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BRITISH WEST INDIES STUDY CIRCLE

(Affiliated British Philatelic Association & Philalie Congress
of Great Britain)

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer:
P. T. SAUNDERS.

Hon. Sales Circuit Secretary:
Miss ROSE TITFORD.

Committee:
L. E. BRITNOR, G. W. GROVES, J. J. TURNER.

Hon. Auditor: A. J. BRANSTON.

All Communications to be addressed to:
1, Wellesley Court, Maida Vale,
London W.9.
(Telephone CUNningham 0210)

OBJECTS: TO promote interest in and the study of the stamps andl istary of the
British West Indies.

TO establish contact with correspondents throughout the Bvitest Indies comprising the
following colonies and dependencies:

ANTIGUA JAMAICA

BAHAMAS LEEWARD ISLANDS
BARBADOS MONTSERRAT

BERMUDA ST. KITTS-NEVIS

BRITISH GUIANA ST. LUCIA

BRITISH HONDURAS ST. VINCENT

CAYMAN ISLANDS TRINIDAD & TOBAGO
DOMINICA TURKS & CAICOS ISLANDS
GRENADA VIRGIN ISLANDS

TO issue a quarterly BULLETIN containing articles, itewf interest and other features
(including 'Opinions' Service, and a 'Wants' Section) whicts ihaped will widen the
knowledge of members. It is emphasised that EVERY membkrllways be in 'the
picture' no matter where he (or she) resides.

TO operate a SALES CIRCUIT to enable members to dispio$eir surplus material.

MEMBERSHIP: TO be WORLD-WIDE in scope and open to all interested irstagps

or postal history of the above-mentioned colonies and depeedemdiether they be
advanced or new collectors. The ANNUAL subscription to 8/6d. ($1.50 non-sterling
countries) payable 1st FEBRUARY. Cheques and Postal Ordeis tmade payable to
"B.W.l. STUDY CIRCLE" and it will be appreciated if rétances from non-sterling
countries are made by sterling draft drawn on LONDONMhtarhational Money Order.



OUR PRESIDENT'S PARAGRAPH
The 39th Philatelic Congress of Great Britain will bedhéiis year at Harrogate from 14th
to 17th .May, and as you will observe elsewhere in this isgubave again been invited to
give a display in the frames at the Exhibition. We hachaarkably fine show at Brighton
last year, and | have no doubt that the material being kiodiyed by members on this
occasion will maintain the very high standard. The suankear usual Circle meeting on
the Thursday evening largely depends on there being some tingseets to pass round,
and | would ask all those who hope to attend to make sure theyahfew pages with them
before they start their journey. One person | am veryhnmaking forward to meeting there
is my good friend from Jamaica. Mr. G. C. Gunter. O.Baho plans to be in England in
May, and | hope that he arrives in time for Congressvel eery much to Mr. Gunter for the
help he has given me over many years, in building up my Jacwleation. It is very nice
to have a friend resident in the colony one specialiseanid | have always been able to
look forward to receiving first day covers, blocks witatplnumbers and varieties. One of
his very earliest sendings to me were covers fromahmiis Barclay's and McDowell find
in Kingston way back in 1920. What an accumulation of covessrthist have been as
some examples from it seem to be included in every Jamalieation of note. | have 35
covers in my collection comprising GB used in Jamaica anRitieissue. | have only one
CC on cover bearing a pair of 3d., and have never seen almsiadfrom this source.
Surely there must have been some, but one has to rementber that period the stamp
was the thing and probably anything without a stamp was thoudjet veorthless and was
consequently destroyed.

G. W. COLLETT.

DEAR MEMBER,

Once again in recording an increase in menipetshl81 we extend a warm
welcome to the following gentlemen from overseas: acMilich (Australia). G. W. S.
Ritchie (Sudan), John H. Buckner and C. D. Paton (U.S.Ae)aw also glad to include for
the first time another county - Nottinghamshire - in aibte of distribution.

Geographical distribution of membership.
LONDON (32)

PROVINCIAL (101)
Cheshire 1 Hertfordshire 3 Shropshire 2
Cornwall 1 Kent 6 Staffordshire 1
Derbyshire 4 Lancashire 5 Suffolk 2
Devon 4 Middlesex 8  Surrey 14
Dorset 1 Norfolk 2 Sussex 7
Essex 4 Northants 2 Warwickshire 3
Gloucestershire 5 Northumberland 2 Wiltshire 3
Hampshire 6 Nottinghamshire 1 Yorkshire 4
Northern Ireland 1 Scotland 8 Wales 1
OVERSEAS (41)
Australia 6 B.W.I. 5 Canada 7
New Guinea 1 South Africa 4 Sudan 1

U.S.A. 24
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SALES CIRCUIT

| am pleased to report that the first distributionrofedopes valued at £336-13-3
has been completed. Sales totalled £104-14-2 which Idreganost satisfactory.
In general the quality of the material offered was wgogpd although | consider
that in a few instances, the prices asked were natisuffly attractive. | regret to
say there are still some contributors who do not lea¥' margin on the left hand
side of their pages and others who persist in using old t®ounlt will be
appreciated if particular attention is paid to these tpoas | can no longer
undertake to re-mount sheets which means that any dthegsive which are not
in order will he returned. | shall he glad to receinere material for envelopes
"A" (Bahamas & Bermuda) and "C" (British Guiana & Britislonduras) as so far
| have had very little to send to those members vafieat these colonies.

ROSE TITFORD.

STAMPEX 1957
at Central Hall, Westminster, S.W.1. March 16th-23rd
As announced in our last issue our Circle was invitegrawvide an exhibit for
which three frames were allocated. For the benéfih@se who were unable to
attend the following is a brief account of the maiedisplayed:
ANTIGUA: S.G.8., unused, and used including pairs also the reesgdyon
cover.ST. CIIRISTOPHER: Die proofs on card.ST. LUCIA: Selection of
covers including Great Britain 1d. red and 6d. lilac used aL8dia on cover;
the 'Castries' provisional postmark and an exampleeofitst air mail on
cover. ST. VINCENT: Copies of S.G. 6, 16 and 17 each on cover and S.G. 8
and 10 on one cover; the 'BAR' obliteration on S.G. 22awer and examples
of the various abbreviated and extended types; the 'Gtd&ewn) on S.G.22
also on cover.
(Loaned by H. Douglas Bessemer. F.R.P.S.L,).
DOMINICA: A selection of the handstruck stamps and cancellations,
including the early handstruck stamps on preadhesives wihob the two
known examples of the early 'DOMINICO' stamp; exampléshe 'A07
cancellations on G.B. stamps and of the unusual mapusmncellations
including one on cover; a selection of cancellations dimesives including a
number of small village marks.
(Loaned by F. J. N. Nabarro, F.R.P.S.L.).
TOBAGO: Examples of G.B. used in Tobago 1856-8; first issue of Tobago
(1879) with die proof; copies of the provisional ¥%2d. ondidne (1886) 1st and
2nd settings also of the ¥2d. on 2%d. blue with varietidsdauble surcharges;
cover (1890) showing pair of Tobago 4d. stamps used as postage dues;
Canadian Patriotic cover of 1898 used in Tobago; examples ofirtie
postcards with die proof.
(Loaned by A. E. Beach).
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Among the individual displays we were glad to see mateoiaringBermuda
and Virgin Islands loaned by Lt.-Col. F. S. J. Norris and Mr. W. Frazer
respectively. The pages of Bermuda comprised a study thads which the
exhibitor states 'should and should not have appeared osiahbetween 1865
and 1889'. Mr. Frazer's fine assembly of Virgin Islandfuded the following
items of especial interest: The earliest recorded adatsd 2nd March 1796; 1866,
die proofs of the Id, 4d. and 6d. in various colours and othewfpnaterial; part
sheet of 22, 6d. imperforate, unissued setting; 1d. perinit2,marginal block of
15. Essay of the 1s. without figure of Virgin, 1867/8, exampleh®fls. rose-
carmine on billed paper including a mint block of 4. 4ithographed, block
of 15 imperforate proofs. 1867, 4d. lake-red, complete she&s, aine on buff
paper; a single 4d. used on cover to London. 1867/8, 1s. on avidten toned
papers, complete sheets. 1868, 1s. single-line frame, forger proof in the
issued colour; the 1s. on white paper, mint block of 8. 187%atdplete sheet of
24 (sideways wmk.). 1887, complete mint sheets of the 6¢.ulelet and 1s.
sepia. 1888. "4D" on 1s. complete mint sheet of 20, alsodmsailzmarginal pair
the right stamp with double surcharge.

As many members will be aware, the "Stampex" Trdphyl957 was awarded
to our member, Mr. R. W. Wells of Devizes, and we tékis opportunity of
extending to him our hearty congratulations on his success

AN INVITATION

The Annual General Meeting of the British Philatelicsdaation is to be held
on Tuesday, May 7th, at the Kingsley Hotel, Bloomsbury WeyC.1. Following
the normal practice it will be followed by a displaydasur Circle has been invited
to provide the material. A selection of the followinglonies will be on view:
Antigua, Bahamas, Barbados, Cayman Islands, Jamaic&h8stopher and St.
Vincent. The B.P.A. extends a warm welcome to anyuofreembers who wish to
see the display.

39th PHILATELIC CONGRESS OF GREAT BRITAIN

As members will have seen in the philatelic pthgsis being held at the Old
Swan Hotel, HARROGATE from 14th to 17th May. All beinglivour Hon.
Secretary hopes to attend, also Miss Rose Titforddmd&. W. Groves who have
been appointed the Circle's Delegates. Following theesaaghich attended the
staging of an Exhibition as part of the programme at Boiglst year the Leeds
Philatelic Society, who are the hosts, have decidéalltw suit and our Circle has
been invited to provide twelve frames. The following Mens have kindly
consented to loan pages of the colonies indicated aethded description will be
included in our July issue for the benefit of those wiewrable to be there : C.
W. Meredith, F.R.P.S.L. (Antigua); Miss Titford. (Bahas), Lieut-Colonel F. S.
J. Norris, (Bermuda): P. T. Saunders, (Cayman IslanBs)J. N. Nabarro,
F.R.P.S.L., (Dominica): C. L. Pilkington. F.R.P.S.LGrénada); G. V Collett,

16



R.D.P., F.R.P.S.L., (Jamaica); Dr. R. H. UrwicRP.S.L., (St. Christopher);
Lieut-Colonel H. C. Masol F.R.P.S.L., (St. Lucid); E. Beach, (Tobago); and
J. B. Marriott. (Trinidad).

Our President will take the chair at the meeting of Qircle which is
scheduled for Thursday, 16th May. at 9 p.m. and all thosehepe to attend are
enjoined to bring along a few pages to pass round and ahatey queries they
wish to raise.

NOTES AND QUERIES
It will be appreciated that our Bulletin constitutes thalMink between
us and is mainly dependent upon a steady flow of contributioma fro
members. These may either afford information orera@ints upon which
enlightenment is sought, and it will be helpful if S.Gminers are quoted
wherever possible. ALL contributions should be addressed tdHtre
Secretary.

BAHAMAS
SPECIAL DELIVERY STAMPS

" Notwithstanding the reference in the late Mr. Gisbubbosk on these
stamps the reason for their issue is still obscure. umber of questions
occur to me such as these: Why were Special Deliverypstaequired
particularly in 1916? What purpose was served by imposing aakpec
charge on correspondence not bearing a specific address? ¥ghyt w
necessary to send the special overprinted Bahaman st8r253) to just
four Canadian Post Offices—Ottawa, Toronto, Westmaunat Winnipeg?
Why could not Canadian Special Delivery stamps which ewar
contemporary issue have been used for the purpose? | andetsat in
March 1929 there were still 550 of the original 600 of thesmpdan the
Nassau Post Office but they were so badly stuck togethter [zes useless.
Is there any record of any of the remaining 50 being usedah to
Canada? One on a cover | would imagine to be a veeyitean. Perhaps
some member can throw more light on the matter and Igthauhappy to
have him let the rest of us know through the medium of ouetult

(Contributed by Mr. Martin M. Sternfels).
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BAHAMAS
THE "FISH HEAD POSTMARK"
| have one or two examples of an unusual type of postmarkatsCat Cay
for a short period during 1936. It consists of a fish's hamadruding
presumably from the sea. Some of the marks are in blustweie is in
black.
Any information about this postmark would be greatly appted".
(Contributed by Mr. L. E. Britnor).

(The following extract from a letter sent to a philatgbarnal some
years ago would appear to afford an authoritative replit. Britnor's
query. Ed.).

‘It is some time since | last wrote you andéhfor the longest time wanted to
impart this small item of philately which may he pferest to some of my fellow
members.

From 1936 on through to 1941 | lived on a little Cay in thbd@na Islands. It was
Cat Cay, and is rather a famous resort for marlintand fishing. It is owned by
Mr. Louis Wasey and he has made a splendid and lovely Gaywhs once
nothing but coral and coconut palms. However, | am giotgrto sell Cat Cay. |
would like to tell you this little story which is absttly authentic. | personally
know these people.

On the more inhabited islands and cays that compriséaiama Islands the
Government in New Providence appoint men to the post t#ctots of harbour
fees, customs, telegraphic communications and in soses dhey dispense the
law. All these positions are filled by one man. so gan imagine they are busy
chaps. John Saunders was our official on Cat CaynTdmager of the Island was
Mr. Cook, affectionately known as (you guessed it, Cookikls daughter, Miss
Evelyn Cook, was his secretary and Mr. K. C. B. Smiths the architect in
rebuilding the Cay. Well, seeing that it was a fishers&@aradise and marlins,
blue and white, were the game fish, Evelyn Cook designedrlin head and K. C.
B. Smith sketched it out and it was sent to Nassau &ppeoved. The powers that
be gave it their blessings and it came back to Cat €ayrabber stamp, so as the
mail went out, Johnny emblazoned the marlin head ots#ege VI stamps. Of
course the mail was then transferred to Nassau arldtthes received the Nassau
cancellation, so if anyone has any of these cancstidps with the marlin head,
they will know they came from Cat Cay, a small pasadhat is half-a-mile wide
by three long. They also have an emblem on the Flalgeofsland that depicts a
cat standing on a cay. | believe the marlin head dtrleebeen discontinued since
the war, at least that is what John Saunders tellsl ingpe this is of interest.’
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BARBADOS

" | have made enquiries locally concerning the two queseed in
Bulletin No. 12 p. 6. and have obtained the following information which
| trust will be of some use:

With regard to Mr. Dickson's Registered Airmail coitds the practice
for the Parish Postmaster to write the registration mumin such
envelopes, in ink or in pencil, and on arrival at the G.Pthey are
backstamped. All registered letters were entereddrecords of both the
Parish Post Office and the G.P.O. but since the 16th Jah086 a record
is only maintained at the G.P.O.

The electric cancelling machine installed in April 1926 wuch Mr.
Britnor refers, consisted of six wavy lines with the data circle on the
left, measuring 20 x 20 mm. In 1946 another cancellor was added
consisting of seven wavy lines with the circle measuring 220 xnm.
There are two blocks: the date block sliding into a $lat and the wavy
lines are engraved on a semi-circular block. This ldtieck can be fed
into the machine with either the waves on top or on the bdttom.

(Contributed by Mr. H. Bayley - Barbados).

BERMUDA
A CONVICT'S LETTER FROM IRELAND ISLAND

" Ireland Island, at the western end of the chain ahid$ forming the
Bermudas, was chosen in 1810 as the headquarters of ttie Allamtic
Squadron of the Royal Navy. Work was started shortgratérds on the
construction of barracks, fortifications, warehouses, atter buildings
required at an important naval base. Until their htien in 1834, slaves
were employed for the manual labour under the direction of Britis
overseers. Between 1834 and 1842 very little progress was mada,
the latter year the naval authorities sent out from GBeaain the first
group of 300 of a total of 1500 convicts who were to work on the
construction of the naval base until 1863. The convicts, whe haused
in hulks anchored off Ireland Island and in buildings oraBdsland
nearby, were kept under continual guard and had no associatfothei
civilian population of Bermuda. In all, over 9,000 convictsevemployed
between 1842 and 1863, of whom over 2,000 died in the Islands. All but
one of the convicts were returned to Great Britain for thaease, the
exception being a certain William Facy, who was allowedséttle in
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Bermuda, opened a livery stable and was for a numheraog after 1842 a
contractor for the daily mail carriage from HamiltanSt. Georges.

Presumably, many of the convicts were illiterate, but fosétthat were
not and wished to write home about personal matters, §peitéa sheets
were provided. On the first page of these sheets was printeayrsive
script, the regulations governing the writing of letters dmnvicts, as
follows :

Convict Establishment,
Bermuda,

Convicts are permitted to write one Letter on reception and anotther etid of
three months. They may also receive one Letter (prepaidy &uee months
during their stay. Matters of Private importance to a Qbnway be
communicated at any time by Letter (prepaid) to the Govesn@haplain, who
will inform the Convict thereof, if expedient.

In case of misconduct, the privilege of receiving or writingedtdr may be
forfeited for the time.

All Letters of an improper or idle tendency, either tofrmm Convicts, or
containing slang or other objectionable expressions, will be ssggute The
permission to write and receive Letters is given to thevicts for the purpose of
enabling them to keep up a connection with their repectable Frietdisoathat
they may hear the news of the day.

All Letters are read by the Governor or Chaplain, and ripeidéegibly written,
and not crossed.

Neither clothes, money, nor any other articles, amvalll to be received at the
Prison for the use of Convicts, except through the Governor. ri3easiempting
otherwise to introduce any article to or for a Convict bable to fine or
imprisonment, and the Convict concerned is liable to be severely punished.

At the top of pages 2 and 3 is printed :

N.B. The Convict's writing to be confined to these two padesvriting to the
Convict, direct to No. .........

The example in my collection, incidentally the only conviatsel from
Bermuda known to me, is from No. 3366 F. W. Stewart to Wit.
Thompson, Inspector of Police, Banbury, Oxfordshire, anderos a sum
of money which Stewart claims his defence counsel is withiglfrom
him. The letter is addressed from the 'Medway' Convict Shigsaddted
November 27th, 1858. The date is repeated on the firste@yipgge, on
which appears also the initials of two persons, presumhaélZhaplain and
the Governor of the Convict Establishment. The letter was jokepd' in
manuscript in red ink being on the front, together withrapression in red
of the Crowned Circle 'PAID AT IRELAND ISLE BERMUDA'ral its
accompanying datestamp, in black, 'IRELAND ISLE=BERMUDAated
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December 2nd, 1858. Also on the front is the transit datestRAID
LIVERPOOL BR. PACKET' of December 26th, 1858, in red, thaletter
is backstamped in blue 'BANBURY DE 27, 1858'.

(Contributed by Mr. M. H. Ludington).

BRITISH GUIANA

"The following potted history of the T.P.O.'s on the DemeRixer
will, 1 hope, clear up the query which was raised at our imgéh
October 1956 in relation to the cancellations of this service.

The T.P.O. on the Demerara River, strictly the Lower Brama
River to distinguish it from the launch service on teper Demerara
River, was established on 1st March 1881 and originally ram fr
Georgetown to Lucky Spot on the Upper Demerara River justeab
Wismar, the present terminus and to which point it ramfi®01 and
where a post office was opened on 4th May 1897. The PomgeOff
Guide for 1884 recorded the times of departure and arrival atedst
that mails for Mallali and places above Lucky Spot wareveyed by
special mail boat. Since 1881 six different types of céatoeh have
been used by this T.P.O.

The Mail Boat service on the Upper Demerara River wstabéshed
on an experimental basis on 1st July 1881 between Lucky Spot and
Mallali on which day a Post Office was opened at therlat&lement.
The launch service was discontinued from 1st April 1882 as the
Contractor was unable to perform the service at the ejeced. Postal
matter for places beyond Lucky Spot was retained in thedystf the
Mail Officer on board the River Steamer and could be obtaored
application. The service was re-established on October 1st 1883, th
first T.P. Agent being Wm. Forsythe who conveyed the mails in a
canvas collapsible boat. By July 1st 1885 the renewed contrattefor
mail service to Mallali operated from Akaima which bytthime had
become the terminus of the Demerara River Steamer setidé87
the T.P. Agent was a coloured St. Lucian named Heshbon who used a
similar type of collapsible boat.

The designation of the service changed in 1896 from Mail Boat
Demerara River to Upper Demerara River Launch althoughghist
reflected in the cancellation used. Because of lack of trantgmilities
the mail service between Wismar and Mulluli was discomtthfrom
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October 1st 1929 and postal business for the district wandat to
from Wismar and Mackenzie Post Offices and the Postgngy at
Seba. The original cancellation is a 24 mm. D.R. withltmedate and
reads 'Mail Boat, Demerara River. My own copies ramgen fMay
17th 1888 to June 5th 1900. It was succeeded by a S.R. 28%2 mm. type
reading 'Mail Boat. B. Guiana' with three line date arithve copies
between September 19th, 1902 and March 2nd, 1922.

The T.P.A. service on the Upper Demerara River was relissiat
in February 1941 between Wismar and Mallali and Mr. Wreford
Allicock was appointed T.P. Agent. | have no evidence to stipper
issue of a date stamp to the T.P.A. in 1941. Whether it hasteder
continuously since then is also not certain, but it wesing in 1950.
From enquiries made locally | have been informed that adiately
prior to August 1952 the T.P.A. did not have its own cancellatimmF
that date however the rarely seen large S.R. 31 mm. typestate
with single line date and asterisk below reading 'T.P.O. Upper Dem R
Br. Gu." was brought into use."

(Contributed by Mr. P. W. Hosking).

JAMAICA
TEMPORARY RUBBER DATESTAMPS

"The searcher after truth, in no matter how humble aeplstumbles
into many a pitfall. 1 have been endeavouring to sort loeitdouble-
lined oval temporary datestamps of Jamaica to bring themsonee
sort of order but | am afraid | have found myself in s@onfusion. In
my view it is a matter for a High Council to decide weéhelassification
begins and ends so | offer you the results of my calipdfeihope that
they may be of some assistance. In the course of myrcbssaveral
guestions have arisen. For example does the lengtanoida’ really
matter? Or the height of the date or of the lettersesDiee addition of
'‘B.W.1." to 'Jamaica’ constitute another class? If hbek says the
datestamp is always in purple does it matter that isis faund in black
and in red? Should one seriously consider the distinctetween
italics and roman lettering?

There is no doubt that any efforts to classify JamaiBaDI's is bound
to run into trouble. Already there are some 43 classbt. Aguillar's
system and the '37' class alone is responsible for myediort to sort
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things out. You will note that Mr. Aguilar uses a seyfid to illustrate
his ' 37 ' but there are any number of sans-serif class&¥'us 'his

system. He has made some endeavour to sort out subsdlas3e by

the length of 'Jamaica’ but there are at least 4 genengbgyof lengths
and probably more. | hope that some member of the Cirgderbaps a
committee thereof, especially interested in Jamaica,take up this
research and provide us with a worthwhile solution to the enabl
Needless to say I, and | am sure many others, will be hiappgcept
any classification that follows a well thought out system ™.

Double Lined Ovals
Town above, Jamaica below, stars between, 48-52niile in purple or violet.

Length of Height of Height of Post Date of my example
Jamaica Letters Date Offices Type
22mm. 2%mm. 2%mm. Carmel 37a 1946
22-23mm. 25mm. 4mm Kclly (Kellv, 37c 1955
Kingston, Jav.)
King Weslon " 1954
25mm. 3mm. " Lancaster " 1952
" 2amm. " Barking Lodge " 1954
" " " Quickstep " 1952
27-28mm. " " Bogue " 1954
" " " Padmore " 1953
" Sanguinetti " Received 1954 (undated)
30mm. " " Devon Pen 37e 1953
" " " Lookout 37c 1953
St. Gregory " 1954
Spot Valley " 1953
In Black
30mm. " " Content Gap Received 1953 (undated)
In red
25mm. " " Tweedside 37 1949
Sans-serif Type
25mm. " 3¥amm. Bailey's Vale 37 1950
30mm. 3mm. 4mm. Epsom " 1951
25mm. " " Leeds " 1950
30mm. 2%mm. 3%mm. Mona " 1952
25mm. 3mm " Mt. Airy " 1953
27mm. " 4amm. Refuge " 1950
25mm. 2%mm. " Treasure Beach " 1945
Town Sans- Serif: Jamaica Serif
22mm. 3mm. 4mm. Content Gap 37b 1951(in black)
20mm. 4mm. 5mm. Dias " 1946
Town, Jamaica in italic Serif
27mm. 2%mm. 4mm. Mulgrave 37 1951
Town, '‘Jamaica, B.W.I." in Serif
35mm. 2%amm. 4mm. Grey Ground 37f 1955
37mm. " " Wareika 37h 1956

(Contributed by Mr. Harvey O'Connor).
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ST. CHRISTOPHER: THE MOTHER COLONY
(Concluded from Bulletin No. 11. p. 53).

"THE PROVISIONAL SURCHARGES." A tribute should first be
paid to those who have done pioneer work by their reseancteethe
settings of the surcharges employed for the issues from ©8B388. |
refer, of course, to Mr. L. J. Gilbert-Lodge, the late Bidward D.
Bacon. K.C.V.O., and the late Mr. Robert Blake Yardley. Their
writings dealt chiefly with the types of the 'ONE PENNrcharge
which have always formed an attractive feature of thengs of St.
Christopher. Unfortunately not much has been contributateniittle
'Halfpenny' surcharge, the 'FOUR PENCE' (in two lines) othen4d.’
of 1885 and 1886, and for this reason it is not possible to give a
complete account of these provisionals. It is hoped, howevetheby
combined efforts of those interested, that more up-to-datematamn
may be forthcoming for a subsequent issue of the Bulletins iiay
well be accomplished when material which is known to exridarge
connected pieces, finds its way on to the market and wthexay be
possible to provide confirmation of the manner in which these
surcharges were produced and applied. The notes which folloW on a
the surcharges is merely an attempt to summarise known asrdiedc
information and to interpolate, whenever possible, my own
observations.

In the absence of evidence to the contrary, it can bedstaat all the
surcharges were applied in the office of the St. Chrisomewspaper
"The Advertiser,” with the exception of the 'Halfpenny' loa bisected
1d. carmine-rose; this was applied in the Post Officeveaslissued in
April, 1885. This occurs twice on each 1d. stamp diagonally, the
surcharge either reading downwards or upwards (it is mmonsual to
see the upwards surcharge): the major varieties aravbgad and the
double surcharge. Accompanying this provisional was the 'FOUR
PENCE!' (in two lines) on 6d. green where two main varietiesrecihe
double surcharge, and the variety with a full point after waed
'PENCE.' Passing over for the moment in its corregtisece, the small
'ONE PENNY" (in two lines) surcharge, we come to the' 'ddJune.
1886. and it is recorded that five types were repeated, vartidalvn
the sheet. The double surcharge also appears in thisngpe \ariety
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without a full point after the '4d ": there is also adhiariety - with the
period at some distance from the letter 'd".

Now for the 'ONE PENNY' surcharges. In 1917*, the late RIrB.
Yardley acquired a complete pane of the %:d., surcharged 'ONE
PENNY", of 1886, and on making a comparison with connected pieces
and singles of the earlier 6d. green, of 1886, similarly surctiatme
arrived at the conclusion that the same setting was entployeboth
provisionals. He stated that the surcharge (presumably typénse
possibly a stereo) was in each case made up of mdessbattered
type, and that the defective letters occurred in the sasiggmoin each
provisional. It will be remembered that all the unsurcbdrgtamps of
St. Christopher were printed from one key-plate, of twetithes - in
four horizontal rows of five - the values being printed, frompasate
plates, in a blank horizontal space at the bottom oftéinepsdesign,
so that all the panes of stamps of all denominations are gfame size.

Mr. Yardley discovered that the defects which occurred in the
surcharges were common to both provisionals in the majoficases.
The ink employed for the printings of the surcharges @h Balues was
thick and cloggy, and this resulted in many instances inintke
protruding beyond the outline of the type.

Ten years latert Mr. E. D. Bacon (afterwards Sir Edwar@&ron)
drew attention to varieties of the provisional stamps whith
considered should be eliminated from the catalogue. Theofithese
was the 'ONE PENNY' on Y2d of May, 1887, without a bar across the
original value, of which he had for long had grave doubts: (tlis w
subsequently deleted from Stanley Gibbons' catalogue). SiarEdw
confirmed Mr. Yardley's statement that the surcharge 'ONENYE
with a period after the word 'PENNY" was from the easmtting as had
been used for the 'ONE PENNY' on 6d. of June, 1886, but that the
lettering of the surcharge on that stamp was not quite so wamdn
defective as on the Yd.; notwithstanding this it was easpldte
individual specimens by a sheet of 'ONE PENNY' on Y2d. Sirdedw
mentioned that the lettering on specimens of the 'ONE PENN?:don

* London Philatelist. Vol. XXVI, p. 214.
t London Philatelist, Vol. XXXVI, p. 75.
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without bar was of quite a different charactée type used for
the surcharge being new, the printing clear, and it did noésyond

with that on any of the 20 stamps on the sheet which he had for
comparison, evidence sufficient to prove that the specimé&hsut bar
were forgeries. The genuine 'ONE PENNY' on 6d. and 'ONENPE

on Y2d. usually have a continuous line drawn by hand in pen and ink
across the original value of each row of stamps on thetsheat
specimens of the latter exist also with a pen and ink fLlrawn
separately on each stamp.

In 1928* Mr. L. J. Gilbert-Lodge confirmed Sir Edward Bacon's
theory that the surcharge without bar through value waergery
beyond any question of doubt. Sir Edward had also drawn atteot#on t
variety without stop occurring in the 'no bar' stamp, althdug had not
seen an example at the time he had written his notes. Mr. Qilb#ge
stated that one examined by him in 1928 was of identical tygieetmo
bar' variety, and he considered it also to be doubtful. Sir Edweitef
doubted the genuineness of this value with inverted and double
surcharge and wondered if these were of the same typesdsrtery.

Mr. Gilbert-Lodge proved, as regards the invert, that it wabetame
type. Both these items have been removed from the catalisgder |
many years. ltis also of interest to record that the normaiage was
also forged extensively. Of the 'ONE PENNY' on 6d. greei8#6

with double surcharge Mr. Gilbert-Lodge recorded that he hadrne
seen a mint or a postally used example, but that he geskstsgo pen-
marked copies, dated 22-7-'86 and 28-7-86 respectively (in what
appeared to be the same handwriting). He knew also of twey oth
similarly penmarked copies, the position of the doubleharge being
similar. He ventured to suggest that possibly only one stetoubly
surcharged and although, perhaps, issued in the usual way, this
particular sheet may have been used for fiscal purposes ¢Atyone

time | possessed an example of the normal stamp wiimdar ms.
Date - though the exact day of the month escapes measmmie
wonders whether the normal stamps also may have been udestdb

as well as for postal purposes.).

sLondon Philatelist. Vol. XXXVII, pp. 187/188.
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We now come to the small surcharge 'ONE PENNY' on 2%d.
ultramarine of May 1888, one of the great rarities of BritisksW
Indies. Stanley Gibbons' catalogue lists this surchargeiag bmnilar
to Type 6 (their type) of the 'ONE PENNY' on %d., but let@rsn.
high, and 'PENNY" 12mm. long. It is difficult to reconcilestktatement
with the facts recorded that the 'ONE PENNY' on 2%d. wadegkin
from the same setting as that used for the 'ONE PENINYd. and the
'ONE PENNY' on %d.. and although | have not (and never shall
possess) an example of the 1d. on 2%d., the measurements of this
surcharge and of the former two appear to be identical {itie that as
far as this rarity is concerned | have been able only tasare the
surcharge from photographs of an unused copy - the only mfiar s
recorded - and a used example and photographs are ngsahva as
regards size, but allowing for this the measurements app@ae to
be identical). The surcharge, as one would expect, haygbartore
worn and only one sheet of 20 stamps is said to have beerdpsiiite
this surcharge; the original value in this instance vasancelled by a
bar. The rest of the stamps required in St. Christophdsaatime were
produced by surcharging the 2%d. with a larger type of 'ONENYEN
and this Sir Edward recorded was confirmed in an articleMbpy
Douglas Mackenzie in 1896, who stated that the Postmast&t. of
Christopher informed him at the time of issue of the ptathat only
one sheet of 20 was printed with the small surcharge andhees only
of the larger type of lettering with inverted surcharge (nitdeare
given as to how many sheets were printed of the normalagehh Sir
Edward re-affirmed his opinion that the bad state of ¢ttering in the
setting of the small surcharge of the 2%2d. was probablyetds®on for
the new setting with larger letters being adopted. At iome the small
surcharge, inverted, was included in the catalogue list, but awakis
proved to be a forgery it was subsequently deleted. The @NE '
PENNY" has letters 3mm. high and the word 'PENNY' measjust
under 15mm., the original value being cancelled by a pen and ink bar,
and as indicated in the previous paragraph there is only onéngenu
variety, the rare inverted surcharge.

In February 1890, owing to a scarcity of 1d. stamps, a small supply
of that value was borrowed from Antigua and used provisionalt.in
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Christopher, the 'Al12' obliterator of St. Kitts being usasl a
cancellation.

In 1891 a general set of Leeward Islands stamps superseded the
issues of St. Christopher proper, as well as of Nevis, @ lalit only
temporarily, of Antigua, Dominica, Montserrat and the Vir¢gslands;
of the latter, however, further stamp issues were in cqueary use
with the stamps inscribed 'LEEWARD ISLANDS .

These notes deal only with St. Christopher proper and nbtStit
Kitts-Nevis, as my collection is confined to the issues up8&0, but |
feel sure there are other members of the Circle who can contnilucte
valuable information on these interesting issues.

REVENUE STAMPS USED FOR POSTAGE.

In 1883. the 1d. lilac-mauve and 6d. green of Nevis were overprinted
'Saint Christopher’ (diagonally, in two lines). In 1888 1d. rose, 3d.
mauve, 6d. orange-brown and 1s. olive were issued with the auerpri
'SAINT KITTS NEVIS REVENUE' (in three lines) for use @ostage
stamps. Itis interesting to note that the 3d. comes anasv value and
the 6d. and 1s. are in different colours to the same vaised for
postage (1882-90 series), though the basic design remaisartte. |
have not so far come across any information about thas®st but |
have wondered why the 3d. value was printed in such smalislette
which leave a fairly widish white space at either side tbé
denomination, as the 1s. value with its extra letter is ptiimethe
normal size of lettering: perhaps some member can prdwdartswer

to this.

Advert

HARRIS PUBLICATIONS
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POSTAL STATIONERY. So far as is known there are no eopes
for St. Christopher. Details of the postal cards and regiglscare as
follows: Design with vignette of Queen Victoria with 'ST
CHRISTOPHER' above and value below, with inscription and
instructions in the same colour as the printed stamp. 1879, 1%d. red-
brown; this card also comes in a paler printing. 1882, 1d. rose. In
February 1883, the supply of the 1%2d. card was exhausted and the 1d.
was issued temporarily with half a 1d. lilac-rose, or a ‘gaken
adhesive attached to it, until a fresh consignment of 1%d. geads
received from England; (this no doubt accounts for ther gaiating,
unless this was the first printing (?).) In 1887 (or 1888) a design
appeared for the 1d. carmine and 1%d. dark brown, and in addition to
the single postcards, reply cards also made their appearthese being
perforated for separation by a wide form of roulette. (JMBens
records the reply cards as existing with and without acwest the 'E’
of the word ' RESPONSE ' ")

(Contributed by Miss Rose Titford).

VIRGIN ISLANDS

"I have in my collection a mint pair of the 1866 S.G.7. shgwin
'OWA' of papermakers watermark also a block of four whéetop
right hand stamp shows 'NS' of the watermark. | also havages
showing a watermark of a different type in a script f@asnopposed to
the lettering which is in clear and unmistakable bloclpitass.
Presumably the name is 'COWAN & SONS." Can any member
definitely confirm this? "

(Contributed by Mr. W. Frazer).

MISCELLANEA

ADVERTISERS: When communicating with any of our advertisers
Members are requested to make a point of mentioning our Bulletin.
BULLETINS : Copies of back issues are available agvt - Nos.
4-7 (1/6.), 8-11 (I/3d.) each post free. Orders should be addres$ed to t
Hon. Secretary accompanied by the appropriate remittance.
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OPINIONS SERVICE: Facilities are available for opims to be
given on most stamps of the B.W.I. group. A fee of I/- pamsgt is
charged. Members wishing to take advantage of thiscgeshould
send stamp(s) to the Hon. Secretary, enclosing thesitegdee and
stamped addressed plain (or registered) envelope. Every endealo
be made to return the stamps within seven days.

THE HONORARY SECRETARY'S PARAGRAPH

To each of us there comes a time when we like to solilequiore
often than not on past events, and in so doing it is natatl should
dwell on the gradual growth of our membership. Although it haanime
that more and more of my leisure is taken up | feelithdte success so
far achieved | have been well rewarded. A few days agoelived a
charming letter from a member - who wishes to remain anooy -
enclosing £20 as a contribution towards the Circle's funétapw all
members will join with me in expressing our sincere thdok$is most
generous gift. After due consideration it has been decidédhéhgum
could best be applied in improving our Bulletin and a modest amount
has been set aside to enable it to be printed entirely opager
commencing with this issue. In the past there have beessions
when an article would have been improved by an illustradiog, in
future, blocks will be made when the expense is justified. Wwkalb
members will appreciate the valuable support given by ouertislers
and it is with both pleasure and satisfaction that | qfrae a letter
from one of the first to give our Bulletin a trial as advertising
medium. He writes: 'Sales from this space compare \argufably
indeed with any of the big magazines with many times tloaileition.’
By the time this issue reaches you preparations will bé adetanced
for the 39th Philatelic Congress at HARROGATE (14th to IMdy)
and from the details given on p. 16 it will be seen that orgl€will be
taking a very prominent part in the exhibition that forpsst of the
programme. All being well | shall be attending as usuml ok
forward with pleasant anticipation of meeting some of oumbers
who reside in the North.

P.T.S
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STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS, 1956

INCOME EXPENDITURE
1955 1956 1955 1956
£ s d £ s d| £ s d £. s d
5 12 8 Cash at Bank 189 6(29 15 3 Printing 94 9 5
47 10 11 Subscriptions: 7419 5| 5 7 10 Stationery 138 9
12 1 2 do paid in advance 1B 6(15 4 8 Postages 189 10
0 O O Advertisers 67 5 0[13 4 6 Dinner Account 292 0
000 do paid in advance 10 0| 1 14 0 Bank Charges ns8 o
13 2 6 Dinner Account 2617 0 Subscriptions:
7 6 0 Sale of back issues of Bulletin 112 5 British Philatelic
Association £3 3 0
5 7 5 Commission, Donations, 3 6 3| 2 2 0 Philatelic Congress
and Opinion Fees of G.B. £2 2 0
0 0 0 Melville Memorial
Fund £0 10 6 515 6
1 16 3 Telephone & Travelling 4 1 1
Expenses
3 6 8 Hire of meeting room, Sundry 2 18 0
items, etc.
0 0 O Purchase of Books 22 5
0 0 O Insurance 212 0
18 9 6 Cash at Bank being surplus 48 16 1
for year
224 3 1(91 0 8 224 3 1

91 0 8

| have examined the above Statement
of Accounts and certify it to be correct
and in accordance with the Books and
vouchers produced to me.

A.J. BRANSTON, Hon. Auditor.
9th February, 1957

P. T. SAUNDERS, Hon. Treasurer
G. W. COLLETT, President.
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AUCTION GLEANINGS

H. R. HARMER, Ltd. Sale of Nov. 12th & 13th 1956levis, 1861, 1d., 4d, 6d.
and 1s. reprinted plate proofs in black, complete sheets of 12 of(édcHrom the
defaced plate)(13 10/ St. Vincent 1921-32. £1, S.G.141, o.g. from top of shé&at
17/6. Sale of Nov. 19th & 20th 1956.Dominica: 1923/7. MCA. £1, S.G.87, o.g.
block of 4, from right of sheef13 Grenada: 1904/6. 10s., S.G.76. 0.g. from top of
sheet with Control£6 5/-. St. Kitts-Nevis: 1923, Tercentenary set, S.G.48-58, (0.g. or
part 0.g.)E36. Trinidad : 1859, pin-perf. 6d. yellow-green, S.G.F4.0 10/- Sale of
Dec. 3rd & 4th 1956Bermuda: 1910-19, 1d. part o.g. vertical strip of three from
bottom of sheet, lower stamp double impressifh, 10/ British Honduras: 1888/9,
50c. on 1s., S.G.30, part 019 Cayman Islands 1932. Centenary set. S.G.84-95, all
0.g. or part 0.g£14 10/: a used set;13 10/; another set in 0.g. blocks of foli57
10/~ Sale of Jan. 7th & 8th 1957Cayman Islands: 1907, 5/-, S.G.16, part 0.§5
5/-. St. Lucia : 1882/84. 1s. orange, S.G.29, unusg€d.10/: St. Vincent 1866.
4d. deep blue, S.G.8, unusdi¥ 5/- Sale of Jan. 21st & 22nd 195Bermuda:
1938/53. 10/- green and deep lake on green, S.G.119, pafi8%~- Cayman
Islands : 1908. 2%d. on 4d., S.G.24, part 0.g.2) and£32 Nevis 1876. litho.. 1s.

deep green, complete o0.g. sheet of 12, with margins, No. 9 on sheet straatngf
‘crossed lines on hillE33

Adveri Adveri

C.G.ALTERSKYE F.W.COLLINS
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Adveri

BRIDGER & KAY, LTD
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