleong2 discussed St. 
Vincent post offices during the 1980’s and early 1990’s. 
But there has been no more recent listing published. In

Figure 1. St. Vincent
Figure 2. Evesham Post Office (ca. 1969) 

A bit on the basic side...
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Figure 3. Colonarie Post Office (Oct 1969)

this article, I have combined past information with re
cent data on postmarks and registration labels that have 
been provided by the St. Vincent Philatelic Services3 
and Postal Officials.4

According to my contact at the St. Vincent Phila
telic Services, all post offices now have registration 
services. Such service was limited to just the larger dis

trict post offices until fairly recently, but no date was 
provided as to when this took effect.

Obtaining Postmarks and Registration Labels

I then formulated a plan to obtain copies of the current 
postmarks and registration labels in use. To this end, I 
prepared SASE’s to cover postage (ECS 0.90) and Reg
istration (ECS2.50) costs and submitted them to my 
contact. She then forwarded these to the various village 
postmasters/postmistresses for postmarking and regis
tration services. Examples of the various postmarks and 
registration labels are illustrated in the following sec
tions

The Postmarks

There are three general types of double circle postmarks 
in use. The first, shown in Fig. 4a for Peniston, includes 
the words "ST. VINCENT W.I." The second, is in
scribed "ST. VINCENT WEST INDIES" as shown in 
Fig. 4b for Barrouaille. The third is inscribed "ST. VIN
CENT AND THE GRENADINES" plus the village

Figure 4. Examples o f Current Postmarks.
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name. This is shown for Bequia (Port Elizabeth) in Fig. 
4c. There are two types of the smaller, single circle 
postmarks in use, the primary difference is that the type 
size is extremely small on the second type (and appears 
to be in use only in Kingstown and Layou). Figure 4d 
illustrates the single circle of Cumberland with the 
words "ST. VINCENT W.I." Similarly, Fig. 4e shows 
the inscription "ST. VINCENT WEST INDIES" on the 
single circle of Belmont.

Table 1 provides a listing of all St. Vincent Village 
Post Offices and shows the original opening date (and 
closure / reopen dates where applicable), the current 
status (OPEN or CLOSED), and the type of postmark in 
use: single circle (S) or double circle (D).

The Grenadines, shown in Figure 5, have only 
seven offices. Table 2 provides the complete informa
tion for them.

The Registration Labels

Registration labels in use currently appear to be of the 
Figure 5. The Grenadines o f  St. Vincent dry-gummed type with roulette perforations. They con

sist of a rectangular box with a large "R" on the left 
quarter side, the name of the post office above "St. Vin
cent," a divider line, and a handstamped number at the 
bottom. Two main types have been noted. The first is a
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Figure 6. The Registration labels.
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Table 1. St. Vincent village post offices.

V illage Post Office Opened Status Pmk(S/D) Comments
Amos Vale lM ayl936 OPEN S

Barrouallie 2Decl872 OPEN D Used "handwritten" registration (no label?)

Belmont 10ctl966 OPEN S

Biabou 2Dec872 OPEN D

Bridgetown 2 Dull 905 OPEN ?

Buccament
closed
reopened
closed

2Decl872 
31Decl887 
31 Dec 1887 
1 Aug1896

CLOSED

Byera Hill? 19Aprl958 OPEN S Possibly opened on 1 January 1958

Calder 23Novl964 OPEN D

Calliaqua 2Decl872 OPEN D

1 Campden Park lDecl973 OPEN S Used "handwritten” registration (no label?)

Chateaubelair 2Decl872 OPEN D

Clare Valley 1 N o v 1 9 8 9 OPEN D

Colonarie 2Decl872 OPEN S

Cumberland
closed
reopened
closed
reopened

2Decl872 
lAugl896 
3Mayl902 
31 Dec 1902 
lAprl910

OPEN s

Diamond Village lA prl970 OPEN s Used "Park Hill" registration label

Edinboro lM ayl936 OPEN D

Enhams lAprl988 OPEN ?

Evesham 2Marl953 OPEN D

Fancy 1Feb1984 OPEN S Used "Kingstown" registration label

Georgetown 2Decl872 OPEN D

Gomea 6Decl962 OPEN D

Greggs 17Sepl973 OPEN D

Lauders 10Aprl989 OPEN D note: need registration label...

Layou 2Decl872 OPEN S Postmarks uses small letters similar to Kingstown

Lodge Village 3Decl973 OPEN D Postmark reads "Lodge Village" but registration 
label is just "Lodge"

Lowmans Hill lJanl952 OPEN S Sub-post office established on 1 July 1941

Lowmans Windward lJanl952 OPEN D Registration label is abbrev. "Lowmans WD"

Mt. Grennan ? OPEN D Registration label paper with light blue tint

Mesopotamia
closed
reopened

2Decl872
31Decl887
10Febl888

OPEN D
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Table 1 (Cont’d). St. Vincent village post offices.

V illage Post Office Opened Status Pmk(S/D) Comments

New Adelphi 1 Jull913 CLOSED Transferred to New Grounds on 1 December 
1932

New Grounds lDecl932 OPEN D Originally named "New Ground"

O’BriensValley 23Novl964 OPEN S
P o stm ark  reads "O ’B rie n ’s V alley", but 
registration label reads "O’Briens", opening date 
may be 1 December 1964

Orange Hill lJunl912 OPEN D

Owia lDecl973 OPEN S

Park Hill lDecl962 OPEN D

Peniston ? OPEN D

Petit Bordel 2Janl992 OPEN 7

Peruvian Vale
closed
reopened

lJanl888
lJanl898

18Decl898
OPEN D

Prospect 16Nov 956 OPEN S Used generic "St. Vincent" registration label with 
"Prospect" handwritten, on light green paper

Questelles lJanl932 OPEN S

Rabacca
closed
reopened
closed

2Decl872 
31Decl887 

lJanl890 
1 Aug1896

CLOSED

Richland Park lM arl965 OPEN s "K" in "Park" on registration label is of a different 
font

Rilland Hill 16Augl973 OPEN s U sed "K ingstow n" reg istra tion  label with 
"Rilland Hill" handwritten, light green paper

Rose Bank 17Sepl973 OPEN s
Rose Hall ??Marl960 OPEN s
Sandy Bay 1 Nov1959 OPEN D

Sion Hill IMay 1936 OPEN D

South Rivers ? OPEN s
Spring Village ??Aprl959 OPEN s
Stubbs

closed
reopened

2Decl872
31Decl887
2Febl889

OPEN D

Troumaca lAprl910 OPEN D

Union Estate 
closed

2Decl872
21M1905 CLOSED Transferred to Bridgetown

Vermont 4M 1984 OPEN S Used "Buccament" registration label
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Table 2. The St. Vincent Grenadines village post offices.

Village Post Office Opened Status Pmk(S/D) Comments

Ashton, Union Island 10ctl894 OPEN D Moved to Clifton on 1 April 1911. Registration 
label paper of slight blue tint

Bequia (Port Elizabeth) 9Jull894 OPEN S

Canouan Island 10ctl894 OPEN D

Clifton, Union Island lA prl911? OPEN D Uses "UNION pmk, but "CLIFTON" is on the 
the Registration Label

M ayreau Island 10ctl894 OPEN S

M ustique Island 1 Feb1958 OPEN S

Paget Farm, Bequia lSepl945 OPEN D

narrow "R" such as those shown in Figs. 6a and 6b. The 
second is the wide "R", shown in Fig 6c. The "R" is of 
sans-serif type, while post office name and "St. Vincent" 
use serif typefaces.

Registration labels are generally on white paper. 
However, Ashton has been noted on paper with a slight 
blue tint; Prospect with light green paper on the generic 
St. Vincent registration label as shown in Fig. 6d; and 
Rilland Hill using a Kingstown registration label on 
light green paper. Minor variations in typeface styles 
and sizes exists such as the large "K" in Richland Park 
illustrated in Fig. 6e and the Georgetown with missing 
vertical line, Fig. 6f. The registration number is gener
ally of sans-serif type, however Mesopotamia (Fig. 6g) 
and New Grounds have been seen with serifed numbers. 
Provisional uses of the labels include Park Hill used in 
Diamond Village (Fig. 6h) and Kingstown used in 
Fancy (Fig. 6i).
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Early Example o f the
1874 Barbados One Penny Blue

B y  R o b e rt LEBOW

A recently discovered copy of the 
1874 Barbados one penny blue, 
perf 14 (Scott 45, SG 66) canceled 
on 29 April 1874 (see adjoining 
figure) could possibly represent a 
new earliest recorded date for this 
issue. This stamp was the last Bar
bados issue printed by Perkins,
Bacon, and Co. According to the Stamps o f Barbados by 
E. Bayley, this issue was dispatched from England to 
Barbados on March 28, 1874. The same source indicates 
that the one penny blue was mentioned in the American 
Journal o f Philately on May 20, 1874.

I

t

Since the shipment of stamps left from London, prob
ably passing through the port of Southampton, it could 
have arrived at Barbados in less than 30 days. Thus, it 
possible for this stamp to have been available at the Bar
bados General Post Office prior to 29 April 1874.

Can any members confirm that this is the earliest re
corded date? Examples of early dates, as well other infor
mation on the 1874 perf 14 Barbados one penny blue, 
would be greatly appreciated and can be directed to:

Bob Lebow 
1322 East Brooklake 

Houston, TX, 77077-3204 
e-mail: bobtex@prodigy.net.

mailto:bobtex@prodigy.net
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Caribbean Updates

by Gale. J. RAYMOND

Belize —  Another U.S. APO 34026 has trickled in from 
Belize, which cover had an additional double-circle 
small utility-dater in transit o f APO 34025 of the Ameri
can Embassy, Belize City. As the new APO is unlisted, it 
is apparently a Mail-Address-Only (MAO) for military 
forces with the drug interdiction operations working in 
and from Belize. Some MAOs have hand cancels, but 
most do not.

Bahamas — My last secretary and her husband spent 
May 1998 sharing a small house on Great Guana Cay, 
near Abaco Island. Surprisingly, all mail was hand can
celed with the large datestamp shown in Figure 1. She 
apologized, as the cay’s last-known postmark had gone 
missing, lost, or stolen a few years back. The dates- 
tamp’s temporary replacement was simply on loan from 
the district post office at Marsh Harbour, pending arrival 
of a new cancel for Great Guana Bay. Watch this space 
for updates —  but don’t hold your breath too long! Time 
flies when you are having fun in the balmy Bahamas.

If you enjoyed the previous article on the history of 
Whale Cay in the Berry Islands, Bahamas (BCPJ, June 
1991), be aware that an American edition of the book

POST O FFIC E  
DEPARTM ENT J

MAt 2 0

Marsh Harbour

Figure 1. Marsh Harbor handstamp.

THE QUEEN OF WHALE CAY, The Eccentric Story of 
"Joe" Carstairs, Fastest Woman on Water is now avail
able. Written by Kate Summerscale, this book was a 
London Times Bestseller. Readers should be broad
minded; a delightful book.

For reports (with dates) of other surviving steel 
datestamps of Whale Cay, Bahamas, I must thank Mi
chael Medlicott (1911), John Bonang (SEP1910), 
Trevor Davis (a QV Id dated JUL1911), Simon Gold- 
blatt (10APR1910), mine (19MAY1911), and again

_  P O ST  CA R D .

'Q & e .o L y  ^ 2 2 ,  a J b s u c

Address here

NsoSli ~i

J fe U v

Figure 2. Sole surviving Whale Cay, Bahamas picture postcard, December 1915.
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Trevor Davis (U.K.) for his apparently sole surviving 
picture postcard, Whale Cay dated DEC 1915, shown in 
Fig. 2. The "19" is omitted from all year dates. Trevor 
reports only six known datestamps of Whale Cay, and 
the sole postcard. Most strikes are only partial.

The John Forrest pair illustrated in the earlier article 
has the clearest full strike, and my own (ex-Gavalek) 
has the  next best W hale  Cay fu ll-strike  dated  
19MAY11. Thus, the known surviving cancels are in 
the APR 1910-1918 range. Any additional confirmed 
reports would be deeply appreciated. T. Davis confirms 
his postcard so cancelled exists only in his personal col
lection, and open weeping by those of us who have 
actually SEEN it has not swayed him at all.------

Amazingly, only three examples of the Berry Is
lands 1983 steel die cancels of Chubb Cay, Bahamas 
on registered covers or postcard are known to have sur
vived. A Dr. Walter Hess philatelic cover from Pitts
b u rg h  PA, dated  M ay 1929, ru b b e rs ta m p ed  
"NATIONAL ELIMINATION BALLOON RACES 
etc." bears a red-ink manuscript notation "Airmail de
layed by crash at Berry Islands May 4," backstamped 
Nassau, May 6, 1929. Yet another bit of Berry Islands 
postal history.

Sarasota Jury Selected

The philatelic jury for the 1999 Sarasota National 
Stamp Show, site of the BCPSG Annual General Meet
ing has been named.

In addition to our group, the Confederate Stamp 
Alliance will also be having their convention. Three 
BCPSG members are on the jury. They are: Dr. Peter P. 
McCann of Annapolis, MD; Jerone R. Hart of New 
Haven, CT; and David L. Herendeen of Torrance, CA. 
Dr. McCann is the chairperson. The remaining panel 
members are Dr. Daniel C. Warren of Gloucester, VA 
and Dr. James P. Mazepa of Oak Park, IL.

This jury has extensive experience and broad phila
telic knowledge, including the British Caribbean area.

ARE YOU READY 
FOR SARASOTA?

Less than Four Months 
to GO!!

London 200 Bulletin Available

Bulletin 1 for the The Stamp Show 2000, to be held 
from 22-28 May 2000 at Earls Court, London is now 
available. Attendees were able to receive them from the 
U.S Commisioners at StampShow 98. To request the 
Bulletin, those living in the eastern U.S. should contact 
commissioner:

Dr. Michael Dixon, FRPSL 
P.0 Box 60007 
Potomac, MD 20859-0007 
Phone: 301-299-7157 
eMail: mdd@access.digex.net

for those in the midwest or western U.S., contact com
missioner:

Ms. Ann Triggle, FRPSL 
4865 Spaulding Dr.
Clarence, NY 14031
Phone: 716-759-7185
eMail: atriggle @ acsu. buffalo, edu

No fees should be sent when requesting the applica
tion, but there is a $5 application fee due when submit
ting a completed application. Completed applications 
for philatelic exhibits must reach the commissioners by 
1 April 1999, and the deadline for published literature 
entries is 15 February 1999.

Richard C.A. Payne, FRPSL, is the Chairman of the 
Philatelic Advisory Board. The editor had an opportu
nity to spend some time with Richard during Stamp- 
Show 98. He is very enthusiastic about his show and 
invites everyone to be a part of the experience. BCPSG 
member and advertiser Chris Rainey is also a member 
of this prestigious board.

See Rob Wynstra's President’s Message in the June 
1998 issue of the BCPJ for details about the plans the 
Group is making for what has always been one of the 
greatest international stamp exhibitions. The highlight 
will be a two-day joint meeting with the British West 
Indies Study Circle (BWISC) on the weekend just prior 
to the Monday opening of the the show.

For the convenience of Canadian members, the 
commissioner is:

Mr. Clifford R Guile 
PO Box #180
Port Hope, Ontario LI A 3W3 
Phone: 905-885-7540

mailto:mdd@access.digex.net
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Cayman New Post Office

by Ivan BURGES

On Friday, 1 August 1997, the Grand Caymans Mail 
Processing Centre (MPC) opened its doors. The MPC, 
shown in Fig. 1, boasts a state of the art mail manage
ment system called perlnet. This allows the MPC to 
handle the sorting and distributing of all mail, including 
parcels and express in the Cayman Islands. Additionally, 
the MPC also offers full counter and retail service post 
office, named the Airport Post Office, or APO. The new 
Centre is located near Grand Caymans Owen Roberts 
Airport.

The MPC added 1,974 new post office boxes for 
customers to rent. This brings the total number of P.O 
boxes to 7,500.

The complex cost in excess of US$3 million to 
build. Unfortunately, there has been no official opening 
of the facility to date.

the APO. Regretfully, no information has been forth
coming from the postal authorities on when these can
celations were first used. The earliest of these is the 
postage paid APO marking, shown in Fig. 2, which was 
introduced in November 1997. A registration hand-

The MPC began operation using the cancellations 
of the George Town Head Post Office. These were soon 
replaced by three special cancellations for the MPC and

Figure 1. The new Grand Caymans Mail Processing Centre.
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Cayrran Islands Posts

RR800048605KY

J. Sink & Assoc 
P.O. Box 1543 
George Town 
Grand Cayman

REGISTERED
Figure 3. Registration handstamp.

stamp, shown in Fig. 3, is believed to have first been 
used in February 1998. Examples have been seen in 
both red and black ink.

Finally, the MPC cancelation, shown in Fig. 4, ap
peared in March or April 1998.

Peter H.G. Thompson, 1925-1998

Sadly, another long-time BCPSG early-bird, Peter H. G. 
Thompson, passed away on 2 July 1998 at the age of 
73.

An oilfield specialist ex-Persian Gulf and Trinidad, 
West Indies, Pete was an advanced collector of British 
Caribbean material, of which he enjoyed the quest and 
the postal history research enormously. A former Tex
aco staffman, he retired some years ago to Houston, TX 
where he lived at the time of his passing. He is survived 
by his beloved wife, Ann, and a large family of six. He 
will be missed.

Gale J. Raymond

Figure 4. The MPC cancellation.



British Caribbean Philatelic Journal________ September 1998, W/N 188 (Vol. 38, No. 3) 91

Letters to the Editor

I am heartened by the number of letters I have received 
since the June issue. The BCPJ belongs to all of the 
members and your feedback is both welcome and neces
sary. The success of the Journal should be measured by 
what it delivers to the membership. I pledge to always 
consider all comments, criticisms and suggestions and 
to act upon them as required. —  DLH

Really enjoyed the photos of the officers and members 
of BCPSG attending the annual meeting. As a relatively 
new member (2 years) of the group, it was nice to be 
able to put faces to the names I have been reading about 
and dealing with, and to see they are all as handsome as 
I imagined!

W.A. Atmore’s Jamaica article was fascinating, and 
I am still digesting it.

Altogether, a most enjoyable issue of the British 
Caribbean Philatelic Journal!

Annemarie Rodger 
Ottawa, Canada

A word of, I hope, minor constructive criticism about 
the June 98 Journal. I really dislike the appearance of 
the informational messages interspersed through the 
journal. I do think that mentioning Sarasota four times 
in thirty-six pages is overkill. It may be tempting to 
shove one in as a filler for page layout purposes as 
needed, but I got irritated by them after the second.

As for the appearance of those text boxes several 
comments: I found the triple border to be too heavy on 
the eye; an apparent attempt at shading within the text 
box (p. 46) did not look good; and the typeface you are 
using for your "Headlines" is distracting and mins the 
look of the rest of the page. I think Times Roman and 
whatever that is in the text boxes it is a bad mix. There 
are typeface combinations that mix well when used very 
judiciously, but this is not one of them.

On the other hand, I definitely liked your cover ef
fort of placing text on two arcs and keeping it upright 
rather than bending the letters as well as the baseline.

That came off looking very good above and "framing" 
the photo.

Unlike the majority, I do not consider the social 
aspects of the BCPSG (or any group) to be very impor
tant and am not interested in the "newsletter" aspects of 
it. Nevertheless, you, as editor, have to please as many 
as you can and still respect yourself in the morning, so I 
do not envy you the tough balancing act of which I was 
quite aware.

Bob Ingalls 
Connecticut

As Mr. Ingalls indicates, much of the "art" o f page lay
out is a matter of individual taste. As always, beauty is 
in the eye of the beholder. I actively solicit comments on 
both the content and look of the Journal from all read
ers. — DLH

You are doing a good job on the Journal. Michel is not 
an easy act to follow. I like the fellowship theme and I 
am interested in the descriptions of the awards collec
tions though I hope there is still room for the research 
articles. I think the balance was fine in the June Journal.

A more detailed description of the top specialised 
collections, with illustrations, would also be popular, I 
believe, particularly collections that are relatively 
"fresh" or that have not appeared in competition.

Charles Freeland 
Basel, Switzerland

Thanks for sending a copy of the BCPJ. I really enjoyed 
reading the magazine as well as looking over my own 
contribution. Your magazine is well done!

Thanks for devoting some space to KIDSTAMP. 
Your help was appreciated. I really enjoyed the Spot
light on BCPSG Exhibitors.

Nicole Pendleton 
Tennessee
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British Virgin Islands Stamp Show 98 Was a Resounding Success

By Giorgio MlGLIAVACCA

The 7th Annual Stamp Show at the new Barclays Bank 
building last weekend (20-21 June) was a huge success; 
this was quite apparent especially on Saturday 20 June 
when hundreds of visitors crowded the exhibition hall. 
Stamp and phone card collectors from St. Croix, St. 
Eustatius, St. Martin, St. Thomas, Martinique, Bar
celona (Spain), the USA, France and Britain spent the 
weekend at Barclays admiring the many interesting ex
hibits and buying and trading stamps, coins, and most of 
all, phone cards. Even Barclays General Manager, Mr. 
Charles Crane couldn’t help but remark publicly at the 
closing ceremony that he has seen serious money chang
ing hands.

On Saturday visitors were greeted by the Shooting 
Stars steel band and this added a special touch to the 
well organized event.

The exhibit from the Liechtenstein Postal Museum 
and Sports on Stamps (the exhibition’s theme) were the 
main attractions, but the addition of ten beautiful frames 
facilitated the organizers in attracting impressive dis
plays of phone cards, thematic collections, and special
ized studies, including early BVI and Victorian stamps.

A t the opening ceremony both Governor David 
Mackilligin (on his last public appearance in the BVI) 
and Chief Minister Ralph O ’Neal had words of praise 
for the organizers.

The palmares banquet was held on Saturday eve
ning at the Treasure Island Hotel with more than 50 
invitees in attendance. At the ceremony, awards and di
plomas were presented to exhibitors by Health, Educa
tion and Welfare Minister, Hon. Eileene Parsons. A 
special presentation to meritorious members of the BVI 
Philatelic Society saw Hon. Reuben Vanterpool present 
gift certificates to four ladies who have contributed to 
the Society with dedicated work; their names are: Mrs. 
Thelma Swain, Ms. lone Cox; Mrs. Astrid Wenske and 
Mrs. Jo Warner. [Both Ms. Cox and Mrs. Warner and 
members o f the BCPSG — DLH]

The flow of public was less intense on Sunday but 
despite Father’s Day activities and World Cup telecasts 
a few hundreds visited the exhibition.

A t the closing ceremony the results of the BVI 
Stamp Popularity Poll were announced with the 1997

Definitive Series featuring Game Fish (Most Important 
of the Year) and the Sir Francis Drake souvenir sheet 
(Best Design of the Year) securing the top positions.

Two students from Cedar School in Road Town 
(Rebecca Peck and Rebecca MacKenzie) and one stu
dent from the British Virgin Islands High School (Je- 
hiah Maduro) were declared winners of the "Design a 
Stamp" competition and their designs are now being 
utilized for the 1998 Festival stamps which will be is
sued in July. Each winner not only earned a $75 Savings 
Account at Barclays, but also a $300 check from Bar
clays for his/her school. In fact, Barclays has been the 
sponsor of the territory-wide competition since its in
ception in 1995; in that year four students designed the 
winning entries for the Christmas set. According to Bar
clays General manager, Mr. Charles Crane, it is hoped 
that the "Design a Stamp" competition will become a 
yearly affair with greater participation from all the local 
schools. He also urged Hon. Angel Smith to ensure a > 
larger participation from BVI schools, especially the 
outer islands such as Jost Van Dyke, Anegada, and Vir- ' 
gin Gorda.

The closing ceremony was attended by Education 
Ministry Private Secretary Hon. Angel Smith and 
Speaker of the House Hon. Reuben Vanterpool. Hon. 
Smith presented the prizes to the students and to the 
schools’ principals.

BCPSG member lone Cox at her exhibit frames.
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The date for the 1999 Stamp Show is already set for 
1 -2 May when members of the Italy and Colonies Study 
Circle will converge on the BVI to hold their Interna
tional Meeting and celebrate their 25th anniversary. The 
1999 show will not necessarily focus on Italian stamps 
since the visiting group, which is expected to range 
from 40 to 60, will exhibit stamps from a variety of 
countries. Vice-president of the BVI Philatelic Society, 
Roger Downing said that next year’s show will benefit 
from an extra large format to accommodate the visiting 
group while allowing local members to exhibit.

A lavish book of some 64 pages was published for 
the ’98 show; it includes interesting articles on Liech
tenstein stamps and postal history, Coats of Arms of the 
British West Indies, Falconry on Stamps, and Pavarotti 
& Friends on Stamps. It can be obtained by sending 
US$5 to the BVI Philatelic Society. Programs with 
valuable articles from earlier shows are also available at 
the same price. A special postmark saluting France 98 
World Cup was used for the two-day event (see adjacent 
figure); cacheted covers are available from the society at 
US$3 each. Overseas members are most welcome and, 
in fact, the Society already has over thirty of them.

The address of the BVI Philatelic Society is: P.O. 
Box 704, Road Town, Tortola, British Virgin Islands. 
The eMail address is: i s s u n S c a r i b s u r f  . com.

Exhibitors

The Stamp Show included 22 exhibits. [Note: BCPSG 
members are shown in bold italics — DLH]

lone Cox —  Sports on Stamps

Violet Decastro —  Sports on Caribbean Stamps

Roger Downing — BVI Varieties and Flaws: One 
Penny; BVI Varieties and Flaws: 6d., 1 shilling; Sports 
on Stamps - Czechoslovakia

Kieth & Rosemarie Flax — BVI Stamps

Richolette John —  Birds and Flowers on Stamps

John Lewis —  Olympic & Commonwealth Sports

Liechtenstein Postal Museum — Liechtenstein

Girogio Migliavacca — 20th Century Through Stamps

Jurgen Mossack —  Opera Composers on Stamps

Vernon Pickering — The Coins of Tortola of the 1800s; 
Football Stamps and Postmarks; Diana - The People’s 
Princess

Irma Smith —  Sports on World Stamps; Orchids, Scouts 
& GuidesThelma Swain —  Fauna on Stamps

Joyce Titley —  Sports * Royalty * Birds

Roseanne Vanterpool —  Montserrat

Jo Warner —  Badges & Emblems of the British West 
Indies; Victoria Regina: The Royal Image

Astrid Wnnzke —  Sports on Phone Cards

Member News

Continued from page 80

To assist in planning for this event, members who will 
be attending the Melbourne exhibition are asked to 
please contact him at: 5 Vest Place, Weetangera, Can
berra, ACT 2614, Australia; e-mail:

d in g l e @ c r e s . a n u . e d u . au

Additional details about Australia 99 are available on 
the Web at:

w w w .A u s t r a l ia 9 9 .c o m .a u

Sellman Wins Award at Stampex

The Autumn Stampex show will be held 30 September- 
4 October 1998 at the Business Design Centre in Lon
don. Member David Sellman will show his exhibit 
Bermuda - KGVI Commercial Keyplate Covers. In ad
vanced judging, he not only won a Silver medal at this 
National show, but he was also awarded the BGPSG 
Silver Medal. Hopefully he will show his exhibit at 
Stamp Show 2000 so that members outside of England 
have an opportunity to view it.

mailto:dingle@cres.anu.edu.au
http://www.Australia99.com.au
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Exhibits and Awards

by Paul A. LARSEN

I was particularly pleased to see several new British 
Caribbean exhibits at the Boxborough AGM. Exhibits 
mature over time and eventually are dismantled or dis
posed of. If we hope to attract our members to attend 
our meetings, and the unwashed to become interested in 
our subject areas, we must have exhibits that entertain 
and show the many facets of our specialty. We should all 
encourage our fellow members to start up new exhibits 
to replace those which have faded away. Better yet, 
overcome the inertia and start something new yourself!

COLOPEX 98
April 5-7,1998, Columbus, OH

R. SKAVARIL: (Literature) "St. Helena, Ascension, and 
Tristan da Cunha Philatelic Society’s 20th Anniversary 
Anthology," Vermeil

TEXPEX 98
April 17-19,1998, Dallas, TX

G. MlGLIAVACCA: Italian Prisoners o f War in USA Dur
ing World War II, Vermeil, APS Post-1940 Medal, 
AAPE Award

OKPEX 98
May 1-3,1998, Oklahoma City, OK

G. MlGLIAVACCA: Albania — Italian Occupation 1939- 
1943, Vermeil, APS Post-1940 Medal, AAPE Award 

R. SCHNELL: Thuringen -1945-1946, Silver 
R. SKAVARIL: (Literature) "St. Helena, Ascension, and 

Tristan da Cunha Philatelic Society’s 20th Anniversary 
Anthology," Gold

WESTPEX 98 
May 1-3, San Francisco, CA

Q. FERNANDO: Early Ceylon: Prestamp Markings, Im
perforate and Perforated Pence Issues, Grand, Gold, 
Best British Commonwealth Award, Best Asian Award 

G. MlGLIAVACCA: Italian Prisoners o f War in USA Dur
ing World War II, Vermeil, Post-1940 Medal

1998 Auction Results

by Ed WATEROUS

Thank you to all participants for making the 1998 auc
tion a success. There were a total of twelve consignors, 
eighty-four mail/intemet bidders, twelve floor bidders 
and one agent represented bidder. Total sales amounted 
to $10,780.00. Special thanks go to Peter Kaulback and 
Duane Larson who helped record the bidding, calculate 
the totals and collect proceeds from the floor bidders. Also 
kudos and a big “thank you” to Guy DiUaway who han
dled the return shipment of lots that were not sold at the 
Boxborough show. Final thanks to Barry Friedman who 
arranged for printing and mailing of the auction catalog 
and to David Druett who accepted and tracked invoice 
payments on the UK end. Mailing of lots began in earnest 
on May 22. The last lots were mailed on May 30.

Our auction saw much action in literature/ephem- 
era, covers, used postal stationery, stamp varieties and 
vintage, high quality post cards. Countries drawing the 
most competition were Bermuda, Jamaica, Barbados 
and the Cayman Islands. Covers attracting serious bids > 
included most of the scarce first flights, village/town 
markings and W.W.II censored mail. The Jamaica stam
pless cover lot estimated at $250-$300 was knocked 
down for $360. Please keep this report in mind when 
preparing your auction lots. Good items will bring seri
ous bidders.

I appeal to all members who are thinking of parting 
with part or all of their collections to consider the 
groups auction as an outlet for their material. Our mini
mum lot value is $10. The average realization this year 
was $34.50. We can break your collection down into 
smaller size lots than many auctioneers will. However, 
we still need some better material to reach the break
even point in our sales. Accepted for sale are stamps, 
covers, postal stationery, vintage picture post cards, lit
erature and ephemera directly related to the British Car
ibbean area. Keep in mind that ours is a specialist group 
and specialty items draw the most attention.

I am now accepting lots for the February 6, 1999 
sale. Consignments will be accepted until November 10, 
1998. The auction will be held in conjunction with the 
BCPSG annual group meeting at Sarapex in sunny Sara
sota, Florida. Plan to attend and have a great time. Ship 
your lots to: Edward Waterous, PO Box 1105, Home- 
wood, IL 60430. Phone (708) 799-9339 or e-mail: 

e w w a te ro u s O h o tm a i l . com .



British Caribbean Philatelic Journal________September 1998, W/N 188 (Vol. 38, No. 3) 95

Trinidad: The Birthplace of British Colonial Postage Due

by David L. HERENDEEN

Introduction

During the 113 years since their introduction, little has 
been written about the postage due stamps of Trinidad. 
The purpose of this paper is to draw together in a single 
work what is known of these issues. Only the colonial 
era, 1885-1962, is considered. A study of rates and us
ages, with the exception of several example covers, is 
not presented. Note that although Trinidad and Tobago 
were unified in 1913, all of the postage dues were sim
ply inscribed “Trinidad.” As will be seen, there are sev
eral areas of inquiry for which definitive answers are 
unavailable. Perhaps new information will surface and 
add to the understanding of these issues.

The importance of the Caribbean islands in the 
comparative study of postage due stamps in the colonial 
empires is well established.1 With the sole exception of 
the Netherlands East Indies (1874), the use of colonial 
postage due adhesives was initiated in the Caribbean.

The first Caribbean postage dues, which were lo
cally printed, appeared in Guadeloupe in 1876. These 
were followed by those of Trinidad in 1885. The post
age dues of Trinidad have played an important role in 
the development of B ritish  colonial postage due 
stamps.2 The keytypes created by Thomas De La Rue 
and Co. for the island, and the subsequent modification 
of the design produced for Grenada in 1891, resulted in 
two of the most durable postage due stamp designs, 
each in continuous use for nearly a century.3

A Modest Beginning — 1885

In mid-1883, the administration of Trinidad decided to 
introduce special adhesive stamps to be used in collect
ing fines on unpaid and short-paid mail. These stamps 
were to be inscribed “Surcharge Postage.” Considering 
that the non-philatelic meaning of surcharge is “to 
charge an additional fee,” this is a reasonable choice of 
words. It was determined that a series of nine values, 
ranging from V̂ d to 1/-, was needed. This resulted in the 
longest postage due series to ever appear in the British 
Crown colonies.

De La Rue produced a hand-painted essay for this 
new design, shown in Fig. 1. This design concept was 
accepted, and a formal set of dies for the duty plates was

Figure 1. Original De La Rue art work 
of the fu ll design and proposed duty values.

Figure 2. Composite die proofs 
of the fina l design for the duty values.
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CA
a.

Crown CA

Figure 4. Watermarks used for the postage dues.

made. A composite proof of these, dated 14 November 
1883, is shown in Fig. 2. It is supposed that the circles 
around the duty values were added later to show the 
aspect ratios of the numbers. They cannot be part of the 
dies because it would be impossible to print them on the 
frames with perfect registration. No displaced circles are 
noted on the issued stamps.

Having missed the start of the fiscal year, it appears 
that the administration decided to hold the stock of 
stamps until the next year. This is evidenced by a Gen
eral Post Office Memorandum,6 signed by the Postmas
ter-General J.A. Bulmer, that was distributed to 
businesses in November 1884 stating that:

The De La Rue keyplate method was selected to 
reduce production costs. Thus, a single frame plate was 
laid down and used for printing all of the values. Fig. 3 
shows a cut-down die proof of the frame, probably re
moved from the printer’s day books. Only a few copies 
of this proof are known.

Plates of 60 set, 10 rows by six columns, were cre
ated. Ordinary paper watermarked Crown CA, shown in 
Fig. 4a, was used. The stamps were comb perforated 14. 
Each sheet included four plate numbers. These are 
found on the top margin above the second and fifth 
stamps, and in the bottom margin under the second and 
fifth stamps as shown in Fig. 10.

The author has been unable to find any information 
regarding individual printings for this issue. However, it 
seems likely that in the 20 years of use, numerous print
ings must have been made. This would help explain the 
confusion found in describing the shades of ink used for 
these stamps. Because color shades are so often in the 
eye of the beholder, these dues have been variously re
corded as slate-black (e.g. Bridger and Kay,11 Gibbons), 
blue-black (Crouch)4, and black (e.g. Scott and Yvert et 
Tellier). Others have used descriptions including gray 
and greenish black.

The stamps were requisitioned on 23 October 1883, 
and De La Rue was instructed to prepare the die and 
plates on 13 November.5 They sent the design and cost 
estimate to the Crown Agents the following day. The 
simple design was very economical to produce: £30 for 
the (frame) die and plate, and £3 each for the duty 
plates. The quantities printed ranged from 24,000 of the 
Id to 1,500 of the 1/-. The order was invoiced on 29 
January 1884.

On and after 1st January, 1885, the sum to be col
lected in Trinidad, from the addressee, on unpaid 
and insufficiently paid Correspondence will be rep
resented by a Special Stamp, or Stamps, similar to 
the specimen below.

Those stamps will be affixed to the cover o f  the Let
ters, &c.

With a view to expediting the delivery o f  mails by 
abolishing the present system o f debiting unpaid 
charges in the books o f  this Department, and also of 
preventing errors o f overcharges, I  beg to solicit your 
co-operation by providing your messenger, on the 
arrival o f each Mail, with a sum sufficient to cover 
the charges on any unpaid or insufficiently paid Cor
respondence so that the charges may be collected 
when the Correspondence is delivered.

From the date mentioned, all Registered and Unpaid 
Correspondence fo r  your firm, arriving by English 
Mail, will be delivered in the room set apart for 
delivery to Private Boxholders together with the or
dinary Correspondence.

This memorandum is important not only because it 
announces the introduction of the postage dues, but also 
because it clearly expresses the reason to do so in terms 
of the accounting system. It thus confirms that the ad
ministration of Trinidad had a demand for these stamps, 
and that they had integrated them into their postal ac
counting system. This is the criteria Gough7 and other 
specialist have used to establish legitimacy of a postage

• odue issue. Marriott provides a detailed description of the 
procedures used in handling the postage due mail and ac
counting for the stamps themselves.



Figure 5. Earliest known cover and only 8d on cover, 20 April 1885

Figure 6. One o f fewer than five known covers with the Is.

The initial printing quantities for the lower values 
were large, further indicating a significant volume of 
short and unpaid mail. An anomaly occurs, however, in 
that only around 10 covers from the 19th Century have 
survived even though thousands must have existed. The 
earliest known cover, dated 20 April 1885, is shown in 
Fig. 5. This cover is also distinctive in that it is the only 
known use of the 8d due. This charge included 6d pay
able for carriage from England.

It is concluded that the unpopularity of postage due 
labels, and the general disinterest in saving entire covers 
during this era, must explain the contradiction. This hy
pothesis is supported by a similar shortage of covers for 
the 19th century postage dues of Grenada.1 Additionally 
scarce are the usages of the high values. One of fewer 
than five covers known with the Is value is shown in

Fig. 6. This heavy, wax-sealed cover to a ship passen
ger, dated 20 February 1901, was charged 14d with a 
combination of the 1/- and 2d dues.

The Local Specimens
Samuel9 records two types of local specimen overprints 
of the 1885 issue. Shown in Fig. 7, these are designated 
Types TRI1 and TRI2 (all specimen types cited in this 
paper are those defined by Samuel in Ref. 9). The exact 
circumstances leading to these are unclear. Regarding 
TRI1, Samuel notes that: “...On the 1850 CC 5s and on 
the 1876 CC 14 6d bright yellow-green we find the first 
of the local handstamps Type TRI1. But it is believed 
that these stamps were not overprinted until about 1884 
when together with the Queen’s Head issues they 
formed a presentation set of denominations from V^d to 
5s which also included the first postage due stamps.”
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Specimen 

a. Type TRI1

SPECIMEN

b. Type TRI2

Figure 7. The local Specimen overprints.

stamps, they are discussed in a subsequent section of 
this paper.

The Multiple Crown CA Issue — 1905

With the introduction by the Crown Agents of the Multi
ple Crown CA watermarked paper, shown in Fig. 4b, a 
new series of eight postage dues was printed in 1905-06. 
This was done as supplies of the old values became 
exhausted. The same plates were used, and the 
value, which had no functional use, was eliminated. The 
author has not found any detailed printing information 
for this issue.

He also indicates that the second local handstamp, Type 
TRI2, is found on all denominations of the 1896-1900 
issues and on the 1885 postage due set.

He believes that handstamp TRI1 was introduced in 
1884 and TRI2 in 1896. However, no documentary evi
dence is available to explain them in detail.

Varieties
Thomas De La Rue and Co. had a reputation of printing 
the highest quality stamps for more than a century. As 
such, very few varieties may be found. There are, how
ever, several for this first postage due issue.

There are two varieties in the Royal Collection10 
which have not been seen elsewhere. The first is the 2d 
value printed in blue-black, and the second is the 8d 
printed double. There must have been at least 60 of the 
latter, illustrated in Fig. 8a, but perhaps after the presen
tation to the Crown, the remainders were destroyed.

A third variety, shown in Fig. 8b, is the V^d strongly 
offset on the reverse. Several additional varieties, in
cluding the so-called the “Upright Slash” also exist. As 
these were common to all of the 1/- denominated

Varieties
Again, several varieties have been noted for this issue. 
Both the 3d and 4d values with inverted watermark have 
been reported, three of the former and only a single 
example of the latter have been noted. Other varieties 
include those for the 1/- described below.

The Multiple Script CA Issue — 1922

In 1921 the Crown Agents changed to the Multiple 
Script CA watermarked paper (Fig. 4c) for all of the 
colonial stamp issues. Although Trinidad and Tobago 
were merged in 1913, and although the inscriptions on 
the postage stamps were changed accordingly, the To
bago name was never added to the postage dues during ! 
the colonial period. Rather than reprinting the entire 
supply of Trinidad postage dues, the paper change was 
again made only as supplies in stock were exhausted. 
Not surprisingly, the four higher values (5d to 1/-), 
which were required far less often than the four lower 
ones (Id  to 4d), were not printed until late in World War 
II (1944-45). As will be seen subsequently, this is a 
decade after the conversion to decimal currency.

This staggering of release dates resulted in an anom
aly with regard to the specimen stamps. The complete 
“set” includes three different types, as shown in Fig. 9. 
The 2d shows Type D12; the Id, 3d and 4d Type D16 in 
red; and the remainder the Type D21 perforation. These 
three types of specimens were used during the periods 
1884-1922, 1922-28, and 1941-48, respectively.

The Upright Slash and Other Varieties
One of the few plate varieties of all three Sterling issues 
occurs on the 1/- postage dues. It has been cataloged 
as the Upright Slash variety which appears in the fifth 
column of each row in the plate. In fact, each of the six 
stamps in the row have readily distinguishable differ-
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SPECIMEN S P E C I M EN

pmm

12 which illustrates the differences in the slashes. 
The inset shows the duty values isolated with 
their angles indicated. The subtended angles 
range from 73° to 82°. In fact, those in the fifth 
column are more upright than the others. The 
author notes that the stamps in column three 
shown a very pronounced tilt (the Falling Slash) 
thus it is not clear why the Upright Slash gets 
preferential status in catalogs. Marriott12 has 
made the same observation about this position, 
and he identified four other minor varieties.

a. Type D12 b. Type D16 c. Type D21

Figure 9. The U.P. U. Specimens

It is somewhat perplexing that six duty values 
would be made. The standard De La Rue proce
dure was to produce a complete pane using a single

12ences. Marriott studied them in detail and measured 
some of their characteristics, especially the length of the 
slashes, the thickness of the dashes, and the distance 
between the cipher 1 and the dash. He also presents a 
qualitative assessment of the relative slant, position and 
thickness of the slash. The author has verified these meas
urements accurately using computer graphics tools.

The only reasonable way for this variation to occur 
is that when laying down the plate for the 1/- duty value, 
six unique dies were engraved. A stereo was then made 
from these, and this was duplicated 10 times to create 
the pane of 60. Fig. 10 shows a bottom margin block of

die. It is difficult to imagine what economy 
might be gained by using the method seen here.

An interesting aside is that only one other colony is
sued a 1/- postage due stamp of the De La Rue keytype: 
Gold Coast in 1951. It appears that the same duty plate 
was used to print these because the Upright Slash variety 
is found in the same position. In fact, even after the Gold 
Coast became the independent country of Ghana, the same 
plate was used to print the new 1/- values.

Another newly reported variety is a flaw on the 8d 
reported by Medlicott.13 The variety shows a flattening 
on the top of the “8” and the riser of the “d” is com-

Figure 10. The "Upright Slash" variety.
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Table 1. Use o f sterling dues in the Caribbean colonies during the decimal period.

CO LON Y LAST IMPERIAL CONVERSION TO FIR ST DECIMAL
TOTAL PERIOD OF 

USE O F PENCE  
D U R IN G  DECIM AL ERA

DUE PRINTED DECIM AL CURRENCY DUES ISSUED

Trinidad and Tobago 1945 1 FEB 1935 1 SEP 1947 151 MONTHS j

Grenada 1945 10 OCT 1949 1 MAR 1952 <29 MONTHS

Barbados 1948 1 MAY 1950 8 DEC 1950 >8 MONTHS

St. Lucia 28JUN 1947 1 OCT 1949 1 OCT 1949 NONE

pletely truncated. This gives the appearance of the value 
“8a.” It is conjectured that this was caused by a tempo
rary obstruction on the roller or plate, and that other 
examples may exist. As such, it is an oddity rather than 
a plate flaw.

Sterling Usages in the Decimal Era
Commencing 1 Febmaiy 1935, Trinidad and Tobago 
converted from sterling to decimal currency. This was 
not, however, reflected by the postage due stamps until 1 
September 1947.

While this seems to be an unusual occurrence, two 
of the three other East Caribbean colonies repeated this 
pattern, although for much shorter periods. This is sum
marized in Table 1. In point of fact, however, Trinidad 
had introduced their first local currency, a decimal dol
lar, as early as 1836.14 By 1905, these Trinidad dollars 
were tied to the pound sterling at the rate of $4.80 to £1. 
These were used interchangeably, and sterling coinage re
mained in circulation. Thus, the use of dual currency was 
well established. Other British Caribbean colonies also 
used dual currency.

Again, no documentary evidence has been forth
coming which can prove that this use was officially 
authorized by the postal authorities, with or without the 
agreement of the Colonial Office. However, the empiri
cal evidence verifies these usages. The earliest noted is 
an incoming cover from Canada charged 3d in June 
1936, and the latest, an incoming cover from England 
charged 2/6. The latter is shown in Fig. 11.

The First Decimal Issue — 1947

As noted, the 1935 currency conversion was not re
flected by the postage due stamps until 1 September 
1947 when a new series of eight values, ranging from 2c 
to 24c was released. The ratio of the new Trinidad cur
rency was 2c for each sterling Id. The series was distrib
uted to the  U.P.U. with the Type D21 punched 
specimen, as shown in Fig. 12.

The Final Issue — 1953

The Crown Agents introduced chalky paper in the 
1950’s. The postage due stamps of many 
colonies were printed on this paper as 
supplies became exhausted and new or
ders were placed. For this issue, a de
tailed printing record, presented in Table 
2, is documented.15

Although Trinidad & Tobago gained 
their independence on 31 August 1962, 
these dues remained in use until 1969 
when a new series appeared. The stamps 
were finally inscribed Trinidad & To
bago.

The Watermark Errors
Sometime in the early 1950’s several of 
the crowns fell off the dandy roll used in 
manufacturing the MSCA paper. The re-

Figure 11. Late use o f sterling dues during 
the decimal period, 28 Apr 1947
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Figure 12. Specimens o f  the decimal issue.

Table 2. Printings o f  the last issue o f postage 
dues during the colonial era.

DATE VA LU ES PRINTED

20JAN53 2c, 6c, 12c

10AUG55 2c, 4c, 6c, 10c, 12c, 24c

10SEP58 2c, 8c

10OCT61 2c, 4c, 6c, 8c, 10c, 16c

suit is illustrated in Fig. 13a. A number of sheets of 
paper were produced and used to print postage stamps 
for Johore and the Seychelles. Coincidentally, the post
age due stamps of nine colonies were also printed on 
this missing crown paper. These included Trinidad and 
Tobago and four other Caribbean colonies. In an attempt 
to correct the error, a new crown of the wrong type was 
inserted. This is called the St. Edward’s Crown (Fig. 
13b). Small quantities of the same stamps were then 
printed with this paper. These two varieties represent 
true watermark errors, not simply misoriented paper as 
is often the case.

a. b.

Figure 14. Other derivatives.

The history of the colonial Trinidad and Tobago 
postage dues ended on 31 August 1962 when the islands 
gained their independence from Britain.

Other Derivatives

Around 1900, the 3d postage due duty and plates were 
used as the basis for a revenue stamp used for collecting 
governmental fees. Shown in Fig. 14a, the stamp was 
printed in violet, and the FEE overprint applied in a sepa
rate operation. A n additional Id postage due overprinted as 
a revenue stamp has been chronicled by Ramkissoon.16

Grenada, a close neighbor of Trinidad, requested its 
own “Surcharge Postage” stamps in 1891. De La Rue 
created a handpainted essay for the design, shown in 
Fig. 14b, using the Trinidad issue as a model. Note that 
the only significant difference between these designs is 
the removal o f the inner rectangular frame and the addi
tion of fleurons in each comer.

Both watermark errors are found on the lc, 6c and 
12c, all of which were issued 20 January 1953. By the 
time the next values were printed in 1955, the error had 
been corrected.

Crown Error Crown Error

Figure 13. The watermark errors.

Further Research

This paper has presented all of the information available
to the author. Several open questions remain, including:
1. Are there records in the De La Rue archives that give 

information on the specific printings, and quantities, 
for the first three issues? Easton’s5 citation of the 
initial print quantities may indicate that this is true. 
However, he fastidiously records print quantities of 
virtually all issues in his book, but only makes vague 
reference to overall quantities of the 1885 postage due 
issue. Surely this question can be resolved by addi
tional searches through the archives which are held 
by the British Library.

2. There is still a lack of information about the local 
specimen overprints. If they were in fact created for
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presentation, then how many were prepared, to whom 
were they presented, and why?

3. It appears from several dozen covers viewed by the 
author that the use of the sterling dues from 1932 to 
1947 was sanctioned by the postal officials in Trini
dad. The use of dual currency notwithstanding, it 
strikes the author as odd that the Colonial Office 
would allow the use of dual currency stamps beyond 
a short transitional period. What is needed are domes
tic covers during the period which are shortpaid, 
franked with sterling stamps, marked due in decimal 
currency, and paid with sterling dues showing the 
2-to-l ratio. In lieu of any official records, this would 
at least establish the nominal value placed on the 
sterling dues locally. The incoming international cov
ers show them to be used at their old face values, 
which, of course, would simplify processing since 
most of the foreign mail was arriving via London.

Conclusion

This paper has presented a comprehensive study of the post
age due stamps of Trinidad and Tobago during the colonial 
era. It has drawn together into a single document disparate 
information from many sources. Finally, it has identified 
several aspects of these issues —  printing quantities, the 
local specimens and the usage of sterling issues after deci
malization — that may be topics for further research.
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StampShow 98 Features Many BCPSG Members

StampShow 98, the 112th Annual Convention of the 
American Philatelic Society, was held in Santa Clara, 
CA from 27-30 August 1998. Many BCPSG members 
were in attendance, and many received awards and rec
ognition.

Mea Culpa —  The C o f  C

In the June issue, while I mentioned two members who 
were competing for Champion of Champions honors at 
StampShow, I failed to name three others! For this I 
humbly apologize. The honored members are Ann Trig- 
gle of Clarence, NY, Dr. Quintus Fernando of Tucson, 
AZ and Jeffrey K. Weiss of Friday Harbor, WA. Ann, 
who has wide-ranging philatelic interests and numerous 
exhibits, qualified for the C o f C with her exhibit 
CYMRU (Wales), which won the Grand Award at AIR- 
PEX 98. Quintus won the Grand Award at Westpex 98 
for his exhibit Early Ceylon: Prestamp Markings, Im
perforate and Perforated Pence Issues. Jeff made it to 
the top with his relatively new exhibit at Philex with 
Postal Affairs o f the Seychelles to 1902.

When combined with this year’s Cameron award 
winner Richard Maisel, and Dr. Roger Schnell, both 
noted in the last issue, BCPSG members represented 
nearly 20% of the C of C entrants. Well Done!

The Juries

Member W Danforth Walker joined a distinguished 
philatelic jury which included F. Burton Sellars (chief), 
James Adams, Steven Luster, Richard C.A. Payne, and 
Charles Peterson. The literature jury was headed by 
member Guy Dillaway and included our vice president 
Russ Skavaril. They were joined by Nancy Z. Clark and 
Earle Plyler.

The Open Competition

A  number of BCPSG members had entries in the open 
competition. Steve Schumann won a Gold medal for his 
exhibit New Zealand Postal Stationery, 1876-1936 as 
well as the Marcus White Award presented by the U.S. 
Postal Stationery Society. John L. DuBois won a Silver 
medal for The United States and Brazil Mail Steamship 
Companies: 1865-1893. In the single frame competi-

Ann Triggle Jeff Weiss

tion, former BCPJ editor and past President George 
Bowman won a Gold medal for his exhibit The First 
Type o f Id Stamps o f Nevis. This exhibit also won the 
Ingeberg Herst Award for the Best Single Frame Exhibit 
(see photo below). Hearty congratulations to all.

The Literature Competition

Immediate Past Editor Michel Forand had two entries 
in the literature competiton. The first, The Leeward Is
lands, a Postal History Anthology, received a silver 
medal. His second entry, Volume 37 of the BCPJ, was 
awarded a Vermeil medal with the Felicitations of the 
jury. Kudos to Michel for a fine job!

The American Philatelic Congress

The 64th American Philatelic Congress was also held at 
StampShow. Participation by BCPSG members was in
credible. Please see page 80 for more information.

George Bowman with Ingeberg Herst Award
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Stan Durnin Award Committee Named

Stan Durnin, a Leeward Islands specialist, was Vice- 
president (1968) and President (1969-70) of the 
BCPSG. He died suddenly in December 1977, at a rela
tively young age. The following year, the Stanley C. 
Durnin Memorial Award was instituted by the Group, 
to be given annually for the best article in the journal. 
This was intended both to honor a member who was 
well liked by everyone and to encourage other members 
to write for the journal. The award was initially funded 
by donations from Group members, including past 
presidents Gale Raymond and Paul Larsen. The award 
was given for a few years beginning with the 1979 vol
ume but somehow fell into oblivion after a while.

The Board of Directors has decided to revive the 
Durnin Award and has appointed Michel Forand, past 
BCPJ editor, Charles Freeland, and Chuck Cwiakala 
to the committee that will evaluate articles for the 
award. The committee is currently reviewing the award 
criteria, which will appear in the December issue. The 
first award will be presented at the AGM in Sarasota in 
February 1999.

Mr. Kurt H. SCHAU 

Mr. Abraham SIEGEL 

Mr. Russ D. STTCHLER 

Mr. Michael S u l l iv a n  

Mr. Michael J. W a r d  

Mr. Colin M. W EN B O RN

Resignation

Mr. Richard PECK

PAY YOUR 1999 
DUES EARLY

Complete the enclosed 
form and mail to 

the appropiate BCPSG 
representative

Membership Changes

The following membership changes are presented for 
the record:

Dropped for Nonpayment o f Dues

Ms. Dorothy ADACH
Mr. Louis E. BARNES
Mr. Alan BECKER
Mr. Commandant M. BlLHAUT
Mr. Jeffrey Dow
Mr. Bill Duncan
Mr. Michael GOLDBERG
Mr. Richard C. HEAP
Dr. Walter K. HOFFMAN
Mr. John M. JORDAN
Mr. Donald G. JOSS
Ms. Lois M. MAZZA
Mr. Paul L. MILES
Mr. Frank MONTGOMERY
Mr. Roy PAWLUCKI
Ms. Jeanne B. POGUE
Mr. Gabe PUSTEL
Mr. Hugh ROBOTHAM

NEW ADVERTISING RATES
Advertising rates for 1998 are as follows:

Width Height

Full Page 7” 91/2" $80 $160 $240 $300

Half Page 1" 43/4" $40 $80 $120 $150

Quarter Page 3V2" 43/4" $20 $40 $60 $75

Number o f Insertions 
1 2  3 4

The cost of back-page space, when available, is 10% 
above the regular rate. One-time ads are accepted at 40% 
of the yearly rate. The initial advertising copy should be 
sent to the Advertising Manager along with remittance. 
Changed copy should be forwarded to the Editor by the 
following deadlines: for the March issue, 15 January; for 
the June issue, 15 April; for the September issue, 15 July; 
for the December issue, 15 October. Computer file pre
ferred (contact Editor), actual-size, camera-ready copy is 
acceptable.

Checks to be made payable to the "British Caribbean 
Philatelic Study Group," Please forward payment to the 
Advertising Manager:

Mr. Charles Cwiakala 
1527 South Fairview Avenue 
Park Ridge, IL 60008, USA
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Do you collect British West 
Indies Postal History?

Our stocks consist of British Commonwealth 
Postal History (with post cards from some 
colonies). If you would care to inform us of 
your collecting interests, we would be de

lighted to send you photocopies of any 
relevent items we obtain.

Besides being members of the BCPSG, we 
are members of the P.T.S. (London). Prices in 

sterling or US dollars.

CHRIS RAINEY
5 Kelly Road, Bowers Gifford 

Basildon, Essex SS13 2HL, U.K.

TELEPHONE: 01144 268 726687 
FAX: 01144 268 590781

BRITISH EMPIRE EXCLUSIVELY

REQUEST A CATALOGUE FOR OUR NEXT PUBLIC AUCTION. 
PLEASE SPECIFY YOUR INTERESTS.

WANT LISTS INVITED FOR PRE-1935 MATERIAL. 
REFERENCES PLEASE.

WE ARE BUYERS OF BETTER BRITISH COMMONWEALTH STAMPS, 
POSTAL HISTORY AND SPECIALIST ITEMS.

jHictcrta Ji»tamp C om pany
PHOEBE A. MACGILLIVARY 

P 0 . BOX 745, RIDGEWOOD, NJ 07451, USA 
PHONE (201) 652-7283 FAX (201) 612-0024

WANTED
SEA FLOOR - BAHAMAS

Buying covers, cards, cancels, and collateral material re
lating to the P.O. and expedition that operated there from 
1939 to 1942. Pay minimum of $75 each for items I can 
use.

Also buying artists’ drawings, essays, proofs, errors, 
freaks, etc. of Bahamas Scott nos. 106, 122, 168, 168a, 
216,242 and 264.

All offers acknowledged.
Fred Schmitt 
P.O. Box 67 

Woodbury, NY 11797 
(516) 367-4030 (24 Hours)

Member: ASDA, APS, PTS, CSDA, etc.
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Do you Collect

the WEST INDIES and the 
CARIBBEAN AREA?
As the leading SPECIALISED POSTAL AUCTION 
fo r the CARIBBEAN and the WEST INDIES,
founded in 1976, we hold 6 to 8 sales per year and 
cater for the Specialist, the General Collector and the 
Beginner. We offer quality in POSTAL HISTORY, 
STAMPS, PROOFS, SPECIMENS, BOOKS, POST
AL STATIONERY, & EARLY MAPS from the 16th 
century onwards.

Write ot telephone for FREE CATALOGUE.

^P H IL A T E L IC  ^  
Q  AUCTIONS g

Dept. BCPJ 
P.O. Box 17 
Thirsk, N. Yorks 
Y07 1TT 
ENGLAND

Telephone: Thirsk (0845) 523942
Member: BCPSG, BWISC

Always the Unusual, 
Esoteric & Inimitable...

We offer Mail Sales w ith extremely 
interesting material in the $25 -  $150 
range. In addition, our Public Auctions 
offer appropriately rare and specialized 
material.

We are always interested in buying 
specialized items or collections.

Our Mail Sale and Public Auction catalogs are sent free to members 
of The British Canbbean Philatelic Study Group on request. Please specify 
which catalog you wish.

George 
"" Alevizos

2800 28th Street. Suite 323 
Santa Monica. C a lifo rn ia  904OS 
Telephone: 213/4S0-2543 
Cal. Auc. Lie. No. A 1229

ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF 
JAMAICAN PHILATELY

Volume 1
Postage Stamps to 1935 

by
Derek Sutcliffe & Steve Jarvis

400+ pages contained in a 
Customised Multi-ring Binder.

Much new information about Design with 
Sheet Layout diagrams, Listings of Essay and 

Proof material and Tables of 
Varieties and Errors.

Price: US$72.00 (£39.00) 
plus post & packing 
US$13.00 (£7.08)

(US & Rest of World - Surface Mail)
£4.90 (UK & EU)

Contact: W. Clary Holt, Post Office Drawer 59, 
Burlington, North Carolina 27216 (if paying in US$) 

or
Peter C. Ford, 28, Orchard Close, Hail Weson,

St. Neots, CAMBS, PE19 4LF, UK 
(if paying in UK£)

COMMERCIAL
M A I L
We have recent commercial mail, many with local usages, 
including meters, inter-island, registered governmental 
stampless, etc from many of the Caribbean countries (in
cluding Bermuda).

Prices start from $US 2. Limited supply.
Please write/fax for details.

We also carry earlier material.
US$ or GB£ checks accepted.STEVEN G. ZIRINSKY

Box 49, Ansonia Station, NY, NY 10023 USA 
Tel: 212-665-0765 FAX: 718-706-0619 

eMail: szerinsky@compuserve.com

Member: ASDA APS PTS

mailto:szerinsky@compuserve.com
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THE
BRITISH

COMMONWEALTH
O • F N - A * T « I * 0 « N * S

We are active buyers and sellers of stamps and postal 
history of all areas of pre-1960 British Commonwealth, 
including individual items, collections or estates.
Want lists from all reigns are accepted with references.

“VISIT OUR BOOTH AT 
MOST MAJOR SHOWS”

L. W. Martin, Jr.

CROWN COLONY STAMPS
P.O. Box 1198 

BELLAIRE, TEXAS 77401 
PH. (713) 781-6563 • FAX (713) 789-9998 •  ®

SPECIAL OFFERS

Literature
Gisburn H.D. ’Postage stamps and postal history of the Bahamas.’ 144pp, 1950 .........................................£25
Glazer M. ’KGV high value stamps of Bermuda, 1917-1938.’ 208 large pp, 1994  £30
Rodway J. The post office in British Guiana before 1860.’ 27pp p/copy reprint.................................................. £6
Sefi A.J. The postage stamps of Grenada.’ 39pp, 1912................................................................................ £45
Aguilar E.F. ’The Philatelic handbook of Jamaica, vol. 2.’ 129pp, 1960. Few worm holes............................. £7.50
Foster T. ’Jamaica. The postal history 1662-1860.’ 179pp, 1968...................................................................... £12
Britnor L.E. ’Montserrat.’ B.W.I. Study Paper No. 4. 95pp, 1965........................................................................£65
Melville F.J. ’Nevis.’ Includes plating guide of Medicinal Spring issue.60pp, 1910.......................................... £16
Marriott J.B. ’The philatelic history of Trinidad to 1862.’ 65pp, 1963............................................................... £65

Post and packing extra. Payment by credit card, dollar cheque or Sterling cheque.

FOR SALE BY PRIVATE TREATY
Turks Islands 1881 Setting 3, ’4’ on 1/- lilac complete sheet of 30 showing double perforations at lower right and 

two examples of the double surcharge (SG45a, 46a). Overall light gum toning. A fine and unique piece.
Ex Ferrari and Hind and illustrated on page 34 of Challis’s handbook. Price £22,000

PENNYMEAD AUCTIONS
1 Brewerton St., Knaresborough, HG5 8AZ 

Tel/Fax 01423 865962 
eMail: Pennymead@aol.com

mailto:Pennymead@aol.com
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The British Empire
A-Z 1840-1935 Mint and Used

The Largest and Most Valuable 
Stock in America

W A N T  L I S T S
For decades we have had the great pleasure of working 
closely with our clients in the formation of many fine pri
vate and international exhibition standard collections. I 
will be pleased to place our expertise at your disposal.

■ 30 Volumes in all price ranges, individually stocked!
■ You may acquire exactly those items that you need!

■ Receive on approval (references please) or per quotation! 
■ Scott or Stanley Gibbons numbers!

■ Prompt, expert service!

COLONIAL STAMP CO. A
5757 WILSHIRE BLVD., PH #8 

LOS ANGELES, CA 90036 
Ph: (213)933-9435 
Fax (213) 939-9930

CCNY, CSDA, IFSDA, 
INTERNATIONAL 

SOCIETY OF APPRAISERS

Lf
V




