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A I R  M A I L S  of  t he W E S T  I N D I E S  

By.  Dr.  John M. Lockie.

Tho a ir  m i l s  of the West Indies form an in te r e s tin g  ad d itio n  to  any c o lle c t io n  
o f th e ir  postage stamps and postmarks. F ir s t  F lig h t covers are n o t, g e n e ra lly , 
c o s t ly ,  though'- th ere are some of which th ere are only a few in  e x is te n c e •

Some F irs t  F lig h t Covers date from January I9 I9 , (see Barbados)+ but the m ajority  
date from September I929 or e a r ly  lo^O, when Pan American Airways and th e New York 
Rio and Buenos A ires A ir l in e ,  (N .Y .R .B .A .) s ta rte d  regu lar northward and southward 
bound a ir  m i l  serv ice s  throughout th e Caribbean. What was then an h is t o r ic  event i s  
now a oommonplace everyday even t.

The e a r l ie r  f l ig h t s  are based on F.A.M, routes 9, 5 10 , and the NYRBA lik e ., and
the la te r  ones on F.A.M. I7 , IQ, 22 an(* $3 *

Bermuda has been included in  the check l i s t ,  fo r  though not s t r i c t l y  in  the West 
In d ie s, e ith e r  geo g rap h ica lly  or a d m in is tra tiv e ly , i t  i s  c e r ta in ly  included in  most 
West Indian collections®

I have inoluded a l l  f i r s t  f l i g h t s  o f which I have r e l ia b le  in form ation . There are 
doubtless errors and omissions and I wwuld very  much ap p reciate  hearing from any 
members w ith  co rrectio n s and ad d ition s to  the l i s t .

I ’ am indebted to  th e American A irm ail Catalogue (I95O e d it io n ) , re c e n tly  re p rin ted , 
th e pamphlets of Francis J® F ie ld , Ltd®, o f Sutton C o ld fie ld , W arwickshire, England, 
and in  p a r t, to  the Cayman Islan ds handbook by A g u ila r  and Sanders.
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AN TIGUAs- The f i r s t  f l i g h t s  to  and from A n tigua commenced in  September I929, by 
Pan Am erican A irw ays, fo llo w ed  in  February and March I93O by th e  N .Y .R .B .A . l i n e • 
Nowadays A ntigua i s  served  by f l i g h t s  o f  most o f th e  b ig  a ir l in e s #

Pate - From. To Notes

20  Sep I929 Miami A n tigua F ir s t  PAA F lig h t
southward®

S p e c ia l C a ch e ts- 80  x  37 mm, in  mauve, ’’F ir s t  F lig h t/ S e a p la n e  and B arque/
San Juan -  Param aribo” • The cach et was a p p lie d  in  San Juan, P o rto  R ico and
o fte n  ir re s p e c tiv e o f the destination#

22 Sep I929 Antigua W «J.Islands S 1wards Continuation of 
except Barbados f l i g h t  above

N o-special cachet

26  SeP I929 Antigua

Speoial Cachets- 3 lin e s  in  b la ck , ’’F ir s t  
The cachet and covers are uncommon.

W #I.Islands N’ward F ir s t  retu rn  f l i g h t • 
and U„S«A.
A ir  M ail/Antigua to  U.S.A./Septem ber I9291

25 Feb I93O Antigua Northward ' F ir s t  NYRBA f l i g h t .

No sp e c ia l cach et. • ’ ’

7  Mar I93O Antigua St© Lucia,Trinidad F ir s t  Southward NYRBA 
and S # Ameri oa f l i g h t .

No sp e c ia l Cachet#

20 Aug I93I Antigua Porto Rico and F ir s t  Dornier DO-X f l i g h t
Mi.ami,.

S p ecia l cach et?- 90 x [jR mm* in  b la ck , applied  by PAA, ’’From Antigba/DO-x/Speoia 1 
F lig h t DQX/Pan American Airways/Cooperating as S p ec ia l Agents*’ .

I have, no inform ation on KLM, BWIA or other f l i g h t s  in vo lv in g  A ntigua, Can any 
member help?

NOTES
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BAH AM ASCom m encing in  January I9 I9 ,"th e  Bahamas have been w e ll  served by the 
variou s a i r  l in e s .

Date From To Notes

30 Jan I9I9

S p eo ia l C achet:-

Nassau • Miami F lig h t from Nassau
by 2 U .S. Seaplanes• 
600 le t t e r s  and cards
carried®

( i)  in  2 lin e s  in  b la c k  ” By A ir  Service/N assau -  Miami” , or
( i i ) in  3 lin e s  in  red ” F ir s t  Trip/Aeroplane/Nassau to  Miami” .

8 Nov 1c£>£ Nassau Miami One o f se v e ra l sp e o ia l 
/ f lig h ts  between I9I9 
and 1929®

S p ecia l C ach et:- in  2 lin e s  in  b la ck  ” Nassau/Air Mai1 . ”

16  Oct 1928 Nassau Miami Survey F lig h t by PAA.

S p ecia l C a c h e t i n  two l i n e s , in  red , ” l s t  F lig h t Bahairas/ O f f ic ia l  A ir  P ost” »

2  Jan I929 Miami Nassau F ir s t  PAA F lig h t *

S p ecia l C ach et:- Large1 c ir c u la r  cach et; 
engine m onoplane/lnternational F.A.M. 7 
than th e retu rn  f l i g h t  co v e rs•

, in  v io le t^  F ir s t 1 F lig h t/ A ir  ’M ail/  tw in-' 
.Miami -  Nassau” ® This i s  fa r  le s s  common

2 Jan I929 Nassau Miami Return F lig h t .

S p e c ia l C a ch e t:-  2 l i n e s ,  in  red , ”By F ir s t  A ir  Mail/Co Miami, F la” .

2 Jan I93O Nassau ■ ~ Miami and thence by FAM 3 to  
most W .I. Islan ds by 
se rv ic e  which commenced 
in  Sep. 1929-?,

Speoial C ach et:-  3 lin e s  in  red , ” F ir s t  D aily  Flight/N assau t o  Miami/1930” • The 
other cachets seen oh th ese covers are those ap p lied  by Dr® Hess®

16 Jan 1 ^ 6

No sp e c ia l c a c h e ts .

Nassau In te ris la n d  
Servioe • * Bahamas Airways®

I9 Apr lc|[|8 Nassau* Miami F ir s t  F lig h t by B .S .A .A

No s p e c ia l ca c h e t•

2  Apr I95O Nassau K ingston, Jamaica F ir s t  F lig h t by B.W.A.I,

No s p e c ia l cach et, 

7  Nov I93O 

No S p e c ia l cach et.

Nassau New York F ir s t  F lig h t by 
S tra to c ru ise r  d ir e c t .
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BAHAMAS -  contin ued

}± Aug I99I Nassau

7 S p e c ia l C a ch e t.

9 Nov I999 Ship

S p e c ia l C a c h e tj-  2  in  v i o l e t ,

I9  Mar I956 Nassau

7 S p e c ia l Cachets,

K in gst on,Jam aica

San S a lv ad o r I s • 

^O peration/beep F reeze 1 ” • 

Grand Turk

F ir s t  F lig h t  by Bahamas 
A irw a y s.

H e lic o p te r  f l i g h t  from 
G eop h ysical U*S. ” Edi s to ” ,

F ir s t  F lig h t  by Bahamas 
A irw a ys,

21 Feb I997 Nassau - New York F ir s t  F lig h t  by PAA
d ir e c t  to  New Y ork,

S p e c ia l C ach ets- in  9 l i n e s ,  in  b la c k , ” S ta tu e  o f  L i b e rty / F i r  s t  F lig h t/ N a ssa u /
New York/feeach Scen^/Tan Am erican/zTorldfs Most E xperienced  A i r l i n e ” ,

11  Apr I96I London ' Nassau

No sp e c ia l c a c h e t.

F ir s t  F lig h t  BCAC 
J a t-P ro p .

11 Apr I96I Nassau Lim a,Peru F ir s t  BQAC ” 707*'. ~

No s p e c ia l  c a c h e t ,

l*y Apr 19^1 Lim a,Peru Nassau R eturn BQAC F lig h t

S p e c ia l C a c h e t [ j . 0  x  £0 urn in  b lu e , ”BQAC/Vuelo Inaugural/Lim a-Londres” ,

9 May I962 Miami Nassau F ir s t  F lig h t  Cunard-
E agle A irw a y s ,

•S p ecia l cach et 1-  99 x  99 mm, in  v i o l e t ,  ” Cunard E agle  A irw ays/kiam i/N assau /jet
T a i l/ F ir s t  Jet A i r -S e r v ic e ” .

I- have l i t t l e  or no in fo rm atio n  about th e  in a u g u ra tio n  or ca ch e ts  o f  the Bahamas 
Airw ay F l i g h t s • Can any monber help?

NOTES



BARBADOS;- Barbados, ly in g  100 m iles t o  the East of the route between S t . K it ts  and 
T rin id ad , which both Pan American Airways and the N .Y.R .B.A. Airways proposed to  u se , 
m s  not included in  the se rv ice  opened by P.A.A. in  September 1929* There m s  an 
u n o ff ic ia l  f l i g h t  from Barbados to Trinidad in  A p r il I929, hut no covers are known 
to  exist®

N .Y.R .B.A. arranged, in  A p ril I93O, fo r  a plane to  f l y  from Trinidad to  Barbados, (see 
below ), and c o l le c t  m ail fo r. S t . L u cia , Antigua and S t • Thomas, U .S .V .I . Follow ing 
th is ,  in  August I93O, when N.Y.R.B.A-. m s  absorbed by the Pan'American A irw ays, m ail 
from Barbados m s  sent by sea to  S t .  Lucia or T rin id ad , and flown thence by P .A .A .

**  '• - . S H  -  . ’ •

The next a i r  se rv ic e  from Barbados m s  the experim ental f l i g h t  o f K .L .M ., more than Q
years l a t e r , in  October 1938*

Date From To Notes- "*•

8  Apr 1930 Barbados S t.L u cia F ir s t  F lig h t By
Antigua N.Y.R.B .A.
St ’Thomas
Miami""

Spe c i a l  c a c h e t:-  None. These covers are not common. Covers' fo r  points fu rth e r  north  
were o ff-lo ad e d  a t S t, Thomas and flown onward by P .A .A .

18 Oci? I938. Barbados Trinidad Experim ental F lig h t
-  by K. L. M. ••

S p eo ia l C achets- £0 x  20  mm, in  p u rp le, ” F ir s t  F lig h t by K.L.M./feoya’l  Dutch A ir  
Lines/Barbados -  Trin idad -  Curacao” •

]i Feb I939 . Curacao Barbados F ir s t  re gu la r f l i g h t
' : ■ • • - - , ? >• by K.L;M;V

No s p e c ia l ca ch et• ' 1 *

£ Feb I 9 3 9  ' ' 'Barbados - Trinidad and CuracAo-'-'- F ir s t  Return F l ig h t •

No Special Cachet.

[j_ Sep I939 Barbados Paramaribo'.' Extension to  Paramaribo
by K• L . M.

S p e c ia l  C a ch e ts- A p p lied  on a r r i v a l  in  Param aribo, [|0 mm o ir c u la r ,  in  v i o l e t ,  
” Curaoao/fclane over m ap/Param aribo/Vlucht/  v ic e  -  v e rsa /K . L . M .S e p t e m b e r  I939” .
A l l  K. L. M. services were suspended in mid I9I4O owing to the m r .
27 Nov I9I4O Barbados , Trin idad F ir s t  B .W .I.A . F lig h t .

No s p e c ia l ca ch e t•

Barbados (Grenada )
(A n tig u a ,S t.K itts  ) Extension o f B .W .I.A . 
(S t.L u cia  ) se rv ice
(S t.V in cen t )

S p ecia l Cachets- one l in e ,  in  v i o l e t ,  ^ B ritish  West Indian Airw ays” •

22  March I9I43 
25 March 19/4.3 
20 March 19/43 
16 May 19 .̂3
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No s p e c ia l  c a c h e t.

Barbados Jamaica L ast e x te n sio n  o f BWIA 
s e r v ic e

1 Nov I9I1.5 

No s p e c ia l cach et

Barbados B ritish  Buiana BWIA E xten sion  to  
B r i t i s h  G uiana,

3 Dec 19^9 
No s p e c ia l cach et

Barbados

(See Bermuda -  1

T rin id a d

May I9I4.8

F ir s t  T.CoA. F l ig h t ,

l y  May I93O Barbados Guadeloupe B.W.I.A, F ir s t  F l i g h t •
No s p e c ia l  c a c h e t.

10 Oct I933 
No s p e c ia l o aoh et.

. Barbados New York,London F ir s t  B.O.A.C, F l i g h t ,

1 Jan I936 Barbados Bermuda and 
Bahamas

F ir s t  V iscou n t F l i g h t ,

No s p e c ia l cahhet (See a ls o  Bermuda■ ~ 2 Ja-n I956)

3 Jan I956 

No s p e c ia l  c a c h e t.

Barbados New York V iscount s e r v ic e  ’ " 
extended t o  New Y ork.

1[|_ Mar I936 Barbados M artin iqu e
M artinique Barbados F ir s t  F lig h t  by A ir  

F rance,
S p ecia l Cachets- (M artinique) 96 x mm, in  b lack '"D b re Liason/Aerienne F ran ca ise/
M artinique/fearbade/jet in  flighu/l[|_ Mars

I3 May I937 New York Barbados F ir s t  F lig h t P .A .A .

S p e c ia l C a ch ets- (PAA) 93 x  60 mm in  re d , "Skysoo?aper,New York/Pan Am erican World 
A irw a y s / F irs t  .<U** M ail F lig h t/ F  A M 3/Barbados scene/fearbados,B,W .IJ»,

1[̂  May I937 Barbados New York R eturn PAA F lig h t

Special cach ets-1 (PAA) in  ji lin e s  in  b la ck , ’'Barbados F ir s t  F lig h t New Yorlc/Barbados 
scene/ Barbados -  New York/ New York skyline/Pan American/Worlds most Experienced 
A ir l in e ” .

29' Oct I998 ' Barbados T rin id a d

S p e c ia l c a c h e ts -  None.

3O Oct I938' Barbados Bermuda,London
No s p e c ia l  c a c h e t. '

18  Nov I938 Barbados Dominica
No s p e c ia l  cach et -  I have no in fo rm atio n  about t h i s  f l i g h t ,

10 June I96I New York Barbados

S p e c ia l C a ch e ts- in  g ree n , "B oeing 7O 7/3,W .I.A./The A ir l in e  
L io n / F irs t  J et A irm ail/ fro m  New Y ork/to B arbados,

Connection w ith  
B r itta n ia  Jet-Prop F lig h t 
London -  C aracas• (BQAC),

Return F ir s t  F lig h t ,  

F ir s t ’ F lig h t by L .I .A .T .

F ir s t  B.W .I.A. Boeing 
7O7 F lig h t

o f the Caribbean/fenged
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BERMUDA.:- U n til the Viscount f l ig h t s  o f 1956 and the Jet F lig h ts  from 1958, the 
main a ir  lin e  connections have been w ith  the United S ta te s , Canada and Europe, 
rath er than w ith  the West Indies®

Date From To , . Notes

21 Feb I925 New York Bermuda F ir s t  F lig h t by A irsh ip
” Los A ngeles” 0 No 
retu rn  mail®

S p ecia l C ach et:- 32 ^  C .D .S. s ty le  in  red , ”A ir  M ail Service/Feb/20/1925/New York” *

22 Apr I92.5 New York Bermuda By ”A irsh ip  Los
■' -. A i ‘ . . . . .  A ngeles” o M ail landed

s u c c e s s fu lly , v ia  
mooring sh ip  USS Pat o k i•

S p ecia l c a c h e t s a m e  as above, but dated Apr I3 , I925 to  Apr 2 l  1925*

25 Apr I925 Bermuda New York Return F lig h t*

S p ecia l C a o h e t ( i ) 2 l i n e ,  in  b la ck , ”Bermuda F irst/O verseas A irm ail” .
( i i )  3 l i n e s ,  in  b la c k , ”A i r . Mai l/Service/feermuda” .

The second type cachet i s  the le s s  common*

l£  June I937 Bermuda New York F ir s t  Im perial Airways
F li  ght *

S p ecia l c a c h e t 3 lin e s  in  red , ” Barmuda -  U.S. Service/fe.M .A. ”C a v a lie r”/ F ir s t  F lig h t” •

I7  Nov I937 Bermuda Baltim ore Im perial Airways* Change
• o f  base fo r  w in ter.

No sp e c ia l cachet* ^

1£ Mar I938 Baltim ore Bermuda . • F ir s t  P .A .A . F lig h t

S p e c ia l Cachet s- 62 x  33 mm*' in  m agenta,«” United, S£ates/A ir M a.il/Fir9t F lig h t FAM 1 7 /  
map o f Bermuda/fealtimore -  Bertauda” • ... .. .

(see a ls o  Jamaica)

I 7  Mar I938 Bermuda Baltim ore F ir s t  PAA Return F ligh t*

S p e c ia l C ach et:- 2 l in e s ,  in  b la ck , ”Blennuda Clipper/fcan. American Airways. Company” *

9 June I939 Bermuda New York F ir s t  Connection w ith
FAM 1 8 *

S p ec ia l ‘C a c h e t 2 l i n e s ,  in  pu rple , ” F ir s t  A l l  A ir  M ail/from Bermuda, to  England” . 

1£ Nov I939 Bermuda A zores, P ortugal

No sp e c ia l.c a c h e t*

“Bermuda23 Mar 19^.7 

No sp ecia l cachet

F ir s t  D irect eastward 
f l i g h t  v ia  A zo res,

■ Washington
Boston

F ir s t  re gu la r se rv ice  
‘ P re v io u sly  used as bad- 
weather h a lts  fo r  re­
fu e ll in g  stops •
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BERMUDA -  continued

Bate From Too Notes

1 Aug 19/4.7 Bermuda W ashington F ir s t  F lig h t  C o lo n ia l
New York A ir l in e s

S p e c ia l  C a c h e t:-  ^  x  ^  mm in  v i o l e t ,  ’’W hite Houe*;:Was$Lhgton/Statue o f  Liberty® 
New York/Map o f Berm uda/Colonial A ir lin e s / ln a u g u r a l F lig h t/A u g u st 1s t  -I9I4//’ «,

1 May 1 ^ 8  Bermuda M o n treal, F ir s t  T,C .A . F lig h t
Toronto

S p e c ia l C a c h e t j i g  x  73 ran, in  v i o l e t  or re d , ’’Maple L ea f/ ro ro n to / W n tre a l/ k a p  o f 
Bermuda/Trana-Canaoa A ir  L in e s/ ln a u g u ra l F lig h t  /May 1s t  l̂ j_j,8,f

12  Mar I992 Bermuda Newfoundland By B .O .A .C . St ra t  0-
London cruiser®

No s p e c ia l cachet® This f l i g h t  o r ig in a te d  in  Jamaica and f in is h e d  in  London.

2 Jan I936 Bermuda Barbados F ir s t  V iscoun t F l ig h t ,

No s p e c ia l  cach et (See Barbados  ̂ Jan I936)*

28 Oct I958 , Bermuda Barbados F ir s t  B r ita n n ia  J et-p ro p
f l i g h t .

No s p e c ia l cachet® Inaugural f l i g h t  London -  Bermuda -  Barbados -  T rin id a d  -
Caracas (Vene z u e la ) • 

29 Oct I958 Bermuda London Return B r ita n n ia  Flight® "

No s p e c ia l  cach ets 

8 Jan I960 Bermuda Bogota (Colum bia) E xten sion  o f above flight®

No s p e c ia l cachet® 

3 May I962 Miami Bermuda F ir s t  Cunard E agle
Airw ays F lig h t

Sp ecial C ach et:- 6 l in e s ,  in  magenta, ’’F ir s t  Jet A ir  M ail Service/Cunard Eagle 
Airw ays/feahamas Ltd -  Bermuda Limited/Cunard Eagle J et/k iam i,F lo rid a  to/Hamilton 
Bermuda*’ .

Notes *
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BRITISH GUIANAs- B r it is h  Guiana, being s itu a te d  s t r a t e g ic a l ly  in  the northeast 
corner o f the South American co n tin en t, saw the e a r ly  development in  the 
West Indian A ero p h ila te ly *

Date From To N otes.

28  Mar I327 Georgetown Trinidad
:i ' ■

No s p e c ia l ca ch et.

S p e c ia l experim ental 
f l i g h t  by PAA seap lan e.

23 s ep I929

S p e c ia l cach et s-

Georgetown Param aribo F ir s t  In au gu ral f l i g h t
Dutch Guiana by PAA o r ig in a t in g  in

Miami.
30 x p? 'mm i k  purple, ^ B ritish  Guiana./^y/Air: Mai 1” e 

(See Antigua and other W .I.Islan d s ) • •-'■ ■ ■

25 Sep 1^29 0 Paramaribo Georgetown F ir s t  return  PAA
f l i g h t •

S p e c ia l cachet 1- C i r c u l a r m m  in  v i o le t ,  f,E erste  Luchtpostversending/fcaram.bo/ 
.New York/25*9*50, w ith  c e n tra l fig u re*

25 s «p  1929 Georgetown T r in id a d ,S t .L u c ia , F ir s t  retu rn  PAA F lig h t,
Antigua and northward®

(Cachet as Georgetown 23 Sep I929 above)®

23 Dec 1929,  ̂ • 7  Georgetown

? S p e c ia l C a ch et. .

Port o f Spain F lig h t by Colonel
. . .  ' L indberg.

pjj Feb I93O Georgetown

No sp e c ia l ca ch et.

Port o f Spain 
S t .  Lucia and" 
northward

F ir s t  F lig h t o f 
N .Y.R.B.A. Line from 
Buenos A ir e s .

27 Feb I33O ' Domiuic'a Georgetown F ir s t  N .Y.R.B .A . f l i g h t  
southward*

7 Mar I33O H a it i ,S t .L u c ia  Georgetown
■ ’ A n tigu a,P ort o f Spain

No s p e c ia l ca ch et'e x cep t fo r  H a it i.

F irs t. N»Y^R.B .A . f l i g h t  
southward.

12 Mar I33O . ' ■ 7 ’ A Georgetown.. .. ... ; ,, Southward to
-c1- Buenos. A ire s

No s p e c ia l cach et. ;-'v ’

Continuation o f f i r s t  
N .Y.R .B.A. f l i g h t .

2 Apr I33O Georgetown B r it is h  Honduras
.....— v ia  C aracas, Venezuela.

No inform ation on t h is  f l i g h t • Can any member help?

p)| Nov I93O Georgetown

No sp e c ia l c a c h e t.

3 Dec I93O Georgetown

No sp e c ia l cach et.

Southward to  F ir s t  P .A .A. exten sion
R io. southward.

Jamaica F lig h t by FAM 3 to  Miami
and thence by inaugural 
f l i g h t  to  Jamaica on 
December 10 , I33O
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BRITISH GUIANA ^Continued)

Date From

I9  Dec I93O Georgetown

S p ecia l c a c h e t:-  Double lin e d , x 2&> 

31 Dec. I93O Georgetown

Cachet as I9 December, above.

8 Jan I93I French Guiana

To Notes

Jamaica D ire c t f l i g h t •

” G ,P ,0 ./ B r i t i s h  G u ian a/F irst F l ig h t ’1 •

French Guiana F ir s t  e x ten sio n  to
French Guiana

Georgetown F ir s t  F l i g h t .

S p e c ia l c a c h e ts - ,  in  
8 J an vier I9 3 I” /

6 February I93I

S p e c ia l c a c h e ts-  As

b la o k ,2  l i n e s ,  ’’Prem ier S e rv ic e  par avion/Guyane F ra n caise  le

Georgetown 

I9 December aboce

W Coast o f S America F ir s t  f l ig h t  connect- 
and C entral America abng B r it is h  Guiana w ith

Honduras, N icaragua, 
Peru and Chili®

11 Noy I9 3 I Georgetown B r a z i l  and F ir s t  e x ten sio n  by PAA
A rg en tin e  on F.A.M.

S p e c ia l c a c h e ts-  30 x  3^ mm in  v i o l e t ,  ’’B r itish / G u ia n a ’J down s id e s ,  ’’F ir s t  A ir  M a il/  
E xten sio n /  November 1 1 , 1931/from /Georgetawn’’ •

8 Dec I93I Georgetown

No s p e c ia l c a c h e t ,

Nue v i t a s , 
San Pedro.

S u b s t itu t io n  o f  stops 
fo r  Havana and Santo 
Domingo.

29 Jan I933 Georgetown Paraguay F ir s t  e x ten sio n  to
•• in c lu d e  P araguay.

S p e c ia l C aohets- As I9 November I93O.
T h is does not agree  w ith  th e  in fo rm a tio n  g iv e n  in  th e  American A ir  M ail C a ta lo g u e o f 
I93O, which d ates th e  f i r s t  Paraguay f l i g h t  as J u ly  1937®

29 Jan I935 Georgetown M artinique F ir s t  PAA co n n e ctio n .

S p e o ia l c a c h e t As Nov I9 , I93O.
F ir s t  F lig h ts  by A ir  France a re  known as e a r ly  as I9 3 I , but the a u t h o r it ie s  'in "  ■ 
M artinique d id  not ta k e  advantage o f  th e  American f a c i l i t i e s  u n t i l  I933.

2 Dec I937 Georgetown London No d e t a i ls  known.

No s p e c ia l cachet®
'Though A ir  France inau gu rated  th e f$ r s t  South A t la n t io  Westbound s e r v ic e  in  January 
193(2, th e  f i r s t  Eastbound f l i g h t  was u n s u c c e ss fu l and m ail was forwarded by sea®
Pan American d id  not use th e  S . A t la n t ic  route t o  any exten t u n t i l  December -^ [( l, 
though th e in au gu ral f l i g h t  was in  May I939, The a r r i v a l  postmark o f Decembhr 9 , 
I937, in d ic a te s  th a t  t h is  co ver was' flown® Can any member help?

6 SeP’t I9I4.5
? S p e c ia l Cachet®

1 Nov I9IP5 
No s p e c ia l cach et

23

T rin id a d

Georgetown

Georgetown

Georgetown

Barbados

Europe

F ir s t  B .W .I.A. F l i g h t •

F ir s t  F lig h t  by B .W .I.A . 

F ir s t  F lig n t  by B .S .A .A .
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BRITISH HONDURASi- Though on the C entral American mainland, and not- in  the chain o f 
Leeward and Winsward West Indian Is la n d s , B r i t is h  Honduras was p a r tic ip a tin g  in  the 
f i r s t  f l i g h t s  on F.A.M. 3, some four months before the ^Island Route” was opened.

Date ••: -From To Notes

2 l May I929 ' Miami ' . B e liz e

No s p e c ia l ca ch et.

F ir s t  acceptance over
F A M  3.

F ir s t  return  m ail.22  May lc£>9 B e liz e  Miami

S p ec ia l C a c j i e t O val, in  v i o l e t ,  [g. x 28 311111 w ith  c e n tra l diamond ”B e liz e / F ir s t  
F ligh t/kiam i -  Panama1/ *

23 I929

No sp e c ia l cach et. 

29 Oct I929 

No s p e c ia l c a c h e t.

I  Jan I33O
No s p e c ia l ca ch e t.

23 Jan I93O 
No sp ecia l ca ch et.

I I  Mar I33O
No sp ec ia l cachet®

B e liz e

B e liz e

C r is to b a l,  v ia  
Tela and Managua.

F i r s t ' acceptance 
over F.A.M. 3®

Cozumel (Mexico) , Covers extrem ely rare,

San Salvador

B e liz e

Costa Rica

B e liz e

B e liz e

San Salvador

B e liz e

I 7  Mar I93O 
No sp e c ia l cach et.
These la s t  fo u r, in  January and March I93O, are ve ry  uncommon*

2 Mar I93I
? S p ecia l ca c h e t•

3 Dec I33I

No s p e c ia l c a c h e t• 

I 7  Aug I937

Cuba

B e liz e

B e liz e

F ir s t  accep tan ce• 

F ir s t  F lig h t .  

F ir s t  F lig h t 

F ir s t  F l ig h t . '

F ir s t  A cceptance.

Payo Obispo (Mex) F ir s t  F lig h t over FAM 3,
Puerto B arrios ’' Few covbrs e x i s t .  
(Guatemala)

B e liz e  E l Cayo F ir s t  w eekly a i r  m ail
El Cayo B e liz e  se rv ic e  by T .A .C .A .

(Transportes Aereos Centre 
Americanos)•

Sp eoial c a c h e t:-  In b lu e , x £Q mm,.,” F ir s t/ ln te r n a l A irm ail Service/Cayo - B e liz e /  
(B elize-C ayo /17  August 1337/T irst F lig h t Cover” .

I3  Mar I333 Punta Gorda B e liz e F ir s t  F lig h t

•Special cach et1*- In b lu e , 70 x £3 mm, ” B r it is h  H onduras/lnternal A irm ail S e rv ic e /  
Punta Gorda -  B e liz e / l3 th  March 1333/F irst F lig h t Cover” .

Ij. October I33O Tampa B e liz e ,  v ia  
Cayman Islan ds 

(See Cayman Is la n d s ).

Inaugural f l i g h t  o f 
short l iv e d  s e r v ic e .
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CAYMAN ISLANDS s- The Cayman Is la n d s have had an u n fo rtu n ate  h is to r y  in  A ir  Mai 1 
P lig h ts ,, and i t  i s  on ly in  th e  la s t  9 or 10 ye a rs  th a t  th e y  have enjoyed anyth in g 
like, a re g u la r  a i r .  m ail s e r v ic e  • ... .

In J u ly  1999, arrangem ents-w ere made w ith  th e  P ostm aster in  Jamaica fo r  m a i l . from 
th e  Cayman Islan d s to  be c a r r ie d  by a i r  from Jamaica onward and the f i r s t ;  consignment 
l e f t  georgetow n, Grand Cayman on J u ly  90, w ith  a s p e c ia l  cachet, read in g **First A ir  
M ail -  v ia  JIamaica*1 * However,, th e  s e r v ic e  was not popular because o f th e  h igh  a i r  m ail 
pos t a g e ,  and the s e r v ic e  was s h o r t - l iv e d .

During th e  War y e a rs  th e re  was one, f l i g h t  to  Miami, by a Douglas se a p la n e , c a rry in g  
3ll6 l e t t e r s .

In O ctober I9I4.7,* a fu r th e r  f l i g h t  was made from Tampa, F l a . , to  Jam aica, v ia  th e  
Cayman Is la n d s and retu rn  the same day* There was no o f f i c i a l  m ail from Tampa to  
Cayman Is la n d s and o n ly £ co vers  were c a r r ie d  on th e  re tu rn  f l i g h t . -  See Jam aica.

There were s e v e r a l other attem pts to  in au gu rate  a re g u la r  s e r v ic e ,  some ending in  
d is a s t e r ,  and i t  was not u n t i l  mid-199^ th a t  B .W .I.A . s ta r te d  a re g u la r  w eekly  s e r v ic e *  
Since th en  a re g u la r  s e r v ic e  has been s ta r te d  between Grand Cayman and Miami•

Date From To N o te s•

90 J u ly  I999 Grand Cayman K in gston By sea to  Jamaica*

S p e c ia l cach et in  v io le t ,  in  2 l i n e s ,  f*F irst A ir  M a il/ v ia  Jamaica*1 •

12 Feb 19^0 

? S p e c ia l ca ch e t.

Grand Cayman Miami P r iv a te  f l i g h t  aoknow- 
le.ged by postm aster

20 Oct 19^7 Grand Cayman 
Cayman Brae

(See Jam aica)

Jamaica F lig h t  did not tak e  
p la c e , and m ail was f o r  
warded by sea*

9 June I9I4B Grand Cayman 
Cayman Brae

K in gston Name pn cach et i s  in  
e r r o r  and should read 
C aribbean I n te r n a tio n a l 
A ir l in e s

S p e c ia l Cachet s- in  v i o l e t ,  £7 x mm **First F l i g h t / f r  om/Grand- Caym an,B*W .I,/t0/ 
K in gsto n , Jamaina/Cayman Is la n d s A irw a ys, Ltd* **

10 A p r i l  I993 Grand Cayman — ------- -— Plane sank* Cachet 
a t  K in gsto n , Jamaica
s ta te s  wFound open and 
o f f i c i a l l y  re p a ire d  a t  
G .P .O . ,K in gston,Jam aioa

I999 Grand Cayman Havana No d e ta i ls *
Since February 199^ th e re  have been re g u la r  s e r v ic e s  by 

B .W .I .A .3 N icaragua A irw a ys, Costa Rican Airw ays and Cayman Brae A irw a ys, but I have 
no d e t a i ls  o f  th e  f i r s t  f l i g h t s *

Notes
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DOMINICA:-  I can fin d  only one F ir s t  F lig h t recorded fo r  Dominica and th a t was on 
February 27# I93O, when the N.Y.R.B .A. c o lle c te d  m ail from Roseau,, on th e ir  f i r s t  ' 
Southbound f l ig h t  to  C a s tr ie s , Port o f Spain, a nd Georgetown, B r it is h  Guiana, Pan' 
American Airways does not seem to  have served Dominica d ir e c t ,  though th ere  i s  an 
a irp o rt a t Plymouth® I would ap p reciate  inform ation on any f l ig h t s  by B .W .I.A . or other 
lin es® "

Date From - To Notes

27 Feb I93O Dominica • •' S t.L u c ia ,T rin id a d  . See notes above
and B r it is h  Guiana

' ' ’ Notes . •

GRENADA!- I can a ls o  fin d  only one recorded F ir s t  F lig h t fo r  Grenada and th a t was 
on 20  Ju ly 1^ 0 , A lso by N .Y .R .B .A ., from Trin idad to  Grenada and return* The 
f ly in g  boat ^Porto R ico11 was used fo r  the flight®  1 August I93O N .Y.R .B.A, was absor­
bed by Pan American Airways and as fa r  as I can a s c e r ta in , the weekly f l i g h t s  
were d iscon tin ued . Are th ere  any la t e r  f l ig h t s  by B .W .I.A ., etc?

Date From To Notes

2 0 .July I93O Trin idad Grenada See notes above•
Grenada T rin id ad

Notes
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JAMAICA: -  Jamaica has been w e ll  served  by th e  v a r io u s  a i r  l i n e s ,  though not 
commencing in  September I929 as some o f th e  oth er West Indian I s la n d s 0

Date From ' To Notes*

2 Dec I93O Miami

S p e c ia l c a c h e t :-  (A;) in  b la c k , Q_\. x h\2 mm, ” S eap lan e/A ir M a il/F A 'M  Poute 9/ Miami 
C ien fuegos K in gston/Lighth ou se” B

. . ( i i )  in  p u rp le , 99 x  )j? mm, ” F ir s t  F’lig h t/ in a u g u ta t in g / A ir  M ail
Sertfcdce/to Jamaica” ®

K in gston  •' - F ir s t  F lig h t  by PAA.
Covers are  le s s  common 
th an  th e re tu rn  f l i g h t  
o f  December 10t h .

9 Dec I33O ■ Canal Zone K in gston  Northward f l i g h t  by PAA
• ■ Less common'than f l i g h t

o f  December 10th  • '
S p e c ia l C a c h e t s ( i ) in  l i g h t  green., 97 x  ^9 mm, ”A ir  Mai l/December 10th / F ir s t  F l ig h t /  
Plane f ly in g  over palms/Canal 'Zone to  Jam aica” •

( i i )  as ( i i )  above.

10 Dec I99O K in gston  C ienfuegos F lig h t  by Caribbean A ir -
(Cuba) w ays, preced in g .PAA by

a few h o u rs„ Postmarked 
S an tiago  de Cuba -  De o • 

.10  -  I s 3D p .m l -  Cuba
S p e c ia l cach et C ir c u la r  £0 mm in  b la c k , ” A ir  M a il/ F irs t  F lig h t/ J a m a fca /t 0/
Miami U.S ,A»” .
The f i r s t  • P A A -flig h t d id  not le a v e  K ingston u n t i l  th e  a fte rn o o n  o f December 10t h  and 
could not p o s s ib ly  have reach ed S an tiago  de Cuba by 1230 p0mP 10 * * 3

10 Dec.. I93O K in gston  Miami and most F ir s t  P .A .A .F lig h t  •
¥ . 1 . Is la n d s

S p e c ia l c a c h e ts -  as ab o ve. .
The a b b re v ia te d  y e a r  date ” 30” on th e  K in gston p o stm ark ,is  fr e q u e n tly  found in v e r te d .
I have seen i t  on ly w ith  ” 3B” and not w ith  n

.10  Dec I93O , - K in gston  Canal Zone d i r e c t 0 F ir s t  PAA F lig h t  from
K in gsto n .

S p e c ia l c a c h e ts -  S im ila r  to  ab o ve, but ”Miami U .S .A .” d e le te d  and ” Canal Zone” 
superim posed.

2 May I9 3 I . K ingston

No s p e c ia l c a c h e t .

29 June I93I Salvador

B a rra n q u ilia  P .A .A .F lig h t  by F.A.M*3®
(Colum bia)

K in gston PAA F lig h t  by F.A.M. 3!.

S p e c ia l c a c h e t :-  in  p u rp le , 33 x  23 mm, ” Prim er Correo A ereo/E l Sa lvad o r a / ja m a ica /  
2 9 'd e. Janio de.l93l/<3an Salvad o r C0A ,”

I3  J u ly  I93I M ontreal Jamaica " F lig h t  not completed®

•Special c a c h e ts -  in  red o f In te r n a tio n a l A irm a il S o c ie ty  and ” Plane fo rc e d  down/ 
a t West Palm BeaohflF la 0,U«S„A.” # Trans-Canada a i r l i n e  d id  not commence f l i g h t s  to  West 
In d ies u n t i l  lC)l±Qo



JAMAICA:- (continued)

Date From -T o  Notes

8 Aug I932 Kingston H a iti , Dominican F ir s t  f l i g h t  FAM 6»
R epublic, Porto Rico

S p ecia l” Cachet 1- in  p u rp le , \̂ Q x lj-5 ®mj ,fA ir  M a il/F irst F ligh t/jam ai ca/H aiti -  Domini-  
cana -  Porto Rico/August 8  I932 •**

3 May I938 Kingston Lakehurst - S p ecia l Hindenburg
Germany Flight®

S p ecia l cachets-- S h ield  shaped in  v i o l e t ,  n Lakehurst/Frans-At la  nt?ic/First Hindenburg 
Flight/maps/l936/Frankfurt-amf-Main,f ® : ... /

16 March I938 Connection w ith  f i r s t  Bermuda -  Baltim ore f l i g h t  by P .A.A.
See Bermuda*

1 June’ I939 Kingston New York and F ir s t  P.A .A. F lig h t v ia
Europe. New York and ** Southern

, .•.Route1* ,t.o Europe®
S p ecia l Cachets- O m l, ih  b lu e , 33 X 3 8  mm,. ,fF ir s t  T ra n sa tla n tic/ A ir  Ife.il/ .Jamaica 
to  Europe/June 1 , 1939** •

16  August 19^3 Kingston Miami F ir s t  K.L.M. F lig h t •
No sp e c ia l cachet*

I9 Aug I9I4.3 Kingston Curacao F ir s t  K.L.M. F l ig h t .
No sp ecia l cach et.

18 Dec 19)1)| Kingston Port o f Spain F ir s t  B .W .I.A . F l ig h t .

Special Cachet, in  v i o l e t ,  f*F irst Flight/De,cember 18 ,  lq jjjj/Kingston -  Port o f Spain/ 
B r it is h  West Indian Airways/LtdV*

3 Sept 1 9)16 Kingston • London F ir s t  B .S .A .A . F lig h t
v ia  .Bermuda and A zores.

S p ecia l Cachets- in  v i o l e t ,  [ 7̂ x  ^3 mm, ffA ir  M a il/ F irst Flight/jam aica/London v ia  
Bermuda/Sept. 3, l o ^ /Via ^Speedman*1. 1 1 ■

(See Bermuda)

20 Oct 19^7 Kingston Cayman Brae F ir s t  F lig h t by Cayman
ihv • Grand-Cayman ... I s la n d s , A irw ays.

No sp e c ia l ca c h e t. Only 6 covers known, th ree  addressed to  Cayman Brae and th ree 
to  Grand Cayman. Covers are postmarked Kingston, October 2Gbh ahd Cayman Brae or George 
town, Grand Cayman on the samê  day. There was no retu rn  f l i g h t .

(See Cayman I s la n d s .)

2 Feb 19^8 Kingston Nassau, and Miami F ir s t  B .S .A JU  F lig h t .
No sp e c ia l cachet

3 June 19)^8 Kingston Dayman Brae . F ir s t  F lig h t by
Grand Cayman Caribbean In te rn a tio n a l

No sp e c ia l cachet -  (see Cayman I s la n d s .) A ir l in e s .

1 Aug 19)18 . . Kingston - Caracas ,Venezuela F ir s t  F lig h ts  by CSAL.
. - - Houston,Texas

P riva te  cachet o f  Colorado and Southern A ir  L in e s, Inc* . r
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1 Apr K ingston Miami F ir s t  F lig h t  B r it i s h

Caribbean Airways•
S p e c ia l c a c h e ts -  in  v i o l e t ,  7I4- x  2 .̂ mm, ’’ F ir s t  F l ig h t / B r i t i s h  Caribbean A irw a y s ,L td . /  
K in gsto n ,Ja  -  Miami, F ia / A p ril 1 ,  lc / ^ ’’ •

1 Apr I99O K ingston Miami F ir s t  B .W, I .A .F l i g h t ,

S p ecia l C ach ets- Oval in  b lu e , 90 x  9I mm ’’ F ir s t  F lig h t/ K in g sto n  -  Miami/ .
B r i t i s h  West Indian/A irw ays/A pri 1 1 s t ,  I99O .”

2 Apr I99O K ingston Nassau- F ir s t  B .W .I.A . F l i g h t •

S p e c ia l c a c h e ts-  in  b lu e , 99 x mm, ’’B r i t i s h  West In d ian /kirw ays/K in gston  -  N assau/ 
F ir s t  F lig h t/ A p r il  2 n^j I95O .”

8 Apr I99O K ingston London D ire c t f l i g h t  by BOAC.

S p e c ia l c a c h e ts -  in  b lu e , 99 x 9^ mm ’’B r i t i s h  Overs.eas A irw ays/C orporation /K in gston  -  
London/First F lig h t/ A p r il  8^A, 1990 .”

12 Mar I992 K ingston Bermuda, B .O .A .C . S tr a to o r u is s r .
NewfouMlandtsLondon

No s p e c ia l  ca ch e ts  (See Bermuda)

11 Nov I999 K in gston T rin id a d  F ir s t  V iscou n t F lig h t*
No s p e c ia l  cach ets

l y  Feb I962 Q uito Equador K in gston A vianca j e t  F ir s t  F lig h t

S p e c ia l c a c h e ts -  in  red , x 90 mm, ’’Vuelo In augural en A viones je t/ Q u ito -B o g o ta /
New Y o rk / je t in  flig h t/ E n e ro  I 7  1962” • K in gston  m s  a stop  o v e r . Only 10  co vers 
are thought to e x is t *

N otes.



MONTSERRAT}- The only recorded f l i g h t  from M ontserrat has an in te r e s tin g  h is to r y .

In June I935O, arrangements were made ••'by N.YiR.B.A. fo r  a s p e c ia l f l i g h t  to  be made 
from Antigua to  M ontserrat and return* The m ail prepared at Plymouth., M ontserrat, 
was postmarked and cacheted, b u t, a t  the la s t  minute, a telegram  was received  from 
Anfeigua ca n c e llin g  the f l i g h t  on aooount of rough w eather. In February I9 3 I, some 
8 months la t e r ,  H.M.S.. ^Dorsetshire*1 c a lle d  at Plymouth'on a" v i s i t ,  'and when she 
s a i le d ,  l e f t  behind her seaplane to  fo llo w  = dn to  B a sse te rre ! St,' K i t t s . The f l i g h t  
was made on February 23rd, I9 3I, The dates on cover sent by th is  f l ig h t  suggest 
th at some addressed to  other West Indian Islands may have been sent from S t ,  K it ts  
by sea.

Date From !i To' ! • - Notes

20 June. I93O M ontserrat S t ,  K it ts ' See Above.

S p ecia l '.cachets- in  v i o le t , .  x  I9 mm **First A ir  Mai 1/i-lontserrat*M; :

A rr iv a l dates on covers postmarked M ontserrat 20  June 1930$

S t. K i t t s 23 Feb I93I.
Antigua . 1. •,-.. 5 Mar. 1951* 1 ^
St* Lucia 26  Feb I9 3 I. : ;
Dominica Mar I9 3I.

■ Trinidad -. ; , 28 Feb 19:51. ■
B r i t is h  Guiana 5 Mar leg;!*
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Notes,

ST, KITTS 1- There i s  only one recorded f l i g h t

Date From To Notes

22 Sep I929 S t. K itts points north F ir s t  exten sion  o f
S t ,  K itts * points south FAM 6

S p ecia l Cachet in  two l in e s ,  in b lack , "A ir  Mai l/ F ir s t  F lig h t

Notes



ST, LUCIA:- S t » L u c ia > as w ith  A ntigua and T rin id a d  and Tobago, was in clu d ed  in  th e  
in a u g u ra l f l i g h t s  by P . A . A . when t h e i r  F.A.M . £ s e r v ic e  to  P o rto  R ico  was extended 
t  o the. Dutoh West In d ies in  September 1^29 •

-  17 -

Date Prom T o N o te s »

22 S9P I929 Miami,  et.c.. C a s tr ie s F i r s t  P .A .A , F l ig h t ,
C a s tr ie s ( P o rt o f Spain '*

( B r i t i s h  Guiana
( Dutch Guiana

S p e c ia l C a ch ets- C ir c u la r  date stamp s t y le  -  in  b la c k  -  25 mm, u C a s t r i e s / l s t / i i r  Mai l /
S t ,  Lucia . , f

Sop 26 I929 C a s tr ie s Northward to F ir s t  re tu rn  P .A .A .
A n tig u a ,P o rto f l i g h t ,

S p e c ia l C ach ets- as above R ico,M iam i, e tc  •

3  Oot I929 C a s tr ie s Southward T h is i s  the second f l i g h t

S p e c ia l c a c h e ts -  'None® For the f i r s t tim e th e  s p a c ia l cach et in s c r ib e d  ^ C a s tr ie s /
1 s t /  A ir  Rfe.il/ St .L u cia ^ ,  i s  seen w ith  the 1s t  removed, and read in g  lfC a s tr ie s / A ir
Mai l / S t • Luoia ® f * 1This a lte r e d  cach et is  found on S t ,  L ucia a i r  m ail u n t i l  th e  e a r ly
I93O1s ,

25  Feb 1 9 3 ° C a s tr ie s Northward to F ir s t  N .Y .R .B . A .  f l i g h t .
No s p e c ia l cach et e Miami, e t c .

7  Mar I33O A ntigua C a s tr ie s F ir s t  Southwards f l i g h t
C a s tr ie s Southward t o by N .Y .R .B .A .

No s p e c ia l cach et 6 A rgen tin e

11  Nov I93O C a s tr ie s Cayenne,Frenoh F ir s t  e x te n sio n  south  to
Guiana French Guiana by PAA.

No s p e c ia l  cachet ft

8 Jan I9 3 I Cayenne C a s tr ie s F ir s t  Northward f l i g h t •

S p e c ia l cach et In two l in e s  in  b la c k , » Prem ier S e fv ic e  Par Avion/Guyana F ra n c a ise ,
le  8 J a n v ie r  I93I

23 Mar I9I4.3 C a s tr ie s P o rt-o f-S p a in ? E xperim ental f l i g h t
by B .W .I.A . F ir s t  re g u la r

No s p e c ia l cach et • f l i g h t , see below .

1 8  Dec 1 q ) | ) | C a s tr ie s P o rt-o f-S p a in F lig h t  o r ig in a te d  in
Jam aica.

No s p e c ia l cach et • Has any member any fu r th e r  d e t a i ls  o f  t h i s f l i g h t ?

N otes:-
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ST® VINCENTi~ Apart from the f l i g h t  in  Ju ly  1^ 2 # 1 have no record  o f  any f l i g h t s  to  
or from St® Vincent •

, In J u ly .lQ ^ 2 (2 5 th ), a sp e c ia l f l ig h t  m s  made from. P o rt-o f •“Spain to  St • Vincent and 
on to  Barbados in  a small plane.# .the..^Humming B ird” ,  .by Mr. M ichael C ip ria n i*  a s o l i c i t o r  
o f  P o rt-o f-S p a in . One m i l  bag o f pljO le t t e r s  m s  made up fo r  S t ,  Vincent and another 
fo r  Barbados, (See T rin id a d )• Another m ail o f  100 le t t e r s  m s  pioked up in  St®
Vincent and flown to  Barbados on th e fo llo w in g  day, (Ju ly  ^Cth).

Prom To ' Notes 1-

Trin idad S t •Vincent See notes above®

S t. Vincent . . Barbados See Notes above®

Notes.®

Pate

29. Jjtly-1932 

30 July I932 

No sp e c ia l cachets.®

-t yi ■;
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO;- T rin id ad  and Tobago have been w e ll  served' by th e  major a i r  
l in e s  s in c e  th e f i r s t  m a il-c a rry in g  f l i g h t  by Pan American Airways in  September 
I929* There a re  record s o f  f l i g h t s  p re p a ra to ry  to  m a il-c a rry in g  in  I92O, I92I 
and I92I4.J Nut th e re  i s  no evidence o f m a il, even so u v e n ir , bein g  flo w n , p r io r  to  
September I929.

Date From To Notes

2 0  Sep I929 Miami T rin id a d  F ir s t  Southward ; f l ig h t• ••• • ■ ' by P.A.A.
S p e c ia l c a c h e ts -  In mauve, 80  x  97 mm, 55F ir s t  F lig h t/ S e a p la n e  and Barque/San Juan -  
Param aribo.51 T his c a c h e t, i r r e s p e c t iv e  o f d e s t in a t io n , w a s. a p p lie d  e ith e r  a t  San- 
Juan, P o rto  P ic o  or a t  Miami, F la .

22 Sep I929 T rin id a d

No s p e c ia l  c a c h e t.

B r i t i s h  Guiana C o n tin u a tio n  o f South-
Dutch Guiana ward f i r s t  PAA F l i g h t .

25 Sep 1929“ T rin id ad

No s p e c ia l c a c h e t .

S t .L u c ia ,A n tig u a , F ir s t  Northward P.A.A,
V ir g in  I s . ,  and F l i g h t ,
Northward. * •

I9 Feb I99O A rgen tin a  T rin id a d

S p e cia l c a c h e t :-  • In m agenta, [|_0 x [|0 ram, 51 A rg en tin a  
over b u ild in g /P rim er Correo Aereo de le/NYHBA55 *

F ir s t  Northward f l i g h t ,  
by N .Y .R .B .A .

Estados Uni dos/NYRBA-plane f ly in g

2 Feb I99O T rin id ad

S p e c ia l C a ch e ts- None, but s p e c ia l  s t i c k e r ,  
m ail frora/Trinidad. v ia  NYRBA l i n e . 51

7  Mar I99O H a iti-,A n tig u a,
■ 2 ’ u K. '/'y’h; St .L u cia  

S p e c ia l c a ch e ts-  For H a it i” c n ly .

7 Mar I99O T rin id ad

S p e c ia l c a c h e ts -  S t ic k e r  as ab o ve.

S t 8L u c ia ,A n tig u a , F ir s t  F lig h t  NSRBA
V i r g in i a e and" Northward.
Northward®
in  red on w h ite , Jjp x I9  mm, 55F ir s t  a i r

T rin id a d  F ir s t  Southward f l i g h t
by N .Y .R .B .A .

B r i t i s h  G uiana, As Above®
and So. A m erica.

8 Apr I93O T rin id a d  Barbados I n te r - Is la n d  f l i g h t
. • by N .Y .R .B .A .

No s p e c ia l c a c h e t .  This was a s p e c ia l f l i g h t  by NYRBA w ith  seaplane 55Cuba55 • Covers 
to  th e  West In d ian  Is la n d s are s c a r c e . (See a ls o  B arbados, e t c ) .

8 May I99O T rin id a d  Tobago

No s p e c ia l c a c h e t ,  but NYRBA p i c k e r .

I 7  May I99O Tobago T rin id a d

No s p e c ia l c a c h e t , but NYBRA s t i c k e r .
,C

In te r - Is la n d  f l i g h t  
.by 'N .Y .R .B .A .

F ir s t  re tu rn  f l i g h t  
by N .Y .B .R .A .
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Grenada -  F ir s t ’ In te r-Is la n d
F lig h t N .Y.R .B.A. - .

No s p e c ia l ca ch e t• This was th e la s t  inaugural f l i g h t  by N .Y.R .B.A. b efo re  the West 
Indies co n tract was lo s t  t o  P.A .A . in  August I93O®

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGOs- (Continued).

To " i " r ■' NotesDate ■ '

20 July I93O

From

Trinidad

11 Nov I93O Trinidad
No s p e c ia l ca ch et.

p)j Nov I93O ’ • Trinidad
No s p e c ia l c a c h e t.

2 Jan I93I Trin idad
No sp e c ia l cach et. ’

P a ra ,B ra z il

Santo § ,B r a z il  •

Jamaica

PJleA. Extension. 

•P.A.A. Exten si on . :.
L ... j

Vis Miami ..

8 Jan I93I

S p e c ia l ca ch ets-  in  
8 Janvier I 9 3 U ’

Cayenne,French Trinidad
•. Guiana: 1

2 l in e s ,  in  b la c k , 11 Premier Service

F ir s t  F lig h t from 
Cayenne. /

par Avion/Guyace F ra n c a is e ,le

9 Jan I93I Trinidad Venezuela F ir s t  F lig h t by
French Company.

Sp ecia l C ach ets-, in  p u rp le , 70 x mm-, ’ ’Gompagnie General/^e^apostale/O rinidad -  • 
V enezuela/H irm ail/First F lig h t/^ th  January I93I *” -

10 Feb I93I ■ '- Trin idad la tu rin ,V e n e zu e la  ’’Completing the Lindbergh.
and C entral America C ir c le .  See below.

S p ecia l ca ch ets-  in  p u rp le, L8  ̂ £3 mm, ’’ F ir s t  F lig h t/ P o rt-o f-S p a in  -  M aturin/
Air Mail Routes FAM and 3/PAA Symbol/Cornpleting the Lindbergh Cirole/W turin,  
Venezuela.” .<-• . .-r= • • . .
The ’’Lindbergh C ir c le ”  was in  e f f e c t  the jo in in g  o f FAM 3 and £ w ith  the ’’C ir c le ” 
s ta r t in g  a t Miamiy fo llo w in g  the West Indian Islands to  T rin id ad , thence along the 
North co ast o f  Venezuela to  C entral Am erica,' and thence to  Cuba and Miami. Trin idad 
was the ju n ctio n  o f  the two ro u te s . Cachet fre q u e n tly  ap p lie d  ir r e s p e c tiv e , o f  d estin atio n .

12 Feb I93I Canal Zone Trinidad ; Return F lig h t

S p ecia l C achets- In pu rple , jjfl x £3 mm, ’’Completing th e Lindbergh C ircle/surroun d in g 
a map o f the area/Canal Zone/to Trinidad/Feb 12-1931” • .

2 Mar I93I ;; - J Cute Trin idad F ir s t  Camaguey: stop o ver.
No s p e c ia l' ca ch et.

I9 Aug I93I Trin idad . A ntigua,Porto Dornier DO-X f l i g h t .
R ico , e t c •

Speoial ca ch ets- in  p u rp le, ^3 x  [|_0 mm, ” DO-x/Special F light/Pan Amerioan. A irw ays/ 
Co-operating' Speci a l/A gen ts/rrin id ad  to  U.S.A. . ”

(See aldo  A ntigua) . '

2y Oct I93I Trinidad : " Argentine

No sp e c ia l  cach et.

F ir s t  through P.A .A . 
f l i g h t .



TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO1-  (C o n tin u ed ).

Date Fr.om To Notes

Ip Dec I93I N u evitas
(Cuba)

T rin id ad F ir s t  use o f  N uevitos 
as s to p -o v e r .

S p e c ia l c a c h e ts -  in  
Firm er V uelo/Correo . 
O ccidentales/A m eri ca

b lu e , £3 x  73 mm "R ep u b lica  de C u b a /S ecreta rio  de Communicadiones/ 
Aereo/Seapiand f ly in g  -over Caribbean/N uevitas,Cam aguey/lnduas

d e l Sur/D io0[j_,I93T."

8 Dec I93I 

N opspecial cachet

T rin id a d  . Pedro de M acoria, 
Dorn* R e p o b lic ,

Cliange of s to p -o v e r

28 J u ly  I932 T rin id a d S t 0V in cen t
Barbados

S p e c i a l - f l ig h t  v ia  S t ,  
V in cen t by M, C ip r ia n i ,

No s p e c ia l  c a c h e t, (See S t ,  V in c e n t) ,

20 Mar I933 
N ospecial cach et

T rin id a d M artinique F ir s t  c a l l  by P ,A .A .

26  Apr I935 
No sp e c ia l Cachet.

Guadelupe T rin id a d F ir s t  C a l l  o f P.A. A.

I9 Oat I938 T rin id a d Barbados T r ia l  f l i g h t  by K.L.M ,

S p e c ia l c a c h e ts -  in  v i o l e t ,  73 x 25 mm# " F i r s t  A irm a il Flight/Trinidad-B aadbados/by 
KbLcMc R oyal Dutch A i r l i n e s , ” T his was an experim ental f l i g h t , '

II Feb T939
No s p e c ia l c a c h e t.

' T rin id a d Barbados F ir s t  re g u la r  f l i g h t  
by K.L.M.

]p S£pi I939 
No s p e c ia l  c a c h e t.

T rin id a d Param aribo 
Dutch Guiana

K.L.M. S e rv ic e  extended.

I3  Deo I939 
No s p e c ia l  c a c h e t.

T rin id a d Venezuela E xten sion  by K.L.M.

7  Dec I9I1.I T rin id a d B athurst(G am bia) 
Lagos (N ig e ria )  
L e o p o ld v ilie ,

F ir s t  South T rans- 
A t la n t ic  f l i g h t  by 
P .A .A , (see B elo w ),

(Congo) • '
S p e c ia l c a ch e ts  j -  O f f i c i a l ,  in  v i o l e t ,  ^  x  2 l  m  " F ir s t  F lig h t/ T r in id a d  -  B a th u rs t/  
Lagos -  L e o p o ld v il le ,"

P .^ .A , C a c h e t s a l l  in  v i o l e t ,  £3 x  [|_8 nun# (B a th u rst, £3 x  38 mm (L ag o s),
£ 3 x 3 2  11111 (L e o p o ld v ille )  and a l l  -with F ir s t  F lig h t  A ir  M a il, map o f  f l i g h t ,  and 
s u ita b le  f i g u r e s .
This route(FAM p g ) , was inau gu rated  th e  day b e fo re  th e  outbreak o f  World War I I  
between th e  U.S «A. and Japan0 I t  o r ig in a te d  in  Miami on December 5th  and then ce to  
Porto R ic o , T r in id a d ,B r a z il  and a cro ss  the A t la n t ic  to  G am bia,N igeria and th e  Congo, I t  
was a ls o  used as a plane fe r r y  s e r v ic e  and fo r  war su p p lie s  to  th e  Middle E a s t,



T R I N I D A D  A N D  T O B A G O ( C o n t i n u e d ) .

1  ̂ Deo l cjj)[ Trinidad B r it is h  Guiana-' F ir s t  B .W .I.A . F lig h t .
- No s p e c ia l cach et.

13 Ju ly  1q[l6 Trinidad New York • F ir  sit d ir e c t  f l i g h t
by P. A. A.

S p ecia l cacherjts- in  v io le t*  9O x 22  mm* ” F ir s t  F ligh t/P an American A irw ays/Trinidad -  
New York/ D ir e c t•”

D a t e  F r o m  T o  -N o te s

£ Apr I99O Trinidad Miami F ir s t  B .W .I.A . F l ig h t •

S p ecia l c a c h e t*- in  v io le t*  in  f iv e  lin e s*  ^ B ritish  West Indian A irw ays/F irst F lig h t/  
Trinidad* B. W. I . /  Miami* U .S .A ./  A p r il 6* I99O.”

0 July I99O Trin idad New York F ir s t  F lig h t S t r a t 0-
c r u is e r  F lig h t *non-stop.

S p ec ia l Cachet*- in  b lu e , 79 x 58 11311 nF ir s t  F lig h t/ ? o rt-o f-S p a in  -  New York/ 
Pan American A irw ays/Sl P resid en ts” . The f l i g h t  o rig in ated  in  South America.

I9  Dec I955 Trinidad

No s p e c ia l cachet®

Jamaica and 
Bahamas

F ir s t  Viscount f l i g h t  
by B .W .I.A .'

1 Jan I956 ■ Trinidad

No sp e c ia l c a c h e t * - s

Barbados and 
Bermuda

F ir s t  B .W .I,A .V iscount 
f l i g h t .

28 Oct I953 

No sp e c ia l cachet

Trin idad Barbados and F ir s t  B ritan n ia  Jet-
Bermuda. Prop f l i g h t .

The f l ig h t  o rig in ated  in  Caracas* Venezuela and fin ish e d  in  London®

3 Jan I95O Trinidad

No s p e c ia l cachet

Bogota*Columbia. B ritan n ia  f l i g h t  extended
to  Columbia.

1 May 19^0 Trinidad London F ir s t  B .W .I.A . F lig h t v ia
Barbados and New York®

S p e c ia l C a c h e t i n  red* [j3  x -28 mm, sca llo p ed  edge* ” B. W* I .  A ./Links, th e  C aribbean.”

10 June I95I New York Trin idad and F ir s t  B .W .I.A . Boeing
v . 7 , Barbados 7O7 F lig h t .

S p ec ia l cach et*- in  green* ”Boeing 707/^WIA/Che a ir l i n e  o f the Caribbean/winged. 
l io n / F ir s t  Jet M ail/ from New York/tq Trin idad” .

11 June I96I • • Trin idad New York

No sp e c ia l c a c h e t , but sp e c ia l envelope®

* N otes. -• - r

Return BWIA Boeing 7O7 
F lig h t
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TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS;

Date F r o m T o N o t e s

I5  Mar l c ^  Grand Turk Nassau ? Vis count F l ig n t .

S p e c ia l c a c h e ts -  in  6 l in e s  in  v i o l e t ,  " F ir s t  Flight/baftam as Airw ays Ltd/Turk Is la n d /  
to/NassaUj,N*P6 ,Bahamas/4/larch 1 ^, Ic^c/."

This i s  th e  on ly f l i g h t  o f which I have any re co rd . Does any member have any fu r th e r  
d e t a i ls  o f t h i s  and any other f l i g h t s ?

N o tes•

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDSj-

I have not heard or seen o f  any f i r s t  f l i g h t s  o r ig in a t in g  in  th e  B r i t i s h  V irg in  
I s la n d s . D o u b tle ss, th e y  have been a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  F ir s t  F lig h ts  to  and from 
th e U. S .V . I . , but I know o f  none franked w ith  B r i t i s h  V ir g in  Is la n d  stam ps. Does any 
member have any in fo rm atio n .



A I R  M A I L S  of the W E S T  I N D I E S .
Supplement Number 1 ®

The fo llo w in g  l i s t  o f a d d itio n s  and c o r r e c t io n s  ,to th e  Brochure p u b lish ed  in  
January 1 q£)j, by th e  Study Group, b rin g s i t  n earer oom pletion 0

Inform ation  i s  s t i l l  la c k in g  on some o f th e  Bahamas Airw ays f l i g h t s ,  some o f th e  B .W .I.A . 
f l i g h t s  and a ls o  o f th e  Cayman Is la n d s and f i r s t  Leeward Is la n d s A ir  T ransport f l i g h t s  
o r ig in a t in g  in  A ntigua and S t .  K it t s  area*, Any fu r th e r  help  would be most a p p r e c ia te d 0

I would l i k e  to  thank th e  fo llo w in g  members fo r  t h e i r  help  in  th e -various a d d itio n s  
and c o r r e c t io n s 8 Mr. Eddie A d elso n , N r. Everard A g u ila r ,  D r. Jack A m e lia  Mr»
Moreton B la c k , Mr. Dennis C a rtw rig h t, Mr, Reg L a n t, Mr. P aul L arsen , Mr. C l in t  von 
P o h le , Mr. Gale Raymond and Mr. Ed Weinberg* I have a ls o  had co n sid era b le  help  from 
Mr, Harold Box and Mr. Rene Leotaud o f the T rin id a d  P h i l a t e l i c  S o o ietyo  A lso  from F* J« 
F ie ld , L td .

As w ith  th e  broohura, th e  measurements of th e  c a c h e ts , where p re s e n t, are g iv e n  as 
width by h e ig h t .  The o o lo u r o f some o f th e  ca ch e ts  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  d e s c r ib e , and seme,, 
which I  have g iv en  as ^ b lack” may w e llb e  a d ark  or p o s s ib ly  o x id iz e d ” p u rp le Q

0 * o * 0 * 0 * 0 * 0 * 0 * 0 * 0 * 0 * 0 * 0 * 0 * 0 * 0 *



ANTIGUA -

25 Feb I93O Antigua Porto Rico F ir s t  NYRBA f l i g h t

S p ec ia l Cachet -  Im two l in e s ,  in  b lao k , f,A ir  M ail/v ia  N yrbaline"

1 July I93I Salvador C .A. Antigua F ir s t  P . A* A. f l i g h t •

S p ecia l Cachet -  In red 33 x 23 11211 "Prim er Correo Aereo/El Salvador a/Antigua BWX®
I9  J u lio  de 1331/San Salvador C .A ." (See a ls o  B r it is h  Guiana and T r in id a d ). Antigua 
cover backstamped 12 July I93I.

BAHAMAS -

Feb I929 Nassau Miami & Northward Sea and Air®

During th is  period both Bahamanian and U. S..- stamps were a ff ix e d  to  l e t t e r s .  Correspond® -  
enoe tra v e le d  by sea to  Miami and was thenoe flown by a i r .

I3  Apr I329 S t • P au l, Minn Nassau . Experimental f l i g h t .

No sp e c ia l ca c h e t• I would ap p reciate  fu rth e r  inform ation on th is  f l i g h t ,  a r r iv in g  
Nassau 22  A p r il 1929* • .

2 Jan I93O Miami Nassau F ir s t  P. A ..A . F l ig h t •

Some of th ese covers are a ls o  in scrib ed  "S ik o rsk y  Amphibiaj, NC 9775" and signed by the 
p i l o t ,  Mr. C. A . Buhr. .

3 Dec I93O Nassau Jamaica P. • A. A. F lig h t

See Jamaica f l i g h t  o f Dec. 2 * I93O

29 June I93I Salvador, C .A . Nassau F ir s t  P. A. .A. connection..

S p e c ia l cachet -  9)] x ?)j mm, in  b lu e , "Primer Correo Asreo/El Salvador a /  l8 l  as 
Bahamas/29 de Junio de 1931/San Salvador C .A ."

Mar. 193^ -  Mar I937 Nassau Miami and Northwards Sea and A ir .

S p ec ia l cachet -  In two l i n e s ,  "By A ir  M ail/in  United S ta tes  o n ly ."  See Feb. I329 above.

19(4.0! s War time R .A .F . A irm a ils •

T.R.D . in scrib ed  "R .A .F . S ta tio n  No. l l l / o f f i c i a l  M ail/Nassau, Bahamas"• These are very 
rare  D

* *

Date From To N o t e s

19142 Nassau Europe In scribed  "North A tla n tic  
Ferry S e r v ic e " •

-  b 5 Nassau Europe "Bomber M ail" In scribed  
at top,"RAF O verseas"•

2  Apr I95O . K in gston Nassau Cachet a ls o  in  v i o l e t •



BAHAMAS -  continued

2 l  Feb I997 New York Nassau F irs t  f l ig h t  by P ,A. A.
d irect to  Nassau

Special Cachet -  In five lin es in green ( c i t y ) ,  in  red ( a i r f ie ld ) ”F ir s t  Air Mail Flight/  
New York/Globe aibd Wing/Nassau/F.A.M* 9/Pan American World Airways” *

11 Dec• I999 New York Nassau F ir s t  P.A.A. je t  se rv ice •
No sp ecial cachet.

90 Jan» I960 New York Nassau F ir s t  BOAC Comet [j. service®

Special Cachets -  United' Nations, (a) 90 x. 99 in  green-blue# ”F ir s t  Flight/BOAC 'Comet [|/ 
NEW YORK/ BAHAMAS”/ .(b) in  three lin es in  green # ”B0A©/First Je t  Service/ New York/ ’
Nassau” ® United States as (a) above# but in  purple,

29 Mar I9 6 I  West End# (Bahamas) Miami Bahamas Airways F ir s t  Flight

Special Cachet -  None# but printed envelope inscribed# in blue# ”Bahamas Airways/
Nassau Bahamas” # and in J79 x [̂ 7 box# ”F irs t  F light Cover/Grand Bahama/to/The United 
States/March 25# 1961/oa.rried by/Bahamas/Airways” • Cavers a lso  are seen without the 
Bahamas Airways insignia and address a t  to p . .

11 Apr I96 I . . New York Nassau F ira t BQAC”707” *
Lima Peru

Special cachets -  in  red# or blue#(U®8*)#in pale green# (U®N„) ”.BOAC/jat lin e r  
Service/map showing route to  New York -  Bahamas « Lima and je t  plane in  flig h t/ F irs t/  
Flight/New York/to Lima/fceru/April 11 'I9 6 I” ®

9 May I962 ( a ) Miami Nassau Outward flig h t
(b ) Nassa$ Miami Return f lig h t  by Cunard

Eagle Airways•
Special Cachet -  (a) 97 x 97 mm® in  blaok# ”Cunard Eagle Airways/jet Plane tail/kiam i#
v e r tic a lly  a t . le f t#  Nassau# v e r tic a lly  a t rig h t/ F irst Je t  Air Serv ice , (b) 91 x 97 mm#, 
in pale green, with two Cunard Je t  Engines, ”Nassau# Bahamas/to/kiami,Florida/First 
Je t/ k a il Service” # - ' 1

BARBADOS -

Date - ' From To ; Notes -

9 Dec 1c£|_9 '-" Barbados • - Canada ., > F irs t  T ,C .A, ...Flight •; ■
No speoial oaohet®

16 Deo-1999 Barbados Porto Rico.'- F ir s t  BWIA Vi count flight#/
No speoial caohet.

12 May I997 -  Under ”Speoial Cachet# amend to  read ”in. green (c ity )#  in  red (a ir f ie ld ) ,  

BERMUDA -

D a t e  F r o m  T o  N o t e s

Date.

2k  Sept I939

From To Notes

Portugal. .Bermuda • F ir s t ;  westward d ir e c t  F lig h t
A zores , .<•./ ; . .

continued#
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BEEMJDA.

Special Cachet -  Shield shaped, 30 x in  blue-green, "Prim eiro Voo/Trans°Atlantic0/ 
plane/feorta -Bermuda/coastal scenery/korta,Faial,A cores” ® Hamilton was designated as a 
stop-over in  la te  September I939 in  addition to  or instead of Horta, Azores.

Date From To Notes

10 Nov I933 
No special cachet•

Bermuda London F ir s t  BWIA Flight

l£  June I937 2 ^ j|l̂ ini'TOrsary Cachet, inscribed  ”20th Anniversary/of the/
F ir s t  Passenger FI i  ght s/b e twe e n/B e r mu da/and/T he United States/1937 -  1937/Seaplane/lm- 
p eria l Airway s/fe, O.A.C ./June l£ th  1937 / c  1 ipper/Pan American Airways/ ? date” , s ize  
73 x  33 mm® On the only copy of th is  anniversary cachet shown me, the date of the P.A.A. 
fligho is  m issing. Presumably th is  should be 17th March I9380 I t  is  not known i f  th is  
cachet was applied to  a i r  mail in  Hamilton on e ith e r  of these dates in  I937 or I9380

I9  Sept I938 Bermuda M ontreal F ir s t  Cunard E agle Flight®  
I9  Mar I939 Bermuda B altim ore  - F ir s t  Cunard E agle F l i g h t .  
S p e c ia l Cachet -  QQ x £3 mm©, in  re d , " F ir s t  Flight/Berm uda -  B altim o re/k arch  19, I939/ 
E agle Airw ays/Super V isco u n t” ©

I 9  Dec I959 Hew York Bermuda F ir s t  PAA j e t  service®
No s p e c ia l  c a c h e t . No a u th o rize d  re tu rn  f l i g h t  covers©

3 May I962 Bermuda

S p e c ia l ca ch e t -  In f i v e  l i n e s ,  in  v i o l e t .

Miami F ir s t  Cunard E agle je t  
F l ig h t .

,fC unard 'E agle AirwaysOunard E agle A irw ays> 
Berm uda,Lim ited /  Bahamas Lim ited  /

E agle
In sig n ia ,

F ir s t  J e t M ail Service/kam iIton,Berm uda to  Miami, F lo r id a ”

-BRITISH GUIANA -

23 Dec I929 Georgetown Trinidad F lig h t by C ol. Lindbergh.

No special cach et. Notes- A well informed Trinidad co lle c to r  s ta te s  that th is  f l ig h t  does 
not e x is t . Can any member give me any d efin ite  inform ation. I t  is  l is te d  in  F, J © Field^g 
pamphlet •

19 Feb I93O South America Georgetown F ir s t  Northward f lig h t
by No. Y. R* B. A.

Special cachets -  Various from Argentina and B ra z il , ^hese covers are comparatively 
r a re . Backstamped Georgetown 2I4. Feb I93O.

1 Ju ly  I93I Salvador,C.A. . Georgetown F ir s t  PAA connection.

Special cachet -  q)| x p)| gigr* in  red, ”Primer Correp Aereo/El Salvador a/ Guayana Inglesa/ 
I9 .d e Ju lio  de 1931/San Salvador,C.A©” Backstamped Georgetown I3  Ju ly  I93I

BRITISH HONDURAS -

2 0  Nov. lc ĵO B elize  New Orleans Short-out Survey F lig h t by
American Export A ir lin e s .

No special cachet, but typew ritten in scrip tio n  ”F ir s t  F light Cover, B e liz e , B r it is h  
Honduras to  New Orleans» Amerioan Export A irlin es Gulf of Mexic0 short cut rou te.
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GRENADA -

Date From To Notes

16 Jan 13^3 Grenada T rin id a d F ir s t  B .W .I.A , F l ig h t .

Special Cachet?- I  have no d efin ite  information about th is  f l ig h t .  See Trinidad f lig h t  
-of the same date*

JAMAICA -

Dec0 x . laxO Central America Kingston F ir s t  F light P.A.A,
Canal Zone

Special cachet, -  x mmm in purple. ”Air Mail F ir s t  Fllght/Map of Caribbean with 
plane fly in g 'ov er route/December 3 1930/Canal Zone to  Miami/via.Jamaica and Cienfuegos* 
Cuba'* o  This is in addition to  the cachet l is te d  on the same date, Mail from several 
Central American countries wgs also  sent by th is  f l ig h t * with various cachets,

2 Mar I9 3 I Cuba Kingston F irs t  F lig h t,

Special Cachet. -  86 ' x - m m . ,  in dark blue* ”Republica de Cuba/Admon Correos -  Habana/ 
Service0 Aereo Internati&nal/Primer Vuelo” .

29 June I93I Salvador Kingston F irs t  PAA Connection

Note - The cachet is a lso  found in blue, ,

3 -  Feb l ^ j l  New York _ Nassau*Kingston' Survey f lig h t  by American
& Canal Zone Export A irlin es Inc,

This was a special survey f lig h t  undertaken in February lc^jl, The flig h t  originated in
New York on February 3rd* covers are backstamped Nassau Feb, 3* Kingston Feb,[j_ and
C ristobal Feb0 30 There was no sp ecial cachet* only 3 covers are said to  e x is t ,

16 Aug 1^.3 Curacao* D.W, I .  Kingston K .L .M .Flight,

Special cachet -  33 mm. c ir c le  in purple ”Eerste O fficea l Vluch/M'ap of West Indies/
F irs t  O ffic ia l F lig h t” and a s ix  sided shield* J13; x ?)j mmo ”Curacao -  U0S,A ,/ Willemstad 
Afcuba-.-. Haiti/jamaica- -  Cuba/viiami* Florida? K.LtM .Shield.

. 1 Aug lo[j_8 Kingston Caracas* Venezuela and Houston Texas

Note the f i r s t  southward f lig h t  was made on July 3 I and the Northward f l ig h t  Aug® 1st*
The name of the a ir lin e  should read ^Chicago and Southern A irlines In c .” and not
”Cdorado and Southern A irlin es* IncU”

2 6  Apr I933 Bogota* Columbia Montego Bay F irs t  F light by Avianca.

Special cachet -  In four lin es in v io le t*  ”Primer Vuelo regular de/”Avianca”/columbia 
-  Montego Bay/Abril 26 de I953” 0 •;

3 June 19314. Havana* Cuba Kingston F ir s t  F light by Cuban
a ir  l in e .

Special cachet -  Oval* £0 x 38 mm** in b lack , ”Republica de Cuba/Correos/Primer Vuelo/ 
Habana -  Kingston/ Junio 3* I95h j  Compana Cubana/de Aviacion S ,A .”

11 Dec I939 New York Montego Bay F irs t  PAA Je t F lig h t.
No sp ecial cachet -  the service was discontinued a fte r  10 days and resumed in April I96O#



•  6 -

30 Jan I960 New York Montego Bay First BO AC Comet F ligh t,

S p e c ia l ca ch e t-  Ui N. In s ig n ia  and 3 l in e s ' in  g ree n , ” B0AC/ F ir s t  Jet Service/N ew  
York -  Montego B a y .”

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO *

Date From To N otes.

2 l  Sep, I929' H a it i  P o rto  R ioo, F ir s t  P .A .A . F lig h t
T rin id a d

S p e c ia l oachejj l\P) double l in e  c i r c l e ,  in  dark b lu e , ^Premier V o l” (Haiti® ) Cachet 
as* fo r  a p p lie d  a t  P o rto  R ico

Sep I93O ’ Trinidad

No special cachet *

Cuidad B o liv a r ,  E xperim ental f l i g h t , Campagnie 
Venezuela® G eneral A e ro p o sta le

7  Jan I 9 3 I  Caracas
No special cachet. Venezuela

T rin id a d  • R everse ” Lindbergh C i r c le ” 
F lig h t  •

1 J u ly  I9 3 I ' Salvador,C.A®  T rin id ad  F ir s t  P.A.A.Connect io n .

Sp ecial cachet -  99 x 25 mm, in red, ”Primer Correo A e re o / si Salvador a/Trinidad/19 de 
Ju lio  de 1991/Sah Salvador C .A .” Backstamped Port-of-Spa in , J u ly  fabh*

29 Nov I9I4O T rin id a d  Tobagp F ir s t  BWIA F lig h t
No s p e c ia l  c a c h e t .

2 7  Nov lc^jO " T rin id a d  ' -Barbados ' F ir s t  BWIA F lig h t
No s p e c ia l  cachet® ’ ’ •

16 Jan 1^4.3 T rin id a d  Grenada ■ F ir s t  BWIA F lig h t
No s p e c ia l  c a c h e t.

1[|_ Dec 1 oj|)| ' T rin id a d  K in gston- F ir s t  BWIA F ligh t-.
S p e c ia l cach et -  92 x  2 l  mm® in  v i o le t  F ir s t  Flight/^W I A irw ays/T rin id ad  -  Jamaioa” .

TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS

2 9  June I9I4.6 South C aicos K ingston Survey f l i g h t  by BWIA

No s p e c ia l  cachet® Only th re e  covers are  known t o  e k i-s t•

VIRGiN ISLANDS - - '

Mr® Gale Raymond a d v ise s  m e-th at th e re  are  t o ' b e  in a u gu ra l - f ir s t  F lig h ts  t o  and from 
V ir g in  Gorda® E n q u iries l o c a l l y  in  th e  V ir g in  Is la n d s have not produced any in fo rm a tio n ,
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