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BRITISH WEST INDIES STUDY CIRCLE

OBJECTIVES

1

TO promote interest in and the study of the stamps and postal history of the islands that comprise the British
West Indies and in addition BERMUDA, BRITISH GUIANA (GUYANA) and BRITISH HONDURAS (BELIZE) and
the Postal History and markings of all other Caribbean territories during any period that they were under British
administration or control, and those British Post Offices which operated in the Caribbean, and Central or South

America.

2 TO issue a quarterly BULLETIN containing articles, items of interest and other features of BWI interest.
The BWISC BULLETIN was presented with the ABPS Specialist Society journal Award in 2004.

3 TO encourage, assist or sponsor the authorship and publication of definitive handbooks, monographs or other
works of reference appropriate to the aims of the Circle. The BWISC has published over 20 books or Study
Papers over the last 12 years, some of which have received prestigious awards.

4 TO hol d an

annuall

auction for the sale of member s 6

Normally, prior to the auction, the BWISC holds its Annual General Meeting.

5 TO organise occasional display meetings including a biennial weekend Convention and bourse.
This offers further opportunities for members to buy and sell material.

6 TO maintain an internet website where information about Circle activities is publicised and where much other
relevant information is posted.

7 TO maintain a specialised library from which home members can borrow books.

Opinions expressed in articles in this Bulletin are those of the authors
and not necessarily those of the BWISC, its Editor or its Officers.

OFFICERS & CONTACT DETAILS

Web Site: www.bwisc.org

Founder:
President:

Vice-President:

Vice-President
and Web-Master:

Chairman:
Secretary:

Membership Secretary:
Treasurer:

Editor:
Librarian:

Publications Officer:
Publications Sales:

Public Relations Officer:

Committee:

Auditor:

North American
Representative:

Study Group Leaders:

P.T. Saunders, FRPSL

Graham Booth, FRPSL: 30/31 Augusta House, 66 Marine Parade, Worthing,
W. Sussex, B11 3PY Tel. 01903 821842, e-mail: cgboothl@btinternet.com

Simon Goldblatt: 81 Chancery Lane, London, WC2A 1DD
Tel. 0207 222 5828 (H) 0207 832 1132 (W) 0207 353 3978 (F)

Steve Jarvis, FRPSL: 5 Redbridge Drive, Andover, Hants, SP10 2LF
Tel. 01264 358065, e-mail: info@bwisc.org

Peter Ford, FRPSL: Box 665, Ctra. Cabo la Nao 1 Pla 116, Loc 4, 03730 Javea,
Alicante, Spain Tel. 0034 966 472 158, e-mail: peterf@bwisc.org

George Dunbar: 7 Keith Road, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire, CV32 7DP
Tel. 01926 315793, e-mail: secretary@bwisc.org

Steve Jarvis, FRPSL: i see above

Ray Stanton: The Old Rectory, Salmonby, Lincs., LN9 6PX
Tel. 01507 533742, e-mail: ristanton@tiscali.co.uk

Terry Harrison: 7 Braemar Road, Lillington, Leamington Spa, CV32 7EZ
Tel. 01926 312176, email: editor@bwisc.org

lan Jakes: Beaumaris, 4 Rectory Road, Old Church Warsop, Mansfield, Notts,
NG20 ORU. Tel. 01623 842095, e-mail: jakeslaw@btinternet.com

Peter Ford, FRPSL: i see above

David Druett: Pennymead Auctions,1 Brewerton St. Knaresborough, HG5 8AZ
Tel. 01423 865962, e-mail: pennymead@aol.com

George Dunbar: i see above

Charles Freeland, FrRpsL (Past President), Nigel Chandler, FRPSL,
Peter Fernbank, FRPsSL, James Podger, FRPSL, Simon Richards

John Davis, FCA, FRPSL

John Seidl: 4324 Granby Way Marietta GA 30062 USA
e-mail: john.seidl@gmail.com

Listed in June 2011 Bulletin and on the Web Site

Printed by Sarsen Press, Winchester
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SOCIETY PROGRAMME OF EVENTS & INFORMATION

MEETINGS & EVENTS

Wednesday 14 to Saturday 17 September 2016 b Autumn Stampex, BDC Islington, London, N10 OQH
Saturday 17 September, Informal Study Circle meeting & displays at 2pm.

Members are strongly encouraged to come along to this informal meeting. These meetings are always
a pleasant and relaxing opportunity to get together. If you can, do bring a few sheets to display.

Thursday 13 October 2016 The President of the Royal Philatelic Society has asked Michael Medlicott
tomount a solo display to the Society. He has chosel
subject and would greatly appreciate the support of Circle members able to attend.

Subject to any last minute changes Michael intends to show, Antigua, British Guiana, British Honduras,
Dominica, Grenada, Jamaica, Leeward Islands, Montserrat, Nevis, St. Christopher, St. Lucia, St. Vincent,
Tobago and Trinidad. Two other members are scheduled to show Jamaica jointly in 2017, so Michael will
try to avoid overlap with their chosen material.

Saturday 15 October 2016 Circle table at Scotex, Dewars Centre, Glover Street, Perth, 10amb3.30pm.
(http://www.spta-scotex.com/)

Wednesday 8 March 2017 Richard Maisel will be presenting his Br. Guiana at the Collectors Club in New
York

Saturday 22nd April 2017 AGM and Auction at Grosvenor, 399b401 Strand, 2nd & 3rd floors, WC2R OLT

Saturday 14 @ctol®u20ly 8WISAGonvention at The Abbey Hotel, Redditch, Worcestershire,
B98 9BE.

BWISC displays to local stamp clubs

BWISC is now receiving regular requests to provide displays to local stamp clubs. This year we have
displayed for Loughborough (Peter Fernbank, lan Jakes, George Dunbar) and Barnet (Dunbar), with
forthcoming displays at Telford 12 September (Dunbar), Nottingham 23 September (Fernbank, Jakes,
Dunbar), Coventry 11 October (Terry Harrison), Amersham 27 October (Dunbar, Jakes, Harrison) and
Banbury 1 November (Harrison).

Those named are handling requests in the Midlands and nearby, but it would be useful to also build
up a list of members willing to display on behalf of the circle in other regions. Richard Stupples has kindly
offered to do this in the Bristol area. Indeed, Richard and, | know, many other members are already on the
ABPS list of available speakers and are actively displaying. If you would be willing to display in this way
under the BWISC flag, please let me know (secretary@bwisc.org). An arrangement with two or even three
speakers sharing the evening can work well and broaden the interest. Do also let us know if you have
recently given a display or have one coming up. Leaflets and membership application forms can
be supplied for you to take along.
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MICHAEL HELLINGS

We have learned with regret of the death in late May 2016 of Michael Hellings, whose membership
of BWISC reached back more than four decades. Yet for most of that time he was content passively
to enjoy his Circle membership, and it was only in the last ten years of his life that he began active
participation in the annual auction, which he thereafter took up with characteristic enthusiasm.

For it was enthusiasm that Michael brought to his major interests b to his pride in his Cornish heritage and
background, to his passion for rugby, as a performer of skill and ability in his playing days, although this

was to engender a physical disability that found him all but housebound in later life. His collections
extended to books, to archival material and other memorabilia of Cornwall, and if movement was restricted
his mind was overflowing with activity and memories.

He enjoyed a long and happy marriage, with the unbroken physical care and support for his many interests
of his wife, Jenifer, who survives him. Philately, by no means confined to the West Indies, helped to keep
him in touch with society and the world. Mobility took a minor place, in a life that was led to the full.

Simon Goldblatt

WORLD STAMP SHOW, NEW YORK, POST-MORTEM BY CHARLES FREELAND

The US Stamp Show that is held every ten years took place in New York from 28 May to 4 June. Typically,
our US hosts hired an enormous hall (the Javitts Centre that covered four blocks from 34™ to 37" Streets).
Its sheer scale put the Business Design Centre that London is now using to mount major exhibitions
to shame. There were almost 700 competitive exhibits comprising over 4000 frames, more if you include
the 200 odd literature exhibits and the 100 or so invited exhibits or Court of Honour, hundreds of dealers
and auction houses and dozens of specialist societies with manned booths. Most of these took the
opportunity to organise specialist meetings in the downstairs catacombs, and | went down there for several
convivial events. The BWISC shared a booth with the BCPSG and the Bermuda Collectors Saociety (BCS)
and used that opportunity to recruit 4 new members and sell around £1000 worth of our books. Activity
around the hall seemed pretty lively and all the dealers | spoke to seemed satisfied with the business that
they were conducting, which augurs well for the future of our hobby.

Although prebregistration for the show needed a certain amount of time, unregistered persons seemed to
find no impediment to entry and the first thing we saw as we entered the hall was a whole pile of free
brochures that included in 80 pages an exhaustive list of all the exhibits, events and dealers and where
to find them all. There was also a more substantial catalogue at $10.

The exhibits were laid out in long rows in a side hall, excellently lit (remember Washington and London?)
and very clearly numbered so finding a particular exhibit was a doddle (although possibly a longish walk).
9 of our distinguished members competed and their awards were as follows, though as always some were
disappointed:

Championship (not scored) Boylan St Vincent De La Rue period, already a three times Large Gold winner,
was wonderfully presented and had been substantially reinforced since | last saw it in 2010 in London.
However, it had no chance in the Grand Prix race against the big hitters from US, UK and China (for the
record a Panama exhibit won the overall Grand Prix and Mongolia the Grand Prix International).

Large Golds Darryl Fuller (Leeward Islands Postal Stationery) and Richard Maisel (The early sailing ships

of British Guiana). Darryl 6s award was no surprise
in 2010 and Melbourne in 2013 (now intot he Champi onshi p, Darryl ). But
achievement as it was a first time entry and mor ec

as it allowed Richard to exclude the Cotton-reels but it plainly benefited from the inclusion of a number
of prominent rarities ex the Foxley collection.
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Golds David Pitts (Bermuda Postal History: Forerunners to the UPU) and Graham Booth (The Postal

Hi story of the Cayman I s). There was a f rxhibithadmeen f s

downgraded from the LG it won in Rio to G, but we were told it had been docked 5 points for including the
five Postmasters which were strictly not Post al
Our President Graham Booth, however, would have been delighted with another G as it justified his recent

Hi s

decision to sell his stamps and beef up his postal

in Jamaica used in Caymans, with all the marks shown including no less than three nice boxed Cayman
Bracs. Not quite in the class of Richard Maisel
classy.

0Ss ‘

Large VermeilsOur Ot eamd won 4 | arge vermeil s. David Cor dc«

Bermuda exhibits (5 frames of large keyplates replete with proofs and flaws and the single frame Docks)
were unable to get those couple of extra points needed for G but this was an international where he was
up against the O0bi g boysadV forkis BahamastastalrStationesy, bsiloup withim
an amazingly short time and based originally on

Others among our members played a prominent role in the exhibition. Peter McCann was Jury President
while Bernie Beston, Dan and Pat Walker were among dozens of Jury members, while long-time member
Steve Schumann was Commissioner General. Peter Elias had two minor literature exhibits, one
in electronic form and Stefan Heijtz won a well deserved LV for his extraordinary collection of Puerto Rico

ned
our

Post al Hi story, as well as showing 3 invited frames

. PHILATELIC . o
“"“,%'{,5,‘“&%%5%" BCPSG If there was a surprise omission, it was that

BATIH WEST MO STOY L bt Her Majesty the Queen had no invited exhibit,
apparently because of an inability of the
organi sers to accept
valuation.

So far as the meetings were concerned, there
was an interesting one day seminar organised
by Colin Fraser and Richard Maisel for the
BCPSG, while both the BCPSG and the BCS
held their AGMs during the week. Attendance
at both was patchy (nothing like the 30 odd
attendance at our April AGMs) but there were
no auctions to attract members. In fact | found
the BCPSG attendance in particular rather
disappointing with many prominent members
not making the effort to attend the show (but
the US is a large country). On the social side,
there was a dinner in Central Park organized
by the RPS where several of our members
including our President and Chairman, Steve
Jarvis and Simon Richards wined and dined
in grand surroundings, as well as sociable

Photograph courtesy of Paul Ramsaroop. dinners for the BCPSG and BCS.

Study Circle President Graham Booth with
Ann Wood, President of the Guyana Philatelic Society
at the combined BWISC, BCPSG and Bermuda Collectors
Society booth during the World Stamp Show.

Finally, the US organisers worked hard to keep the show in the public eye. The inverted Jenny was a big
feature with one of the actual Jenny aeroplanes on display in the forecourt and the finest graded example
of the stamp on sale at a Siegel auction on the first Sunday when it fetched a staggering price of $1.35mn
plus taxes. There was also a presentation to hand over to the APRL a notorious inverted Jenny, one
of a block of four stolen from the APS in 1955, which had recently been identified after being consigned for
sale to Siegel. The story obviously caught the attention of the media, as several camera crews were there
from the likes of Fox and CNBC.
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BRITISH WEST INDIES OFFERS FROM STOCK

ANTIGUA. 18821 d t op marginal Pl ate 62 &GRBNADA k895dlf strip 8f four, neatly cancelled by
with é6detached triangled (R. FE258)STUGEORGE® dc .md ng. &GC22&.950 .£170nus

BAHAMAS. 1862 6d lavender-grey. Very fine unused. JAMAICA. 1949 £1 Tobacco Growing in marginal imprint
An extremely rare stamp. RPS Cert. SG 11. £5500 block of four. Unmounted mint. Scarce. SG 133a. £200

BAHAMAS. 1942 5/- on thin, striated paper in block of four. NEVIS.1884 4d grey twiitdn@lded acRed/ 3)
Very fine mint and extremely rare in multiple. SG 155a. £2750 Very fine mint and exceptionally fresh. SG 31a. £650

BARBADOS. 1852/55 (no value) slate-blue. A complete sheet ST. VINCENT. 1883 4d ultramarine blue with watermark
with full margins. Very fine mint. Exceptional piece. SG 5a. £1400 reversed. Very fine mint and perfectly centred. SG 43x. £450

B. GUIANA. 1898 2c Jubilee with watermark reversed. ST. VINCENT. 1898 DLR Die Proof for QV 5d Duty Tablets
Very fine mint. SG 217x. £350 i n black on glazed card dated27625

B. HONDURAS. 1888 50c on 1/- grey in block of four. TURKS ISLANDS. 1 8 8i16 6on 1d v(Brandil®.al pair
Very fine mint. SG 42. £150 Very fine mint (lower stamp unmounted). SG 17/18. £100

CAYMAN ISLANDS. 1905 1/- block of four including the TURKS & CAIC0S.1918 3d marginal pair wi
6slotted framed (R. 1/ 4). Ver ¥250 i overprim dontie. Verk fine M. Rarepjece. S&EG454. 2 . £375

The above is a selection from my extensive British Commonwealth stock. All items available on approval (subject unsold).
Major credit cards accepted. lllustrated lists on request (please advise collecting interests). Wants lists invited.

MARK HARVEY

P O BOX 50, HASLEMERE, SURREY, GU27 1WX, UNITED KINGDOM
Tel/Fax: (01428) 642702 Int: (+44) 1428 642702
e-mail: mark@surreystamps.com

Book REVIEW BY CHARLES FREELAND

UPU Specimen stamps 1878b1961 by James Bendon,
published by Oxford Book Projects, Hardback xii + 524 pages + announcements
available from James Bendon at www.jamesbendon.com Price: £85.00 plus p&p

James Bendon has long beent he -t o de al er edfspecimes items; éspetiallysin the last 20

odd years for issued specimens that bear receiving authority marks. This sizeable book is an enlarged and
considerably extended version of Jamesd 1988 book
no longer priced as in the previous book but it has been significantly enhanced by many splendid colour
illustrations that probably account for half the extra 300 pages. This makes it far more readable than the
previous rather dry listings of all the UPU specimens despite the fact that they provided valuable
information on the specimen obliterations that each bears.

What | found most useful were (a) the extensions to the opening chapters on the UPU and its processes

and (b) the five detailed annexes. Thefirstof t hese reproduces Méareakingsarticksa mu e
in Stamp Collectingt hat record all the uncancelled stamps in
the numbers of specimens circulated each year by the UPU, similar to the earlier Appendix A but
extensively extended and now up to 1961 compared with the previous end date of 1929. So anyone writing

a comprehensive handbook or preparing a stamp exhibit containing UPU specimens needs to refer to this

list and as an author | frequently do. | referred most often in the previous book to the exact dates

of accession of our individual islands to the UPU but this list has now been updated to recognise the dates

on which the newly independent countries, including all the BWI countries, acceded to the UPU, while

other Appendices present similar useful facts.

I warmly recommend this book to authors and exhibitors, serious philatelic students or those who have
a specialised interest in UPU specimens.
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JAMAICA AND

Mi chael
emai | ,

by July 1971.

Fig. 1 Irwin TRO*(1) 7 10 & 30 January 1963
60J AMA | -ABgpélt!

Typos are fairly rare but, as human beings are involved, do occur. | can think of an unissued Trinidad New

Birmi ngham, i nisictr isbheodu,| d6é WA L | cFoQuR Nsl eS db e( eFni

TRINIDAD UPDATES

| t on
t he

Ha mi
wi t h

has

simpl e
TRO*(1) dated 30 Jan 1963 i it reads JAMAIACA at the base! (Fig. 1) This canceller was issued three
weeks earlier on 10 January 1963 and as far as is recorded was replaced by TRO*(2) on 19 July 1965.
(Fig. 2). That was replaced by TRO*(3) on 22 May 1967 and finally a steel instrument sSC was in use

IRWIN

‘(10 JAN1963 ) *

2
4Matach W2

but was never used.

Fig. 3 Trinidad i CALIFORNIS NB* - PR.

Another offending Jamaican TRO* was From GRANVILLE and issued on 7 November 1949 (Fig. 5)
T it reads GLANVILLE! It was replaced by a denticulated tTRO in July 1951 (Fig. 6). Another tTRO which
has been noted was for DUMFRIES T misspelt DUMPHRIES and reported by Blackburn in 1946. If you

30 July 19587 typo

have a copy | would welcome a scan.

incorrectly

Fig. 5 Jamaica i GLANVILLE TRO*
- ERD 7 November 1949 i misspelt

di scovered
message,

a bad

6 OMG©O :

By DAVID HORRY

ot
I

ypod on
di dnot

Fig. 2 Irwin TRO*(2) 7 19 July 1965

6J AMA | pekt orrectly

Fig. 4 Trinidad i CALIFORNIA NB* - PR.
21 September 1959, 21 January 1960 - typo corrected

4
7

7/

o

G

vy
AALALALL L,y

RANVIL LE“\’\,“E

12DEC 1951 )

/o

\\\ S
A\ #

Vv v v Y

Fig. 6 Jamaica i GRANVILLE tTRO*
- 27 September 1951 7 corrected
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Fig. 7 Ashley Postal Agency, in Clarendon Parish, 2015 Fig. 8 Jamaica i ASHLEY TRO*(1) - 9 May 1950
i miles off the beaten track

Another scan | am looking for is from ASHLEY a pretty remote and scarce office (Fig. 7). The TRO*
in question is unlike TRO* (1a and 1b) issued 14 April 1949 (Fig. 8). It apparently has ASHLEY italicised
and was thought to be a fake or Aguilar confection. It is dated 27 January 1950.

Ashl ey was provided with a 6Registered6 Oval i n
(Fig. 9). This is only one of two known Aguilar covers that bear an RO making it very rare.

Eo F' A‘ ;‘Vll“\l{

P®0. Box 406

KINGSTON, JAMAICA,

Fig. 9 Jamaica i Ashley RO* on Everard Aguilar cover - 17 May 1952
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I am presently writing a book on the mysterious
be published by the BWISC. Last year many of you sent in your dates for the ROs at these 28 offices T a
great help. lan Potter, Tom Foster, Bob Topaz and Clint von Pohle all wrote about these strange devices

and the lack of information about their origins. Quite a few covers have come to light and all but Buff Bay,

Lucea (Lucy), Tower Isle and Williamsfield are very difficult to find. If anyone has any further examples

there is still time to include them in the book.

The 11 ROs, from the early fifties, on Trinidad covers are very hard to come by and again if you have any
please let me know - bearing in mind that East Dry River, Les Efforts and Maracas Road are common but
less so on early covers. Mucurapo is rare indeed! Any Caratal, Charlieville, Clark Rochard, Cocoyea,
Di amond or Point Cumanas in your collection? 16d

Finally, has anyone got a Trinidad b Fishing Pond Skeleton (Sk) June 1952. (Fig. 10) Jim Gordon of Bristol
Tennessee had one; however | do not know what happened to his collection after his death three or four
years back.

Fig. 10 Trinidad i Fishing Pond Sk 16 June 195271 very rare

| can be contacted on horry@talk21.com or through Michael Hamilton.

BRITISH GUIANA

PosTAL STATIONERY CARD BY TREVOR BUCKELL

UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION ===

BRITISH GUIANA 6 GUYANE BR '.;mw -l 9
Post Card.

r 3 1 y y
Only the adaress to be writlen on lhis side.

ADDRESS

I am looking for any comments or information on the postal stationery card shown above.

As can be seen it is a Higgins & Gage 1 card but overprinted as H & G 6. | have several copies of H & G 6
so am able to confirm measurements are correct as H & G 6. This overprinting on this card is not listed
in Townsend & Howe or Higgins & Gage.
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JOHN & MARK TAYLOR

Turks & Caicos Islands

19181 War Tax 1d. Rose-Carmine & 3d. Purple on Yellow

| mperf. pairs from the O6PI at e
Both with RPS certs.

Email: markjtaylor@btinternet.com
Tel: 020 7226 1503 Fax: 020 7359 7456
P.O. Box 37324, London N1 - 2YQ

g% Murray Payne Ltd

British Commonwealth ¢

DOMINICA § DOMINICA

Yy

.

[ L,“}"\V”d:—,i_iﬂ‘ ,{f‘:t\”l‘( I
S\, )
Dominica SG 136a 1951 5ct Bermuda SG 110-21s/CW SP1-16 Grenada SG 163c/CW 24
New Constitution corner block 1938-53 set of 16 perforated 1943 10/- perf 12, excellent
of four, R9/2 showing clear SPECIMEN Type B9 or D20. colour and lightly hinged; a
J for C in watermark. VEM £1300 well-centred ‘jumbo’ example
VFUM £450 with part imprint. VFM £375
Murray Payne Ltd, P.O. Box 1135, Axbridge, Somerset, BS26 2EW, U.K. STANLEY
www.murraypayne.com info@murraypayne.com Tel: +44 (0)1934 732511 Fax: +44 (0)1934 733498 GIBBONS

Part of the Stanley Gibbons Group plc
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ST VINCENT

REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE

Roy Bond, Russell Boylan and | are writing an update to the 1971 handbook by Pierce, Messenger & Lowe.
We are appealing for assistance from St Vincent specialists, notably for scans of the ex-De La Rue essays
for the 1907b11 Arms design or any other important proof and essay material, consignment data and
printing numbers for the GVI period definitives and commemoratives and the plate numbers seen on the
GVI definitive sets in addition to those listed in the attached table. Please reply to the editor

or to charles.freeland@hotmail.com

KING GEORGE V1 PLATE BLOCKS

BY CHARLES FREELAND

1938-47
SG No. | Value Colour Frame Plate No. | Vignette Plate No.

149 %d | Frame deep blue-green, Vignette deep blue Blank Blank
150 1d | Frame lake-brown, Vignette deep blue 2 Blank

1d " 2 3

1d " 2a 3a
152 2d | Frame Black, Vignette green Blank Blank
153 2%.d | Frame green, Vignette blue-black Blank Blank
153a | 2%d | Frame brown, Vignette green 1 Blank
2Y2d " la Blank
154a | 3%d | Frame blue-green, Vignette blue-black 1 Blank
3%d " la Blank
155 ed Frame lake, Vignette black Blank Blank
156 1s | Frame green, Vignette purple Blank Blank
157a 2s6d | Frame blue, Vignette red-brown 1 Blank
2s6d " la Blank
158 5s " la Blank
5s " Blank Blank
158a 10s | Frame brown, Vignette violet 1 Blank
10s " la Blank
159 £1 | Frame black, Vignette purple Blank Blank

FINE STAMPS AND POSTAL HISTORY FOR COLLECTORS

AL

ALLAN LEVERTON

PHILATELIC ADVISOR

Letters c/o FA.A.OA.

4 St. Jame SWI4®qu

Tel: 0208 998 9363

Answer Phone available

AL
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KING GEORGE V1 PLATE BLOCKS

1949-52
SG No. | Value Colour Frame Plate No. | Vignette Plate No.
164 1c | Frame green, Vignette blue la la
164a 1c | Frame black, Vignette green 1 1
1c " la la
165 2c | Frame black, Vignette green 1 3
2c " la 3a
2c " 1 4
2c " la 4a
166 3c | Frame scarlet, Vignette green 1 Blank
3c " la Blank
166a 3c | Frame purple, Vignette orange 1 1
3c " la la
167 4c | Frame black, Vignette green la la
167a 4c | Frame green, Vignette blue 1 1
4c " la la
168 5¢ | Frame purple-brown, Vignette green la Blank
169 6¢c | Frame purple, Vignette orange 1 1
6C " la la
169a 6¢c | Frame scarlet, Vignette green 1 Blank
169a 6¢c | Frame scarlet, Vignette green la Blank
170 7c | Frame blue-green, Vignette blue-black 1 Blank
170a 10c | Frame blue-green, Vignette blue-black 1 Blank
10c " la Blank
171 12c | Frame lake, Vignette black 1 1
172 24c | Frame green, Vignette purple 1 Blank
24c " la Blank
172 48c | Frame purple, Vignette blue 1 1
173 48c | Frame purple, Vignette blue la la
173 60c | Frame blue, Vignette red-brown 1 1
174 60c | Frame blue, Vignette red-brown la la
175 | $1.20 | Frame deep-green, Vignette scarlet 1 1
176 $2.40 | Frame brown, Vignette violet la la
177 | $4.80 | Frame black, Vignette purple la la
1951 NEw CONSTITUTION
184 3c | SG 166 o/ptd 1 Blank
3c " la Blank
185 4c | SG 167 o/ptd 1 1
4c " la la
186 5¢ | SG 168 o/ptd 2 Blank
SC " 2a Blank
187 12c | SG 171 o/ptd 1 Blank
12c | SG 171 o/ptd 1 1
12c " la la

Articles wanted for future Bulletins

Anything West Indies related considered
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Stanley Gibbons
Auctions

Next sale is August/September 2016 featuring Bermuda

>

pl=( POSTAGE )i
7

T 227 L3 .

Iy

For a complimentary catatlogue, contact from Ryan Epps repps@stanleygibbons.com
or Andrew Ellis aellis@stanleygibbons.com or call 020 7836 8444

Est 1856

CIBBONS S o

+44 (0)20 7836 8444

AHCILI.U”Q www.stanleygibbons.com
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TRINIDAD

ORINOCO LINE (PART 2) BY MICHAEL REGO

In 1862 the CGT (French Line) made their first Atlantic crossing St. Nazaire to Martinique. Steamship
services were gradually opened up in the Caribbean with the aid of Postal Agencies in the French Consular
Offices. Venezuela had French Line agencies at Carupano, Porto Cabello and La Guaira.

There Atlantic Line-D in 1892 from Bordeaux sailed for Santander - Port a Prince - Fort de

France -
Trinidad - Carupano - La Guiana - Porto Cabello - Savanilla - Colon.

PUEE;@?:EE%@;LLI e S S e s S e e e e e e

vz (UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE)
j&'ESTADUS UNIDOS pe VENEZUELA
TARJETA POSTAL

Ciudad Bolivar to Barbados

i

ﬁ"‘ (Faz destinada al sobrescrito) ( Coté réservé a Iadresse)

i
At Trinidad the Post Card was | | © //;’M_ - ?, : :
transferred to the RMSP West | | P - e
Indies Inter-Island Service to il ”C%,"'”’ rézz
Barbados.

ﬁ‘r_ TS e e e e e e e e e e e e e e T iiié&u';,@ﬂ?g:@iﬁf

[

2 May 1896, 10c UPU Post Card rate, Ciudad Bolivar to Barbados.
Possibly private delivery, as no postmarks are visible.

Ciudad Bolivar, situated on the right bank of the great Orinoco is approximately 230 miles from the Atlantic
Ocean, and is the commercial and trading centre of the territory covering more than half the area
of Venezuela. The Orinoco delta extends to the boundary of British Guiana on the south to the shore
opposite Trinidad on the north. It takes 8 hours by steamer each way to go from Ciudad Bolivar to San Felix
its sea port. Port of Spain, Trinidad is the point of trans-shipment in and out, and in 1917 more business
was transacted than that of the capital, on account of its greater proximity to rapid sea communications.

NIVERS

Via Trinidad and Barbados

i
39 days transit o

& ¥ £ Kt —‘:_ it
“oINTON POSTALE UN

ELLE)

I <\,‘ I :.‘\

DOS UNIDOS pe VENEZUELA

TARJETA

0STAL

25 May 1897, 10c UPU Post Card rate, Ciudad Bolivar to Danish West Indies
Cd. Bolivar (25 May), St. Thomas (3 Jul), Christiansted (3 Jul).
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Cavendish House
153-157 London Road
Derby DE1 2SY

Over 60 years’ Service to Philately

September 2016 Auction

The Cavendish Gallery
7 Princeton Court, Putney
London SW151AZ

Fine and unusual British West Indies including a further portion of the Derek Seaton Jamaica.
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Derby - Phone +44 (0)1332 250970

www.cavendish-auctions.com

stamps@cavendish-auctions.com

Fax. +44 (0)1332 294440

Consignments welcome for our 2016/17 sales. Please contact prior to sending, James Grimwood-Taylor, Bob Unwin, Greg Spring,
Andy Donaldson, Scott Treacey or Ben Palmer.
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At Trinidad the Post Card was transferred to the RMSP West Indies Inter-Island Service to St. Thomas,
then a Danish vessel took it to Christiansted.

Not all the early mails from the River Orinoco ports were destined for the UK, much of the remaining
material was for Europe, mainly Germany, France and Italy, and later after WWI for USA.

Early Venezuela mail for
overseas destinations often
transited Trinidad for fast
despatch to Europe and

~ (UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE)é

ESTADOS UNIDOS DEVENEZUELS ol North America.
j TARJETA POSTAL
(Faz destinada al sobrescrito) =————— (Cbté réservé a ladresse) : 3 June 1889’ loc pOSt
card, La Vela, Venezuela
to Paris. Le Vela (3 Jun),
o Caracas (5 Jun).
o~ / A / 7 {4. 1
RAMON GURIEL COUTINO (yz// /. [l
=1 iHHF1
EJFETEECETTETEEE_F-‘ I I EEEEEEE s
p - Cachet of John Neilson Harriman & Company, Port of Spain.

The firm were situated at 2 South Quay
until 1896 when they moved to 61 Marine Square.

I e A e i e e i e e e e o e Ay e ey e g e e e e e e T

g //' I“"/ e //,,(. 27
(UN!UN POSTALE UNIV[RS@LE

SEEERE

SISl

S

T i e WM%

§
\g

Transit 17 days.

6 Sep. 1894, 10c postcard, Valencia, via La Guaira and Trinidad to Paris.
Valencia (6 Sep), J. N. Harriman cachet, Colon A St. Nazaire Line-A No.2 (7 Sep), Paris (23 Sep).
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In 1898 the Orinoco Shipping & Trading
Company started a steamship service between
Trinidad and Ciudad Bolivar with a regular
fortnightly Mail and Passenger service, which
at Trinidad connected with the RMSP Company
for West Indies Inter-island and Atlantic
steamship communications.

However, the service was persistently
interfered with by the Venezuela government
who changed rules to meet their demands. The
final straw was when repeated revolts took
place to control the goldfields in the Ciudad
Bolivar area, which resulted in bandits taking
over control of the steamships.

STEAMERS BOLIVAR AND DELTA.

Orinoco Steamship Company, Bolivar and Delta at Port of Spain Jetty, ca.1897

STEAMER BOLIVAA,

Orinoco Steamship Company, Bolivar at Port of Spain, Trinidad, ca.1897

The Orinoco route takes in the following towns;
Palmar, Moitaco, Maria Luisa, Mapire, Las Bonitas,
Caicara and Cabruta.

On 22 March 1900, while in service the Bolivar was
taken by force on her regular schedule voyage with
mail and cargo, at the mouth of the Macareo River.
Under government orders, the vessel was engaged
in transporting troops during the days of 22 to 30
March, then later released.

On 12 December 1898, all the shares of the Compania General Venezolana de Navegacion were acquired

by the Orinoco Shipping & Trading Company.

In 1888 the Guide to Trinidad lists two firms
operating from Port of Spain to Ciudad Bolivar.

(1) Orinoco Line; Trinidad Agent, E. Lee, King
Street, Port of Spain. The steamer Bolivar
leaves Trinidad twice a month, going up the
Orinoco as far as Ciudad Bolivar, connecting
both as regards arrival and departure, with the
RMSP Company.

(2) Ciudad Bolivar Line; Trinidad Agent, E. P.
Masson, South Quay, Port of Spain.
A steamer travels to and from Carupano,
Ciudad Bolivar, Cumana, La Guaira, etc.
monthly.

Oyinogo + Steamens,

The Steamers of the Orinoco Line
leave Trinidad for CIUDAD BOLIVAR
every Fourteen Days, connecting with
the Steamers of the Royal Mail Steam
Packet Company.

E. LEE, MANAGER,
52, KING STREET, corner of St.Vincent Street.

Advertisement in Guide to Trinidad, 1888
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Ellis Grell in 1880 founded the business as general
commission agents, exporting and importing goods
of many descriptions. They then became specialists
in meat and ice controlling the ice supplies across Port of

» vy

JiLis GRELL & Co,

B . LR Spain with 5 depots, and had 2 depots for meat, one being
Fire & Life Tusurance Ageats, | e d Getrl CONMISSIN NERGHANTS in St. Vincent Street. The meat business was established
@ARD” AKX on firm commercial basis with the government
Vst rey s ey of Venezuela.
“ COMPANIA GENERAL VENEZOLANA {3 2 REGULAR FORTNIGHTLY STEAMERS,

DE NAVEGACION " RN MAIL & PASSENGER SERVICE. In 1896 the firm became Ellis Grell & Company, a brother,
e : George, being added to the business. In 1908 the firm
became Grell & Company Limited.

&very deseription of Produce bought § sold on Cemmission.

Ellis Grell influenced the idea of a Trinidad Float Dock,
and at one time he was the owner of the Trinidad Foundry
and Engineering works.

On 17 January 1894, Ellis Grell obtained exclusive rights to navigate the Orinoco River in steam vessels
between Trinidad and Ciudad Bolivar. Grell then formed the Orinoco Shipping and Trading Company,
a British corporation, the majority of the stock and bonds of which were held by American citizens.
The government of Venezuela became indebted to this Company for approximately half a million dollars for
services rendered and damages sustained to its business. An adjustment was effected on 10 May 1900, by
which the concession was extended for a period of 6 years and the Venezuelan government agreed to pay
the Company 100,000 bolivars (US$19,200) in cash and a second sum of the same amount at a later date.
The first payment of the 100,000 bolivars was duly made, but the second was not.

On 5 October 1900, Venezuela opened the navigation of the Orinoco River to the commerce of all nations,
thus destroying the monopoly claimed by the company as assignee of the Grell concession. This was done
by repealing a decree promulgated on 1 July 1893 a few months before the original concession was
granted, which closed the Orinoco to foreign trade. On 14 December 1901, the Venezuelan government
further cancelled the extension of the concession granted in accordance with the contract of settlement
of 10 May 1900. When the Company's efforts to obtain relief from the government of Venezuela was
unsuccessful, the matter was brought to the attention of both the USA and British governments.

Following several years of negotiations about the claims, a protocol was signed on 13 February 1909, and
the case went to the Permanent Court of Arbitration at The Hague, Netherlands, and the decision given
on 25 October 1910.

Orinoco Shipping & Trading Company
Steamships travelling from Trinidad to Ciudad Bolivar, 1900
Sailing date | Steamship Passengers | Cargo Sailing date | Steamship Passengers | Cargo

3 May Bolivar 38 packets 1 Oct Bolivar 67 general cargo
7 May Bolivar 44 - 5 Oct f 55 f

31 May Bolivar 32 general cargo 13 Oct f 4 f

31 May Socorro - general cargo 18 Oct f 15 f

5 June Apure - packets 24 Oct Delta 5 f
13 June Bolivar 14 general cargo 3 Nov Bolivar 22 f
28 June f 26 general cargo 3 Nov Heroe 1 f

7 July f - 13 Nov Delta 8 208 tons
13 July f 8 - 15 Nov Bolivar 29 -

26 July f 22 general cargo 21 Nov Delta 3 -

9 Aug f 47 f 29 Nov Delta 45 196 tons
23 Aug f 42 f 14 Dec Bolivar 40 250 tons

7 Sept f 37 f 17 Dec Delta 36 general cargo
15 Sept f 13 f 28 Dec Bolivar 31 217 tons
21 Sept fi 12 fi -
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Orinoco Shipping & Trading Company
Steamships travelling from Trinidad to Ciudad Bolivar, 1902
Sailing date | Steamship Passengers | Cargo Sailing date | Steamship Passengers | Cargo

9 Jan Bolivar 8 256 tons 14 May Bolivar 16 174 tons
25 Jan f 47 187 tons 28 May f 22 -

6 Feb f 28 72 tons 15 Dec Alianza 16 -

20 Feb fi 26 206 tons 16 Dec Guanare - 6 tons
28 Feb f 15 90 tons 16 Dec Apure - 20 tons

6 Mar f 13 2651 tons 16 Dec Masparro - -

20 Mar f 16 merchant pkts. 16 Dec Manzanares - 521 tons
3 April f 12 68 tons 16 Dec Bolivar 25 76 tons
17 April f 19 244 tons 22 Dec Bolivar 17 59 tons

1 May f 18 158 tons -

Orinoco Shipping & Trading Company
Steamships travelling from Trinidad to Ciudad Bolivar, 1903
Sailing date | Steamship Passengers | Cargo Sailing date | Steamship Passengers | Cargo

19 Feb Alianza - packets 7 May Alianza 8 26 tons
20 Feb Bolivar 18 110 tons 13 May Guanare 1 52 tons

4 Mar Apure 12 159 tons 18 May Apure 7 10 tons

9 Mar Alianza 7 150 tons 18 May Alianza 12 packets
23 Mar Alianza 8 packets 26 May Apure 12 111 tons
3 April Apure 13 48 tons 30 May Manzanares - -

7 April Alianza 1 packets 30 May Alianza 13 general cargo
11 April Guanare 3 18 tons 15 Oct Socorro - 25 tons
21 April Apure 11 98 tons 15 Oct Masparro - -

22 April Alianza 6 packets 22 Oct Manzanares 8 -
30 April Guanare 9 75 tons 16 Nov Delta 2 tons
4 May Apure 4 80 tons -

The picture shows three shallow draft
steamers at Ciudad Bolivar water front,
1904

Much of the trade at this time came
from the German merchants based
in Trinidad and Venezuela.

Two types of steamer at the
Ciudad Bolivar water front,
sea going vessel and river paddle
steamer.
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Trinidad was the regional headquarters for the Orinoco Steamship Co.
18 March 1904, GB 2d letter to Trinidad. London (18 Mar), Trinidad (-Apr ), Anso6d (17

Bolivar built 1880 by Pusey & Jones Co.

ey oo e ey o —vr T o s —

i 7oA ahe TS i
PORI A BASSA CHIGLIA PEL SERVIZIO DELL'OREnocp - -

The flat-bottom steamboats were built in
the USA for river service on the Orinoco
and its several tributaries.

degusta

andiosi

Visitate i nostri g
dei principali nostri Bar di
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8 February 1912, 50c letter, Ciudad Bolivar, Venezuela to Leipzig, Germany
Ciudad Bolivar (8 Feb), Port of Spain (10 Feb).

The trade with Venezuela was of great importance to Trinidad. While the imports from Venezuela had not
varied greatly, the exports to Venezuela for the three years immediately preceding the imposition
of a 30 per cent differential duty on Trinidad goods, and the latter three years shown below, speak for

themselves.

Value

£93,097
£69,318
£81,031

Exports to Venezuela
Year Value Year
1879 £218, 983 1896
1880 £214,671 1897
1881 £252,686 1898

The disturbed state of Venezuela in 1899 was responsible for a decrease in imports to Trinidad, while the
goods exported to Venezuela increased by £30,000 on the previous year. Currently the Caracas route to
the Orinoco lies through Port of Spain, where much retail shopping in the stores of Trinidad was carried out.
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Map of the Orinoco River
and Delta which feeds into
the Caribbean Sea
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SPINK

LONDON
1666

THE PHILATELIC COLLECTOR'’S SERIES SALE

FEATURING THE “FOXLEY” COLLECTION OF GRENADA
26 - 27 OCTOBER 2016 | LONDON

14¥7S 290 vy

ac.

For more information please contact David Parsons
Tel: +44 (0)20 7563 4072 | Fax: +44 (0)20 7563 4085 | Email: dparsons@spink.com
SPINK LONDON | 69 Southampton Row | Bloomsbury | London | WC1B 4ET

WWW.SPINK.COM

Page 22



BWISC Bulletin No. 2507 September 2016

Vapo de la Campafia
del Orinoco

Saludo de Ciudad Bolivar, Rep. Venezuela,

Two steamships
Heroe and Apure
at Ciudad Bolivar

Via RMSP its
West Indies
homeward

calls to
Cherbourg
Commenced on

: e
/4 z( ,@W@

14 May 1869 Wi

/ %W(AP

5 Feb. 1909, 50c letter, Ciudad Bolivar, Venezuela to Elberfeld, Germany.
Ciudad Bolivar (5 Feb), Elberfeld (23 Feb).

The Annual Colonial Report of 1900 for Trinidad referred to the Venezuela trade, where three quarters
is transit trade. Not only are goods and mail transhipped at Port of Spain in transit between Venezuela and
Europe and USA, but often between one part of Venezuela to another. The Gulf of Paria, in which not only
Port of Spain but four out of five small ports of entry of Trinidad are situated, is a vast natural harbour into
which one of the mouths of the Orinoco River flows, and all communications between Caracas and that
great highway lies through it. The imposition by Venezuela about ten years ago of an additional duty
of 30 per cent on imports from Trinidad crippled the trade with the mainland. Open boats were constantly
coming and going between Venezuela and Trinidad, and the large stores of Port of Spain depended
for much of their retail custom on buyers from the Venezuelan capital.

Trinidad mail contracts in 1899

ELLIS GRELL & CO.,,

S C A Service Steamer Line Number of Trinidad share
hippi and Commissi Mails of subsidy
pping i gcnts,.ae UK RMSP 52 £2900
PORT OF SPAIN, TRINIDAD, WEST INDIES. New York Trinidad Shlpplng & 26 £100
-+ Managing Agents. .. Trading Co. (Turnbull)
THE VENEZUELAN LINE OF STEAMERS, Ciudad Bolivar Orinoco Shipping & 26 £100
e Yot Trading Co. (E. Grell)
Sailings from Port of Spain every fourteen days for — n —
Ciudad Bolivar, 300 miles up the Orinoco River (round trip Around Trinidad | Orinoco Shipping & 42 £4200

in eight days). Also to

Carupano, Cumana, Margarita, Guanta and La
Guayra for Caracas.

Steamers supplied with Bunker Coal in any quantity from
Hulks in Port of Spain Harbor.

Advertisement dated 1907

& Tobago

Trading Co. (E. Grell)
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In the late-1890s the Trinidad press wrote a brief description of a tour from Port of Spain to Ciudad Bolivar:

0The time occupied by the journey is two days and

no accommodation for travellers, arrangements should be made with the steamboat company for staying
aboard while at Ciudad Bolivar. The steamer makes two trips per month, and before embarking
it is necessary to procure a passport and produce a list of the baggage, signed by the Venezuelan consul.
The steamer leaves Port-of-Spain at 6.00 pm and crosses the Gulf of Paria, and arrives at the bar at the
mouth of the Macareo River at daybreak. The first thing that will strike the traveller after leaving British
waters will be the sudden transforming of the deck hands into Venezuelan soldiers, all armed with
repeating rifles. They accompany the steamer on every trip to prevent her from being seized
by revolutionists, and robbed of the gold which she takes aboard at the town of Las Tablas as the day goes
by, the steamer passes through miles and miles of this beautiful tropical scenery, every succeeding bend
opening up new beauties. 0

In January 1902 the Orinoco Steamship Company was organised in New York to take over the Orinoco
Shipping & Trading Company. On 1 April 1902, R. Morgan Olcott, a US citizen, transferred the assets
of the old company to the new one at the request of American stockholders, who believed that Washington
would be more vigorous in defending their claims.

Following a hostile meeting with President Cipriano Castro and the Company, a decree prohibited the free
navigation of the Orinoco and other rivers, which destroyed the monopoly of the Company. This resulted
in the establishing of a new firm the Orinoco Steamship Company, which was incorporated into the laws
of New Jersey on 7 February 1902, acquiring all the assets of the Orinoco Shipping & Trading Company,
a British registered firm, but mostly American owned.

The Orinoco steamers were again pressed by the Venezuelan government to carry troops. The details
covered the hire of Delta (44 days), Socorro (229 days), Masparro (141 days), Guanare, Heroe and
Bolivar over a period from June to October 1900. And a similar loss of service took place during April
to November 1902, making a total claim for the Company of US $147,639. However, none of the claim was
ever paid.

On 31 May 1902, President Castro of Venezuela ordered the Orinoco Shipping & Trading Company
to cease its operations because of revolutionary disturbances in the east of Venezuela. In 1904 the
Company sold its vessels to Dalton & Company of

Ci

n

u

delOri noco, the ships i n t DeltafE0%uas, oreafstuightly tail irld passengeve r e

service Trinidad to Ciudad Bolivar. The Upper Orinoco tributaries were served by Apure (191 tons), Heroe,
Guanare, Masparro, Socorro and Orinoco. The Macareo Line was served by Manzanares and Delta.
The other river steamers were Alianza (147 tons), Arauca (71 tons), Amparo (41 tons), Boyaca (31 tons),
Forzosa, Morganito and La Verdad. Additionally a bi-monthly mail passenger service ran between
Trinidad and La Guaira, employing Manzanares. Dalton & Company, founded in 1846 by John Dalton, had
extensive business and banking interests in Ciudad Bolivar. The Line had an agency at 4 St. Vincent
Street, Trinidad.

COMPANIA DE VAPORES COMPANIA DE
DEL ORINOCO. DADLI':SEI:D::;:O.. VAPORES del ORINOCO

for the conveyance of mails.

STEAMERS.
MACAREO LINE Dalton ®a CO.

S.S. Manzanares. S.S. Delta. General | Agents

UP RIVER STEAMERS.
S.S. Apure. S.S. Masparro.
S.S. Heroe. S.S. Socorro.
S.S. Guanare. S.S. Orinoco.

B THE UP RIVER STEAMERS
Apure, Allanza, Guanare, Arauca, Heroe, Orinoco,
REGULAR FORTNIGHTLY SERVICE BY Socorro, Masparro, For: Morganito, La Verdad

THE S.S. DELTA.

Good Hotel Accommodation
At Cludad Bolivar on the American plan at $2.00 per day

CIUDAD BOLIVAR AND ITS VICINITY
VERY HEALTHY
Climate Dry—No Dew or Mosquitoes

4, St. Vincent Street, Port-of-Spain.

For Further Particulars Apply to
John Wharton
Agent

ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ + Ne. 121, S8T. VINCENT STREET . . . PORT OF SPAIN

ad Office
Ciudad Bolivar.
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From December 1902 to February 1903 British, German and Italian warships surrounded the Venezuelan
coastal ports and the Orinoco delta to put a block on trade and increased pressure on President Castro
to pay foreign debts. Eventually the Venezuelan government promised to pay 30% of its future customs
duties to settle claims. However by now over 10 nations including the USA, were seeking preferential
treatment for the debt claims, but all were rejected by Venezuela. This dispute eventually went to The
Hague for settlement, and had an inconclusive finding.

Other ships that regularly called at Ciudad Bolivar from Trinidad, included Manzanares (1200 tons),
Guarico (900 tons) and Whitney. The latter capsized on 27 June 1904 in Rio Grande en route to Trinidad,
after hitting the warship Zumbador. The Whitney crew and passengers survived and were taken ashore
by the national warship itself. A month later the steamer La Verdad became a loss in the region of Isla
Conejo. It had sailed on 27 July from Angostura to the port of San Felix. Again there was no loss of life.

In 1908 the RMSP West India Line steamers left Southampton for the West Indies every fortnight, calling
at Cherbourg then direct to Barbados, Jamaica and Colon, where they proceeded to Savanilla and other
South American ports. From Barbados, Trinidad and La Guaira, branch lines ran to Demerara and the West
Indies.

As seen above much of the mail from the O0Orinoc
to Germany. At the start of World War One in 1914, all people of German descent in Trinidad had a very
difficult time as they had to register their names with the police. Some were interned in St. James Detention
Camp on the outskirts of Port of Spain, others were deported, and several were wrongly accused of being
German spies. Virtually overnight nearly all German companies either ceased trading or changed their
names. As a consequence of the turmoil several German businesses moved from Trinidad to Venezuela.

Passengers to and from Ciudad Bolivar normally made the connection at Port of Spain and boarded the
variety of foreign steamer lines that ran along the Caribbean between Trinidad and Colon and Panama.

To be continued

LATIN AMERICAN PHILATELICS

P. 0. Box 56194, LONDON, E17 OGF, GREAT BRITAIN

‘ Articles wanted for
ALL WORLD POSTAL AUCTIO future Bulletins

& Retail Lists

$03L?HRK?RR

Specialising in South & Central America Anything West Indies

and British Commonwealth with West

Indies material in every sale. related considered

WE RUN REGULAR ALL WORLD POSTAL AUCTIONS
SPECIALISING IN LATIN AMERICA. EACH SALE
INCLUDES STAMPS, POSTMARKS, POSTAL HISTORY,
POSTAL STATIONERY, PROOFS, CINDERELLAS,
REVENUES, ERRORS & VARIETIES.

WRITE OR EMAIL FOR OUR FREE CATALOGUE.

EMAIL: latamphil@btinternet.com
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INSURE Your Collection

REPLACEMENT VALUE
ALL RISKS, NO EXCESS

Stamps & Postcards
£6,250 cover for £26 pa*
£10,000 cover for £38 pa*

Postal History All other Collectables
y 3 £5,000 coverfor £31pa*
Thematic Postal History £10,000 cover for £56 pa®

*ples Inpcance Scemium Tax

Includes Exhabition & Accompanied cover in Waestern Europe

CIRCULATING PACKETS: CUPS & TROPHIES:
AUCTIONS: EXHIBITIONS etc.

SPECIAL SCHEME for SOCIETIES
Includes Public & Employers Liability

——

Vif“_“‘““/_ PUBLIC LIABILITY for COLLECTOR SOCIETIES

I (‘\ Hon S Premiums from £20. pa for £6,000,000 caver
\\‘/ DEALERS COMBINED POLICY
23

Please write or telaphone or fax for 3 quotation
and 8 Prospectus/Proposal form.

STAMP INSURANCE SERVICES
C G | Services Limited [dept 33)
29 Bowhay Lane EXETER EX4 1PE
www.stampinsurance.co.uk

tel: 01392 433 949 fax: 01392 427 632
Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

STEVEN ZIRINSKY

MEMBER PTS, APS, NZSDA, APTA

Revenvues - Postal History - Commercial Mail

Local Commercial Mail

Anguilla, Antigua, Barbados,
Barbuda, Belize, Bermuda, %%
Caymans, Dominica, Grenada,
Guyana, Jamaica, Montserrat,
Nevis,‘Sf. Kitts, S’r Lucia, 1 ~  DELAYEDDUETO

St. Vincent, Trinidad, _ : AnstizricenT posTare ol

b o :

CUBA LIBRE

Swan Island - Isle of Palms
Key West - San Juan

v
=
W

Virgin Islands.

Includes Inter-island, m
governmental stampless,
registered and meters.

POSTAGE PAID
BARBADOS, W.I.
PERMIT NO: 11

SOSTOR: R'CITY & COU .
%I e e
R Is/o'nou (] e

Cor 04

Yan pyke ®

s |
< v
We thank you o 4

T~ e
[ GUYANA
e 7 i!' 5 !

PO BOX 230049, Ansonia Station, New York, NY 10023 USA szirinsky@cs.com

Earlier material available.

St. Vincent 1999-2004
Provisionals Available

www.zirinskystamps.com E @ZirinskyStamps
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TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

POSTAGE DUES; SHADES AND FLAWS BY EDWARD BARROW

In 1885 Trinidad became the first British colony to issue postage due stamps. The basic design remained
the same for many years, the only major change being a change in currency from Sterling pence and
shillings to Decimal cents in 1947. While doing the rounds of Trinidad post offices in 1995 | came across
what must have been the last of the decimal versions of these stamps in use at Cunupia Post Office.

This means the simple design had a record breaking 110 year run.

TRINIDAD
&TOBAGO

Fig. 1 Late use of Decimal Postage Dues on 1995 Philatelic Cover

Any stamp type with such a life span should have enough facets to satisfy even the most demanding
collector. There are not only watermark varieties; there are also shades and plate flaws. Where plate flaws
are concerned, it should come as no surprise that plates used for such a long period of time should
be subject to damage and repair. | was lucky enough to recently acquire full sheets of the entire issue from
the last sterling printings (1d to 1s circa 1945). Being full sheets these proved invaluable in plating flaws,
and since this was the last printing it revealed much of the accumulated wear and tear of previous years.

This article focuses on the shades and plate flaws. Judgements are made as to whether plate flaws are
maj or or minor; these are of course subjective but
Due stamps were printed by a key type process with the duty plates being used by other colonies that
followed the simple design (Barbados, British Guiana, Grenada and Tristan Da Cunha to name a few).

As a result some of the duty flaws may be found on postage due stamps of other colonies.
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Printings and Shades

Such a simple monochrome design is not susceptible to striking shade variation. That said there are a few

easily recognisable shades. With the Crown CA and Multiple Crown CA issues some printings exhibit

a variance in shade between the value and the frame, with the frame being a grey shade and the value
jet-black. With the Multiple Script CA printings there are shades of the 1d, 2d, 3d and 4d that would be best
described as grey-black. Here both the frame and the value are uniform in shade. In contrast, values of this

series which were printed in the early to mid 1940s have a strong over inked appearance. This might have

been a deliberate ploy on the part of the printers to hide flaws and get a clean print from worn plates.
Theover-i nki ng did have the effect of hiding some plat
shorter.

Fig. 2 Shades of the Wmk CA Fig. 3 Shades of the Wmk MSCA printings
and MCA printings

At this point we should discuss the final printing of the Sterling issue. Gibbons lists them as being released
in 1944 and 1945 but the Crown Agents records tell a different story. The last printing of the 1d and 3d was
done in 1941 and the 1s in 1943. In passing it is worth commenting on a theory that the last printing was
done at the behest of Sir Harry Luke. In some ways he has become a philatelic bogeyman, accused
of pursuing his collecting interests in unorthodox ways wherever his colonial appointments took him. And
he exhibited a fondness for postage dues. In this case, the theory goes, upon arrival in Trinidad circa 1944
he was disappointed at the selection of postage du
more stocks of the high values (5d to 1s). But careful study of used copies of the wmk. Multi Crown CA
postage dues shows that there were high values in use as late as 1944, thus these were not out of stock.
And further, the printing records show that postage dues were ordered piecemeal, probably as needed, and
likely without a hidden Machiavellian hand guiding the process.

Table of the last Printing of the Sterling Issues

Date Requisition Reference | Values

17 June 1941 794/1 1d, 3d (smooth paper)

17 August 1943 1385/1 2d, 5d, 1s (rough paper)

26 April to 19 July 1944 1710/1 2d, 4d, 5d, 6d, 8d (rough paper)

The Decimal Issues

There were 5 printings of the Decimal issues and it is possible to separate them by studying their
appearance and paper types.

| 4 February 1947 | 2467/1 | 2c, 4c, 6c, 8c, 10c, 12c, 16¢c, 24c |
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This, the first decimal printing, resembles the previous one in that it is on ordinary rough paper and
somewhat heavily printed. By contrast the later printings are all on chalky paper and the first three of these
(1952, 1955 and 1958) are distinctively clear and sharp.

| 27 November 1952 | 6593/1 | 2, 6¢, 12¢ |

This 1952 printing boasts the much sought aftermi s si ng c¢cr own a man erors; theefdrwes r d 0
being much rarer than the latter. Without getting into the whole issue of how the paper was made,

it is worth noting that not every sheet of this printing contains an error. In fact there is an abundance of full
sheets seen on the market, which | believe were speculatively purchased with the intention of looking for

the errors. This is reflected in the low catalogue value of these three issues as mint stamps. This printing

can be separated from the others by its thicker paper.

| 20 May 1955

| 8459/1 | 2¢, 4c, 6¢, 10c, 24c |

The 1955 printing was done on thinner paper, with the design showing through clearly on the reverse.

| 21 July 1958

| 1305/1 | 4c, 8¢

The 1958 printing was on thicker paper than before.

| 20 July i 15 September 1961 | 4027/1 | 2¢, 4c, 6c, 8c, 10c, 16¢ |

This, the final printing, is distinctive for its almost brown black appearance which is different from that of the
other chalky paper issues. The paper is also thin and the design shows through clearly on the reverse.
Also by this point the outer frame plate was over 75 years old, so some impressions are smudgy.
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Fig. 4 6¢ Sliced C variety on incoming cover from Germany
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Plate Flaws
1d
Minor Minor
R1/1 Nick in the top of 1. Visible \ R3/5 Short tail on d, visible on
in the some of the multi script last printing
CA printings but not the last one.
|
4
Major
R1/5 Malformed d, visible across
printings Major
R4/1 Shaved serif in 1, visible on
last printing.
=
»
Minor

R2/1 Malformed loop of d,

visible across printings Minor

R6/3 Bent tail in d, visible on last
printing

Major

R3/4 Broken loop of d, visible
across printings >
Minor

R9/6 Blunted corner on d, visible
on earlier multi script CA
printings but not on last printing

el el
Q.

3d

Minor
R1/1 Minor damage to top of 3

Minor
R1/6 Missing tail on d
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