B.itish Caribbean Philatelic Study Groud

A el

AIR MAILS ofthse WEST INDIES

By. Dr. John MO Lockis.

The air mails of the West Indies form an inberesting addition to any collection
of thelr postage stamps and postmarks. First Flight covers are not, generally,
costly, though. there are some of which there are only a few in existence.

Some First Flight Covers date from January 1lglg, (see Barbados), but the majority
date from September 1929 or early 1930, when Pan American Airways and the New York
Rio and Buenos Aires Airline, (N.Y.R.B.A.) started regular northward and southward
bound air mail services throughout the Caribbean., What was then an historic event is
now & oommonplece everyday event.

The earlier flights are based on F.A.M. routes s 6 ~— 10, and the NYRBA lihe, and
the later ones on F.A.M. 17, 18, 22 and 33.

Bermuda has been included in the check list, for though not sbriotly in the West
Indies, either geograplfically or administratively, it is certainly inoluded in most
West Indian collectionsa '

I hove included all first f£lights of which I have reliable information. There are
doubtless errors and omissions and I would very much appreciate hearing from any
members with corrections and additions %o the list.

I am indsbted to the American Airmail Catalogue (19g0 edition), recently reprinted,

the pamphlets of Francis J. Field, Ltd., of Sutton Coldfield, Warwickshire, England,
and in part, to the Cayman Islands handbook by Aguilar and Sanders.
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AN TIGUA:~ The first flights to and from Antigua commenced in September 1gpg, by
Pan American Airways, followed in February and March 1930 by the N.Y.R.B.A. line,
Nowadays Antigua is served by flights of most of the big airlines,

Date h S From. To ‘ Notes
20 Sep 1929 Miami Antigua First PAA Flight
southward.

Special CacBet:~ 80 x 57 mm, in mauve, "First Flight/%eapl&ne and Bargue/
San Juan = Paramaribo'.  The cachet was applied in Sen Juan, Porto Rico and
often irrespective of the destination.

22 Sep 1929 Antigua W.I.Islands Stwards Continustion of
S except Barbados flight above

No. gpecial cachet

26 Sep 1929 ‘ Antigua WeIl.Islands N'ward TFirst return flight.
and U,S.A. ‘

Special Cachet:= 3 lines in black, "First Air Mail/kntigua to U.S.A./Beptember 1g2g".

The cachet and covers are uncommeon. : s ‘

25 Fob 1930 Anti gua Nortimerd First NYRBA f£light.
No special cachet.

7 Yar 1930 Antigua SteLucia,Trinidad First Soublward NYRBA

R ’ and S. America flight.

No special’ Cachets,

20 Aug 19zl Antigua ' Porto Rico and  First Dornier DO=X flight
K : Mismi..

Special cachets= 0 x ;5 mm, in black, applied by PAA, YFrom Antigﬁa/bo~x/3peoia1

"Flight DOX/?an American A rways/booperating as Special Agents!.

I have. no information on KIM, BWIA or obther flights involving Antigue, Can any -
member help?

NOTES
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BAHAMAS:~  Commencing in January 1919, “the Bahames have been well served by the
various air lines.

Date ~ From . To Notes

30 Jen 19lg . Nassau - Miemi ' Flight from Nassau
C : oo ' by 2 U.S. Seaplanes,
600 lgtters and cards
carriode.
Special Cachet:- (1) in 2 lines in black "By Air Serv1ce/Nassau - Miami", or
(ii) in 2z lines in red "First Trlp/keroplane/ﬁassau to Miami",

8 Nov 196 t © Nassau Wi ami ~ One of several special
- R : : Co ' ‘ flights between 1919
) and 129,

Special Cacheti:=~ in 2 llnes in black "Nassau/klr Maillt

16 Oct 1928 A»-f Nassau" © Miami Survey Flight by PAA.
Special Cachets~ in two lines, in red, "lst Flight Bahanas/bffioialiAir Post!,

2 Jan 1lgpg : Miami C Nassau . First PAA Flight.

Special Cacheti= lLarge: clrcular oachet “in violetys MFirst Fllght/hlr Mall/ tw1n-
engine monoplane/internatlonal F.AM. 7.M1am1 = Nassaut, This is far less common
than the return flight covers.

2 Jan 19pg Nassau Miami Return Flight.
Special Cachet:=~ 2 lines, in red, "By PFirst Air Mail/To Miami, Flan,

2 Jan 1930 | = " Nassau Co- S Miami and thence by FAM g5 %o
most W.I. Islands by
gservice which commenced

in Sepa 1929

Special Cachets= 3 lines in red, WFirst Deily Fllght/wassau to Mlam1/193CW The
other cachets seen on these covers are those applled by Dr.»Hess.

16 Jan 19,6 Nassau Interisland ,

S : D Service - C Bahamas Alrways.
No special cachets. '
19 Apr 19,8 Nassau s oy Miami First Flight by B.S.A.A.
No special cachet.
2 Apr 1950 Nassau Kingston,Jamaica First Flight by BW.A.I.
No special cachet.
7 Nov 1950 Nassau New York First Flight by

Stratocruiser directe.
- No Special cachet.




BAHAMAS -~ continued

I Aug 195l Nassau Kingston,Jamaica

? Special Cachet?

3 Nov 1955 Ship San Salvador Is.
Speciél Cachet:= o2 lines in violet, "Operation/beep Froeie 1M.
15 Mar i956 Nassau Grand Turk |

? Special Cachet.

21 Feb 1957 Na.ssau - New York

First Flight by Bahamas
Alrways,

Helicopter flight from
Geophysical U.S, "Edistol,

First Flight by Bahames
Alrwaysa.

First Flight by PAA
direct to New York.

Special Cachet:-~ in 5 lines, in black, "Statue of Liberty/@irst Flight/Nassaq/
New York/Beach Scent/Pan American/Wbrldrs Most Experienced Airline".

11 Apr 1961 London fv Na.ssau
No special cachet,

11 Apf 1961 ' " Nassau Lima ,Peru
No special cachet,

13 Apr 1961 Lire ,Peru  Nassau

First Flight BOAC
Jat~Prop.

First BOAC "0, -

Return BAAC Flight

Special Cecheti:= ' ;0 x 20 mm in blue, "BQAC/Vuelo Insugural/Lime~Londres",

5 May 1962 Miemi Nassau

First Flight Cunard=-
Eagle Alrways,

'Speciél cachet s= 25 x 55 mm, in violet, "Cunard Bagle Airmys/Miemi/Nassau/Jet

Tail/First Jet Air-Serviger.

I. have little or no infommation about the inauguration or ocachets of the Bahamas

Airwey Flightse Can any member help?

NOTES
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BARBADOS:= Barbados, lying 100 miles %o the Eést of the route between St. Kitts and
Trinidad, which both Pan American Airways and the N.Y.R.B.A. Airways proposed to use,
was not included in the service opened by P.A.A. in Septembsr 1gpg. There was an
~unofficial flight from Bartados to Trinidad in April 1929, bhut no covers are known
to exist, :

N.Y.R.B.A. arranged, in April 1920, for a plane to fly from Trinidad to Barbados, (see
below), and collect mail for St. Lucia, Antigua and St. Thomas, U.S.V.I. Following
.this in August 1950, when N. Y R.B.&A" was absorbed by the Pan-American Airways, mail
from Barbedos was sent by sea to St Lucla or Trlnldad ~and flown thence by P.A.A.

The next air service from Barbados was the experlmental fllght of h.L M., more than §
years later, 1n October 1938.

Date From To Notes -
8 Apr 1920~ Barbados St.Lucia First Flight By
‘ o Antigua _ N.Y.R.B.A.
Miami~ -

Spe cial cachet:~ None. These covers are not common. Covers for points further north
were off-loaded at St, Thomas and flown onward by P.A.A.

18 Oct 1938. o Barbados = = Trinidad Experlmental Fllght
; ’ C e . by Ko L. M. :

Special Cachets= £0 x 20 mm, in purple, "First Flight by K.L.M./Royal Dutch Air
Lines/ﬁarbados - Trinidad - Curacaof.

I}, Feb 1939 _ Curacao ‘ - Barbados » Pirst regular fllght
B e ey : Lo by K.LiMu

No special cachet.

6 Feb 1939 " ‘Barbédos - - Trinidad and Curacao’ First Return Flight.
No Special Cachet, o | | : o
‘h_Sep 1929 Barbados Paramariﬁ&?l. . é&ignéiOn to Par;maribo

by Ke Ln Me

Special Cachet:= Applied on arrival in Paramarlbo, 0 mm oircular, in violet,
"Curaoao/?lane over map/?aramarlbo/V1ucht/'v1ce - Versa/k L., /5 September 19391,

All K. L. Me services were suspended in mid 19&0 owing ‘to the wars.

27 Nov 19,0 Barbados | Trinidad First B.W.I.A. Flight.

No special cachet,

22 Yerch 193 Barbados (Grenada. )

25 March 19);3 (Antigue,St.Kitts ) Extension of B.W.I.A.
March 19);3 (St.Lucia ) service

16 May 19,3 (SteVincent )

Special Cachet:~ one line,’in violet, MBritish West Indian Airways'.




16 Dec 1ol

No special cachet.
1 Nov 1g}5

No special cachet
3 Pec 1olig

No special cachet
‘17 My 1950

No special cachet,

10 Qct 1955

No special oachet,

1 Jan 1956

No special cathet

% Jan 1956

No special cachet.

1 Mar 1956

Special Cachets= (Marﬁinique)

Barbados Jamaica
Barbados British Buiana
Barbados Trinidad

(See Bermuda -~ 1 May 19&8

Barbados Guadeloups
. Barbados New York,London
Barbados Bermuda and

Bahamas
(See also Bermuda - p Jan 1956)

Barbados New York
Barbados Martinique
Martinique Barbados

6 x
Mertinique/Barbade/jet in fngmg/uL Vars 1gl5ie

13 YMay 1957
Special Cacheti-

Airways/First &4 ¥ail Flight/F A N

Uy Yey 1957

Special ocacheti-

(PAA) in

New York Barbados

Last extension of BWIA
service

BWIA Extension tp
British Guiana,

First T.C.A. Flight.

B.W.I.A. First Flight.
First B.0.A.C. Flight.

First Viscount Flight.

Viscount service = =~ ..
extonded to New York.

First Flight by Air
France.

;5 mm, in black Milsre Liason/ksrianpe Frencaise/

First Flight P.A.A.

x A0 mm in red, "Skysczaper,New York/?an American World

Bgybados New York

5/Barbados scene/Barbados,B.W.I.",

Return PAA Flight

lines in black, "Barbados First Flight NeW'York/Barbados

scene/,Barbados = New York/ New York skyline/?an American/Morlds most Experienced

Airline".
29' Oct 1958 -
Special cachet:=

%0 Oct l9§8
No special cachet.

18 Nov 19 a3

No special cachet - I have no information about this flight.

10 June 196l

Barbados Trinidad
Barbados Bermuda. ,London
Barbados Dominicsa

New York Barbados

Connection with
Brittania Jet-Prop Flight,
London -~ Caracas.(BOAC).

Return First Flight,
First’ Flight by L.I.A.T.

First B.W,I.A. Boeing
Flight

Special Cacheti= . in green, "Boeing 707/B.W.I.A./The Airline of the Caribbean/Winged
* Lion/First Jet Airmail/from New York/to Barbados.
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BERMUDAs~  Until the Viscount flights of 1956 and the Jet Flights from 1958, the
main air line connections have bsen with the United States, Canada and Burops,
rather than with the West Indies,

Date a From ST ey To , . Notes

21 Feb lgog New York Bermuda First Flight by\Airship
"Los Angeles!, No
return mail,

Special Cachets= 32 mm C.D.S. style in red, MAir Mail Service/Feb/20/1gp5/New York!.

22 Apr 1g25 . New Yorlk Bermuda '~ By "Airship Los
‘ e el , Angeles’, Mail landed
successfully, via
. _ mooring ship USS Patoki.
‘Special cachet:- seme as above, but dated Apr 15, 1925 to Apr 21 1gp5.

23 Apr 1op5 | Bermuda New York . Return Flight,.

Special Cachets= (i) 2 line, in black, "Bermuda First/ﬁvefseas Airmaill,
(ii) 3 lines, in black, MAir Mail/Service/Bermudar,
The second type cachet is the less common. ' '

16 June 1937 - Bermude. New York First Imperial Airways
' Flighte =
Special cachet:~ 3 lines in red, "Barmuda - U.S. Service/R.M.A. "Céﬁalier"/?irst Flight",

17 Nov 1937 Bermuda ' Baltimore -~ Imperial Airwayse. Change
‘ - _ . of base for winter.

No special cachet.

14 Var 1938 ° Baltimore ‘ Bermuda .- First P.AJA. Flight

mp of Bermuda/%éltimore - BermudaM. : B . e
o . (see also Jamica) ‘

Special Cachet:i- £ x 55 mm; in fiagentd, "United Spates/Air Mail/First Flight FAM 17/
17 ¥ar 1938 Bermuda Baltimore First PAA Return Flight.
Special Cachet:= 2 iines; in black, "Bermuda Clippef/?an_Amériéén,Ai}ﬁays Company".

9 Juns 1939 Bermuda New York First Connebtion with
' : : FAN 18.

'SpeoiaIHCéchet:~ 2 lines, in purple, MFirst A3l Air Mail/from Bermude to England'.

14 Nov 1939 - Bermude o Azofes,Portugal Pirst Direct eastward
flight via Azores,

... No special.cachet.

Boston *Previously used as bade
weather halts for re-
fuelling stops.

23 Mar lgﬁj ‘Bermuda ‘Washington - First regular service

No speciai qa@hg%;



BERMUDA « conbtinued

Date ' From Too Notes
1 Aug 197 Bermuda Washingbon First Flight Colonial
) New York Airlines

Special Cacheti= h5 x mm in violet, "White Houes:iNashih on/Statue of Liberty.
New York/Map of Bermuda;%olonial Airlines/Inaugural Flight August 1st 1 7.

1 May 19&8 Bermuda Montreal, First T.C.A. Flight
_ Toronto
Special Cachets~ %2 x 73 mm, in violet or red, "Maple Leaf/Toronto/Montreal/Map of
Bermuda/Trans-Cana Air Lines/inaugural Flight/may lst lgiﬁ?'
12 Mar 1g5p Bermuda Newfoundland By B.0.A.C. Strato-
London crulser.

No special cachets This flight originated in Jemaica and finished in London.

o Jan 1956 ' Bermuda - Barbados First Viscount Flight.

No special cachet (See Barbadoé 3 Jan 1956).

28 Oct 1958 | , Bermuda " Barbados First Britannia Jet=prop
flight.

No special cachet. Inaugursl flight London - Bermuda ~ Barbados = Trinidad =
Caracas (Venezuela),

29 Oct 1958 " Bermuda . London Return Britamnia Flight,*
No special cachet.

8 Jan 1960 Bermuda Bogota (Columbia) Extension of above flight.
No special ocaochet.

5 May 1962 Miami Bermuda First Cunard Eagle
g Airways Flight

Special Cachet s~ § lines, in magenta, MFirst Jet Alr Mail Service/@unard Eagle
Airw ays/Bahamas Ltd ~ Bermuda Limited/Cunard Eagle Jet/Miami,Florida to/Hamilton
Bermudal’» ' '

Notes,
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BRITISH GUIANA:~ British Guiana, being situated strategically in the northeast
corner of the South American continent, saw the early development in the
West Indian Aerophilately.

Date - . From To  Totes.
28 Mar lgp7. Georget own - Trinidad Special experimental
o : L . flight by PAA seaplane.

R
No special cachet.

23 Sep 1929 o "+ Georgetown Paramaribo First inaugural flight

Dutch Guiana by PAA originating in
Miami .

Special cachet:-~ 30 x 22 ‘mm 1h.purp1e, "Brltlsh Gulana/%y/hlr Mﬁll"
. (See Antlgua and other W.I.Islands) - - .

25 Sep 1929 - “ % Paramarido - . Georgetown -~ First return PAA

. fllght .
Special cachet:= Circulay 'z} mm in violet, "Eerste Luchtpostversendlng/?aram.bo/

. New York/é5.9.30, Wlth central figube.

25 Sep 1929 Georgetown Trinidad,St.Lucia, First return PAA Flight.
Antlgua and northward,
(Cachet as Georgetown 23 Sep lopg above).

25 Dec 1929 _’f- - Georgetown Port of Spain Flight by Colonel
- o o - o ’ Lindberg.,
? Special Cachet, K ) Lo
gy Feb 1930 ° Georgetown . Port of Spain First Flight of
' St. Lucia and™ N.Y.R.B,A. Line from
No special cachet. northward Buenos Aires.
27 Feb 1930 " UDomimica . Georget own First N.Y.R.B.A. flight
‘ S southward. .
7 Var 1930 N Haiti,St.lucia  Georgetown First N.¥.R.B.A. flight
o Antigue ,Port of Spain southward.
No special cachet® 'gxcept for Haiti. '
12 Mér’1950 .”:ilftf_*j Georgetown ., .. . . , . Southward to Continuation of first

ETAA .A Wi . o T BuenOS Ailfes 4 o NQY'RuB.Aal fligh’t“
No special cachet. ' R B s L

2 Apr 1930 Georgetowmn o British Honduras
- .yia Caracas, Venezuela.,
No infomation on this flight. Can any member help?

2l Nov 1930 Georgetown Southward to First P.A.A. extension
: Rio. southward.

No special cachet.

5 Dsc 1930 Georgetown Jamaica Flight by FAM 5 to Miami
and thence by inaugural
No special cachet. flight to Jamaica on

December 10, 1930




BRITISH GUIANA {Continuod)

Date From - To Notes

1g Dec 1930  Georgetown Jamaice Direct flight.

Special cacheti= Double lined, ué x 26, "G.P.O./ﬁritish Guiana/?irst Plight!,

31 Dec. 1920 Georgetown French Guiana First extension %o
. French Guians

Cachet as 19 December, above.

8 Jan 1931 French Guiana Georgetown First Flight.

Special cachet:-, in blaock,2 lines, "Premier Service par avion/buyéne Franceise le
8 Janvier 19311/

§ February 1931 Georgetown W Coast of S America First flight connect-

: and Central America  Ing British Guiana with
Special cachet:~ As 19 December aboce. Honduras, Nicaragua,

Paru and Chili.

11 Nov, 1931 Georgetown Brazil and First extension by PAA
' Argentine on F.AM. 4.

Special cachefi= 5O x 36 mm in violet, "British/@uianau down sides, "First Air Mail/

Extension/ ovembser 11, 1951/from/beorgetown". :

8 Dec 1921 Georgetown . Nuevitas, Substitution of stops

San Pedro. for Havana and Santo
No special cachet. . . Domingo,
29 Jan 1923 Georgetown Paraguay First extension %o

- includs Paraguay.
Special Cachet:~ As 19 November 1930.

This does not agree with the information given in the American Air Mail Catalogueof
1950, which dates the first Paraguay flight as July 1937.

29 Jan 1925 Georgetown Martinique First PAA connection.

Speoial cachet:~ As Nov 19, 1950. .
First Flights by Air France are known.as early as 1971, but the authorities ‘in™ =
Mexrtinique did not take adventage of the Americen facilities until 1935.

> Deo 1937 Georget own © London No details known.

. No special cachet.

'Though Air France inaugurated the farst South Atlantic Westbound service in January
1956, the fhrst Eastbound flight was unsuccessful and mail was forwarded by sea.
Pan American did not use the S. Atlantic route to any extent wntil December 'lg)1,
though the inaugural flight was in May 1939. The arrival postmark of December g,
1927, indicates that this cover was flown. Can any membgr_help?

& Sept 19hé | Trinidad .~ - Georgetown ~ First BJW.I.A. Flight,
7 Special Cachet. ‘ » : o o :
1 Nov 1gly ' Georgetown Barbados First Flight by B.W.I.A.

No special cachet .
23 Mar 196 Georgetown Europse First Flignt by B.S.A.A.




BRITISH HONDURAS:= Though on the>Centra1 American mainland, and not. in the chain of
Leeward and Winsward West Indian Islands, British Honduras was participating in the
farst flights on F.A.M. 5, some four months before the M"Island Route” was opened.

Date --From To Notes
21 May 1929 © Miami - .. . Belige First acceptance over
] ' FAM 5,

No special cachet.
22 May 1929 Belize Miami First return mail.

Special Cachet:~- Owal, in violet, [;3 x 28 mm with central diemond "Belize/?irst
Fllght/M1am1 - Panamaﬂ.

2% May 1929 Belize . Cristobal, via “Firstlaboéptance
Tela and Managuas over F.A.M. 5,
No special cachet.
29 Oct 1gpg Belize Cozumel (Mexico)  Covers extremely rare.

No special cachet.

1 Jan 1930 * - - San Selvador :. . Belize ' First acceptance,
No special cachet. : :

23 Jan 1930 Belize © Sen Salvador ~ First Flight.
No special cachet. : -

11 Mar 1930 - ~- Costa Rica Belize First Flight
No special cachet. '

17 M 1930 Belize ”Guatenalet City First Flight.
No special cachet.
These last four, in January ,nd March 1950, ers very UNCOMMon o

2 Mar 1921 Cube Belize First Acceptance.

? Special cachet,
5 Dec 1931 Belize Payo Obispo (Mex) First Flight over FAM 5.
. Puerto Barrios”™ = Few covers ex1st. '
No special cachet. : (Guatemala ) '
17 Aug 1937 Belizs - El1 Cayo First we:kly air maiR
El Cayo Belize service by T.A.C.A.

(Transportes Aersos Centr(

: : Americanos). ~
Special cachets= In blue, x A8 m, "Flrst/internal Airmail Servnce/bayo - Bellze/
(Bellze-Cayo/i7 August 1937 Flrst Fllght Covertt,

1g Mar 1939 Punte Gorda  Belize , ‘ "First Fllght

Special cachet¥= In blue, x 63 mm, "British Honduras/internal Airmail Serv1ce/

Punta. Gorde = Bellze/i5th March 1959/F1rst Flight Covert.

1, October 1950 . Tempa Belize, via Inaugural flight of
: Cayman Islands short lived service.

(See Cayman Islands).
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CAYMAN ISIANDS:= The Cayman Islands have had an unforbtunate history in Air Mail
Flights, end it is only in the last 9 or 10 years that they have enjoyed anythlng
like a regular air.mail service. .

In July 1925, arranganents Nere made with the Postmaster in Jamaica for mail. from

the Cayman Islands to be carried by air from Jamsica omward and the firss: con51gnment
left @eorgetown, Grand Cayman on July 50. with a special cachet, reading ”Flrst Air
Mail - via Jamaical!, However, the service was not popular bscause of the high air mail
pos tage, and the service was short-lived. o

During the War years there was one, flight to Miami, by a Douglas seaplane, carryling

5&6 letters.

In October 1g|j77, & further flight was made from Tampa, Fla., to Jamaica, via the
Cayman Islands and return the same day. There was no official mail from Tampa to
Cayman Islands and only § covers were carried on the return flight. -~ See Jammica.

There werse several other aﬁtémpts to inaugurate a regular service, some ending in
disaster, gnd it was not until mid-1g953 that BW.I.A. starbted a regular weekly service.
Since then a regular service has been started between Grand Caymen and Miami,.

Date From To Notes.

30 July 1935 Grand Cayman Kingston By sea to Jamaica.
Special cachet:~ in violet in 2 lines, "First Air Mail/%ia Jamaical,

1o Fed 19,0 Grand Cayman -~ Miami ' Private flight acknow-

leged by postmaster
? Special cachet, '

20 Oct 197 Grand Cayman Jamaica . Flight did not take
Cayman Brac place, and mail was for-
(See Jamaiowm ) warded by sea.
5 June 19h8 Grand Cayman Kingston Name on cachet is in
Cayman Brac error and should read
Caribbean International
Airlines

Special Cachet:- in violet, 47 x u5 mnm "Flrst Fllght/Trom/Grand Cayman,B.W.I /%o/
Kingston,Jamaima/bayman Islands Airways,Ltd.!

10 April 1953 Grand Cayman = — ==—ee——-- Plane sank. Cachet
at Kingston, Jamaica
states "Found open and
officially repaired at
G.P.0.,Kingston,Jamaioca !

1953 Grand Cayman Havane No details.,

Since February 1951 there have been regular services by
B.W.I.A., Nicaragua Airways, Costa Rican Airways and Cayman Brac Airways, but I have
no details of the first flights.

Notes,

o amans.
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DOMINICA:= I can find only one First Flight recorded for Dominice and that was on
February 27, 1930, when the N.Y¥Y.R.B.A. collected mail from Roseau,. on ﬁhair first-
Southbound flight to Castries, Port of Spain, a nd Georgetown, British Guiana. Pan’
Amprican Airways does not seem to have served Dominica direct, though there is an
airport at Plymouth. I would appreciate information on any flights by B.W.I.A. or other
linese ' : o ) S :

Date From . To - t Notes

27 Feb 1950 .' Dominica : .- .-8%.Lucia,Trinidad  See notes above
and British Guiana

Notes

GRENADA:= I can also find only one recorded First Flight for Grenade and that was

on 20 July 1930, also by N.Y.R.B.A., from Trinidad to Gremsda and return. The

flying boat MPorto Ricol was used for the flight., 1 August 1930 N.Y.R.B.A. was absor=
bed by Pan American Airways and as far as I can ascertain, the weekly fllghts

were discontinued. Are there any later fllghts by BJW.I.,A., etc?

Dats From To ‘ ~ Notes
20.duly 1930 Trinidad Grenada See notes above.

Grenada : Trinidad

Notess

e 07
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JANAICA:-~ Jamaica has been well served by the various air lines, though not
commencing in September 1929 as some of the other Wost Indian Islands.

Date . From i To Notes,

2 Dec 1930 Miami ' Kingston o First Flight by PAA.
: - Covers are less common
than the return flight
of December 10th.

Sp601al o8chet i (n) in black, gl = Lo m, “Seaplane/Air Meil/F A M Route 5/ Miami
Cienfuegos Klngston/ilghthouse”

_ (11) in purple, 55 x hg mm, "First Fllght/inauguratlng/hlr Mall
Serﬂﬁpe/%o Jamaicall, ;

3 Dec 1930 . . Canal Zone Kingston , Northward flight by PAA
o Less common than £light
. ‘. ' of December 10th.’
Special Cachetsgs= (i in 11ght green, 57 X u5 mm, "Air Mall/becember 10th/First Fllght/
Plans flying over palnw/@anal Zone to Jamaicall,
(ii) =as (ii) above.

" 10 Dsc i9zdw Xingston Cienfuegos Flight by Caribbean Air-

(Cuba.) ways, praceding PAA by
a few hours, Postmarked
Santiago de Cuba =~ Do c.
10 = 1:20 pems = Cuba

‘Special cachets» Circular A0 mm in black, MAir Mall/Flrst Fllght/ﬁamaloa7%o7

Miami U.S.A.",
The first PAA.flight did not leave Kingston until the afternoon of December lOth ‘and
could not possibly have reached Samtiago de Cuba by 1: 50 Pollo

10 Deo.l9§O o Kingston Miemi and most First P.A.A;Flight.
W.Il.Islands

‘ Spec1al cachet~u as above.

The abbreviated year date "30" on the Klngston postmark.is frequently found inverted,
I have seen it only with ”BB" and not with "oBI, , .

10 Dec 1gz0 . - Kingston Canal Zone direct. First PAA Flight from

i : Kingston.
Special cachet:~ Similar to above, but "Miami U.S.A." deletsd and "Canal Zone" -
superimposed,

2 May 1931 ‘Kingston - Barranquilla P.A.AFlight by F.AJM.s.

(Columbia )
No special cachet.

29'Ju£é'1951 Salvedor : Kingston PAA Flight by F.A.M. gl

Special cachet;~ in purpls, 55 x 25 mm, "Primer Correo Aereo/@l Salvador a/Uamalca/
/pan Salvador Col M

15 July ~931 B Montreal Jemed ce, " Flight not completed.

-Speoial cachet:= in red of Titernational Airmail Society and "Plane forced down/

at West Palm Beaoh,Fla,,U.S.A.", Trans-Canada airline did not commence flights to West
Indies wntil 19,8, : S
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JAVAICA:= (continued) |
Date - From :~TO‘."‘ R Notes

8 Aug 1932 . Kingston Haiti,Dominican First flight FAM 4.
Republlc Porto Rico

Special Cachet:~ in purple, |8 x ||5 mm, "Alr Mall/?lrst Fllght/bamaloa/ﬁaltl - Domini-

cana - Porto Rlco/kugust 8 1932.1

5 May 1938 Kingston Lakshurst - Special Hindenburg
Germany Flight,

Speclal cachets=-Shield shaped in violet, "Lakehurst/Trans-Atlantlc/Flrst Hlndenburg

Fllght/ﬁaps 1936/Frankfurt-amrMa1n" S L .

14 March 1958 Connectlon w1th first Bermuda - Baltlmore flight by P.A.A.
See Bermuda.,
1 Junef1959 - Kingstbﬁ | New York and First P.A.A, Flight via
R Buropes New York and "Southern

: ' ’ -Route® to Europe.
Special Cachet-- Oval, 1h blue, 55 x 38 mm,. "First Transatlantlc/llr Mall/ Jamaica
to Europe/ﬁune 1, 1939".

14 August 19&5 o Kingston Miami First K.L.M. Flight,
No speclal cachet. ' ‘

19 Aug 193 E Kingston Curacao First K.L.M. Flight,.
"~ No special cachetb.

18 Doo 19y K:Lngs'hon " Bort of Spain First BuW.I.4. Flight.

Special Cachet, in violet, "FLrst Fllght/becember 18, lghh/klngston - Port of Spaln/
Brltlsh Wbst Indlan Alrways/itd "

5 Sept 19&6 Kingston London First B.S.A.A. Flight
via Bermuda and Azores.
Special Cacheti= in violet, ;7 x |5 mm, "Alr Mall/?lrst Fllght/3amalca/iondon Tia

Bermuda,/Sept . 5s l9h5/V1a "Speedman' "
(Ses Bermuda)

20 Oct 19)7 Kiﬁgstoh A Capman Brac First Flight by Cayman
T , Wil : Grand Cayman . 3“Islgnd§~Airways.

No special cachet. Only £ covers known, three addressed to Cayman Brac and three
" to Grand Cayman, Covers are postmarked Kingston, Detober p0th ahd Cayman Brac or George=
town, Grand Cayman on the same: daye There was no return flight.

(See Cayman Islands.)

2 Feb. 19,8 Kingston ? Ne.ssau, and Miami First B.S.A.A. Flight,
No special cachet '
% June 19u8 | Kingston :HCaymaniBféc'ﬁ o Fifét Flight by .
‘ Grand Cayman Caribbean Internatiomal
‘No special cachet = (see Cayman Islands,.) ) - Airlines, _
1 Aug lghB e -Kingston g -Caraces,Venszuela Fi;st F1ights by CSAL.
- Houston,Texas o

Prlvate cachet of Colorado and Southern Air Lines, Ince
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1 Apr 1lgji9 Kingston Miami First Flight British
' : ‘ Caribbean Airways.
Special cacheti~ in vioclet, x gu_mm, "First Fllght/ﬁrltlsh Caribbean Airways, Ltd./

Kingston,Ja -~ Miemi, Fla/kprll 1, 1qlig"s
1 Apr 1950 Kingston Niemi e First B.W.I.A.Flight.

Special Cachet:~ Oval in blue, 50 x 71 mm "First Flight/kingston - Miami/
British West Indian/Airways/Apmil 1lst, 1g50."

2 Apr 1950 Kingston Nassau- First BW.I.A. Flight.

Special cachebi= in blue, x u5 mm, "British West Indian/kirways/kingston - Nassau/
First Flight/April pnd, 19500 .

g Apr 1950 ' Kingston London Direct flight by BOAC.

Special cachet:= in blue, X 36 mm YBritish Overseas Alrways/borporatlon/Klngston -

London/First Flight/April 8th, 1950."

12 Mar lgsp Kingston Bermuda, .U.A.C.Stfatoorﬁiser.
: , NewfoumdiandeLondon

No special cachet. (See Bermuda )

11 Nov 1955 Kingston Trinidad Pirst Viscount Flight,

No specianl cachet.
17 Feb log2 Quito Equador Kingston Avienca jet First Flight,

Special cachet:= in red, |5 x 50 mm, "Vuelo Inaugural en Aviones Jet/Qulto-Bogota/
New York/bet in fllght/ﬁnero 17 1962" Kingston was a stop overs Only 1O covers
are thought to exist,

Notes.




MONTSERRAT ;= The only recorded flight from Montserrat has an interesting history.

In June 1930, errangements were made-by N.Y.R.B.A. for a special flight to be made
from Antigua to Montserrat and returns The mail prepared at Plymouth, Montserrat,
was postmarked and cacheted, but, at the last minute, a telegram was received from
Antigua- cancelling the flight on account of rough weather. In February 1931, some
8 months later, H.M.S5. "Dorsetshire! called at Plymouth on a visit, ‘and when she
sailed, left behind her seaplans to follow.on to Basseterre, St. Kitts. The flight
was made on Februery 23rd, 19zl. The dates on cover sent by this flight suggest
that some addresssed %o othsr West Indian Islands may have been sent from St. Kitts

by sea.

Date - | From o To- >’31;3&' - - Notés

20 Jun¢,1950 Montserrat St. Kitts See Above.
Specialcachet:~ in vialet, MS x 15 mm "First Air Mall/Nontserrat.

Arrival dates on covers postmarked Montserrat 20 June 1950°

St. Kitts 2% Peb 1g31.
coAntiguwa o 0 oo 5 Mar 1951.
Ste Lucia 26 Feb 1931.
Dominica [} Mar 19z1.
~..Trinidad- - , 28 Feb 19zl.
British Guiana 5 Mar 193l.
‘Notes.
ST. KITTS:= . Thers is only one recorded flight
' Date From  To o Notes
22 Sep 1929 St. Kitts points north First extension of
St Kittse points south FAM £

Special Cachet:~ in two lines, in black, "Air Mail/First Flight.n

Notes.




STe LUCIA:= B8%t,. Lucia; as with Antigua and Trinidad and Tobago, was included in the
inaugural flights by P. A. A. when their F.AM. § service to Porto Rico was extended
to the Dutoh West Indies in September 1929. o o

Date : . From . To Notes.
2 Sep 1929 R Mia,mi . et»c.o . Castries First PQA.A' Fli ght °
‘ Castries ‘ ( Port of Spain " - -

British Guiana
( Dutch Guiana

Speaiéi Cachets= Circular date stamp style = in black = 25 mm, "Castries/ist/kir Vi 1/
St, Luoia.! -

Sep 26 1929 Castries ' Nortlward to First reburn P.A.A.
Antigua,Porto flight. -

Special Cachet:- as above Rico,Miami, etc,

5 0ot 1gpg Castries Soutlward This is the second flight.

Special cachet:= Nonee. For the first time the'spacial cachet inscribed "Castries/
1st/ Alr Mail/’st.Lucia", is seen with the lst removed, and reading "Castries/kir
Mail/st.Luoia." This altered cachet is found on St. Lucia air mail until the early

1950!s.

25 Feb 1930 Castries Northward to First N.Y.R.B.A. flight.
No special cachet. - Miami, etce
7 Mar 1930 Antigua Castries First Soutlwards flight
Castries Southward to by N.Y.R.B.A,
No special cachet. Argentine
11 Nov 1930 Castries Cayenmne ,French First extension south %o
Guiana French #uiana by PAA.

No special cachetb.

8 Jan 1931 Cayenne Castries First Northward flighb.

Special cachet:= In two lines in bleck, "Premier Sefvice Par Awion/@uyane Francaise,
le § Janvier 1gzl."

" 23 Mar 193 Castries Port=-of~Spain . ? Experimental flight
by BW.I.A. First regular
No special cacheb. flight, see below,.
18 Dec 1gly, Castries , Port~of-Spain Flight originated in
' Jamaica.

No special cachebt, Has any membser any further details of this flight?

Notess=
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ST. VINCENT:~ Apartfrom the flight in July 1gz2, I have no record of any flights bo
or from St. Vincemt. .

.In July.lgggg(ggth), a special flight was made from Port-of-Spain to St., Vincent and

on to Barbados in a small plans,.the. "Humming Bird", by Mr. Michael Cipriani, a solicitor
of Port=of-Spaine One mail bag of 0 lotters was made up for St. Vincent and another
for Barbados, (See Trinidad). Another mail of 100 letters was picked up in St,

Vincent end flowvn to Barbados on the following day, (July 30th). o

" Date "7 Prom o T T Notsss-
29. Jply 19z o Trinidad . SteVincemt Ses notes above.
30 July 1932 Ste Vinbent =~ Barbados . See Notes abovs,

. No special cachets,

S -~ . . .. Notes., .~ T
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO;-

Trinidad and Tobago have been well served by the major air

lines since the first mail=-carrying flight by Pan American Airways in September
1929. There are records of flights preparatory to mail=carrying in 1920, 1921

and 19p);, but there is no evidence of mail,
September 1929

téte' From
20 Sep 1gzg M amd

even souvenir, being flown, prior to

To Notes

First Southward flight
by P.A.A,

Trinidad

Special cachet:= In mauvs, 80 x 57 mm, "First Fllght/éeaplane and Barque/San Juan -

Paramaribo.!
Juan, Porto Rico or at Miami, Fla.

22 Sep 1929 _ Trinidad
No special cachet.
25 Sep 1929~ Trinidad
No special cachetb.
1g Feb 1920 Argentina

This cachet, irrespective of destination, was applied sither at San.

Continuation of South-
ward first PAA Flight,.

British Guiana
Dutch Guiana

First Nafthward P.AA,

Special cachet:= - In magenta, 1,0 x ;0 mm, "Argentina -~ Estados Unldos/NYRBA plane flying

over bulldlng/?rlmsr Correo Aereo de le/l

2y Feb 1930 Trinidad

'Spec1al Cachet~- None, but special sticker,

mail from/Trlnldad via NYRBA line.”

7 Yar 1930 Haltl,Almlgua,
275,80 W Lucia

Special cachet:= For Ha1t1 cr¢ya

7 Mar 1930 Trinidad

Spedtal cachet:- Sticker as above.

Trinidad

8 Apr 1920

No special caohete

to the West Indian Islands are scarce.
8 May 1920 Trinidad
No special cachet, but NYRBA Sticker."

17 May 1959 Tobago

Nb special cachet, but NYBRA gticker.

This was a speolal flight by NYRBA with seaplans "Cuball,
(See also Barbados, etc).

St e.lucia ,Anbigua,

Virgin Is., and Flight.

NOI‘“tl’IWB.I‘d. . :

Trinidad Pirst Northward flight,
by N.Y.R.B.A.

TUN

St «Lucia,Antigua, First Flight NERBA

VirginI8, and” Northward.

Northward .

in red on white, hg X 15 mm, YFirst air

First Southward flight
by N.Y.R.B.A.

Trinidad_

British Guiana, As Above.

and Soes Americe..

Inter-Island flight
by N.Y.R«B.A.

Barbados

Covers

Tobago Inter-Island flight
by NJY.R.B.A.
Trinidad First return flight

by N.Y.B.R.A.



TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO:= (Continued).
Date - " From - - . To ©. #-lf . Notes

20 July 1930 - o Trinidad . .. Gremada ‘- First Inter-Islend

Flight N.YeR.B.4. . .
No special cachet. This was the last inaugural flight by N.Y.R.B.A. before the West
Indies contract was lost to P.A.A. in August 1930,

11 Nov 1930 ° e Trinidad ~ Para,Brazil = P.A.A. Extension.

No special cachst. ’ ‘ ’

2h Nov 1930 o - " Trinidad _ Santbs,Braziiv - P.AA. Extension.. .
No sp901a1 cachet. S A gy

2 Jan 1931 s Trinidad : Jamaica : Vis Miami . @ -
< No special cachet. Calo
8 Jan 1951 Cayenne,French Trinidad Flrst Fllght from
- : R . Guiang:. i Cayeanne. .
Spe01al cachets= in 2 llnes, 1n black, ‘WPromier Service par Avmon/éﬁyace Francalse la

8 Jenvier 1gzl.M

g dJan 1931" Trinidad Venezuela =~ = First Flight by

Co French Company.
Special Cachet:-, in purple; 70 x h5 mi, "Gompagnle General/ke§opostale/Trlnldad -
Venezuela/klrmall/Tlrst Fllght/éth Januery - 1951 1 Lo

10 Feb 1931 ' Trlnldad Maturin,Venezuela - "Completing the Lindbergt
and Central America Circle, See below.

Special cachet'- in purple, ;8 = 6 mm; "First Fllght/Port-of-Spaln - Maturln/

Air Mail Routes FAM & and 5/hAA Symmol/bompletlng the. Llndbergh Clrele/Maturln,

Venezuela .’

The "Lindbergh Circle" was in effect the joining of FAM 5 and § Wlth the "Clrcle"

starting at Mismi; following the West Indian Islands to.Trinidad, thence along the

North coast of Vensezuela %o Central America, and thence to Cuba and Miami., Trinidad

wa.s the junction of the two routes. Cachet frequently applied irrespective. of destination.

1p Feh 1931 Canal Zone ' Trinidad . Return Flight
Special Cachet:~ In purple, x 65 mm, "Completing the Llndbergh Clrcle/%urroundlng
a map of the area/banal Zone/to Trlnldad/Teb 12=19z1n, Do 3

2 Mer 1921 - R Cuba - Trinidad o FPirst Camagusy. stopover,
No speclal cachet.'

19 Aug 1931 . Trinidsd " Antigua,Porto " Dornier DO=X flight.
' Rico, etc,
Special cachet:~ in purple, 63 x hB mm, "DO~X/Special Flight/Pan Ameriocan Airways/
Co~operating Special/Agents/Trinidad to UsS.A. 4
(See aldo Antigua)

27 Oet 19zl - Trimded " Argentine First through P.A.A.
B ~ flight.,
No sp ecial cachet, R
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO:= (Continued).

Date L From To Notes
l, Dec 1931 Nuevitas Trimdad First use of Nuevitos
(Cuba) as stop~over.

Special cachet:~ in blue, £3 x 75 mm "Republica de Cuba/gecretario de Oommunicabidnes/
Primer Vuelo/@orreo Aereo/Seaplané flying over Caribbean/Nuevitas}Canaguay/induas
Occidentales/Ameri ca ~ del Sur/bic,u,l95l;ﬂ R

8.Dec 1951 Trinidad . Pedro de Macoria, Change of stop~over
. _ Dome Repoblic.
Nonspecial cachet.

o8 July 1932 | Trinidad : St .Vincent . Special flight vie St.
‘ ‘ Barbados Vincent by M. Cipriani.

No special cachet, (See St. Vincent).

20 Mar 1935 . Trinidad Martinique First call by P.A.A.
Nospecial cacheb ' C :

o6 Apr 1935 Guadelupe Trinidad First Call of P.A.A.
No special Cachet. :

19 Cut 1938 Trinided Barbados Trial flight by K.L.M.

Special cachet:~ in violet, 75 x 25 mm, "First Alrmail Flight/Trinidad~Bwﬁbados/By
- K.LcMe Royal Dutch Airlines." This was an experimental flight.

%.Feb'1939 ‘Trinidad Barbados Firsv regular flight

0 special ocachet., by K.L.M. :

1y Sopts 1939 - Trinidad Paramaribo K.L.M. Service extended.

No special cachet. Dutch Guiana

15 Deo 1939 Trinidad Venezuela Extension by K.L.M.

No special cachet,

7 Dec l9bl - Trinidad Bathurst(Gambia) First South Trans=
Lagos (Nigeria) Atlantic flight by
Leopoldville, P.AJA. (see Below).

(Congo) S

Special cachets:~ Official, in violet, 5h.x 21 mm "First Flight/Trinidad - Bathurst/
Lagos - Leopoldville.! - : y

P.p.ho Cachetss~ all in violet, £3 x |;8 mm, (Bathurst, 63 x 58 mm (Lagos ),

63 x 52 mm (Lsopoldville) and all with First Flight Air Mail, map of flight, and
suitable figures.

This route(FAM o), was inaugurated the day before the outbresk of World War II

between the U.S.A, and Japan, It originated in Miami on December Ath and thence %o

Porto Rico, Trinided Brazil and across the Atlantic to Gambia,Nigeria and the Congo. It
was also used as a plane ferry service and for war supplies to the Middle Bast,



T RINIDAD AND TOBAGO:=~ (Continued). S

Dete From To : - Notes
13 Dec 1q)) Trinidad British Guiah& First B.W.I.A. Flight.
~ No special cachet.
18 July 19l6 Trinidad New York - First direct flight
. by P. A. A,

Speclal cacheps=~ in v1olet, 50 x p2 mm, "First Fllght/?an AmerlcanAAlrways/Trlnldad -
New York/ Direct,"

§ 4pr 1950 Trinided Miemi o First B.W.I.A. Flight.

Special cachet:= in violet, in five lines, PBritish West Indian AirWays/Tirst Flight/
Trinidad, B. V. I./’Mlaml, U.S.A, / April 6, 1950."

'8 July 1950 Trinidad New York First Flight Strato-
cruiser Flight ,non-stop.

Speciael Cachet:~ in Dblue, 75 x 38 mm "First Fllght/?ort-of-Spaln - New York/
Pan American Alrways/ﬁl Presidente. The flight originated in South America.

.. 15 Dec 1955 _ Trinidad Jamaica and First Viscount flight
No special cachet. e

41 Jan 1956 A - Trinidad Barbados and First B.W.I.A.Viscount
DR : Bermuda flight.
No special cachet--\ o S
28 Oct 1958 v Trinidad Barbados and First Britamnnia Jet-
. Bermuda . ' Prop flight.

No special cachete. The flight originated in Caracas, Venezuela and finished in London.

8 Jan 1950 o Trinidad Bogota ,Cohumbia Britannia flight extended
‘ to Columbia.
No special cachst . -

1 May 1960 Trinidad London First B.W.I.A. Flight viae
Barbados and New York,
Special Cachet:= in red, hg x 28 mm, scalloped edge, "B. W. I. .A. /ilnks the Caribbean.

10 June 1961 ' Né York Trinidad and First B.W.I.A. Boeing
' Barbados 707 Flight.
Speolal cachet-~ in green, "Boelng Og/EWIA/The airline of the Oarlbbean/W1nged
lion/First Jet Meil/ from New York/to TrinidadW : .
11 June 194l . Trinidad . ._;. ‘New York - K Return BWIA Boelng 707
T . ' S S 'Fllght

No special cachet, but special envelope.

Notese -




TURKS AND CAICOS ISIANDS:=-
Date From To Notes
15 Mar 1956 Grand Turk Ne.ssau 7 Viscount Flignt.

Special cachet:= in £ lines in violet, "First Fllght/ﬁabamas Airways Ltd/Turk Island/
to/Nassau,lN, P.,Bahamas/March 15, 1g56e"

This is the only flight of which I have any record. Does any member have any further
details of this and any other flightg?

Notes.

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS:~=

I have not heard or seen of any first flights originating in the British Virgin
Islandss Doubtless, they have been associated with the First Flights to and from

the Us 85.V. I., but I know of none franked with British Virgin Islend stamps. Does any
member have any information.



AIR MAILS of the WEST INDIES,
Supplement Number 1l.

The following list of additions and corrections to the Brochure published in
January 19¢;, by the Study Group, brings it nearer completion.

Information is still lacking on some of the Bahamas Alirways flights, some of the B.W.Il.A.
flights and also of the Cayman Islands and first Leeward Islands Air Transport flights
originating in Anbtigua and St. Kitts area, Any further help would be most appreciated.

I would like to thank the following members for their help in the wvarious addiuicns

and correctionst Mr. Eddis Adelson, Nre. Everard Aguilar, Dr., Jack Arnsil, Mrs

Moreton Black, Mr. Dennis Cartwright, Mr. Reg Lant, Mr. Paul larsen, Mre. Clins wvon
Pphle, Mr, Gale Raymond and Mr. Ed Weinberg. I have also had considerabie halp firon
Mr. Herold Box and Mre. Rene Leotaud of the Trinidad Philatelic Sooleby. Also from F, J.
Field, Ltd, ) :

As with the brochure, the msasursments of the cachets, where preseni, are given as -
widbh by heights The oolour of some of the cachets is diffioult Lo doscribs, and ccme,
which I have given as "black! may wellbe a dark or possibly 'oxidized" purple,

O*Q*Q* Q% O* Q% QK Ok Ok 0%k Ok Ok Q% QO
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ANTIGUA =
Date From To Notes
25 Feb 1930 Antigua Porto Rico First NYRBA flight

Special Cachet =~ Im two lines, in black, MAir Mail/%ia Nyrbaline?

1 July 1931 Selvador C.A. Antlgua First P« A. A. flight.
Special Cachet = In red 55 x 25 mm "Primer Correo Aereo/ﬁl Salvador a/hntlgua BWI,
19 Julio de lggl/éan Salvador C.A." (See also British Guiana end Trinidad). Antigua
cover backstamped 12 July 193l.

BAHAMAS =~

Feb 1gpg Nassau . Miemi & Northward .- Sea and Air,

During this period both Bahamanian and U. S.: stamps were affixed %o letters. Correspond- -
ence traveled by sea to Miami and was thence flown by air.

15 Apr 1929 Ste Paul, Minn Nassau . . , Experimental flight.

No special cachet. I would appreciate further 1nformat10n on thls fllght, arriving
Nessau 22 April 1929.

2 Jan 1g30 Miemi - Nessau First P. A..A. Flight,

Some of these covers are also inscribed WSikorsky Amphibisy NC g775" aend 31gned by the
pilot, Mr, C, A, Buhre )

% Dec 1920 Nassau Jamaica P. A. A. Flight
See Jame.ice flight of Dece 2, 1930
29 June 1951 Salvador, Cile Na.ssau Pirst Pe. A. A. connectiona

Special cachet = X gh_mm, in blue, "Primer Correo Aemeo/ﬁl Salvador &/ Islas
Bahamas/ég de Junio de l931/3an Salvador C.A.Y

Mare ig;h - Mar 1937 Na.ssau . Miami and Northwards Sea and Air.
Special cachet = In two lines, "By Air Mail/in United States only.! See Feb, 159 above,
1g,01s War time R.A.F. Airmails.

TeR.Ds inscribed "R.A.F. Station No. 111/bffioia1 Mail/Nassau, Bahamas', Thess are very
raree

1dpp . Nassau Europe Inscribed "North Atlantio
Ferry Service".
19y, = 15 Nassau Europe "Bomber MailM" Insoribed

et top,"RAF Overseas',

2 Apr 1950 .Kingston Nassau Cachet also in violet.



BABAMAS = continued
Date From =~ .~ To . ' Notes

21 Feb logg7y New York Nassau First flight by P.A.A.
direct to Nassau

Special Cachet = In five lines in green (city), in red (airfield) NFirst Air Mail Flight/

New York/Globe amd Wing/Nessau/F.A.M. 5/Pan American World Airways!.

11 Dec, 1959 New York Ne.ssau First P.A.A. jet service,
No special cachet, .

Z0 Jens 1960 ) : " New York Nassau First BOAC Comet n service.

Special Cachets = United Nations. (a) §o x 3% in green~blue, "First Flight/BOAC Comet )/
NEW YORK/ BAHAMASYH/ (b) in three Iines”in green , "BOAS/First Jet Service/ New York/ -
Nassaulla United States as (a) above, but in purple, ' '

28 Jar 1961 West End,(Bahamas)  Miami Bahamas Airways First Flight.

Speciel Cachet - None, bub printed envélope inscribed, in blue, "Bahemas Alrweys/
Nessau Bahamas", and in ;5 x |77 box, "First Flight Cover/Grand Bahsama/to/The United
Stateg/March 25» lgél/%arried by/Bahamas/kirways”. Covers also are seen without the
Bahamas Airweys insignia and address at tops :

11 Apr 1961 o . New York .~ . Nassau Firat BOAC"707'.
' Lima Peru :
Special cachets = in red, or blue.(U.S.),in pale green, (H.N.) UBOAC/Uatliner ‘
Servic;/ﬁap showing route to New York =~ Bahamas = Lima and jet plane in fIight/First/ ‘
N

Flight/New York/%o Lima/Peru/April 11 1g61M, ‘
5 My 1962 (8) Miami Nassau Outward flight
(b) Nassay Mbami _ Return flight by Cunard

Eagle Airways, o
Special Cachet = (a) 57 * 57 mm. in blaok, "Cunard Bagle Airways/ﬁet Plane tail/Miami,
vertically at-left, Nassau, vertically at right/?irst Jot Air Service. (b) 5L X 37 mile, -
in pale green, with two Cunard Jet Engines, "Nassau, Bahamas/%o/Miami,Florida/First
th/ﬂail Service!. L . L ’ o :

"BARBADOS =

Date ™ ’ : ~.From To : Nopes
3 Dec lgl§" Barbados - - Canada . .First T.C.A..Flight..

No special cachet,

16 Dec- 19

§5 Barbeados Porto Rigco - - First BWIA Vicount flight.;
No special cachet. ‘ .

12 May 1957 = Under "Special Cachst,'amend toiread Uin,green-(bity),'in red (airfield).

BERMUDA ~
Date - : ~  From - To . Notes
2h.Sept‘1939 ~ . Portugal © . Bermuda .- First, westward direct Flight,

Azores . -
continued.
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BERMUDA =

Special Cachet =~ Shield shaped, 50 x {;, in blue=-green, "Primeiro Voo/TranSGAtlantlco/
plane/ﬁorta -Bermuda/boastal scenery/ﬁorta Faial ,Acores. Hamilton was designated as a ’
stop~over in late September 1939 in addition to or instead of Horta, Azores.

Date From To Notes

10 Nov 1955 Bermuda London First BWIA Flight,
No special cachets

14 June 1957 20thidniversary Cachet, inscribed "20th Annlversary/bf th//
First Passenger Ellghts/%etween/ﬁermuda and/The United States/i957 - 1957/36ap1ane Im=
perial Alrways/h 0.4.C /Uune 14th 1937/C llpper/?an American Alrways/ ? datem, size ‘
33 % 55 mms On the only copy of this anniversary cachet shown me, the date of the P.A.A.
light 1s missing. Presumably this should be 17th March 1938e It is nobt known if this
cachet waes applied to air mail in Hemilton on either of these dates in 1957 or 19580

19 Sept 1958 Bermuda Montreal First Cunard Bagle Flighte
19 Mar 1959 Bermuda Baltimore - First Cunard Eagle Flight,
Special Cachet = 80 x 65 mmne, in red, mFirst Flight/Bermuda = Baltlmore/march 19, 1959/
Eagle Alrways/guper Viscount!, ‘

19 Dec 1g5g New York : Bermuda ' Pirst PAA jet service.

No special cachet+ No authorized return flight covers,
5 May 1962 Bermuda Miami Pirst Cunard Bagle jet
Flight.
Special cachet = In five lines, in violet. "Cunard 'Bagle Airways@unard Eagle Airways
Bermuda ,Limited Bahamas Limited

Eag}e . ;/%irst Jet Mail Service/hamilton,Bermuda to Miami,Florida"
Insignia

'BRITISH GUIANA -
25 Dec 1629 Georgetown Trinidad Flight by Cols Lindberghs

No special cachets Note:- A well infommed Trinidad collector states that this flight does
not exists Can any member give me any definite information. It is listed in F. J. Field®Ps
pamphlet, )

1g Feb 1930 South America Georgetown First Northward flight
: by Ne Y. Ro B. A.

Special cachets ~ Various from Argentina and Brazil, These covers axe compardtively
rare, Backstamped Georgetown 2J; Feb 1930,

1l July 1931 Salvador,Cede . - Georget own First PAA connsection.

Special cachet = ¢} x 2}, pye in red, "Primer Correp Aereo/El Salvador a/ Guayana Inglesa/
19 de Julio de lg;l/éan Salvador,Cer" Backstamped Georgetown 15 July 131

BRITISH HONDURAS -

20 Nov, 14,0 Belize New Orleans Short-ocut Survey Flight by
American Export Airlines.

No special cachet, but typewritten inscription "First Flight Cover, Belize, British

Honduras to New Orleans. Ameriocan Export Airlines Gulf of Mexico short cut route.
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GRENADA ~
Dato From To Notes
16 Jan 143 Grerada J Trinidad First BJW,I.A, Flight.

Special Cachet?- I have no definite information about this flight. See Trinidad flight
.0of the same date. :

JAMAICA =

Dec. 3, 1930 - Central America Kingston First Flight P.ALA,

Canal Zone
Special cachet = ||§ x gjxmm;_in purple YAir Mail First Flight/map of Caribbean with
plane flying-over route/December 2 1950/banal Zone to Miami/%ia‘Jamaica and Cienfuegos,
Cubatts, This is in addition to the cachet listed on the same date, Mail from several
Cehtral American countries wgs also sent by this flight, with various cachets,

2 Mar 1931 -~ Cuba Kingston First Flight.

Special Cachet. - 86»xug5 mm., in dark blue, YRepublica de Cuba/kdmon Correos = Habana/
Serwiceo Aereo Interna ibnal/?rimer Vuelo'.

29 June 1921 Salvador Kingston First PAA Connection
Note ~ The cachet is also found in blue.

3 = Feb 1q;1 "~ New York  Nassau,Kingston Survey flight by American
& Canal Zone Export Alirlines Inc. ‘

This was a special survey flight undertaken in February 19&1. The flight origineted in
New York on February 3rd, covers are backstamped Nassau Feb. 3, Kingston Feb.u_and
Cristobal Febo, 5o There was no special cachet, only 3 covers are said %o exist.

16 Avg 19,3 Curacao, D.W,I.  Kingston K.L.M.Flight,

Special cachet - 55 mm. circle in purple "Eerste Officeal Viuch/Map of West Indies/
First Official Flight" and a six sided shéeld, u5 x 2u_mmo "Curacao - UGS.A.//Willemstad -
Arubs. = Haiti/Jemmica - Cubae/Miami, Florida? X.L,M.Shield.

-1 Aug lgbB Kingston Carscas, Venezuela and Houston Texas

Note the first southward flight was made on July 3zl and the Northward flight Aug. lst,
The name of the airline should read '"Chicago and Southern Airlines Inc.!" and not
"Colorado and Southern Airlines, Ind.!"

26 Apr 1953 Bogota, Columbia Montego Bay First Flight by Avianca.,

Special cachet = In four lines in violet, "Primer Vuelo regular de/hAvianca"/bolumbia.
- Montego Bay/Abril 26 de 1952%,

5 June 195}, Havana, Cuba Kingston First Flight by Cuban

_ air line.
Special cachet = Oval, A0 x 38 mme, in black, "Republica de Cuba/borreos/?rimer Vuelo/
Habana - Kingston/ Junio 5, 19 Compana Cubana/de Aviacion S.A.!

11 Dec 1959 New York Montego Bay Pirst PAA Jet Flight.
No special cachet = the service was discontinued after 10 days and resumed in April 1960.
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30 Jan 1940 New York Montego Bay First BOAC Comet Flight.

Special tachet- Us N. Indignia and 5'lines‘in green, "BOAC/ First Jet Service/New
York =~ Montego Bay."

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO *

Date From To Notes.,
21 Sep. 1929 ‘Haiti Porto Rioo, . First P.A.A. Flight
’ Trinidad

Special oacheb -5u_ double line circle, in dark blue, WPremier Voll (Haitia.) Cachet
as' for pOth applied at Porto Rico s C :

)y Sep 1930 ' - Trinidad’ Cuidad Bolivar, Experimental flight, Campagnie
. Venszuela. General Asropostale
No special cachet. ' '

Jan 1921 ' ' Caracas Trinidad Reverse "Lindbérgh Circle"
No special cachets Venezusela : Flight '
1 July 1931 “Salvador,C.4. © Trinidad First P.A.A.Connection.

Special cachet - 55 x 25 mm, in red, "Primer Correo Aereo/El Salvador a/Trinidad/lg de
Julio de lggl/éah Salvador C.A." Backstamped Port=-of-Spain, July gth.

25 Nov 1¢/,0 Trinidad ° © Tobagp First BWIA Flight
No special cachet.

27 Nov 1d,0° " Trinidad © Barbados First BWIA Flight =
No special cachet. K : c :

16 Jan 13 - Trinidad Grenada First BWIA Flight
No special cachet,

1), Dec 1), ' Trinided © Kingston - First BWIA Flight.
Special cachet = 52 x 21 mme in violet "Pirst Flight/@WI AirwayS/Trinidad = Jamaiocalt,

-TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS

29 Jhne‘lgué o South CgiCOS z ~ Kingston Survey flight by BWIA
No special cachet. Only three covers are kuown to exist. - : |

VIRGIN ISLANDS -

Mr. Gele Raymond advises me -that there are to'be inaugural first flights to and from
Virgin Gorda. Enquiries locally in the Virgin Islands have not produced any information,
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