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PROGRAMME 1982

PROGRAMME

Sat., April 24th, 2.15 p.m. A.G.M. and Auction.

The A.G.M. and Auction will be held at the Bonnington Hotel, SouthamBimw,
London, WC1 4BH.

IMPORTANT
The A.G.M. and auction on April 24th will now commence at 2.15 p.m. ahd no
2.30 p.m. as stated in earlier bulletins.

Details of arrangements for viewing auction lots priorht® $ale will be found in
the catalogue. It will also be possible to view lots foowt 15 minutes immediately
before the sale.

May we remind members wishing to obtain a copy of the “BARBS POST
OFFICE MARKINGS TO 1981", to place their orders by 31st March, i8&®2der to
benefit from the pre-publication price of £13 plus £1 packing and postage.

DISPLAY

The following is an account of the displays given by Mr. JohiVides and Mr.
Graham Hoey to the Study Circle and Roses members at camvemtld at
Leamington Spa last October. We regret we were unable to include this isttissle
of the Bulletin.

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. A study of the period from 1883 to 1922.

Mr. de Vries explained that the prime purpose of his study had been to establish that
the De La Rue printings of the Trinidad stamps had been mathedts of 240 stamps,
made up in 4 panes of 60 stamps.

From the printings of the period 1913-22 many values and their shadeskown
in either sheets or large corner blocks with and with plate control numbers.dA note
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example was an interpanneau strip of stamps taken from a right hand posititreetf a s
of 240 stamps.

For this same period there was also shown values with plate control nurhbed*
“2”. From his study he believed that stamps printed from plate number “2” werkeon sa
in Trinidad from March, 1919. Mr. de Vries drew attention to whatdmesidered an
unusual item - a block of eighteen of the 4d value on lemon ygllaper with plate
control number “2”.

For the period 1901-09, items showing plate control numbers “1”, “2” and “3" were
displayed and Mr. de Vries explained how the De La Rue recordsedhbwat certain
values had been printed in sheets of 240 stamps.

From the 1883-96 issues various plate control blocks were displaizh
demonstrated how from the 18B8&itish Contract the newly printed stamps dictated the
use of the Crown watermarked paper that was 240 set.

Fiscal and revenue stamps printed from the Trinidad Postatgs gind overprinted
“FEE” and “FREE FEE” were shown and Mr. de Vries said he hadeen able to
establish the meaning of the overprints.

Some examples of the 1869 five shillings receipt size stamp were shown and Mr. de
Vries said he had so far been unable to establish a satigfastplanation for this
stamp’s purpose in use. It did however appear to be coincideatathie Telegraph
Service was introduced in Trinidad in 1870 and although this wasvateservice
operated by the West Indian and Panama Telegraph Company, Johiasdedhdered
if the five shilling stamp was possibly intended as a telegraph receipt.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE POSTAL ISSUES OF THE BAHAMAS

The display was intended to show only a few aspects of thextiofi, there being
no postal history or used material included. These were,yfirgil illustrate the
development of the postal issues of the country from the origesgin to the issued
stamps; to show a complete range of the U.P.U. “Specimens2pigsenting these
issued stamps in all possible cases by the “Specimen” $mtg, with some earlier
“Specimen” material and, thirdly, to show a small selectbrihe plate flaws and
varieties to be found on the various printing plates.

The Chalon Head series was illustrated by a range of DigffPlate Proofs, and
Colour Trials of the 1d 4d, and 6d. values. It included a block of eigBtG.1a with
parallel ink line cancellation used as a printer's specimemanuscript “Specimen”
overprints on S.G.5, 6 and 6a and the “Cancelled” overprints on theidates.
Positional blocks of the Plate Proofs and the issued stampgedithe re-entry on
stamp No.10 and the plate flaws on stamps 40 and 58, all of whiehcaestant
throughout the life of the plate.

The various Key Plate issues were represented by Q.V. Baofs and
“Specimens”; the original artist's drawing for the Ed. Vllussfollowed by the Die
Proofs and a range of Colour Trials; the printer's Sample f@iws, Die Proofs and
“Specimens” of KG V; and the KG VI issues perforated “Spemi”. This group
included all the known “Specimen” items prepared for issue to tRdJJalong with a
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complete series of the embossed Die Proofs and “Specimergriowerof the postal
stationery for all four reigns.

The Queen’s Staircase issues began with the ProgressivéPrDids of the
Vignette, followed by a number of the Colour Trials and inclualethe various errors
of the War Tax and Special Delivery overprints. Also shown \a#irthe overprinted
and perforated “Specimen” issues including the postal stationery.

The 1920 Peace Issue was shown by a series of Die Proofs, Colals,
imperforate and “Specimen” sets and all the subsequent coomatdra issues by the
sets overprinted or perforated up to the Victory Issue of 1948.

The display concluded with sheets showing the Die Proofs of kbethieran
Tercentenary and the Q.E. Il Coronation issues.

Throughout the display an attempt had been made to show only the uiterssal
omitting all the standard catalogue stamps where possibleeas tvould be well
known to most members of the audience.

As mentioned in the convention report votes of thanks were prpogeMr.
Bobby Messenger and Mr. Bruce Walker.

It was erroneously reported in the last issue of the Bultbiat the Leamington
Convention was held in conjunction with the Roses Caribbean P.Sevéis was in
fact organised by the Study Circle.

It would seem appropriate to mention at this point that theeRavill, in all
probability, be holding a similar convention in Leeds next Octalbehe Metropole
Hotel. We understand that Malcolm Watts has matters in handifimmuiblish further
details as they become known.

May we offer our congratulations to Frank Deakin on his VerMeitlal award for
“Barbados Postal History from the 17th Century to the 20#Xhibited at
PHILATOKYO ‘81 last October.

LITERATURE REVIEW

“The Development of Rates and Postage” by A. D. Smith (fascieproduction
by Quarterman Publications Inc.). (Originally published by GeortjenA& Unwin
Ltd. in 1917).

This is an historical and analytical study first written aaghesis for a D.Sc.
(Economics) and as such is seldom mentioned in any philatelic comimariy it is a
detailed and comprehensive study of the Rates of Postage fos, latte/spapers and
parcels in England, Canada, U.S.A., France and Germany but alscegh®lidor,
Local and International Rates. Packed with facts and extracets dfficial documents
(often in the original language) this is a work which serious stadwill find
fascinating. Although it does not cover West Indies it is, nesfke$ls, an extremely
useful and interesting book.

A copy is now held in the library.
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THE BRITISH WEST INDIES STUDY CIRCLE

STATEMENTS OF INCOME AND EXPENDITITURE

for the period 11th December 1980 to 31st December 1981

INCOME £ £ £ £
Subscriptions (Note 1) 896.83
less refunds 8.00 888.83
Donations — Auctions 561.71
Miscellaneous 14.49 576.20
Opinion Fees 6.00
Wine & Cheese Party 4.81
Leamington Convention 744 .57
Advertising (Note 2) 473.96
Sundries 1.10 2695.47
Sales
Bulletins 135.16
Binders 49.90
Paper No.5 57.75
Paper No. 6 36.00 278.81
Less Costs
Bulletins 10.40
Binders 41.85
Paper No.5 38.50
Paper No. 6 18.50 108.90 169.91 2,865.38
Balance - excess of expenditure over income carried down t
Accumulated Fund 191. 81
3,057.19
EXPENDITURE
Printing:
Members List 310.80
Convention Booklet 128.95 439.75
Bulletins (Note. 3) 1,140.25
less transfer to stock ~.18.151,122.10 1,561.85
Postages 313.78
Telephone & Stationery 60.94
Affiliation Fees 14.00
Room Hire 79.00
Library Additions 39.00
Sundries and Travel 18.80
Insurance 30.00
Leamington Convention 782.85
Envelopes (Note 4) 156.97
Wine & Cheese Party -
3,057.19

1788.63



THE BRITISH WEST INDIES STUDY CIRCLE
Balance Sheet
as at 31st December 1981

ACCUMULATED FUND at 1st January 1981 (Notes 5 & 8) £2,383.91
Less excess of expenditure over income for period brought forward 191 .81
£2,192.10
REPRESENTED BY:
Cash at Bank 383.85
Building Society Deposit (Note 6)  1,500.00
Cash Floats 90.00 1,973.81
Sundry Debtors 86.00
Stocks(Note 7)
Bulletins 205. 80
Binders 17.55
Paper No.1 (bound) 209.00
Paper No.l (Unbound) 142.00
Paper No.6 33.00 607.35667.20
LESSSundry Creditors:
Subscription received in advance 232.25
Convention refunds & repayments due 15.25
B. B.Benwell & Co Ltd (Bulletin printing) 227.50 _ 475.12,192.10

Notes to the Accounts

1. Some Subscriptions received in advance for 1982 and later yeabedra credited
as income for previous years and to correct this an adjustiras been made by
transferr of £51 from 1981 subscription income to Subscriptions ianagvsub-
account.

2. Includes £109.80 in respect of previous period not brought to account.

3. Includes £245.80 in respect of previous period and not debited therein.

4. These are for despatch of Bulletins and represent a supply fdrlgbissues. Being
items subject to damage it is considered reasonable to clwergetal cost in one
years account.

5. The Accumulated Fund at 1st January 1981 was represented by:-

Cash at Bank - General Account 1,335.02
- Publications Account 290.79
Cash Floats 60.00
Value of Stock held 698.10 £ 2,383.91

6. No account has been taken of interest earned on the BuildingySoetsit such
interest being payable on 30th September annually. The estimatedticlige to 31st
December 1981 is £13.87. The Balance accruing to the Publications Fund is £384.54.

7. With the exception of Bulletins all stocks are valued at pose. The current unit
cost per Bulletin is in excess of 40p but stock is a valued at 5p per copy.

8. No allowance has been included for the value of the librarghmsi currently
insured for £2,100.

6th January 1982 Signed: S. E. Papworth (Hon. Treasurer)
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| have duly endorsed the Statement and Balance sheets without material
modification. The following has been added:

‘I have examined the documents and books containing the Circles accounts and in my
opinion the statements of Income and Expenditure and the Balaeeé \8ith the

Notes thereto give a true and fair picture of the Cir@dfairs as at December 31st
1981.

Lastly , here is my Appended Report

During the examination of the books, accounts and papers | was much impressed by
the commendable care with which they had been set up and maintaihtteba reflect
considerable credit to the Acting Hon. Treasurer. In my opinioam,change in the
method of presentation from a simple Receipts and Paymeriteodn® that of
Statements and Balance sheets allows a wider, more detadeaiccurate picture to be
obtained as to the position of the Circle’s position and activities.

28th January 1982 Signed Alfred J. Branston

THE ANNUAL ACCOUNTS

Members may wonder why the method of presenting the Annual Accounts has been
changed and | hope these notes will provide you with any queries you may have.

The Circle has in the past followed a simple Receipts agthét#s accounting
method which is quite suitable for a small organisation wheyesarpluses made are
retained in liquid (cash) form, or where no trading for profit is undertaken whichgties
Capital for any period of time.

The Circle has reached a stage where its assets are hdrpatock, partly in
cash and partly in investment and the accounting method previously used can no longer
reflect each years activity, nor does it provide means til die¢ worth of the Circle at
a fixed point in time.

The accounts are therefore presented this year in the fortatefriients of Income
and Expenditure for the year and a Balance Sheet as at the enel yéar. The
Statements should only include the true revenue or expenditure adpplior the
period and thus not include such items as forward receipts e.gritibss received
in advance, or expenditure which merely results in the transference of aficassme
for (i.e. cash) to another (i.e. stock).

In making this change there are some one-time penalties.nibtipossible to
provide a full and exact comparative set of figures for theique year, although
where such figures can be given they are shown and can, of courbeckedcagainst
the Accounts previously published in Bulletin No.108 for March 198In¢)¢he new
accounting method has also meant taking some corrective, and thuecoming,
action in the first year as can be seen from Notes 1, 2 aodh® Accounts. If this
corrective action had not been carried out the year would ke evith a deficit of
£4.81p.

The two Bank Accounts previously operated (one for Publications and théasthe
General Purposes) have been amalgamated but as can be sedwofeo6 to the
Accounts the Publications Fund can still be treated as a separaté eptitgquired.
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In the past expenditure for items purchase for resale purposégdrasharged to
the year in which the expenditure occurred so effectively itvgrioff” assets of some
value. When these have eventually been sold - sometimesvadter three years - the
proceeds have not represented true income as costs have beed. iGodhermore the
accounting method could not include sums due or bills payable, ndnt ¢otake
account of Fixed Assets (if they existed) and other minorsitemech as cash floats. The
new accounting method overcomes these faults.

The main benefits from the change are that the Accounts will now presegsiiarcl
form the true surplus or deficiency made in the accounting pesod result of the
activities carried out, and show how the value of the €iclistributed. Eventually it
will enable the Treasurer to produce periodic Tables showingStheces and
Application of Funds year by year and so give very accuratemaftn to the
Committee to enable it to budget for future activities and events.

| must emphasise that these notes do not replace thetRédpahn will be made at
the Annual General Meeting.

BAHAMAS

In connection with Mr. William Hall's query about the Bahana@smail covers
addressed to Dr. Walter Hess, Bulletin N0.116 p 46, the only offieiethet was the
“FIRST DAILY FLIGHT/NASSAU TO MIAMI/1930". All the othes were made by
Dr. Hess for the covers he sent off to himself care ofouaripostmasters in the
Caribbean. Dr. Hess was the Colonial Surgeon in Nassau for many yearssaaigonsa
stamp collector. Covers to or from him, mostly “philateliafe known from the WWI
period to about 1930.

S.E. Papworth

Morris Ludington

BARBADOS

On a recent visit to Barbados | had the opportunity to bralweeigh a series of
copies of “The Official Gazette” held in the library of tharBados Museum. A chance
opening at the copy for the 18th April, 1874 was a lucky choice,ubecte
newspaper’s front page held a list of postal establishmentthaitdocations on the
island.

Two post offices, both unknown to me, were listed as SuburbanCrfost “A”
and “B”. They were both located within the outer districts afl@etown, Post Office
“A” on the Two Mile Road and “B” at Hothersal Turning. The pb$aailities at these
offices were not given, but it can be assumed that they were open for the sakagépo
stamps and acceptance of mail etc. The existence of thesbauliost Offices could
be one explanation for the usage of the different types of the nuonbeBootheel”
obliterator. Of the three types recorded, perhaps one was imtusiee G.P.O.
Bridgetown and the others at these Suburban P.O.’s. | could firecaa when these
offices were opened or the dates of their closures, the ruhef Official Gazette
being incomplete.



As a matter of interest, the locations of the other Poste3ffserving the Islands
population were given, Christchurch Post Office being situated at Mile Hillh&ip'®
at Six Cross Roads, St. Georgels Market Hill, St. John’s at Mount Collins, St.
Joseph’s aHorse Hill, St. James’ at Hole Town, St. Thomas' nearcBdltation and
Church, St. Andrew’s near Gregg Farm, St. Peter’'s at Speights Biwlnjcy's near
the Church.

It is interesting to note, on my visit to the island 107 yedter the publication of
the newspaper from which the above information was gained, th&asteOffices
serving St. Philip, St. Joseph, St. James and St. Peter still had the sdioe loca

Anthony Shepherd

BRITISH GUIANA

Replying to Mr. Goldblatt's notes on the “G.P.O. COUNTER” datest used at
Georgetown. | fully agree with his view that the G.P.O. countaksnwere (and still
are) used on general postal business such as receipts, parcels and oagiBtratatter
two instances show incorrect use, but this would be understanfiitdediatestamp in
guestion was the nearest or only instrument to hand.

I have only one cover (commercial) from Georgetown \pithtage totalling 14cts.
for surface mail to Manchester, England. The stamps being th@e261 and one
S.G.260 and all cancelled “G.P.O. COUNTER/19 NOV/1916” (Townsend ana: How
type GPO C1).

The other cancellations | have are either loose or on piece and alte\as: {

1 off 1c. Mar7 1914. S.G.259. 1off 6c. Oct29 1915 S.G.263
2 off 2c. Jun 10 1915. S.G.260. 1 off 12c. May 25 1914 S.G.264
2 off 2c. Aug 30 1916. S.G.260. 1 off 48c. Apr 251914 S.G. 247
1 off 4c. May5 ---S.G.261. 1 off 72c. Feb 9 1917S.G.268

It can be seen that in my collection approximately half tinealations are on low
values of 1ct, and 2cts. stamps. However, these have mainly betempbinilmultiples
to form 4cts. or above, which would confirm Mr. Goldblatt’s findings.

Michael Rego

BRITISH WEST INDIES

Further to the remarks of Mr. Fitzgerald in Bulletin No.108 p.8ndHewlett in
110 p.46, the following evidence may be of interest:

Figure 1 shows the SOUTHSEA cancellation. It is dat E
1898 and is from a cover in my collection. Figure 2 is copi af"—;';h._--' A
from the Robson Lowe sale catalogue of the G.H. Bouc f£ . . ,q’fl'l"l'::ih
collection on 9th November, 1949. Lots 673 and 675 cont
Virgin Islands stamps cancelled “A91". | could not obtain a cle



copy of the “A91” from Robson Lowe photo of lot 675, but it appédestical (five

comparisons with dividers) to that on the 1890 Leeward Islandsyinollection and

these were in use in the Virgin Islands at the same time.
Figure 2. WIRSIN 1SLAMNDS
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Figure 3 shows the “A91” on an 1890 Leeward Islands stamp. | F
inked over a Bank Xerox print. | do not think there can by any doubt l,p-_'.':_::—"____“
“A91” was in use in both locations at the same time. AQ

_

There is earlier discussion on this subject in Bulletin No.60 p. ==
March, 1969.
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B.W.I. General - Coils from Stamp Vending Machines

A few Bulletins back Simon Goldblatt amused us with hiswgits to arrange and
mount up some of the more exotic items in his collection. | woifithe has ever faced
the problem of storing a full coil of 480 stamps from a vendinghin@? A recent
acquisition of St. Lucia 1c. coil with its full coil leadéHustrated) stimulated my
interest in other coil stamps and made me realise thateadeome information has
been published on coil stamps of certain B.W.I. countries, no ang kmowledge has
tried to bring all the information together. The checklist below issaditempt to do so
and | should welcome information from members adding to weciing the listing. |
should add that the list does not cover the present reign.

5T LUCiA -
FOSTAGE & REVENUE  * &
1 ROLL OF 430 1 CENT STAMPS

Members might be interested in a few inexpert observations about the pnodifctio
coil stamps. Today a number of countries issue stamps printedl ifioren, but until
this reign all coils, to my knowledge, were pasted together §loeets torn or cut into
strips and bound by their end margins. This must have been ratheouabonless
some form of mechanisation was used. Has anyone any infomuat this point? The
only reference to the joinings process which | have seen invpamtRobert Devaux’s
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article on St. Lucia coils (West End Philatelist March-Apf63) which expressed a
tentative opinion that the stamps were more likely to beedagt by the printers than
by the local post office. If that was so, they must have Haukar package to protect
them in transit and | wonder if any have survived. One wouldasshiat a simple coil

would be made up from stamps of the same printing, but an exdraplapparently

been recorded by Dr. Fitz Roett of a Barbados %2d. joined pair \let&vo stamps

were of different shades of bistre. It is not impossible jthiaed pairs exist of stamps
of different perforation or of different colour, although thepwt of course be of the
same denomination. | would be interested to hear of joined \whese the stamps are
not identical.

One of the columns in the table below classifies the coitshatizontal or vertical
format. It would seem more efficient to split sheets along the longe(i &xisthat with
more stamps) in order to minimise the number of joins, although this has not been done
in all cases. Another consideration must have been the liisiraf using only one
size of vending machine; this explains why the Grenada large format stamysaoflG
GVI come in vertical strips for the Y2d. (a vertical format stamp) arnbiizontal strips
for the 1d. a horizontal format stamp). However, Br. Guianmsée be an exception
to this rule, since both my GVI coil pairs are verticahaligh the stamps have a
different format (perhaps they are not genuine!).

Despite the large quantities of stamps issued for sale in stangfing machines,
relatively few seem to have survived for collectors and sofrihe coils listed are
definitely rare. One reason is that the vending machines ofté&e iawn and many
stamps may have been damaged. Equally, unsold coils may have beegedewhen
the machines were phased out, although some could have been sdlteoveunter
which may explain the relative commonness of, for exampleGteaada 1936 coils.
At the same time, there must be plenty of coil stamps inbeeshcollections which
are unidentifiable as such. The only sure way of knowing that amedaftamps listed
come from a coil is to have a coail join pair (or strip), or a stamm fone end of the roll
with the coil leader attached. Even then, forgery cannot be rutedwother hazard in
the case of used cail join strips is that they might separate they are floated off a
cover. | should add that the great bulk of certain printings was usedifer with the
result that examples in proven sheet form are rare. The best kaseisgrobably the
St. Lucia decimal issues (perf. 14% x 14), but | suspect it s tale of the GV
pictorial coils of Grenada and St. Lucia. In no case, however, so far asnaae were
no copies of these stamps issued in sheet form (I have, donpdx, a block of St.
Lucia S.G.113a in my collection).

May | close by saying that the checklist below contains abeuraf assumptions
(most of which relate to make-up but in a few cases to tisteage of a value) which
are distinguished from recorded data by the use of parenthesemalttelumn notes
the source of the information and my acknowledgements go to thesers referred
to as sources - particularly those in the key at the érnileochecklist. May | also
express my sincere thanks to Tom Maxwell who was of giesistance in drawing my
attention to some of these sources.

Charles Freeland
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GRENADA
THE GRENADA TETE-BECHE ISSUE OF 1883
(continued from page 59, Bulletin No.111)

TABLE 3 SUMMANY OF PRINTINGS (AFTER EASTON; LONBON
PHILATELIST VOL. LXX)

Value Ist.ptg. Last ptg. Sheets of 60  Stamps Notes

1d. Jan.1883  Sept.1896 9483 568,990 Total 11 printings.

1d. Jan.1883 Dec.1885 2550 153,000 Total 3 printings.

2v4d. Jan.1883 Dec.1894 7572 454,360 Total 8 printings.

4d. Jan.1883  Sept.1888 2,034 122,040 Only two printings.

6d. Jan.1883 1,012 60,720 Not reprinted.

8d. Jan.1883  Nov.1892 1,104 66,240 1891 surcharges &
Postage Dues on
1st.ptg.

1/- Jan.1883 100 6,000 Not reprinted.

2nd.1d. Dec.1886 Nov.1895 18,226 1,093,560 Plus 400 specimens.

Total 42,081

To this sheet total must be added an unknown number of Grenada R8&temps
and the small printing of Montserrat Revenue Stamps. The RevdaogsSwere
printed in 1884 & 1887 and replaced by the Queen Victoria Key Tygtago &
Revenue stamps between 1895 and 1899. It we estimate the total shRetvenue
stamps at 20,000 then the total of 42,000 pulls from the Head-phatdl iwithin the
capabilities of a De La Rue steel faced electro. This$ssiming that only one pane of
60 sets existed and that electros were not made for each value.

HEAD PLATE FLAWS CONFIRMED IN FIRST PRINTINGS

4.6d.,8d., 1/- 37. 8d. (No cut left frame).
5. 6d., 6d. 39. 1d.
8. 8d. 42. 4d.

14. 6d. 43. 6d. (first state).

21. 6d., 8d. 49. 6d.

23. 6d. 50. 6d.

55. 1d., 6d., &d., 1/-.

UNITS NORMAL IN FIRST PRINTINGS
15, 26, 27, 28, 30, 32.

HEAD PLATE FLAWS FOUND ON REVENUE STAMPS
GRENADA: 1, 7 (first state), 21.
MONTSERRAT: 37.

ASSOCIATION OF HEAD PLATE FLAWS WITH ABNORMAL POSITION OF
WATERMARK.

It will be appreciated that each horizontal row of the phatk normally be
associated with either upright or inverted watermark. A fewngkas have been found
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where a unit has the watermark in the abnormal position (fouttig. The following
examples have been found. 21, 32, 43, 44 and 49/50 over 55/56 in a block of fiour wit
plate number. Where the unit is usually associated with atyarfieghe “GRENADA
POSTAGE" strip this association still occurs i.e. 43, 49, 50 in the above exarfipie

is to be expected if the explanation is that of inversiom@fathole plate on the paper.
The continued association would not be expected if the abnorataimark position
were due to inversion of a row of six Queen’s heads in the f@snepuld be possible

if the head plate was not a single unit as | have postulafeghage 427 of the De La
Rue History). The block of four described above would require imresf two rows

of Heads while leaving the “GRENADA POSTAGE”" strips unchanged.

| will now consider in more detail some of the flaws. Onéhef problems of this
issue is the size of the printing plate; was it of four pasestated by Bacon and by
Charlton? Or was it of one pane only? | will try to pregbet evidence bearing this
question, but | cannot pretend to have solved it. Charlton stateth¢hpliate numbers
occur twice on each pane in both top and bottom margins. Moreowaich¢hat the
plate numbers could be plated. To me one of the problems i§ theg studies the
diagram of the sheet Crown over CA paper as illustrated itaggwsStamps in the
Making (Melville) there is not enough room for the two setauwhbers in the margin
between upper and lower panes. This is confirmed on the stampsimynarg the
position of the number in relation to the letters of “CROWN AGENTS".

Stamps can only be allocated to a pane if the sheet margitactied and stamps
printed on all four panes of the paper certainly can be found. Mgri@atvhich can be
allotted to a pane is listed below:-

14d. 2 complete panes of 60, both lower right.
Block of 4, 5/6 over 11/12, upper right pane.
Block of 4, 49/50 over 55/56, lower left pane, watermark inverted.
Block of 12, 19 to 24 over 25 to 30, upper right pane.
4d. Block of 4, 1/2 over 7/8, upper left pane.
Block of 12, 1 to 6 over 7 to 12, upper left pane.
8d. Pair, 2 over 8, lower left pane.
2nd. 1d. Complete lower right pane.
Pair, 18 over 24, upper right pane.
Pair, 42 over 48, upper right pane.
Block of 4, 37/38 over 43/44, lower left pane.
Block of 4, 53/54 over 59/60, lower right pane.
Single, 5, upper right pane.
Single, 56, lower right pane.

My list of flaws on the Head plate is as they occur on thelaight pane sheets.
There is no doubt that all four quarters of the paper werk Usall the material listed
above from other panes the same flaws are found on the ekpmiteMoreover no
example of a “new” flaw, i.e. one not on the lower right panefoasd, as one might
have expected in the production of four panes from a master.
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Returning again to a comparison of the two panes of the Y2d., afladions in the
positions of the strips have already been detailed - one coostder units 7 and 31
which show additional new flaws on Pane B as compared with Pane A.

No.7 shows an additional new curved scratch from the shading behind the neck into
the S.E. corner. The two blocks of the 4d. both show the firgt, stad they are both
upper left pane.

No0.31 has a prominent cut in the right ornamental panel, not on Pdhegems
reasonable to regard Pane B as later than Bs&he missing) There is nothing to
suggest that the variations are due to more efficient meddy on Pane A. In his
article in the P.J.G.B. 1953 Mr. Charlton illustrates the sectagk ©f unit 31. In the
text he mentions the cut panel and states that it occurs on “the bottdraridfpane on
all values”. | have only found it on the %d., 2%d. and 1887 1d. Assuming Mr.
Charlton’s statements are correct, we have the extraordgitagtion where a flaw
occurring in two states on one pane, occurs in the laterastattleast one other pane,
and in all values some of which were not reprinted!

Unit 55 also poses some problems. It is the first stamp itaterow. It occurs
therefore in the lower left plate number block. Its interest In the combination of
progressive flaws on both head-plate and “GRENADA POSTAGE” strip. ¢arstider
the head-plate - the first state is best recognized byhadirgy flaw near the S.E.
corner ornament. The irregularity of the top right frame is diffito identify in single
copies. The second state shows a clear break in the right frame slighthtbelcentre
of the sixth diamond from the top. It varies in clarity witlking. | have the first state
in 1883 printings of 1d. 6d., 8d., and 1/- and in a used %2d. of uncertain efife (€
postmark? 1888).

The second state is on both panes of %2d. (lower right), %d. (lefteitlvo copies
of 8d. mint (with marked wear of letters) and the lower right 887 1d. If four
panes existed, how does one explain the presence of the sedendnhstao panes;
unless of course a second set of panes was made after thepomre of the later
stage.

Considering now the “GRENADA POSTAGE" strip. This has alredmhen
described, and it is emphasized that the weakness of the baselafehé involves
particularly the “P” of POSTAGE which is shortened and pointieeljower bar of the
“E” of “POSTAGE" points down and is usually broken on the togaser of the end.
Mr. Charlton mentioned and illustrated the marked state of wéch apparently
occurs only on the 8d. value. His explanation that “it is likbbt printing started with
the halfpenny value, and finished with the One Shilling, so that weald be greater
with the higher values”, is at variance with his earlierestent that “it was necessary
to make a new electro for each value”. All my copies from bothsstdtte head-plate,
with the exception of the two 8d. from the second state, shoeady but variable
degree of wear. It will be noted that the copy of 8d. from the first stalbe dfead-plate
is from the first of the two printings of this value and does not show the markedfstat
wear of “"GRENADA POSTAGE". If confirmation of the idefytiof the two units is
required, it will be found in the value strip where there is amon the inside of the
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“C” of “PENCE” near the top. It seems probable that the kedrwear of the
“GRENADA POSTAGE" strip occurred during the second printing of théalue in
November, 1892. After this date there were three printings eacte étdh and 2%2d.
values. Copies of these values from unit 55 dated 1894 onwardd Wweubf great
interest. As | doubt whether separate electros were madmadhbrvalue, the fact that
the marked state of wear has not been reported on the Y2d. and 2%sl.cealdebe
explained by the replacement in the forme of this single “GRENAOSTAGE”
strip. The only other unit in this strip showing an abnormalityd$8 where the base
of the “E” of “"GRENADA” is short and weak.

Weakness of the base of “GRENADA POSTAGE” is found on at lemastother
unit and must be distinguished from unit 55. | refer to unit 4 in theowpof the pane
and therefore with upright watermark. The watermark will noyrag! inverted on unit
55. The thinning of the letters involves “GRENADA POS”, partidyldhe “D” and
usually leaves the “AGE” normal. Unit 4 has a dent in the righthé and | have this
flaw on both lower right panes of %d., 4d. (upper left pane), 6d., 8d. and 1/-. The
weakness of the letters is associated on all except 2d. pane B and 4d.

The position is further complicated by:

a. A copy of %2d. dated June, ‘95 with inverted watermark, a norghdlframe but
the typical “GRENADA POSTAGE” weakness.

b. Two copies of 2%d. with inverted watermark, normal frame ang marked
weakness of “GRENADA”. The bases of the “G” and “D” are ptetely
missing. The dates are June ‘92 and February ‘93. In each the ss@iried to
the fraction-bar of the value.

I do not think that there is any doubt that a and b are both exawniftlee thinning
usually associated with unit 4. The flaw on the value of the 2%d. sperrdt plating,
which would be of great interest. It will be noted that theeecaly two “single” strips
in the forme and the possibilities for exchange are limited.bbittem strip, of course,
has the watermark inverted.

Further evidence to suggest that the printing forme was of 60 a2d@anultiples
i.e. one pane of 60, not four panes, can now be mentioned.

In De La Rue History, page 342, in discussion about the size ofitfireab order it
is stated:- “these calculations proved to be based on sHet2® onultiples, and the
quantities were consequently doubled with consent of the Crown Ageotsiskethe
sheets contained 120 (sic) multiples”. The last figure of 120 ioobli an error for
60. Mr. Easton in the London Philatelist, Vol.LXX, page 15 in hisutatons of the
guantities printed refers to “a forme of 60 multiples, not invoiced”

The method of perforation confirms a sheet of 60, not 240. Arckbhwith margin
will be found to be imperforate in the left and top margins. In 18#8,La Rue
installed new comb machines gauge 14, which gradually replaceddtt&omerset
House machines. The new machines perforated two vertical Imeakei margin
between right and left panes, thus eliminating “wing margins”. Theee fiae
horizontal holes of perforation between these two verticasliof perforation. The
Grenada sheets are usually guillotined through these horizorgal hblave one block
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in which the right hand vertical line of perforations is gtittsent. This block is units
5,6/11,12 i.e. the upper right corner of the pane, and the marginal watermark shows that
it is printed on the upper righgane of the paper. We know therefore that the new
machine, capable of perforating at once two panes printed sglddyywas being used

to perforate the panes singly. It seems most unlikely thtte iforme contained more

than one pane, the panes would have been guillotined before perforation.

The Plate Numbers

Mr. Charlton stated that the sheets of 240 stamps were divitedbur panes of
60, each pane had the plate number twice in both top and bottom maidjithe&a‘the
plate numbers themselves can be plated, and allocated to their correch @ositpane
by the slight irregularities in shape of both the numbers and ritlescin which they
are contained”. | cannot confirm this opinion. The numbers abthdiffer from those
at the bottom but | cannot separate those from upper or fmavers. For example the
numbers at top of upper left pane appear the same as thos¢opt dfiche lower right
pane. Curiously | have not found any plate numbers from the baifoiine upper
panes. | have already said that there does not appear to be room for two sets & numbe
between upper and lower panes. | wonder if the sheets were divided before printing, the
horizontal guillotine being just below the frame watermarktf@ upper pane, thus
leaving no room for plate numbers at the bottom of the upper panes of paper.

VARIETIES ON THE VALUE STRIPS
A few of the more prominent varieties are:-

%.d. Missing foot of the left vertical of “N” of “HALF”, unit 48.
1d. Broken second “N” of “NNY”, unit 22.
Notch at junction of top and stem of “Y” of “PENNY”, unit 18.
Broken “N” of “ONE”, unit 34.
2%d. Small 2 joined to fraction bar.
Break in fraction bar near top.
Thickened top of large 2, broken small 2.
Break in top of large 2.
8d. Sliced top of “El" of “EIGHT”, unit 8.
Marked thinning of top of all letters, niatter stage of 8.

COLOURED FLAWS ON THE HEAD PLATE
Only two constant colour flaws have been found:-

2%d. A small dot of colour joining the fifth and sixth lines of shadingthe neck
almost at their left ends. Unit 32. Not present on either %2dt, dhgteis faintly
visible on the lower right pane of 1887 1d. | have no examples of unit 32 on other
values.

6d. A dot of colour in the lower left corner ornament, in thece between the inner
vertical frame and the triangular coloured device, at the tgryof the triangle.
Unit 28. The flaw is not present on %2d. and 1887 1d. Such a flaw could be due to
the temporary adherence of a foreign particle to the platepdtiele would be
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removed when the electroplate was cleaned before printing anatlver The
existence of the flaw on one value only therefore would noessarily be
evidence in favour of separate electros for each value.

The answers to many of the problems posed by this issuenijlicome with the
examination of more material. It is hoped that this artiélestimulate other collectors
to examine their stamps of this issue. | would be obliged iffartfier information
could be passed to me for assessment and recording.

Russell Jones

JAMAICA

Below are two reduced Xerox illustrations of the very own “OFFICIAL,”
overprint. It is stated in all books that no varieties exist and yet theg&iatedo vary
in length and very slightly in type. Measured with calipers thgiral enlarged
photograph shows a differential in length of 2mm. and allowing for the enlargeraent th
right hand example is about 1mm. shorter than the left. The tyfeeedife is not so
apparent in the enlargement - or could it be wishful thinking?

| have sorted through several hundred copies of the overprintedsstardg find
that | have the two lengths in all values.

Robert Swarbrick

ST. LUCIA (B.W.I)
THE PROBLEM OF THE KEY PLATE by S.F. Cross-Rudkin

In the key and duty plate types of the majority of values of many coloniesKi.
V to Q.E. issues, careful examination often discloses a doutfliagart of the design.
This may be found as doubling of letters, of a frame line {ateside or both left and
right together) or even a shadow effect where doubling of the monarch’s heasl occur

The effect is not unlike re-entering, but re-entries do not oeithrthis method of
printing.
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Many philatelists have been intrigued by this problem and soneedgo it was
brought to the attention of Mr. Robson Lowe who sent the proldévir.tivan Knops,
a former master printer with Messrs. De La Rue. He kingljie@ in the terms of the
letter below:

May | reply to your letter of 4th regarding the ghost doubling dterlpress
stamps. Simple but difficult to explain.

As a boss, quality-controller, or what you will, | would mark the fault ¢himé& and
leave it to the printer to correct as best he could. | amhginterested in what caused
the fault if he could not cure it. Let us therefore reconstituetcircumstances that
would produce such a fault.

A perfect print in letterpress is dependent on the correct pressure betweeanuape
plate (assuming the plate has been inked properly). Correcupréssot just overall,
but point to point. General pressure is controlled by “underlByat is pieces of paper
- down to tissue - under the plate to bring the surface to ggmefdé. Point to point
pressure is controlled by packing under the printing blanket, i.e. the rodened
piece of material on which the paper is laid before it come®ntact with the plate.
This is “overlay”. All this is known as “make-ready”.

However, and this is where the difficulty comes in, a stop resgjdiar less pressure
than a solid. Slightly too much on a stop (surrounded by nothing) wid gh
exaggerated edge line; too little on a solid (1/16 inch away fhenstop) will give a
mottled appearance. Remember, in those days the blanket (see above) wasweamny
The thickness of paper variedor - 10%. The machines were good if they were to
5/1000 inch tolerance. | later insisted on 1/1000 inch tolerance qmithiag surfaces.
Anyway, the printer struggled on with tiny pieces of tissue, spit and cow gum.

However, and here’s the rub, after a few hundred sheets all tharatka make-
ready would - irregularly - compress or collapse. Locaustdjents were needed
throughout the run. Pieces to fit the profile of a portrait orropfzets of individual
stamps were added. If gum was used to stick the bits on, tharyed there. But gum
has an overflow edge which can itself cause trouble. Spit wak fvetter. Each time
the printer had to lift the blanket to adjust the “overlay't¢h@as a danger that a piece
of spit-stuck packing mould move. They were pretty skilled, but sorestit might
happen.

In the case in point, the carefully cut packing of the solid tdethef the portrait
has moved - say 1/16 inch. The edge of the solid is good and hard. Eudayes axe.
Behind the edge insufficient pressure gives a ghost image.

You will readily understand that such faults could be anywhere andny
direction. Only the best printers were on stamps, and they were pegttyMadst of the
faults were eliminated (taken out) in the examination, but yeilsdalways spot the
one that got away.

| only hope all this is of some use, and is neither too boring nor involved.
Yours aye.
Ivan.

19



A number of students had been hovering around the right solution and here we have
confirmation from the man who really knows, the man who arashe spot. It is a
delight to find professionals who take our hobby seriously and suctcéingeration
is greatly appreciated.

The above article first appeared in the December 1979 isstleedPhilatelist and
provides the answer to David Birley's St. Lucia problem p.59eB0lINo.110. It is
reproduced here by kind invitation of Peter Collins, Editor of The Phéateli

TURKS ISLANDS

In the September, 1981 issue of the Bulletin Mr. Louis E. Zell atkait the
earliest known letters from Turks Island.

| have one dated 8th August 1811, addressed to Bermuda and endorsed “P.
Schooner Hussar / Captn. Whitney”. There are of course no postahgsaof any sort
as there were no post offices in either colony attthie. There is no notation of the
date of receipt, and | have not yet checked the Bermuda newsfaptrs date of
arrival of the “Husaar”, so do not know when the letter reached Bermuda.

| also have another letter to Bermuda headed “Salt Cay, 2dn3egt 1833" and
endorsed per “Fame /Ca(pt.) Place”. The letter is addresséthrtolton and the
“Fame” must have entered St. Georges where the letteposasd at the P.O. for there
is a “3d” in black in manuscript in the upper right corner of tloatf This was the
inland postage, charged to the addressee. A manuscript note on trstateskhat it
was received on September 26th and was answered on November 5th.

| too have a letter to the United States, but it is twosykder than Mr. Zell’s. It is
from Salt Cay and dated 4 September 1837 and is addressed tceReceyi®Rhode
Island. No ship’s name is endorsed on it but it has a clear “NEMRK SEP 25"
datestamp and the handstamp “SHIP” (twice, one inverted) akdn The rate in
manuscript purple ink is “20c”, 10c Ship Letter and 10c to Provideodse tollected
on delivery.

| have found that letters from 1842 on are considerably morstifplein
comparison to these early letters, though even they are rare.
Morris Ludington

In reply to Charles Freeland’s article on B.W.I. watermarketias in Bulletin
No.110, | find | have Bahamas S.G.98 (2/-) inverted; St. Vincent (%&d5)47
reversed; Turks Island S.G.120 inverted.

John H. Challis
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NEW MEMBERS

BAYLE, M.R., 5, Bowbank Close, Tunstall. Sunderland. Tyne & Wear.
Interest: not known.
COHEN, Christopher, 17, Goathland Rd., Stenson Fields, Derby, DE2 3BW.
Interest: St. Vincent stamps and postal history.
JOBNSTON, J.R.V., 241, Tinshill Rd., Leeds, LS16 7BU.
Interest: Leeward Islands, Nevis and St. Christopher.
NATHAN, Derek Maurice, 7, Cromford Way, New Malden, KT3 3BB.
Interest: British Guiana stamps and postal history
SHEEN, Keith Gordon Francis, 8, Filbert Drive, The Paddocks,
Tilehurst, Reading, Berks., RG3 5DZ.
Interest: Bermuda covers before Q.E.II
SLINGSBY John, (Dealer in Fine Stamps) 3, Alexandra Rd., Bristol, BS8 2DD.
Interest: not known.
SMITH, Derek C., 10, Muriel Rd., Beeston, Nottingham, NG9 2HH.
Interest: St. Vincent from 1861, stamps, specimens and p/h.
SMITH, John M., Bishops Stortford.
Interest: Bermuda.

DECEASED MEMBER
BISHOP, C.W.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

BARNETT, C.F.R., c/o 12, Eureka Rd., Kingston 5, Jamaica, W.I.

LESLIE, G.F. 278, Ralston St., San Francisco, California 94132, U.S.A.

MUSHLIN, B., c/o N.P.S. 1, Whitehall Place, London. SW1A 2HE.

SMITH, M., 10, Claremont Rd., Rother, Sunderland, Tyne & Wear.

TYLER, J.S., 105, Burnham Green Rd., Burnham Green, Welwyn, Herts. AL6 ONH.
WALKER, W. Danforth, P.O. Box 1422, Springdfield, VA 22151 U.S.A.

WIKE, R., 20, Isherwood Close, Cinnamon Brow, Fearnhead, Warrington, WA2 0DJ.

RESIGNED
CRIBBS, W.D., DOOLITTLE, F., DREWETTS, S., PAYNE, D.D., SANDFORD, P.

The following members have not paid their subscription for 1982 and are tkerefor
dropped from membership.

BROOKS, D.: DEAN, B.: EDEN, O.K.: GOULD, M.: GROUP, R.E.
KILBRIDE, J.A.: LAYHAM, A.H.: NORMAN, B.: PARKES, S.E.
ROBERTS, L.: STYLLIS, P.: WILLEM, MRS. L.H.: YOUNG, J.A.
ZAHNER, D.D.
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OPIMION SERVICE
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Facllities are svallable for opimlons to bo given on mosk
stamps of the Bow,.1, Growp {or whick o Ted of TOp pur soenp
or cover g charged®,  Bembors wishing to take advantage

af Cthlias sorvice sbould mopd the mismapie)d of covords=) to Che
Hom. Segretory esolosing & femirciged Tor the approprlots
for lagether with en sddressed envelope (Ataeped sdditionzlly
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caollectively oF individuolly, can be held responslble for
the loas or damsga of amy Ltoms or for sny oplmion expreseoed.
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