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Beginning a new series

The Airmails of Barbados 
during World War II

P art 1:W artime R outes and Services
By Jerone R. Hart
O f the USA

Introduction

This se r ie s  of articles will d ea l w ith the airmail ra te s , routes and covers o f  B arbados during the period  from  
1939 to  1945, the “War Y ea rs .” The postal h isto ry  o f  this period is ind eed  com plicated for a n u m b e r  o f 
reasons. First, the majority o f  the  world was invo lved  in a m ajor global co n flic t. As countries chose o n e  side 

or another, th is  impacted the transm ission  of the mails by air. W orld War II not only affec ted  rates and routes b u t  how  
airmail was ac tua lly  transmitted f ro m  the point o f origin to  its  final destination. R a te s  during the war changed  qu ite  
frequently, o f te n  without notice, th u s  causing confusion a m o n g  postal clerks and th e  general public.

Airmail rou tes changed frequently a s  the w ar spread th ro u g h o u t Europe and A sia a n d  were highly dependent upon 
the availability o f  aircraft to cairy th e  mails. Getting d e ta iled  published inform ation on  wartim e routes is e x trem e ly  
difficult b ecau se  for security reaso n s this information w a s  seldom  published. If  su ch  published inform ation had 
fallen into e n e m y  hands, it would h a v e  provided vital c lu e s  on  Allied troop and su p p ly  movements. A no ther fa c to r  
affecting a iim a il duiing this period — indeed all types o f  m a il -  was the institu tion  o f  censorship. A irm ails from  
Barbados w e re  sometimes single cen so red  before leaving B arbados; sometimes a irm a ils  were single censored w hile  
in transit in p laces like Trinidad a n d  the United States; o r  w ere single censored upon arrival in the c o u n try  of 
destination. A t othei times, mails w e re  doubled censored in  tw o different coun tries, either in Barbados, a n d  then 
again while in  tiansit through T rin id ad , the U.S. or C anada. A lthough most co u n trie s  viewed censorship a s  abso -

FIGURE 1 
November 27, 
1940 British 
West Indies 

Airways f ir s t  
direct fligh t 

between 
Barbados an d  
Port of Spain, 

Trinidad. 
Unusual 2 d  

rate.

f  U G
_  -r r i/W4>a7  

-t - i
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lutely essential to maintaining secu rity  during the war, 
there c a n  be little doubt that c e n so rsh ip  had a major im 
pact o n  the  time that it took m ail to  go from  its point o f  
origin to  its final destination.

Cari bb&cm
Sea 

‘ n t ig u a

St Vincent

G ren a d a

The in sp ira tion  fo r this series o f  a rtic les was the result o f  
tw o d iffe ren t articles that ap p eared  in the British C a r ib 
bean  P h ila te lic  Journal in 2 0 0 6  an d  again in 2007. T he 
first o f  these  articles was co -au tho red  by Tom Giraldi and 
R oger Schnell and is titled: “ W o rld  War II Cayman Is
lands A irm ail Rates to the U.S.”  (B ritish  Caribbean P h ila 
te lic  J o u rn a l , Vol. 46, No. 3, Ju ly  2006). The second a r
ticle w a s  co-authored by R oger Schnell and Dr. Peter P.
M cC ann  titled “ British Virgin Islan d s World War II A ir
mail R o u tes  and Rates” (B r itish  C aribbean  P hila telic  
J o u rn a l , Vol. 47, No. 1, January  2007). Both articles are  
im p o rtan t to those who collect a n d  exhibit the postal h is
tory o f  th is period from the B ritish  Caribbean. Both a r
ticles provided  vital inform ation on  rates and routes that 
h ith erto  w ere unpublished. A s m o st postal history co l- 
lec to rs /ex h ib ito rs  of the B ritish  C aribbean are aw are, 
pub lished  inform ation on such to p ic s  as airmail rates and
routes is extrem ely scanty and sca ttered . Indeed, this w ou ld  appear to be the case , no t only for Barbados, but also for 
o ther is lands in the Caribbean su c h  as the British V irgin Islands, Cayman Is lan d s, Antigua, St. K itts, St. Vincent, 
G ren ad a  and St. Lucia and o th e rs .

FIGURE 2 
BW IAAir 

Routes, 1940 
to 1945.

Barbados

bP'-'Tobago 
'[{P o rt o f  

5 $ ; . .  Spain

v e c w e i u e l a

T he fo llo w in g  was written to  a d d  to  the information on  airm ail rates and rou tes from  Barbados during  the period 
from  1939 (roughly the start o f  W orld War II) and 1945 ( th e  end o f the war). It is a lso  hoped that o ther readers who 
have an  interest in the airm ails o f  the  Caribbean will ex am in e  their own collections and accumulations o f  covers and 
be en co u rag ed  to write sim ilar a r tic le s , thus sharing this vital information with th e ir  fellow  collectors an d  exhibitors.

Continued on page 6

FIGURE 3
October 19,1938 KLM  fir s t flight between Barbados and Port of Spain, Trinidad. The rate was 5d.

L E E W A R D  IS L A N D S  C O N F E R E N C E
Stvinth-day Adventists 

P. O. B o x  216
Bridgetown, B arb ado s , B.W .I,
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FIGURE 4
O ctober 19,1938 KLM f ir s t  flight between Barbados and Port of Spain, Trinidad. Registered 

airmail rate: postage was 5d p lu s  3d  for the registration fee.

General Notes and Comments on the Data Used

To begin, it shou ld  be noted that th e re  was no direct a irm a il service from B arb ad o s  to destinations o u ts id e  the 
Caribbean d u r in g  the period from 19 4 0  to 1945. In fact, d ire c t airmail service was n o t established for B arbados until 
well after W o rld  War II had com e to  an end. On O ctober 19, 1938, the Dutch a ir l in e , KLM , established a  w eek ly  
route that w e n t from  Port of Spain  (Trinidad) to B ridgetow n, Barbados, and b e tw e e n  Port of Spain and C iu d ad  
Bolivar in V enezuela. However, th is  service was very short liv ed  and was suspended o n  July 12, 1940. B eg in n in g  on 
November 2 7 , 1940, direct airmail se rv ice  was established betw een  Port of Spain, T rin id ad  and Barbados v ia  se rv ice  
provided by B ritish  West Indian A irw ay s  (BW IA). As the w a r  progressed and B W IA  expanded service in th e  C a rib 
bean, direct a i r  service was estab lished  between Trinidad, B arbados, St. Kitts, S t. L u c ia , St. Vincent, G re n a d a  and 
Antigua. F o r B arbados the most im p o rtan t link in the se rv ice  provided by BWIA w a s  the link between B arbados and 
Trinidad. F o r  it  w as at Trinidad th a t airm ail originating in B arb ad o s and addressed to  destinations outside th e  C a rib 
bean (for ex a m p le , to destinations in  the  United States, C a n a d a , the United K ingdom  and  South America) co n n ec ted  
with airmail serv ices  provided by R o y a l Dutch Airlines (K L M ) and Pan American A irw ay s  (PANAM). It sh o u ld  also  
be noted th a t betw een July 12, 1940  (the suspension o f  th e  KLM service b e tw een  Trinidad and B arbados) and 
November 2 7 , 1940 (the inauguration o f BW IA direct f l ig h ts  between Trinidad a n d  B arbados) airmail o r ig in a tin g  
from B arbados w ent by ship to T rin id ad  before connecting w ith  one o f the in ternational airlines for fo rw ard  tra n s
mission both in  and out of the C aribbean .

The data co n ta in ed  herein on ra te s , routes, censorship a n d  various notes on a irm a ils  from  Barbados d u r in g  this 
period was dev e lo p ed  using a 244  c o v e r  census, most o f  w h ich  (190) are in m y possession . Information o n  those 
covers not in m y  possession came fro m  Internet sources su c h  as eBay and online d e a le r  stocks. My population o f  244 
covers spans a  period o f seven y e a rs  (1939 to 1945) and inc ludes covers to 15 d iffe ren t destinations. T h e  largest 
number of c o v e rs  in the survey, a  to ta l of 107 (44%), w as  addressed to the U n ited  States. This is fo llow ed by  64 
covers (27% ) addressed to Canada a n d  35 covers (14%) a d d re ssed  to the United K in g d o m . A total of 38 c o v e rs  to  12 
other destina tions account for the rem ain in g  15%. A lthough th is  is a relatively la rg e  accum ulation of airm ail co v ers  
from B arbados during this period, n o  doubt other destinations m ust exist that are n o t listed  here and are in th e  hands 
of other co llec to rs  who are unknow n to  the writer. Over th e  20  years or so that 1 h a v e  accum ulated and c o llec ted  the 
covers of B a rb ad o s  from this period (1939  to 1945), I have y e t  to  find any covers to  su ch  destinations as A sia , A fric a , 
the Pacific o r  to  m ost destinations in  Europe. No doubt th e  ravages of war in both E u ro p e  and Asia greatly c u rta ile d



m ails fro m  Barbados to these destin a tio n s. For ease o f  com parison, readers w ill n o te  that rates have been  converted 
to an d  firs t given in the total n u m b e r  o f pence paid by th e  sender. It should also  be noted that one sh illing  was equal 
to 12 pence. Thus, one shilling Id  is listed in the tables as being 13d (12d + Id ); 1 shilling 3d is listed a s  15d (12d + 
3d); 1 sh illing  6d is listed as 18d (12d + 6d); and 5 sh illin g  is listed as 60d (12d x 5) and so forth. I h av e  found over 
the y e a rs  that in organizing th e s e  covers and making ra te  comparisons, it is less confusing to convert the  total fees 
paid in to  the low est common u n it, which in this case is the penny. Although ra tes are initially g iven  in the total 
n u m b er o f  pence, these are u su a lly  follow ed in paren theses by the rates given in  shillings and pence.
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FIGURE 5
June  7 , 1939, Barbados to Canada via KLM service.

Airmail Services and Routes: 1939-1945
B ritish  West Indian A irw ays (BW IA ) Routes 1940 to  1945

A lth o u g h  Barbados did not h a v e  d irect airmail service to  the rest of the world un til after World War II, beginning in 
la te  1940, British West Indian A irw ays (BWIA) began to  provide direct a irm ail service from T rin idad to various 
d estin a tio n s in the Caribbean inc lu d in g  Barbados. T he a ir  link between Port o f  S pain  in Trinidad and B arbados was 
ex trem ely  im portant for B arb ad o s fo r it gave the G PO  in Bridgetown a connec tion  point for the fo rw ard  transm is
sion o f  a irm ails to destinations o u ts id e  the Caribbean. F rom  Port o f Spain, a irm a ils  from  Barbados add ressed  to such 
p laces  as the United States, C a n a d a , the United K ingdom  and South America, cou ld  connect with airm ail services 
p ro v id ed  by one o f two in ternational airlines that m ade stops at Trinidad: K L M  (the  West Indies D iv ision  of Royal 
D utch  A irlines) and PANAM (P an  Am erican Airways). B y connecting with e ith e r  o f  these two services, airm ail from 
B arb ad o s between 1940 and 1945 could theoretically be  sent to almost any p lace  in the world that th ese  tw o airlines 
o p e ra ted  or could make co n n ec tio n s with other in ternational airlines.

T h e  f irs t direct flight between B arbados and Trinidad o n  BW IA occurred on N ovem ber 27, 1940 (Figure 1). Thus 
began  a  single daily roundtrip  flig h t between these tw o  points that by w ar’s en d  had expanded in to  11 roundtrip 
f lig h ts  per week. There is little  doubt that with the fu ll onset of World War 11 an d  its impact on the C aribbean , the 
dev e lo p m en t o f  BWIA and its  rou tes were greatly a ffec ted . (For a detailed s tu d y  o f  the development o f  BW IA and 
the im p ac t o f World War II on  th is  airline see: Dr. Reuben A . Ramkissoon, “T he S to ry  of British West Indian  Airways 
(B W IA ) 1940-2000,” B ritish  C a rib b e a n  Philatelic J o u rn a l, Vol. 42, No. 2, A pril 2002; Vol. 42, N o. 3, July 2002; 
and  Vol. 43, No. 3, July 2003). B etw een 1941 and 1943, BW IA continued its expansion  by making agreem ents with 
severa l C aribbean islands to  construct, operate and m ain ta in  airfields. By 1943, BWIA had constructed  and was

Continued on page 8
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operating a irf ie ld s  on the islands o f  G renada, St. Vincent, S t. Lucia, Antigua and S t. K itts.1 As was the c a se  w ith 
Barbados, b e c a u se  these islands h ad  opened  a direct air co n n ec tio n  with Port of S p a in  in Trinidad through B W 1A , 
they also had access to airmail se rv ic e s  provided by K L M  and  PANAM. BWIA d ire c t service to Barbados c o m 
menced on N o v em b er 27, 1940. H ow ever, the first official B W IA  flight to G renada occurred on January 16, 1943 
and weekly se rv ic e  did not com m ence until March 11, 1943. Service to St. Lucia, A n tig u a  and St. Kitts co m m en ced  
on March 22 , 1943. This was fo llo w ed  on June 3, 1943 w ith  service extension to  S t. V incent.2

In Dr. R am k isso o n ’s article on the developm ent of BWIA d u rin g  the period 1940 to  1945, he indicated that b y  the 
end of 1943, B W IA  was making th e  follow ing weekly f lig h ts : T rinidad-G renada-St. Lucia; T rin idad-B arbados- 
Antigua-St. K itts-A ntigua-B arbados-T rin idad (round trip ); Trinidad-G renada-St. V incen t-S t Lucia-B arbados; and 
Trinidad-Tobago. In addition, by th e  end o f 1943, B W IA  w as making II w eekly  fligh ts between T rin idad  and 
Barbados.3 T h e  routes for BWIA b e tw een  1940 and 1945 a re  indicated in the m ap in  Figure 2.4 There can b e  little

FIGURE 6
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doubt that f o r  Barbados, the 11 w e e k ly  flights between B arbados and Trinidad g rea tly  accelerated the fo rw a rd  
transmission o f  airm ails, especially to  such international destin a tio n s as the U nited  S tates, Canada and the U n ited  
Kingdom that m ade up about 85% o f  all the airmail o rig in a tin g  from  Barbados b e tw een  1939 and 1945.

KLM  West Indies Division of Royal Dutch Airlines: Caribbean Routes 1939-1945

In 1935, K LM  Royal Dutch Airlines fo rm ed  a West Indies D iv is io n . Initially, KLM o n ly  flew  routes between th e  tw o  
Dutch islands o f  A ruba and Curacao. H ow ever, on O ctober 19, 1938 KLM service w a s  expanded to include T rin id a d  
and Barbados. C overs originating in  B arbados on this in au g u ra l flight were stam ped w ith  a purple, three line re c ta n 
gular handstam p that read: “FIR ST FLIG H T BY K .L .M ., Royal Dutch Air L in es , B arbados-T rin idad-C uracao” 
(.Figures 3 a n d  4).

The rate on th is  inaugural flight b e tw e e n  Barbados and T rin id a d  was 5d. In add ition  to  this direct service b e tw een  
Barbados and  T rin idad, the KLM se rv ic e  also provided a  v a lu ab le  connection by w h ic h  airmail addressed to  o th e r  
destinations in  th e  Caribbean, as w ell a s  destinations ou tside th e  Caribbean, could b e  m ade. Such is the case w ith  the 
cover in Figure 5. The cover is d a ted  June  7, 1939 and w as addressed  to Toronto, C an ad a . The sender paid a  ra te  o f  
27 i/2d (213 l/2d ). In the upper le ft-h an d  corner of the co v e r in  m anuscript and red p e n , the cover was m arked “ V IA  
AIRM AIL.” J u s t  below this m ark ing , in manuscript and re d  pencil, is the post o f f ic e  notation “ PER K L M .” Ju s t 
below this m ark in g  is a regular pencil notation “ Rec’d June 12th 1939,” indicating th a t the cover took only f iv e  days 
from the tim e th a t it left Barbados to  th e  time that it arrived a n d  was delivered in T oron to . During this period (O c to b e r 
1938 to July 12, 1940) the airmail w o u ld  have been routed v ia  KLM  from Barbados to  Trinidad; then to the is lan d s  o f
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C uracao  and Aruba, on to Port o f  Prince in Haiti and C am aguey  in Cuba before a rriv in g  in Miami in the U nited States. 
From M iam i the cover would h a v e  been transferred to a  U .S . carrier for the final leg  of the flight to Toronto.

A n o th er interesting cover from  th e  period before the K L M  service to and from B arbados was term inated on July 12, 
1940 is seen in Figure 6. The c o v e r  is dated April 24, 1940 and was addressed to  New York City. The sender paid a 
fee o f  19d (1/7); o f which the  a irm a il fee was 16d (1 /4 ) and  3d paid the special delivery fee. The c o v e r was hand 
stam ped at the G PO in B arbados w ith a purple circular “ V IA  KLM ” marking. T h e  purple straightdine “ SPECIAL 
D E L IV E R Y ” m arking was a p p lie d  upon arrival in M iam i. To the best of m y know ledge, no “Special Delivery” 
m ark ing  was used during this p e rio d  at the post offices in  Barbados. It should a lso  be noted that the c ircu la r KLM 
m ark ing  is a scarcely seen m a rk in g  on mails. Like the c o v e r  to Canada m entioned above, this cover a lso  w as routed 
from  B arbados to Trinidad and  th e n  via Curacao, A ruba, H aiti and Cuba and then  on to Miami. On the  very  left side 
of th e  cover, about in the m id d le , is a Miami arrival d a testam p  of April 28, 1940, indicating that the c o v e r  only took 
four d a y s  to arrive from B arbados. The cover at the very  to p  left was franked (p robab ly  upon arrival in M iam i) with 
a p a ir  o f  five-cent U.S. P residen tia l issues (commonly referred  to as “Prexies” ) indicating the U.S. fe e  fo r  special 
de livery  mail. The pair of p rex ies  w as canceled by an ind is tin c t cancel that 1 susp ec t was applied upon arrival in New 
York. I have been told by a n u m b e r  o f prexie collectors th a t fo r a period of tim e during  the early 1940s, the practice 
of fra n k in g  incoming foreign m a ils  with U.S. adhesives was adopted by the U .S . Postal Service as a m eans of 
iden tify ing  foreign incoming sp ec ia l delivery mail and th u s  assuring that this m ail w ould be properly hand led  by the 
U.S. P ost Office. I am aware o f  su ch  frankings on incom ing  foreign “special d e liv e ry ” mails from both M exico and 
C uba during  this same period. H ow ever, this is the on ly  exam ple that I have seen  from  Barbados.

As m entioned  above, the K LM  serv ice  between T rin idad and Barbados was v e ry  short lived and was suspended on
Continued on page 10
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KLM Caribbean air routes during the 1940s.
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July 12, 1940. However, prior to th e  inauguration of the K L M  direct service to T rin id a d  and Barbados, the G P O  did 
have the o p tio n  to  send airmail by sh ip  to  the island of C u ra c a o  for forward transm ission  to either other d estin a tio n s 
in the C aribbean  or to destinations o u ts id e  the Caribbean.

After the suspension  of the KLM d ire c t service between T rin idad  and Barbados o n  July 12, 1940, KLM b e g a n  a 
program o f expansion  to South A m e ric a  and other d e stin a tio n s within the C aribbean . In late 1939 and ea rly  1940, 
KLM added routes to M aracaibo, V enezuela and B arranqu illa , Colombia. On A u g u s t 19, 1941 KLM a d d e d  an 
alternative ro u te  to the one from A ruba-H aiti-C uba to M iam i. This alternative ro u te  took KLM from A ru b a  to  Ja 
maica and C u b a  and then on to M iam i. By 1942 KLM c o v e re d  m ost o f the western p a r t o f the Caribbean ( F ig u r e  7 ).5 
Thus, K LM ’s presence in the C arib b ean  offered the re s id en ts  o f Barbados more a lte rn a tiv es  fo r the fo rw ard  tra n s
mission of th e ir  mail by air.

Pan American Airways: Caribbean Routes 
1939-1945

In the early 1930s, Pan American A irw ay s  (PANAM h e rea fte r)  began establishing a ir  routes throughout th e  C a rib 
bean. Unlike PA N A M ’s counterparts (B WIA and KLM), P A N A M  took a different approach  to establishing its  C a r
ibbean air ro u te s . Both BWIA and K L M  used land-based a irc ra f t that necessitated th e  developm ent, the u se  a n d  the 
m aintenance o f  airfields and a irports  along their routes in th e  Caribbean. The deve lo p m en t, use and m ain tenance  of 
these airports by KLM and BW IA w ere  extremely costly a n d  gave PANAM a h u g e  cost advantage over its  rivals. 
PANAM, on th e  other hand, chose to  use a combination o f  seap lanes and land-based aircraft for its routes. B y  using 
“flying boats,”  PANAM was able to  m ake stops at m any sm a lle r  islands in the C a rib b ean  w here it was fin a n c ia lly  
impractical to  build and maintain a irfie lds and airports. B y  1940, PANAM w as carry ing  mails in the C a rib b ean  
under contract w ith the U.S. Post O ffice  Department, an d  under contract with m a n y  Latin American c o u n tr ie s  as 
well as with b o th  French and B ritish  island colonies in th e  W est Indies.

During the p e r io d  1939 to 1945, P A N A M  maintained a n u m b e r  of distinct and se p a ra te  routes in the C arib b ean  for 
the carriage o f  passengers and m ail. F irst, fo r the eastern p a r t  o f  the Caribbean, the ro u te  ran from  Trinidad to  M iam i 
in the U nited S tates, making stops a t  M artinique-G uadeloupe-A ntigua-V irgin Is lan d s-P u erto  R ico-D om inican Re- 
public-Haiti a n d  Cuba. Second, a n d  a lso  beginning at T rin id ad , PANAM provided serv ice  south to British G u ian a , 
Surinam, F ren ch  Guiana, Brazil, P arag u ay  and Argentina. T h e  third major route a lso  began at Trinidad and ra n  a long  
the northern p a rt o f South A m erica m aking stops at B arce lo n a , La Guaira, C oro a n d  M aracaibo in V enezuela and 
ending at B arranqu illa  in C olom bia. A t M aracaibo in V enezuela , PANAM m ain ta in ed  a sub-route with a  d irec t 
northern link  to  Port-au-Prince in H aiti that then connected w ith  the eastern C arib b ean  route to Miami. T h e  fo u rth  
far-western PA N A M  route ran fro m  Cristobal in Panam a ( th e  Canal Zone) to B arran q u illa  in Colombia a n d  then 
northward to  K ingston, Jamaica, C ien fu eg o s in Cuba and fin a lly , also term inating in  M iam i (F igure 8).6

The main k e y s  to  the PANAM sy stem  were the hubs at b o th  Port o f Spain in T rin idad  and  the hub in M iami, F lo rid a . 
It was through these hubs that m ails from  Barbados could b e  sent to destinations n o t only  w ithin the C aribbean , but 
also to destina tions in South A m erica  and to destinations in  N orth America and b e y o n d  to the United K ingdom .

As with the K L M  routes, the PA N A M  wartim e routes w e re  a lso  important for a irm a il originating in B arb ad o s and 
addressed to  destinations both in a n d  ou t o f the Caribbean. T h is  was especially tru e  f o r  airmail originating in  B a rb a 
dos and ad d ressed  to the United K ingdom . During the w ar p e rio d , PANAM provided several alternatives fo r  a irm a ils  
going from B arbados to the U.K. T h e  m ain route carried th e  m ails from B arbados to  Trinidad and then a lo n g  the 
eastern C aribbean  route to Miami. A t  M iam i, the mail w ent n o rth  via air to New Y ork. A t New York, depending  upon 
flight schedules and the time of th e  year, the mails went v ia  PANAM  service by o n e  o f  tw o routes. The m ain  rou te  
took the m ails  destined for the U .K . v ia  the Atlantic to B erm u d a , the Azores w ith  PA N A M  service te rm in a tin g  in 
Lisbon, Portugal. From Lisbon the m a ils  were transferred to  service provided by e i th e r  British Overseas A ir  C o rp o 
ration (B O A C ) o r KLM for the f l ig h t to  London. A nother ro u tin g  from New York v ia  PANAM to the U nited  K in g 
dom was a m o re  northern route th a t  crossed the North A tlan tic . On this route th e  m ails left New York a n d  the 
PANAM se rv ic e  made stops at S h ed iac  in New Brunswick an d  G ander in N ew foundland  before crossing th e  N orth  
Atlantic w ith serv ice  terminating a t F oynes in Ireland. At F o y n e s  the mails were tran sfe rred  to either BOAC o r  K LM  
service for o n w a rd  transmission to  London. Since this P A N A M  route was so fa r  n o rth , it was extremely w e a th e r



sensitive . That is to say that th is  rou te  was greatly a ffec ted  by the onset of w in te r weather. However, a  third alterna
tive w as available for the a irm a ils  o f Barbados add ressed  to the United K ingdom . On this third a lternative  route, 
a irm ails  were sent toTrinidad w h e re  they were transferred to  PANAM service to  Brazil. At Belem in northern  Brazil, 
the m a ils  were transferred to  a  PA N A M  plane that then crossed  the South A tlan tic  and made a stop in the  Portuguese 
co lony  o f  Guinea. After a b r ie f  stopover, the flight con tinued  on to Lisbon, P ortugal. At Lisbon, m ails addressed to 
the U .K . connected with se rv ice  provided by either K L M  or BOAC for the f lig h t to  London. As will be seen below, 
the PA N A M  “all air” service be tw een  Barbados and th e  United Kingdom d uring  the war was extrem ely  expensive. 
H ow ever, a cheaper option w a s  available. Mails cou ld  be sent from B arbados to  New York via a ir  on PANAM 
serv ice  and from  New York to  th e  U nited Kingdom v ia  surface transport (ship) a t a  greatly reduced fee .

Analysis of the Rates 1939 to 1945

In an a ly z in g  specific covers d u rin g  the period from 1939 to 1945 there are severa l factors that one is ab le to con
c lude. F irst, the base airmail ra te s  fo r Barbados were based  on a fee per half o u n c e  of weight or less. T hus, the first 
rate s tep  was fo r a letter w e ig h in g  one-half ounce o r le ss ; the second rate step  w as for a letter w eighing  more than 
o n e -h a lf  ounce up to one o u n c e ; the  third rate step w as fo r  more than one o u n c e  up to one and o n e-h a lf ounces of 
w eigh t; and the fourth w eight s te p  was for more than o n e  and a half ounces up  to  two ounces. A nalysis  of covers 
from  th is  period confirms th is  ra te  and weight relationship. In addition, since ra te s  in Great Britain d u rin g  this period 
w ere  based  on multiples of o n e -h a lf  ounce of weight, it is  safe to assume that co lo n ies  within the E m pire would have 
fo llo w ed  suit. Charles R. E n tw is tle  in his series on “W artim e A irm ails” gives th e  rates from Great B rita in  to various 
destina tions throughout the B r it ish  Empire. In his G re a t B rita in  Trans-Atlantic & B eyond , Entwistle g ives the war
tim e ra tes from  Great Britain a n d  states: “The rates lis ted  on the following p ag es apply to mail that w as flow n over

Continued on page 12
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FIGURE 8
Pan American Airlines, Caribbean air routes, 1940s.



the Atlantic a n d  the  letter rates show n a re  per one-half o u n ces . In certain instances lo w e r  airmail rates also o p e ra te d  
for carriage b y  sea  to North A m erica an d  thence by air.”7

Entwistle s ta te s  that the wartime le t te r  rate from  the United K ingdom  to Barbados w a s  tw o-shilling 3d for o n e -h a lf  
ounce of w eigh t. Entwjstle also s ta tes tha t the preferred ro u tin g  for such mails to B arb ad o s was via surface tra n sp o rt 
from the U .K . to  New York and fro m  New  York to B arbados via air.x Although th is  m ight have been the p re fe rred  
routing during the  first years of the w ar, I suspect that as th e  w ar progressed and a irm ail service from the U .K . to 
North A m erica and  the Caribbean stab ilized , airmail from  th e  U.K. went by all a ir  to  those destinations.

Finally, before getting  into an analysis  o f  rates and routes by  y e a r  and destination, a  f e w  words m ust be said a b o u t the 
franking of a irm a il covers from B arb ad o s during the period 1939-1945. In the S chnell/M cC ann article, they in d ic a te  
that several o f  th e ir  covers were e ith e r  “ under franked” o r  “ o v e r  franked” and thus d id  not fit into the rate ta b le  tha t 
they had developed . They go on to s ta te : “This may be p h ila te lic  intent or ignorance o n  the part o f postal e m p lo y e e s  
as to the app rop ria te  rate.”9 They th e n  go on to explain th a t  “ Wartime rates for m a n y  countries are d ifficu lt and  
complicated. In  m ost cases, the sch ed u les  could not be p u b lish ed  because of w a rtim e  security. Postal e m p lo y ees  
were not a lw ay s  aware of rate and ro u te  changes that so m e tim es  occurred qu ick ly  and  w ithout notice. P h ila te lic  
covers fu rther com plicate attempts to  determ ine airmail ra te s .” 10

Indeed, if o n e  has worked with W orld W ar II airmail rates a n d  routes, one has to a g re e  with Schnell and M c C a n n ’s 
comments co n cern in g  the difficulties in  explaining w artim e a irm ail rates and the re a so n s  for these anomalies. H o w 
ever, I would a d d  another reason to  th e  list of explanations a s  to  why some of these c o v e rs  do not seem to fit in to  the 
standard rate fram ew ork  for the p erio d . Sim ply put, it seem s to  me that in all p robab ility , individuals and b u sin esse s  
would have fra n k e d  some of their o w n  mails with stamps th a t they had previously purchased from the post o ff ice  
before dropp ing  the letter off at the p o s t  office fo r processing. If  we are to believe S ch n e ll and McCann that s o m e  o f 
these under- a n d  over-frankings w ere  due  to the ignorance o f  postal clerks unable to  co p e  with the week’s ra te , ro u te  
and schedule changes, then we m ust a lso  accept the fact th a t postal customers fran k in g  their own mails w ere ju s t  as 
ignorant, if n o t m ore so than postal em ployees about specific  rates and frequent sc h e d u le  changes. Postal c u s to m e rs  
believing that th e ir  mail carried the co rrec t and appropriate fe e  would then take th e ir  m ail to their local post o ffice  
and drop it o f f  fo r  processing. I fu r th e r  suspect that postal c le rk s  seldom took the t im e  to review  the rates o n  th e se  
covers and ju s t  passed them on th ro u g h  the system because th e y  did not fully understan d  the frequent rate, ro u te  and 
schedule ch an g es . How many of us o n  our own mails have o fte n  guessed as to w hat the  weight and rates sh o u ld  be 
and either u n d e r  o r over franked a le tte r?  I suspect that postal historians 50 years fro m  now  will be at a loss to  e x p la in  
these covers. Indeed , perhaps som e o f  these unexplained ra te s  m ight have been “p h ila te lic ” in nature, but I b e lie v e  
that far more o v e r-  and under-frankings were due to just p la in  guessing as to what th e  correct rate should have  been .

P a r t  II o f  this series w i l l  d e a l with airm ail r a te s  a n d  routes fo r  B a r b a d o s  during 1939.
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Printing Varieties o f the 1969 
aerogramme of Trinidad & Tobago

By Dr. Reuben A. Ramkissoon, FRPSL Iated to  under-inking, and/or the im position o f a frag-
P a st P res id en t ment o f paper, re su ltin g  in the following features:

In addition to many p rin ting  co lo r shades and paper 
varie ties known for the T rin id a d  and Tobago 1969 
p ic to r ia l  2 0 ?  blue o n  l i g h t  b lu e  “Y ”- fo rm a t  

aerogram m e, (F igure 1, on ce-fo lded ), the “missing b lu e” 
p rin ting  variety is very rarely seen .

U ntil the  present time, the o n ly  recorded aerogram m e 
p rin ting  variety of this type is th e  spectacular exam ple 
w hich  is m issing the entire b lu e  prin ting  (F igure 2). A t 
least tw o  such copies are kn o w n  to  exist.

U ntil the  present time, no o th e r such  printing variety h as  
been recorded fo r this aerogram m e. Now an example has 
been found  in the author’s co llec tio n , from non-phila- 
telic  fam ily  correspondence d a tin g  back to 31 years ag o , 
in w h ich  there is a partial lo ss  o f  the blue printing, e x 
tending  over the approximate rig h t half o f the aerogramme 
(F ig u r e  3 ). The reason for th is  variety  is most likely re-

•J9M m  u «do  o j

BY AIR MAIL
AEROGRAMME 

AIR LETTER

F IG U R E  2
The T rin idad  a n d  Tobago 20c a e ro g ra m m e  

com plete ly  m is s in g  the blue p r in tin g .

An sir tetter should n ot co n ta in  any  enclosure 
K It doe6 it wilt be surcharged o r een t by  ordinary mail

space for c lo sin g  flap

F IG U R E  1
A  o n c e - fo ld e d  “Y ” a e ro g ra m m e  o f  the 1969 T rin id a d  

a n d  Tobago 20<? issue.

Completely missing:
• The country nam e , “Trinidad and T o b ag o ” in the bot

tom center of the im prin ted  20-cent value.
• The instructional m essage; i.e., the open ing  o f the 

aerogramme on the  righ t hand side.

Partially missing:
• Incomplete appearance  of the fancy d esig n  featured 

on the left and righ t sides of “Trinidad and  T obago.”
• Partial loss o f  th e  intensity of the b lu e  co lo r o f the 

fancy design.
• Partial loss o f  th e  imprinted “Sender’s nam e and ad

dress” and the ad d ress  imprinted lines.
• Partial loss of th e  imprinted two-line instructions, “An 

air letter should no t contain any enclosure / If it does it 
will be surcharged o r  sent by ordinary m a il.”
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• Partial lo ss  o f  the illustrations o f  th e  m iddle and third 

portions of th e  triptych.
• Partial lo ss  o f  the imprinted b o rd e rs  and instructional 

message, “S p a c e  for closing flap” in  th e  low er margins 
of the center pan e l.

The aerogram m e was dispatched on  Ju ly  13, 1978 bear-

BY AIR MAIL
A ER O G R A M M E 

AIR LETTER

- — - w  w

R.a PivnttMssoc.* M.».
3 o l t  T"€ OAK L M E

O A K  6 t o A , / i l . . 4 0 5 1 |
U £. A ■

in g  a  San Fernando, T rin id ad  m achine cancellation w ith  
se v e n  wavy lines. It w as uprated  to 250, representing  the 
ex is tin g  reduced air m ail postage to the United S ta te s .

T h e  large stock of th e  1969 200 Queen E liz a b e th  II 
aerogram m e allowed its u se  not only during the early  tra n 
s itio n  into the Republic o f  Trinidad and Tobago p e rio d , 
a s  show n here, but also f o r  an  extended time of well n early  
tw o  decades. As postal ra te s  increased during this p e r io d , 
th e  aerogram m e was ra ted  to  250 (1976), 40 0 ,5 5 0 , a n d  a 
short-lived  700 (1988), reaching  $1.00 (also in 1988), 
w h en  a new multicolor a n d  larger aerogramme fo rm a t 
w a s  introduced. The p re se n t aerogram m es are ra ted  a t $2 
s in c e  1999, and are s im ila r in  style and format to th e  1998 
$1 issue.
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Sender's name end a  

5_ fiJ » SoKAA -

An air letter should not contai 
If R does >1 will be surcharged O' •

.  o r  clobi

F IG U R E  3
The 1969 T r in id a d  a n d  Tobago 20<f a e ro g ra m m e with 
p a rtia l loss o f  th e  b lue prin ting, m o s t  rea d ily  appreci

a ted  by th e  c o m p le te  absence o f  th e  co u n try  name.
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N ew  book now  available on War Tax stamps
During W orld  W ar 1, many cou n tries  within the British E m p ire  issued 
stamps o v erp rin ted  “War Tax.” A n e w  book by John G .M . D avis of the 
United K in g d o m  covers those s ta m p s  issued in the 17 c o lo n ie s  of the 
British W est Indies. It is an ex ten siv e  and detailed illu s tra ted  study of 
these stam ps from  their origins th ro u g h  to the repeal o f  th e  enacting 
legislation.

BCPSG m e m b e r Charles Freeland sa id  i n the Foreword th a t  th e  value of 
the book “l ie s  in its scope, depth, a n d , inevitably, w eight.”  H e  added, “ It 
is difficult to  th ink  of any detail h o w e v e r  trivial that has b e e n  om itted.”

The book is  available from The R o y a l Philatelic Society  London, 41 
Devonshire P lace , London W IG  6 JY  United Kingdom f o r  £ 8 0  includ
ing shipping. It is also available in  th e  U.S. from  Victoria S tam p C om 
pany, P.O. B o x  745, Ridgewood, N J 07451. Contact Phoebe M acG illivary 
fo r inform ation on pricing and sh ip p in g  details. She can b e  reached at 
(201) 652 -7283  or by electronic m a il at V ictoriaStam pC o@ aoI.com .

WAR TAX STAMPS 
O F  THE BRITISH EMPIRE 

FIRST WORLD WAR

-T H E  W EST INDIES

John G . M. Davis

ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY LONDON

mailto:VictoriaStampCo@aoI.com
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Postmarks of the British West 
Indies: Bahamas 
KGYI1937-1951

We*t End
E ig h t M ile  Rock- •

By David Horry
O f  C h  in a

L ike a broken string o f  p earls , the 
B ah am a  Islands l i e  r ig h t  on 
A m erica’s sunny F lo rida  doorstep 

( F ig u r e  1). T hus A m erican c o lle c to rs  
have alw ays had a healthy in te re s t in  both 
B aham as stam ps and p o stm ark s. Three 
early  books on Bahamas w ere  w ritten  by 
A m ericans, notably Gale J. R ay m o n d 's  
B a h a m a s P ost Offices ( 1962) a n d  M orris 
H. L ud ing ton ’s Bahamas E a r ly  M a il Ser
v ic e s  a n d  P osta l M arkings (1 9 8 2 ).

T h ey  also  combined in 1968 u n d e r Rob
son L ow e to bring out The B a h a m a  Is
la n d s  A H is to ry  and C a ta lo g u e  o f  the  
H a n d s ta m p s  an d  C a n c e lla tio n s , which 
w as the  basis fo r Ludington’s la te r  book.
G a le  H. Raymond used to  sw ashbuck le  
h is w ay  round the West Ind ies in  quest of 
ink  during  the 1960s and w as a  consum 
m ate  reporter fo r the B ritish C a r ib b e a n  Philatelic J o u r 
n a l. H ow ever, the first book to  touch upon the subject o f  
B aham ian postmarks was The P o sta g e  Stamps and H isto ry

W alken Cay.

GreaI Babanig . ,
8  "  J iS f i r c * *  T u rtle  C«y
II,,,., B .V  G reat G uano  Cay
Itign kock Dundas Town- .M an . 0 | . W8r  Cay

T h e  B ah am as Is la n d s
KGVI Post O ffices

Cornwall 

Sandy Point 

Lignum Vitae Cay

C h e ro k ee  Sound 

■Crossing Rocks
Great Abaco Island

TUBWr - 
L ittle  Bay Air* town

Jan.cs Cinra. Eleuthera Island
Governor's Hartena Noth HlncOo I w

Savannah Sound 
Rock Sound 

A  D e e p  C re e k  Xireen Castle
/ .  , 0 | , . W emvss Bight . . Grange Creek

B n n n c r m a n T o w n ^ P  Benetts Harbout

. .  . p . S H b M M aM )'Mastic Point tint Tarpum Bay
Stanyard Creek- 

Fresh Creek

'ce
M angrove Cay 
Lpng Bav C ays

“"’“’■fttras1 *«*.**«■'Pure Gold 
■Pleasant Bay

industriouTHilt Cat Island 
KnowleS‘ -The Bight 
Old Bight „ u  

Devil's Point *on Howc
San Salvador-

J
E x u m a  Island  £ .Simms Long Island

^ ■‘“fvOrays
Upper OrtdrauaCv '

M u .  c*y- Clarence Town

c
o

■3 Point Fairfield
Colonel H ill- in *  „  Chester 
Albert Town L®v«b  ^av

Sjrtnf Po*. Comer Mayaguana
Pompcy Bay Pirate Well

Acklins Island Ataw,B*r

£

4
Inagua Island

Irtagun (VUnbc* I.w»> •

F ig u re  2
S a n  S a lv a d o r  mSC

F ig u re  1: M ap o f  T h e  B aham a Islan ds

o f  the Bahamas, by Englishman Harold G. D. G isbum  which 
was published by S tanley Gibbons, then o f 391 Strand WC2. 
In 2006 Ted Proud published his The P o s ta l H istory o f  the 
Bahamas. Having serious collectors both sides of the pond 
is always good for philately as double the research literature 
is available. That be ing  said, there are still a  few  unrecorded 
items that have tipped  up recently, so Baham as is still alive 
and kicking.

Christopher C o lu m b u s’s first American landfall was on 
the western s h o re  o f  San S alvador (G u a n a h a n i or 
W atling’s Island) w ay  back when -  A ugust 3, 1492 to be 
precise (Figure 2 ) .  T h e  crew was, apparently, on the point 
of mutiny after a  som ew hat unpleasant an d  thirsty jour
ney. Some studies by historians have d ispu ted  the San 
Salvador theory an d  have suggested that th e  landfall may 
have been at S am an a  Cay.

C o n tin u e d  on  p a g e  16
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F igure 3 :  P ir a te  W ell m SC a n d  P u r e  G o ld  m SC

Later the B ah am as became an area w h ere  British brig
ands lay in w a it fo r  Spanish galleons load ed  up with gold 
and heading eastw ard-ho  from th e ir exploits in South 
America. M any o f  the post office nam es romantically give

In  1943, the population o f  T he Bahamas was 7 0 ,0 0 0  —
3 0 ,0 0 0  of which were in N assau . Some of the out is la n d s  
h a d  tiny numbers; B ehring  Point, Benetts Harbour, B u l
lo c k s  Harbour, Cat Cay, C e d a r  Harbour, Crossing R o ck s ,

Figure 7
L o w e r  D e a d m a n ’s  

C ay TRC

AM

F igure 4: M a n  o ’W ar Cay TRC a n d  C h erokee  Sound m S C

lie to this dangerous trade: Devil’s P o in t, D eadm an’s Cay,
Eight Mile R o c k , Pirate’s Well, P u re  G old, Rum Cay, 
Spanish Wells (th e  smallest inhabited island) and Rum 
Cay (F igure 3 ) .  O ther nautical re fe ren ces are found at 
The Current, D e e p  Creek, The Ferry, M an o ’ W ar Cay,

Farmers Cay, G re a t Guana Bay, Industrious H ill, 
M oss Town, M o u n t T hom pson, Port H o w e , 
R o ile  Tow n, S a l t  P ond , Savannah S o u n d ,  
Seymours, S w ee tin g s  Cay, True Blue and  W ill
iams Town had  populations of less th an  200 . 
Bannerman T o w n  (w here only 20 quid’s w o rth  
of stamps w ere so ld  in 1947!), Burnt G ro u n d , 
Landrail Point, L ittle  Bay and Rum Cay, S o u th  
Palmetto Point a n d  Upper Bogue had le ss  than  
100. Pompey B ay , Roses and Simms had  p o p u 

la tio n s  of 50 or less (F ig u r e  6 ) \ This gives one an id e a  o f

F igu re 8
T h e  M a r lin ’s  H ead  T R P fr o m  

C a t Cay

th e  scarcity of some p o stm ark s. These Bahamian p o s t
m a rk s  are found m ainly o n  the rather flat ty p o g rav u re  
s ta m p s  that were used th ro u g h o u t the period. P o stm ark s  
lo o k  great on the recess p rin ted  Waterlow 4d, 6d a n d  8d

F igu re  5
S p a n is h  W ells m S C l

Pompey Bay, T ru e  Blue and The B ig h t. 1 believe the re
mote Cherokee Sound on Great A b aco  is named after a 
boat that was sh ipw recked  there over 100 years ago (Fig
ure 4). Fresh w a te r  was an important requ isite  for every
one and such p laces  as James C istern, P irate Well, Span-

F ig u r e  6  
P om pey B a y  m S C

ish Wells and S p rin g  Point which w as  previously  known 
as Acklins Is lan d  (F igu re 5).

p ic to ria ls  (F igure 7) an d  on  the somewhat flam b o y an t 
C anadian-prin ted  tercentenary ' definitives that w e re  is 
su e d  in O ctober 1948. It is  w orth remembering th a t d u r
in g  the period, the B a h a m a ’s G overnor Windsor (D a v id )  
w a s  the K ing’s disgraced brother.
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F ig u re  11: S w ee tin g ’s  C a y  TR C 1 & S w eetin gs C a y  TR C 2

a lw ay s  seem ed to me like a fa d e d  English seaside tow n  
w ith th e  heat turned up. One w o u ld  need a very long v a 

A n y  o f the seven TR C s w ith  triple ex
te r io r  circles are hard to  com e by, par
ticu la rly  D evil’s Point, O range Creek, 
P in e  Ridge and True B lue (F ig u re  12). 

The adverse affect o f  the use of oil-based black ink is 
particularly noticeable  on the Devil’s Point cancellation.

F ig u r e  10: G am bier, N.P., O l d  B ig h t & P ine R idge  o n  G ra n d  Bahama.

T ravelling  round the Bahamas in  search  o f ink would have  
been a tim e consum ing yet id y llic  pastim e. 1 have p layed  
nine ho les o f go lf (I am no g o lfe r )  on New Providence 
during  a cruise to  Nassau b ack  in  the 1990s. Nassau h as

A lice  Town boasts a w hopping  Tem
porary  Rubber Circle LLTRC which 
w as  used between 1939  and 1943 

(F igu re  9). O ther ra re  items can be found  fo r  Gambier 
N.P. (New Providence Island); Old Bight an d  Pine Ridge, 
w hich is very rare as it was a temporary I u m b er cam p on 
Grand Bahama Is lan d  late 1949 to early  1950 (F igure  

1 0 ) . T R C s with double ex te rio r circles 
w o r th  lo o k in g  fo r  a r e  fo u n d  at 
B arraterre, Fresh C reek, G reen  Castle, 
H ig h  R o ck , L ittle B a y , tw o  from  
Sw eetings Cay -- one w ith and the other 
w ith o u t an apostrophe (F ig u re  10 ,11).

TFC 20 IK7

noted Gayle Raymond in the West End 
P h ila te lis t back in 1952. Black, oil- 
based ink was meant fo r  steel instru
m ents only and often distorted the soft 
rubber. Many TRDs changed their form 
dram atically within a short period of 
tim e. A Temporary R ubber Box (TRB) 
w as used at Sweeting’s C ay from 1939 
to  1942 and is very rare. T here were two 
Temporary' Rubber Pictorials (TRPs) 
used at Cat Cay: one a  cat on a key 
w hich is rare and the o th e r the scarce 
m arlin ’s head, both used  in the late 
1930s (Figure 8). W ho w as Cat Cay’s 
C reative Director?

There a re  only 14Temporary R ubber Ovals. 
These a re  somewhat stumpy and  not particu
larly a ttractive -  notwithstanding most o f ’em 
are rare birds. Cornwall, tw o fro m  Industri
ous H ill (C at Island) and L o w er Bogue are 
particularly  so (Figure 13).

J. E. W illiam son’s Photosphere near Rose
ca tio n  to  discover all the p o s t offices. The Tem porary 
R u b b e r Datestam ps (TRDs) a re  invariably the scarcest 
item s, and  were used mainly d u rin g  and after World W ar 
II. M o st o f these were made lo ca lly  in Nassau and w ere  
used  pending the arrival of the steel datestamps that cam e, 
o f te n  delayed  en-passage f ro m  the United K ingdom . 
T R D s  com e in several “f la v o rs” and a myriad of co lors, 
w ith  pu rp le  predominant. “ In k -co lo rs  in the B aham as 
p .o .’s depend solely on which in k  pad is closest (tohand),”

Island was an underw ater observatory w hich  becam e the
C o n tin u e d  on  p a g e  18

Figure 13 
Sim m s TR O
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world’s first U ndersea Post Office. It h a d  tw o sim ilar “Sea 
Floor” TROs f ro m  1939-1942; they a re  reasonably com
mon (Figure 1 4 ) .  The underwater scen es  for Param ount’s 
“Bahama P assag e” were filmed in T echn ico lo r by E.H.

F ig u r e  14  
S ea F lo o r  TRO

Griffith from th e  Photosphere. “J. E .,”  as he was known, 
finally brought the Photosphere b a c k  on to land in the 
late 1940s. Incidentally , it m easured a  m ere six feet by 
10 feet!

BAHAM A

T H R E E  HALFPENCE![THREE HALF PEI 'H REF HALFPENCE fflftH A L F  PENCE

F igure 15 F r e s h  C reek C o m m iss io n e r ’s O ffice  TRC

1 mentioned e a r lie r  that new cancellations do turn up and 
the latest is f ro m  the Commissioner’s O ffice, Fresh Creek, 
1951, d iscovered  by Michael H am ilton . The Cornmis-

F igure 1 6 L ig n u m  Vitae Cay m SC  &  Tarpum  B ay m S C l

L ud ing ton  at Lower D e a d m a n ’s Cay in D ecem ber 1953 
a n d  fo r Moss Town, A u g u s t 1951, after Hurricane A b le , 
b u t  I have not seen an im a g e  o f  either. Single line m a rk 
in g s  fo r Cat Cay is a lso  n o ted  by him in August 1942,

F ig u re  18  
M a r s h  H arbou r  

s m a l l  S in g le  circle

a n d  a  tw o line “M ayaguana, Baham as” noted by G a v a le k  
in  M ay 1948 has never b e e n  visually recorded.

S tee l dies are the bread a n d  butter o f the Baham as in  the 
fo rm  of medium Single C irc les . Every post office b o as ts  
a t  least one. The rarer ite m s  are from  D eadm an’s C ay, 
C h este r, Gambier, L ignum  Vitae Cay, Parcels P o s t N as
s a u , Old Place (which c lo se d  in 1940) and T arpum  Bay 
|m S C ( l )] which is last reco rd ed  (on a KGV stam p ) F e b 
ru a ry  8, 1938 (F igure 1 6 ) .  Green Castle isn’t e a sy , e i
th e r , as it only had a c o u p le  o f years within the p e rio d ,

F igure 19  
W est E n d  

N ew  B irm in gh am

app earin g  first in D ecem b er 1950 (F igure 17). T h is  item  
a ls o  carries an old “B ”  o b lite ra to r and is g en era lly  re 
co rd ed  as a receiving m a rk  fo r out island mail at N assau , 
b u t this is subject to co n jec tu re .

sioner’s O ffice cancellations are usually  found in the QEII 
period so th is  is the earliest one reco rd ed  (F igure 15). 
M anuscript postm arks within the K G  VI era are noted by

F igure 1 7  
G reen C a s tle  

m S C  + O v a l B

T h e re  are also 17 small S in g le  Circles, with asterisk, found  
w ith in  the period. T hese w ere  all first issued in th e  K G V  
e ra . The difficult ones h e re  are Burnt Ground, C o o p e r ’s 
T o w n , Fox Hill, M arsh F larbour, and the most e lu s iv e  -  
Sw eetings Cay (F igu re  1 8 ) . Two New B im iingham s fo r 
N assau  and West End a re  both pretty scarce (F ig u r e  19). 
L ess difficult is the G e rm a n  Cotton Reel that w as u se d  at 
N assau  from  1939 (F ig u r e  20 ).

M o st Nassau postm arks a re  not difficult to f in d ; h o w 
ev e r, a dum b box c a n ce lle r  is found throughout th e  w ar-

C on tin u ed  on  p a g e  21
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Updates to World War II 
censored covers markings

By Hap Pattiz
O f  th e  USA

Chris M iller’s com pila tio n  fo r World War 11 c e n 
sors from Jamaica n e e d s  som e updates. In rev iew 
ing the over 125 c o v e rs  in  my collection, 1 n o te  

the follow ing:

1. Jam aica  censor tape L12 is  n o ted  with unlisted n u m 
bers o f  12 6 0 ,5 4 4 6 ,6 1 0 6 ,6 1 2 9 , 8 8 0 1 ,8809 ,8814 , 8 8 3 2 ,

8838 , 8839, 8846, 8848, and  8 8 4 9 . Not all Jamaica c a n 
ce ls  show  year dates clearly, b u t all the above num bers 
fall w ith in  the usage dates o f  M ay  20, 1942 and July 13, 
1945, noted by Miller. 2

2. T h e  cover in Figure 1 is u n u su a l, showing routing fro m  
B erlin  Septem ber 12, 1941, to  W ilm ington, D elaw are, 
cen so red  in transit in Jam aica w ith  United Kingdom T ype

A, number 6383, an d  show ing a datestam p on  the tape of 
O ctober 10,1941. T h e  routing on the co v e r indicates air
mail over Sudan (?) (ra ther than via L isbon), apparently 
attempting to avoid British censorship in B erm uda orTrin- 
idad.

3. The cover in F ig u r e  2 shows censorship on  a Jamaica 
origin letter with a  U nited Kingdom Type A  label, #1645, 
but with censor in itia ls  on the tape. T h e  use o f censor 
initials is unusual in all cases, and this is the only ex

am ple I know o f f ro m  Jam aica, other than the  cover in #6 
below.

4. The next tw o co v e rs , Figures 3 and 4, show  double 
Jam aica censorship w ith two different c en so r tapes on 
each. The first is a transit censorship on  a  cover from 
Colum bia to N ew  Y ork City which w as first censored 
with Tape L9, # D 8 8 0 7 , and then reexam ined by another

F ig u r e  2 a F igu re  2b
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censor who u se d  United Kingdom T y p e  A , #1655. There 
is a May 15, 1942 datestam p over b o th  tapes.

The second c o v e r  is from Kingston, Jam aica  to Kansas 
City, Missouri in  M ay 1943 (the date is no t entirely clear). 
It was first censored  by United K ingdom  Type D, #4817, 
and subsequently reexamined by a censo r using Tape LI Ob,

1 6 7 ” was used extensively in  Trinidad and was a lso  seen  
u se d  often as a replacem ent type in Bermuda. H o w ev er, 
o n ly  one other of this ty p e  used in Jam aica1 had b een  
se e n  — until now (Figure 6). T he censor tape with # 6 0 8 4 , 
a  n u m b er known to have been  used by a censor in  J a 
m a ic a , is also datestam ped A ugust 8, 1942, in the h a n d -  
s ta m p  type known in J a m a ic a .2 In addition, the ty p e  is

British Caribbean Philatelic JournalVol. 49, No. 4

F igure 3a F ig u r e  3  b

#1.D. 8815. D ual censorship occurred m ostly  for supervi
sory oversight; bu t may also have o ccu rred  where some 
element of the correspondence needed m ore detailed re
view. This type  o f  dual censorship is v e ry  uncommon.
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F igure 4a

in itia le d  in blue crayon o n  the  back, and also e n d o rse d  
w ith  what appears to be “ I D ” (the code for Jam a ica ) in 
b lu e  crayon.

A s  noted in item two a b o v e , initialed censor ta p e s  are

5. The cover in  F ig u re  5 shows tran s it censorship on an 
item from V enezuela to New York C ity, datestam ped April 
29,1943. It sh o w s  censor Tape L8, w ith  handstam p added 
#6386, but w ith  a  manuscript “I” a d d e d  in front of the 
“D ” printed o n  th e  label. This is a  n e w  num ber for this 
variety. 6

6. The censor tap e  Type P.C. 90 w ith  subscript “Form

ra re , especially for Jam aica. N o other cover is know n fro m  
Ja m a ic a  with a m anuscrip t “ 1 D .”

ENDNOTE
1 S e e  Peter Flynn, In te rc e p te d  in Berm uda - The C e n s o r 
s h ip  o f  Transatlantic M a il D u rin g  the Second W orld  W ar. 
(C h icago : Collectors C lu b  o f  Chicago, 2006), 69. “ W h ile

C on tin u ed  on p a g e  2 1
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the (Form  167 tape) was u sed  ... in Trinidad, and ... a t other Caribbean lo ca tio n s, it has not been recorded for 
Jam a ica .” See also Chris M il le r ’s article in CCSG B u lle tin  30 , page 30, w h ich  show s a Form 167 censored  cover, 
# 3 7 1 0 , from  M yrtle Bank, J a m a ic a , November 23, 1944, to  Berwick-on-Tvveed, England, via New York.

: W ike. R.G., British E m pire C iv i l  Censorship D e v ic e s  W orld War II Trinidad a n d  Tobago. (Abernethy, Perth, Scot
land: Chavril Press, 1993), 4 6 .

Horry’s BWI postmarks
C o n tin u e d  fr o m  page 18  
tim e  period and was a secu rity  cancel used by 
C an ad ian  troops stationed in  N assau. This and 
severa l other ship postmarks a re  som ew hat hard 
to  find . Finally there is a sca tte ring  of slogan post
m ark s  the best o f which a re  th e  Baham as Fair 
s tr ik e s  found in the early 194 0 s (F ig u re  21).

T hese w ere  all m anufactured in the USA.

B aham as lots do turn up q u ite  regularly at 
auction  and are usually k een ly  bid. Prices 
for e n tire  envelopes with good  KGVI TRDs 
can fe tch  up to a couple hundred  Pounds 
these days! A collection o f  B aham as post
m arks can be evocative, beautifu l and his
to rica lly  rom antic -  a v eritab le  Bahamian 
R hapsody.

F igure 20: N a s s a u  G erm an  Cotton R e e l
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August 1916 
War Stamp issue

“War Stamp” in black on Id  red (various shades)

By Roy Bond
O f the U nited K in gdom

The P osta l Authority of St. V in cen t soon realized 
that th e r e  was no way the  lo ca l G overnm ent 
Printer in  Kingstown would be  ab le to handle the 

overprinting o f  the quantities of w a r  stam ps that were 
going to be requ ired . So by May 17, 1916, they tele
graphed an o rd e r  to the Crown A g en ts  (this is the first 
time that this com m unication m edia  w as used for this 
purpose) for 5 0 ,0 0 0  Id red war s tam ps. This method in 
ordering was u se d  extensively h e reafter because it saved 
at least three w eek s  in the order p rocess.

So on May 18, 1916, the Crown A g e n ts  forwarded the 
telegram to D e  L a  Rue. The com pany responded on May 
22 with a q u o ta tio n  of £11. lOs.Od, in c lud ing  £3.3s.0. for 
the tem porary overprint plate. D e livery  was quoted as

August 1916 War Stamp Issue

Designed by: Thom as D e La Rue
Resess Printed by: Thom as D e La Rue
Overprinted by: Thom as D e La Rue
Date o f  Issue: A ugust 1916
Watermark: M ultip le C row n CA
Perforation: 14

five weeks. T h e  Crown Agents w ent back to De La Rue 
on May 26 con firm ing  that the o v e rp rin t was to be af
fixed in black in k , which was duly n o ted  by De La Rue 
on May 29. O n  June 16, the Crow n A gen ts  wrote to the 
company a sk in g  when the stamps w o u ld  be ready. The 
response w as, “ We will do our b e s t to  have the stamp 
with your in sp ec to r  by Thursday n e x t .”

The Crown A g e n ts  wrote to De La R u e  on July 29,1916, 
enclosing a te leg ram  from St. V incent ordering a further
50,000 I d red w a r  stamps, which w as  du ly  acknowledged

th e  follow ing day. T here w as  another order for 5 0 ,0 0 0  o f  
th e s e  stamps placed on D ec e m b e r9 , 1916, also a c k n o w l
e d g e d  by return of post. O n  M arch 2, 1917 yet a n o th e r  
o rd e r  fo r 50,000 of these  stam ps was placed upon D e  La 
R u e  by telegram and d u ly  accepted  by return of p o s t. A n 
o rd e r  was placed for 1 00 ,000  copies of the s ta m p s  on

A pril 2 8 ,1 9 17, which w e re  delivered to  the Crown A g en ts  
in sp ec to r in London w ith in  seven days. And f in a lly , the 
la s t  order fo r the stam ps w as placed with De La R u e  on 
Jan u ary  28, 1918, and w a s  fo r  100,000 copies.

T h u s  there was a total o f  six printings of these s tam p s 
ca rried  out by De La R u e  o v er a period of 20 m o n th s  or 
so . Stanley Gibbons lis ts  fo u r  distinct shades as S G  n u m 
b e rs  in their catalogues, b u t with such large o rd e rs  th ere  
w e re  probably m ultiple in k  m ixes fo r each o rd e r, thus 
th e  shades cannot be id en tified  with particular p rin tin g s .
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POSTACE & REVENUE

BG Bits and Pieces
7 c J/ // j 7 ) / ' .  V J. y .  A Ja m p  /j  a  /

U /  ( > a n a c / a

BG’s Cinderella, featuring a 
vagabond captain & a vigilant PMG

In 1936, the M editerranean w as the hotbed of E u ro 
pean espionage activity. T h e  British Admiralty e n 
gaged the services o f  C a p ta in  Dod Orsborne, th e  

M aste r of the G irl Pat, a G rim b sy  trawler, as one o f th e ir  
agen ts. But in addition to  sp y in g , he indulged in g u n - 
runn ing  and other illegal a c tiv itie s , and was eventually

F IG U R E  I: S e lf -a d d r e s s e d  c o v e r  to B artica .

apprehended  by the Spanish au tho rities. While they p o n 
d ered  h is fate, he and his c rew  w ere  allowed to rem ain  on 
board , but the vessel was s tr ip p e d  o f  all navigation e q u ip 
m ent. Fearing swift and se v e re  Spanish justice, 
u n d e r cover o f a developing sto rm , he cut his 
m oo rin g  lines, drifted unseen  ou t of port, and 
head ed  for the Cape Verde Is lan d s. But the fe
ro c ity  o f  the storm blew h im  m uch  farther into 
the  South  A tlantic than he re a liz e d  and he nearly 
p e rish ed  before being spo tted  o ff  the coast of 
S urinam .

B ritish  G uiana dispatched o n e  o f  the ir river 
steam ers  to intercept and esc o rt the G irt Par into 
G eorgetow n. His escapade h ad  aroused much 
international attention in the several weeks when 
he w as lost, and his reappearance created an em
b arrassm en t fo r the British G overnm ent. While 
th ey  considered their best d ip lo m atic  options, 
th e  en tire  crew  was held in  lo o se  house arrest, 
a w a itin g  the arrival of an A d m ira lty  appointed 
c a p ta in  to sail them and th e  G ir l  P a t home. 
W h ile  in this idle limbo, o n e  en terprising  crew

mem ber designed an d  had printed 30,000 G ir l  P a t stamps 
which were offered  to  the public for 6d. each . They were 
crudely done, d e p ic tin g  the Girl Pat in b lu e  in the center 
of the stamp, w ith  land  masses of Europe and Africa on 
the right, the A m ericas  on the left. A b lue crow n and rib
bon with Girl P a t  on  it occupied the top th ird  o f the stamp, 

which was ro u g h ly  perforated. A new spaper adver
tisement had declared  that the) had  been prepared 
solely for the  benefit o f collectors w h o  were advised 
to affix the s ta m p s  on the left bo ttom  corner of self 
addressed en v e lo p es  and to then en tru s t them  to the 
G irl P a t’s  c a p ta in  w ho would affix  G reat Britain 
stamps and m ail the covers back fro m  Plymouth.

A philatelist in  a  letter to the editor a lerted  the PMG 
of the schem e an d  he immediately declared  that mode 
of transportation o f mail to be illegal. W ithin a week 
it was announced  that anyone w ho had  handed in a 
letter, could red eem  it and 6d. from  th e  new captain 
of the G irl P a t. Figure 1 is one such cover. Figure 2, 

addressed to a F o n d o n  recipient, w as redeem ed  then 
mailed in G eorgetow n, received a S logan EM C , but did 
not escape the v ig ilan ce  o f Postmaster G eneral Reilly.

F IG U R E  2 : C over a d d re s se d  to  London, f r a n k e d  w ith  4 c  K G V  
d e fin itiv e , da ted  16 J A N  1 9 3 7 . There is a G eo rg e to w n  double  

r in g  can cel o f  the sa m e  d a te , with an a d d itio n a l G irl P a t 
C inderella  cancelled in  r e d  by  “R eturned fr o m  ‘G ir l P a t’ as 

I l le g a l  M a il” and in m a n u scrip t, ‘‘C ontravenes P o s ta l  R egu la
t io n s ”  a n d  handstam ped in  vio let, J . Reilly, P o s tm a s te r  General.
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W illard A l lm a n , P h oebe M a c G illiv a ry , K eith  M oh  

P h o to g ra p h s  by E d  W a te ro u s

Photographs from the 2009 Annual General Meeting 
British Caribbean Philatelic Study Group

M a r y  G leadall, 
M a u r ic e  &  S u za n n e  W ozniak

Jean & R a y  P aley, G eorge G le a d a l l

D a n  &  P a t W alker

D u a n e  L arson , M ary  G le a d a ll ,  M ik e  N eth erso le , 
M ik e  M e a d

B ern ice  &  H ow ie  A ustin , M ik e  N eth erso le

Steve  
Schumann  
(left) and  

Dr. P e ter  P. 
M cCann

C h arles F re e la n d
J o h n  Seidl
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2009 Annual General Meeting 
British Caribbean Philatelic Study Group 

May 25,2009, NOJEX 2009
Members in attendance: H . A ustin , C. Freeland, M . 
G le a d a ll ,  R. G onzalez, D. L a rs o n , P. M cCann, M . 
N etherso le , R. Paley, J. S eid l, B . Stew art, E. W aterous, 
D. W ilson , M. Wozniak, R. W ynstra .

A pologies for absence: J. H a rw o o d , P. Larsen, R. 
R am kissoon

Members on duty at NOJEX: W. Allm an, M. M ead, K. 
M oh, P. MacGillivary, S. S ch u m an n , W. D. Walker.

T he m eeting was called to o rd e r  by President Ed W ater
ous a t 1:10 p.m. The minutes o f  the 2008 Westpex A G M  
w ere  taken as published in th e  Ju ly  -  September 20 0 8  
B C P  Jou rn a l (proposed John S e id l, seconded Bob S tew 
art, carried  unanimously).

T h e  President called on C h a rle s  Freeland for an update  
on th e  London 2010 Festival o f  Stam ps to be held in 
Isling ton , N. E. London from  M ay  9  through 16. C harles 
suggested  a “meet and greet” a n d  view ing of auction lo ts 
on Friday, May 8 at The C ry p t, Islington. The B C PSG  
w ill com bine fo r a joint m e e tin g  w ith the BWISC on  
S unday , May 10 at Spink’s in Bloomsbury, where d is 
p lay s and the AGM will ta k e  place. About a hundred 
m em b ers  are expected to a tte n d  this combined m eeting  
and  auction. He also m entioned  that Philatex would run  
the w eek  before, May 6 and 7 , an d  other philatelic ex h ib 
its w ould  occur at the B ritish  L ibrary  and National A r
ch iv es . M em bers are encouraged  to send auction lots to  
H ow ie  A ustin, auction m anager, by October. These should 
be o f  specialist interest, varie ties, etc. He suggested m em 
bers  check  the website for h o te l accommodation.

V ice  President Duane L arson  reported that steps w ere  
b e in g  taken to  update our w eb site . Past volumes o f  th e  
J o u rn a l, as well as auction m ateria l, are now availab le  
o n lin e . Planning is underw ay fo r  a password system  so  
th a t cu rren t journals would b e  availab le  to members p ro 
v id in g  an alternative to m a ilin g  the Journal. To prom ote 
an d  encourage new m em bers, a  gallery of past d isp lays 
w o u ld  be added and the s tu d y  group leaders would be  
c o n tac ted  fo r assistance. Ed B arrow , webmaster, w ill be  
u p d a tin g  email addresses. S uggestions and ideas w ere  
in v ite d  to help this project g e t underway.

The Treasurer’s R ep o rt for 2008 as published in the April- 
June 2009 BCP J o u rn a l  was presented by  John Seidl. 
2008 showed a net ga in  of $891. The J o u rn a l  publishing 
cost increased 15% . Bill Gompel has not y e t done an au- 
dit/review  of o u r financia l records. O u r asse ts  exceed 
$52,000 invested in low  risk (and low in terest at this time) 
CDs and cash. T h e  on ly  liability is the life  and prepaid 
membership. O vera ll, the financial state is sound. Charles 
Freeland wanted th e  records to reflect appreciation  for 
the excellent s tew ard sh ip  o f Treasurer Jo h n  Seidl, car
ried unanimously.

Secretary Mary G lead a ll reported that the  new officers 
elected by the B oard  o f  Trustees late last y e a r  started their 
tw o year term in Ja n u a ry  2009. Later this year, three new 
Trustees must be e lec ted  for six year term s replacing Steve 
Jarvis, Giorgio M ig liavacca  and Stephen Schum ann.

International D irec to r  David Druett had nothing to re
port but did suggest St. Lucia be considered  the venue 
fo r the next C aribbean  meeting.

M embership C h airm an  Bob Stewart sta ted  the member
ship stands at 322 w ith  75 life members. T w enty mem
bers, mostly in U .S .A . and U.K., have no t yet renewed 
their m em bership although  he has co n tac ted  them  six 
tim es since January  2009. It was suggested he send a list 
o f delinquents to  th e  officers for personal fo llow -up.

Librarian David W ilson  stated there w ere o n ly  four loans, 
one monograph sa le  but no other sales du ring  the past 
year. The library ho ld ings are listed on the  web site to 
encourage use by m em bers. President E d  W aterous an
nounced David w ish ed  to resign as lib rarian  in the next 
six months and th a t the librarian position needed to be 
filled. It is not an onerous jo b  but suitable storage space 
would be needed.

Awards Chairman Paul Larsen’s report w as read by Presi
dent Ed Waterous. T h ere  is a need to rep len ish  the medal 
supply this year an d  an  order will be p laced w ith ou r sup
plier in Germany. R ob  W ynstra will assu m e responsibil
ity this year to a ss is t the Awards C om m ittee.

Publications C hairm an  Ben Ramkissoon, battling illness,

C o n tin u e d  on  p a g e  26
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sent greetings to  the AGM. He had n o th in g  to report other 
than the 362 p a g e  book on Trinidad is  to  be published by 
Sheridan of M aryland . Charles F ree lan d  stated that the 
estimated co s t o f  publication US$ 12 ,0 0 0  for 300 copies 
(many color illustrations) is to be sh a red  equally by us 
and BWISC, lik ew ise  sharing the p roceeds. He suggested 
inviting subscrip tions and numbered co p ies  with the sub
scribers listed prominently.

Future AGM dates were announced:
2010 -  London in M a y  

Suggested
2011 -  Sarasota/St. Louis in  February 

2012 -  St. L o u is  (February) / San Jo se  (November) 
2013  -  St. Lucia / B ah am as 

2014 - S t. Louis / San Jose / V ap ex  (Virginia) / 
C h icago  (Novem ber)/ B oxborough  (M ay) 

2 0 1 5 -? ?
2 0 1 6  -  New York In ternational 

Any Other Business:
Recruitment o f  new members was d iscussed . Peter Mc
Cann stated th e  excellent opportunity  to  be provided at 
the 2010 L o n d o n  Stamp Show and recru itm ent must be 
given a big e ffo rt. Ed Waterous sa id  a  table would be 
manned with D uane  Larson in charge. D uane Larson sug
gested a b ro ch u re  be printed for d e a le rs  to hand out at 
future shows w orld  wide. Mike N e therso le  had started 
mini regional m eetings and needed to  contact members 
in those a reas. T hese meetings sh o u ld  be published in 
show m agazines and philatelic jo u rn a ls . Peter McCann 
stated there w e re  32 national sh ow s in the U.S.A. each 
year. Bob S te w a rt would send the b rochures to other so
cieties to go in  the ir journals.

Maurice W ozniak , afonnerjou rnalist, said that brochures 
were not the b e s t idea but even a o ne-percen t result would 
be good. He suggested  personal co n n ec tio n s and upgrad
ing the w eb site  with specific search  engine capability. 
Peter M cC ann said the APS w ebsite  accounted for 40% 
of its new m em bers. Charles F reeland  suggested the po
tential of a ttrac tin g  eBay sellers to  th e  membership.

There is still a  need for an A dvertising  M anager, a posi
tion open fo r  th e  past two years. It is  estim ated it would 
require about 80  hours per year. C h a rle s  Freeland men
tioned that in  th e  BW ISC this task  w a s  done by the edi
tor. Ed W aterous opened discussion o n  the merit of a sub
editor who w o u ld  have to know the m em bersh ip  to round 
up articles.

Awards were presented as follows:
The Cooley A w ard  for Lifetime S e rv ic e  to the BCPSG 
went to Ed W aterous, much deserved  fo r  his many years

o f  dedicated service.

T h e  Addiss Award fo r L ife tim e  Achievement in  P h ila 
te lic  Writing was presen ted  to  Tom Giraldi for h is  C a y 
m an  book and his num erous articles published in th e  jo u r 
nal.

T h e  Durnin Award fo r th e  best article in the BCP J o u r n a l  
d u rin g  the previous y ea r w as  presented to Roy B o n d  fo r 
h is  series on St. Vincent. C harles Freeland went on  to  say 
th a t the Award C om m ittee  w as not impressed w ith  the 
standard  of articles e lig ib le  fo r this award. T hey sh o u ld  
re flec t serious research. S tan  D urnin’s purpose in d o n a t
in g  this award was to e n co u rag e  serious philatelic study  
a n d  writing.

T h e  Stern Award for a  f irs t-tim e  exhibitor at a N atio n a l 
S h o w  went to David C o rd o n  fo r his Bermuda B o e r  W ar 
E xhib it.

T h e  Cameron Trophy f o r  the  best eligible exhib it a t the 
N O JE X  show was w on b y  M ike Nethersole fo r  h is  St. 
V incent.

C h arles  Freeland sugg ested  that award winners, p a s t  and 
p resen t, should be asked  to  produce articles for th e  J o u r 
n a l.

F inally  Ed Waterous re a d  a  letter from  Bob T o p az , w ho 
is  now  in assisted liv ing  an d  has no further need f o r  the 
Jo u rn a l. The members reca lled  he was one of th e  fo u n d 
in g  m em bers, holding th e  positions o f president, ed ito r, 
d ea le r  and auction m a n a g e r and they wished him  w ell in 
h is  sunset years.

M eeting  adjourned at 3 :1 0  p.m. (proposed Bob S tew art, 
seconded  John Seidl, c a rr ie d  unanimously) fo llo w e d  by 
p resen ta tio n s by Jo h n  S e id l, Bob Stewart a n d  M ary  
G leadall.

R espectfully s u b m it te d , 
M ary G leadall. S e c r e ta r y

British Caribbean Philatelic Journal

N u ggets f r o m  th e  p a s t ...
Jay Fredrick said in  h is  P resident’s M essage,

“ W hen you are read ing  th is , S tam p World L o n d o n  90  
w ill have faded into h is to ry . However, the g low  o f  the  
m em ories of our p lea san t experiences will live o n  
fo rever!”

- B C PSG  Jo u rn a l 
J u n e  1 9 9 0

Vol. 49, No. 4
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BCPSG Exhibits and Awards
By Paul Larsen
A w a rd s Chairm an

Following is a listing o f  recent British C aribbean 
Philatelic Study G roup (BCPSG ) member exhibit 
participants and awards.

NO.lEX. Mav 22-24 
Secaucus. New Jersey

O u r A G M  brought a total o f  11 m em ber exhibits, six  
m ultifram e and five single fram e. Nine were Caribbean area 
subjects. Group entries were 21 % of multiframe and 45%  
of single frame; a modest show ing  on our part. Congratula
tions to  all who made the effort to  “ show the flag” and p ro 
vide show viewers with som e Caribbean philatelic treats. 
D etailed results follow:

Robert W ynstra
Leeward Islands V illage M ail 1734-1932 

Best British Caribbean Sectional Award.
Gold. BC Gold 

Michael N ethersole 
St. Vincent 1795 -1936  

Cameron Trophy. Gold, BC Gold 
Peter M cC ann

Montserrat: P o s ta l  h istory o f  a 
Caribbean Is la n d  1759-1946  

Court of Honor 
Edward W aterous

Bahamas Postal S ta tio n ery  through tlte 
Reign o f  K in g  G eorge VI

Vermeil. BC Vermeil, UPSS Marcus White Medal
David C ordon

Bermuda Pre-D ecim al D efinitive Issues 
Vermeil. BC Vermeil 

Paul L arsen
Barbados Seal Issu es 1892-1935  

Gold. BC Gold 
Raymond M urphy 

Jamaica in W orld War 11 (SF)
Vermeil. BC Vermeil 

Richard M aisel
Common Features o f  th e  B ritish Multi-Colony 

Imperium Issue (189 0 -1 9 3 3 )  | SF]
Vermeil, BC Vermeil, AAPE Gold Aw'ard of Honor 

C olon ial Emblems on B ritish  West Indian Stamps 
(1853-1970) [SF]
Silver, BC Silver 
George B ow m an 

Victoria Barred O v a l Cancels (SF)
Gold

Regis Hoffman
Polish R efugees in Africa, World W ar II (SF) 

Silver

ROPEX 2009. Mav 15-17 
Rochester. New York

Regis Hoffman 
L etters to the Stars 

Vermeil

Rocky Mountain Stamp Show 2009. Mav 15-17 
Denver. Colorado

David Herendeen
Bosnia-H erzegovina: The 1904 Postage D u e Issue (SF) 

Gold
Paul Larsen

French Sudan & Niger 
Gold

U bangi-Shari-C had 1900-1938  
Gold, APS 1900-1940 Medal

NAPEX 2009. .lune 5-7 
McLean. Virginia

Harris Leonard
Trinidad and Tobago Registered P osta l S tationery  

Silver
George Bow man

The Fresno-San F rancisco Bicycle P o st o f  1894  (SF) 
Gold

The New Z e a la n d  Half-Penny M ount Cook 
Issu es, 1900-1908 (SF)

Vermeil
Danforth Walker 

B a rw a n i: A Princely State  
Gold

Minnesota Stamp Expo 2009. July 17-19 
Cry stal. Minnesota

Paul Larsen
B arbados Seal Issues 1892-1935  

Gold, BCPSG Medal 
French Sudan and N iger  

Gold
Stephen Schumann

New Z ea lan d  P ostal Stationery 1876-1940  
Gold, APS 1900-1940 Medal
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President’s Message -------------  By Ed W aterous

W e a re  very fortunate to h a v e  a hobby consid
e re d  by many to be a rock  upon which we can 
re ly  in troubling times. S im p ly  looking around 

at the stamp co llec tin g  population d em onstra tes that phi
lately helps to  lengthen average life expectancy. Although 
not generally to u ted  as a benefit o f o u r  w onderful hobby, 
a longer life is lik e ly  due to the ab ility  to  escape from the 
troubles of th e  w orld around us and , as  we age, to chal
lenge and u tiliz e  our minds, keep ing  us active. Please 
keep this in m in d  when you decide th e  tim e has arrived 
to part with y o u r  collection. If y o u r decision is to sell, 
retain some p a r t  o f  your collection to  allow  yourself to 
be mentally stim u la ted  and challenged.

Is it time to p a r t  w ith your collection? This can be very 
challenging f o r  those who have sp e n t years developing 
their areas o f  in terest. 1 believe it is b e s t  for you to make 
the arrangem ents fo r the dispersal o f  your collection. 
Ensure that y o u r  fam ily members a n d , if  necessary, your 
executor know  th e  who, what and w h e re  details you de
cide on. Take th e  tim e to leave w ritten  instructions and to 
introduce y o u r fam ily  to the person w h o  is to handle the 
sale. DO N O T tak e  it for granted th a t y o u r  collection will 
sell itself. O u r d ea le r members and advertisers are points 
of contact w h en  considering the sa le  o f  your collection. 
The APS, o f  w h ich  we are an a ffilia te , offers an estate 
advisory se rv ice . Please prepare fo r  th e  eventuality that 
your collection m ust be passed on f o r  w e are only tem
porary guard ians o f our prized possessions.

The LO N D O N  2010 Festival o f S tam p s and our joint 
meeting with th e  BW ISC in London is  nearing. Plans are 
being finalized  fo r  meetings on M ay  8 and 10, with an 
informal d in n e r planned for Saturday, M ay 9. The LON
DON 2010 sh o w  opens on Saturday, M ay  9 ,2010  so we’ll 
have no B C PSG -B W ISC  activities p lanned  for the day
time hours. It is  not too early to m ake y o u r travel anange- 
ments for w h a t w e hope will be a w onderfu l event. Our 
friends from th e  BW ISC have a rran g ed  for the Friday, 
M ay 8 ac tiv ities to be held at a lo ca tio n  in the City of 
London. T h e  B C PSG  Annual M e e tin g  is tentatively 
planned for F rid a y  as is the Joint B C PSG -B W ISC  auc
tion sale. S u n d ay  activities will be h e ld  in Bloomsbury. I 
look forward to  seeing a large tu rn o u t and will be happy 
to see you th e re . Expanded details c o m in g  in January.

Auction M an ag er Howie Austin c a n  still receive lots for 
the 2010 Jo in t Auction sale. We’re  still seeking better 
lots averaging abou t $80.00 each. In  addition, the mate
rial should a p p e a l to specialists. See F low ie’s contact info

o n  page 2. U.K. m em bers, 
p lea se  send lots directly to  
t h e  B W IS C  A u c tio n  
T eam .

A s  o f  this writing not a  
s in g le  m em ber has r e 
sp onded  to the call fo r an  
A dvertising  Manager. It is 
n o t  an encouraging s ig n  
th a t  none of our more than  
3 0 0  m em bers is willing to  
p e rfo rm  this service f o r  
th e  group. Is it fear o f o f 
fe n d in g  the advertisers o r  fe a r  that the work will req u ire  
to o  m uch of your tim e? F ran k ly  I ’m puzzled that o u r  a p 
p e a ls  for a volunteer h a v e  gone unheeded. W ithou t a d 
ve rtise rs  to defray our c o s ts , the next best source w e  can 
tu rn  to  for additional re v e n u e s  is to increase m em b ersh ip  
d u e s  or in lieu of a du es increase , we can request d o n a 
tio n s  from  our m em bersh ip  to  defray our expenses. Y our 
o ffice rs  and executive co m m ittee  have worked to  k eep  
th e  dues increases rea so n ab le  but w e’re fighting a  lo sin g  
b a ttle  as costs for p rin ting  and  m ailing continue to  rise.

E lection  of Trustees occu rs  every two years and o u r  T ru s t
e e s  serve a six-year term . T h is  is an election year f o r  T ru s t
ee s . If you have interest in  serving the group as a  T ru s tee , 
p lea se  contact any of th e  o fficers fo r further in fo rm atio n . 
T h is  y ea r’s ballot is e n c lo se d  and I ask each m e m b e r to 
vo te .

F inally , another rem inder th a t your editor needs a rtic le s  
in  order to publish the  J o u rn a l. We would a lso  l ik e  to 
p u b lish  your research n o t  ju s t  in the BCPJ, but a lso  in  the 
fo rm  of monographs o r  bo o k s. Please contact any o f  y ou r 
o ffice rs  or the Publications Com m ittee to discuss th e  d e 
ta ils .

N u ggets  f r o m  th e  p a s t ...

Topics written about in  the December 1993 issue o f  
the  Journal included R o b ert Swarbrick’s Christmas 
story; Michel Forand d iscussed  the “I.C.” code used  by 
censors in Bermuda d u rin g  World War II; M.H.
Ludington wrote about T urks & Caicos essays and 
proofs; and Ian M atheson gave an update on B ritish 
H onduras’ town cancels.

-  BCPSG  Journal
______________________________________ D ecem ber 1993
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Membership Director’s Report —By B ob Stewart

New M em bers
I f  y o u  have any friends you  th in k  m igh t be  interested in  

jo in in g  our group, p lease  s e n d  m e th eir names a n d  
a d d re sse s  and  I w ill send th e m  a  com plim entary c o p y  

o f the Jo u rn a l.

New Applicants
Dr. L u c a  L av ag n in o , C a s e l l a  P o s ta le  67, A 2 0 4 6  
Peveragno, ITALY. Email: luca.lavagnino@ alice.it. Ph ila
telic interests: Jamaica p re-adhesive, maritime, and ph ila 
te lic  literature. Sponsored by Dr. Reuben Ramkissoon.

Address Changes
L eonard  Frank, 200 Bristol G le n  Dr., Apt. B-359, N ew 
ton. NJ 07860 USA
Jeffrey  Weiss, P.O. Box 119, E tn a , NH 03750 USA

New email addresses
No c h a n g e s

Resignations
N one

Non-Payment of Dues
P e te r  Calvert, USA 

W ilfred  Greenway, USA 
Je a n  Kasper, USA 

H ugh  M cM ackin, USA 
R ich ard  Conn, USA 
G ra h a m  Hoey, U.K.

A lbihn Sw en Ingvar, Sw eden 
L y n n  Cohen, USA 

D av id  Fiskum, USA 
Jo h n  Perry, USA 

H elm u t Stocker, Canada

I f  a n y  m em ber h a s  in fo rm a tio n , such a s  a  ch a n g e  o f  
address, to be in c lu d e d  in th e  M em b ersh ip  D ir e c to r ’s 
R eport, please c o n ta c t  m e, either by m a i l  (se e  in side  

fro n t co ver o f  th e  Jou rn a l) o r  by e m a il, a t 
s te  w a rt9 9 @ co m ca st.n e t

Deadlines D e a d U n e s

Deadlines
W e’ve  a ll  g o t th em , a n d  th is  jo u rn a l  

is  no d ifferen t! D e a d l in e s  f o r  rece iv in g  
m a te r ia l  f o r  p u b lic a tio n  ( a n d  th a t m ean s in th e  
e d i t o r ’s  h a n d s , not m a i le d )  a n d  th e  a n tic ip a te d  

m a il in g  d a te  f o r  each  o f  th e  q u a r te r ly  issu es  

o f  th is  p u b lic a tio n  a r e  n o w  fo u n d  a t the  
bo ttom  o f  p a g e  3 .

P le a s e  take n o te  o f  th e s e  d a te s!

Please help...
us find new members!

W e need YOUR help in this important 
mission today!

EXPERTIZATION
W O R L D  CLASSICS

Y ou  can expect:
D e ta ile d  andAccurate  

jf ig f i Q u ality  Certificates

Past S erv ice  * <Relia6(e * JU ffordable

Liane Sergio S ism on do
10035 CAROUSEL CENTER DRIV E 
SYRACUSE,NEW  YORK 13290 0001

USA
TEL (315) 422-2331 * FAX (315) 4 2 2  2 9 5 6  

SISMONEXY@DREAMSCArt.COM

mailto:luca.lavagnino@alice.it
mailto:wart99@comcast.net
mailto:SISMONEXY@DREAMSCArt.COM
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CAYMAN ISLANDS
By Richard M aisel

The third o f  o u r  occasional series devoted  to  Classic 
C ollections, th is  describes R ich a rd  M aise l’s superb 
Large G old  M edal collection. L av ish ly  illustrated in 
colour, th is bo o k le t relates the p ro g ressio n  o f  Cayman 
Islands p h ila te ly  from  the earliest u se  o f the Jamaican 
stamps, th ro u g h  the developm ent o f  firs t Queen Victo
ria keyplate designs up to the p ic to ria l issues of the 
K ing G e o rg e  V period . Price: £12.00 (Approx. 
$22.80). B W IS C  M embers’ d isc o u n t £2.00 (Approx. 
$3.80).

This b o o k  is available now a n d  can  be ordered 
from D a v id  Druett of P ennym ead  A uctions at 

1, B rew erto n  Street, K naresborough, N. YORKS, 
H G 5 8AZ UK or v ia  e -m ail at 

Pennm ead@ aol .com, or via T e lep h o n e  at 0044 
(0)1423 865962  or Fax at 0 0 4 4 (0 ) 1423547057. 

Please a d v is e  if  airmail or su rface  m ail is required  
for overseas o r d e r s .

N O T E : Post & packing a re  extra.

COMMERCIAL
M A I L
We have recent commercial mail, many with local usages, 
including meters, inter-island, registered governmental 
stampless, etc. from m any of the Caribbean countries (in
cluding Bermuda). Rare St. Vincent Provisionals 1999-2003 
available.

Prices start from  $US 2. Limited supply.
Please write/fax for details.

We also carry  earlier material.
Cheques accepted  in any currency.

STEVEN ZIRINSKY
Box 49, Ansonia Station, NY, NY 10023 USA 

Tel: 718-706-0616 Fax: 718-706-0619 
szirinsky@cs.com

___________Member: APS PTS____________

BRITISH EMPIRE EXCLUSIVELY

REQUEST A CATALOGUE FOR OUR NEXT PUBLIC AUCTION. 
PLEASE SPECIFY Y O UR INTERESTS.

WANT LISTS INVITED FO R  PRE-1935 MATERIAL. 
REFERENCES PLEASE.

W E ARE BUYERS OF BETTER BRITISH COMMONWEALTH STAMPS, 
POSTAL HISTORY A N D  SPECIALIST ITEMS.

Victoria Stamp Company
PHOEBE A. MACGILLIVARY 

P.O. BOX 745, RIDGEWOOD, NJ 07451, U SA  
PHONE (201) 652-7283 FAX (201) 612-0024 

Email: VictoriaStampCo@aoI.com Website: VictoriaStampCo.com

mailto:szirinsky@cs.com
mailto:VictoriaStampCo@aoI.com
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THE
BRITISH

COMMONWEALTH
O • F N - A * T - I « 0 « N * S

“VISIT OUR BOOTH AT 
MOST MAJOR SHOWS”

We are active buyers and sellers o f  stamps and postal 
history of all areas o f pre-1960 British Commonwealth, 
including individual items, collections or estates.

Want lists from a ll reigns are accepted with references.

L. W. Martin, Jr.

CROWN COLONY STAMPS
P .O . BOX 1 1 9 8  

BELLAIRE, TEXAS 7 7 4 0 1  

PH. (7 1 3 )  7 8 1 - 6 5 6 3  •  FAX ( 7 1 3 )  7 8 9 - 9 9 9 8

Do you Collect

the WEST INDIES and the 
CARIBBEAN AREA?
As the leading SPECIALISED POSTAL AUCTION 
fo r the CARIBBEAN and  the WEST INDIES,
founded in 1976, we hold 6 to 8 sales per year and 
cater for the Specialist, the  General Collector and 
the Beginner. We offer quality in POSTAL HISTORY, 
STAM PS, PROOFS, S PEC IM EN S, BOOKS, 
POSTAL STATIONERY, &  EARLY MAPS from the 
16th century onwards.

Write or telephone for FREE CATALOGUE.

^  PHILATELIC V

Q AUCTIONS >

Dept. BCPJ 
P.O. Box 17 
Thirsk, N. Yorks 
Y 0 7  1TT 
ENGLAND

Telephone: Thirsk (0845) 523942 
Member: BCPSG, BWISC

Always the Unusual, 
Esoteric & Inimitable...

We o ffe r Mail Sales w ith ex
tremely interesting material in the 
$25 - $150 range. In addition, our 
Public Auctions offer appropriately 
rare and specialized material.

We are always interested in buy
ing specialized items or collections.

Our Mail Sale and Public Auction catalogs are sent 
free to members o f The British Caribbean Philatelic Study 
Group on request. Please specify which catalog you wish.

George 
Alevizos

P.O. Box 1408
Topanga, CA 90290-1408 USA  
Telephone: (310) 455-2300; FAX: (310) 455-2303 
Cal. Auc. Lie. No. A1229
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The British Empire
A-Z 1840-1935 Mint and Used

The Largest and Most Valuable 
Stock In America

W A N T  L I S T S
For decades we have had the great pleasure of working 
closely with our clients in the formation of many fine  
private and international exhibition standard collections. 
I will be pleased to  place our expertise at your disposal.

■  30 Volumes in all price ranges, individually stocked!
■  You may acquire exactly those items that you need!

■ Receive on approval (references please) or per quotation! 
■ Scott or Stanley Gibbons numbers!

■  Prompt, expert service!

G e o rg e  Id). J h fo fs c h a u e r

COLONIAL STAMP CO.

m m w

5757 W ILSH IR E BLVD., PH#8 
LOS A N G E L E S, CA 90036 

Ph: (323) 933-9435  
F a x (323) 939-9930  

eMail: gw h225@ aol.com  
V isit our Web Site: w w w .colonialstam ps.com

9  1
CCNV, CSDA, IFSDA, 

INTERNATIONAL 
SOCIETY APPRAISERS

mailto:gwh225@aol.com
http://www.colonialstamps.com

