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This article endeavors to shed some light on the inception, production and distribution of the Barbados Stamp 
Wallet of 1977 (see Figure 1 below).

Fig. 1 Barbados Stamp Wallet

On page 163 of The Stamps of Barbados Volume II, under the heading of Issue No 81 (the Orchids Definitive 
set of 1974-79), Edmund A Bayley, states that: ��������� ������ ���� �����	� ����	���� ��������� ��������������  
������	��� ��������  ������� !"�������� ����	���������� "�	�����������	#��$%&� '  Somewhat frustratingly, Mr. Bayley 
omitted to include the intended section, and as the wallets fall outside the scope of the Stanley Gibbons 
Commonwealth Catalogue, the above statement is the only tantalising reference to the wallets in the 
accepted reference sources for this period of Barbados philately.

Accordingly, the authors, having in their possession a number of examples of the wallets, determined to learn 
a little about the circumstance and origins of their production and of their sale and distribution on the island. 
This article is the result of our investigations which would not have been possible without the gracious help 
and support of Deborah Small who, at the time of writing, holds the position of Assistant Postmaster General 
of the Barbados GPO.

At some point in the early part of 1974 the then Postmaster-General, Mr. O. K. Husbands entered into 
correspondence with the Crown Agents for the provision of stamp booklets intended for use with the 
upcoming Orchids definitive issue of September 1974. Mr. Husbands' intention was to provide the citizens of 
Barbados with the opportunity to purchase modest quantities of popular values which could be stored safely 
and utilised as required.

The Crown Agents duly sent Mr. Husbands examples of recent booklets from the Channel Islands, from 
Antigua and a stamp wallet from the Isle of Man advocating the latter as being suitable for the intended use 
of over-the-counter sales.

By the spring of 1976, the parties had agreed upon the design of the wallets and the Crown Agents had 
provided quotes for the production run of 30,000. The booklets would be composed of a PVC wallet and a 
card insert containing 4 stamps of each of the three selected denominations.

The wallets were produced by Manor Plastics Ltd of London. The specification for the wallet being: three 
sides welded, one short side open, with one face clear and the reverse face opaque of size 52mm by 62mm.

The card inserts were printed by J W Lunn Limited of Cheap in Surrey. The specification for the inserts being: 
a card size of 50x60mm scored across the narrow dimension, printed in two colours, a blue background 
overprinted in silver with the Barbados Coat of Arms and the words:

4 at 5 cents 
4 at 8 cents 
4 at 15 cents

All to be printed on one side of the scoring.

Note -  the card size actually needed to be 60x100mm so that once folded along the scored line the resultant 
surface area would be 60x50mm.
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As stated above, the original intention was to have a colour scheme of silver on blue however this proved 
unsatisfactory and a scheme of red on blue was adopted.

The order was likely confirmed in June of 1976 and production followed. The stamps values utilised were 
taken from the Orchids definitive issue which were in use from 16 September 1974 until 1977, specifically:

SG489 5c Schomburgkia humboldtii Quantity Printed: 7,400,000

SG490 8c Oncidium ampliatum Quantity Printed: 4,580,000

SG493 15c Paphiopedilum puddle Quantity Printed: 4,560,000

Note -  Print quantities taken from The Stamps of Barbados Volume II. All three values with watermark 
Multiple St. Edward’s Crown Block CA, sideways on these values.

The wallets were assembled in the UK, confirmed by correspondence from the then Postmaster General to 
the Crown Agents, dated 7 April 1976. In it he notes that “the proposal to use J W Dunn, Printers Ltd for a 
small quantity (of wallets) is therefore acceptable. We have also agreed to pay for the cost o f inserting the 
cards and stamps to produce the finished article”.

Of the 10 wallets the authors have in their possession it is interesting to note that the way the stamps have 
been separated from the sheets and the manner of folding whilst consistent for the three values within an 
individual wallet, varies from wallet to wallet. The dis-assembled wallet illustrated in Figure 2 has three strips 
of four stamps each folded down to a single stamp. The authors also have in their possession examples 
containing horizontal rows of four as well as blocks of four.

Fig. 2 Disassembled Wallet
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Table 1 -  Rate Card

5c 8c 15c

Local Postcard rate from 
1st Feb 1974 until 
1st Sep 1977 when 
the postcard rate 
went to 8c (and 
subsequently 15c in 
1981)

Reduced Rate 
printed papers rate 
up to 4oz

Printed papers up to 
1 oz

Inland letters up to 
1oz (local letters) 
from 1st Feb 1974

Postcards & printed 
papers (full rate) up 
to 2oz

Printed papers 
(Reduced Rate) up 
to 8oz

Postcards & printed 
papers (full rate) up 
to 8oz

International Newspapers and Printed papers & Surface rate letter up
periodicals (Reduced books (exc. to 1oz
Rate) up to 2oz newspapers) up to 

1 oz
Small packets not 
exceeding 4oz

Unfortunately, there appear to be no formal records of their sales, nor their degree of popularity with the 
general public. From the available records, it does not appear that any re-orders were made for the wallets. 
Anecdotally, a former Philatelic Bureau member of staff, present during this period, has confirmed that the 
issue was not sold out, but no records appear to exist on whether any unsold wallets were recalled, destroyed, 
or simply left on sale until supplies were exhausted.

As to the relative scarcity of the wallets, whilst they were issued at a time when ‘stamp collecting’ was enjoying 
a peak of popularity, the lack of catalogue status meant they did not enter the mainstream of collecting 
interest. Instead, most of those sold were likely utilised at the convenience of the local populace as was 
originally intended by Mr. Husbands. Complete wallets do appear on the market from time to time1 and though 
they are certainly not common they are quite affordable and make an interesting addition to a collection of 
the era of Independent Barbados.

=�(��� �� 	$�� �� ��6

>� )"��$�����"�� ����(�� ��� ,�!����� �� ����=��������� *���� �����?�������� � ������ :��!�	��� �*)� �����"�  
����� ������������� ��"�	�������/��!���������!��&

>� @���(������� ���<"$��+���������� ������������!!������ ���A�������$������� �������� � �����  ������� ����  
����B������������B�����$"��&

References:
1. Records of the correspondence between the Barbados GPO and the Crown Agents and between the 

Crown Agents and the suppliers from the archives of the Barbados GPO.
2. Bayley, Edmund A., @��� �������� ��:��!�	��� ���&� 00�  Coles Printery, Barbados 2005
3. :��!�	���=	/������C � � � � � � � �?  Illustrated Article of 14 February 1977 (Figure 3)
4. )������� �$�������� ���� �"�����D������������
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W hen Did Perf 14 Start? S imon Richards

Dominica finally introduced postage stamps in March 1874 in three denominations -  1 d, 6d and 1s, these 
were printed on machine made white rag paper, watermark Crown CC. The first stamps were line perf 1214 
using De La Rue’s own machine. This machine was used for stamps that did not fit the Napier comb machines 
at Somerset House, typically the stamps printed from Perkins Bacon plates, but it was also used for small 
orders, as for Dominica.

According to the Stanley Gibbons Part 1 catalogue the perforation did not change until 1877 and this has 
been followed by Toeg in his book on Dominica, published by the Study Circle in 1994, when allocating 
consignments to the perf 1214 (page 39) or the perf 14 (page 45).

However, there are several strands of evidence that suggests that this is wrong. De La Rue changed the 
gauge of their Napier machine to perf 14 from perf 1214 in 1876. The year given by Gibbons for the change 
for Antigua, Barbados, St Christopher and St Lucia and others. De La Rue did not revert to perf 1214 at all, 
let alone just for Dominica, so we can safely allocate the 1877 consignments to perf 14 and amend Toeg’s 
consignment table as follows:

�$,���$-� �$4&*&�0

�7 �.'$ �,&0'&0-* F/.0'&'5 �.'�� �
£

�.'$ �,&0'&0-* F/.0'&'5

�$,8� ���G�

1 1874-77 3 69,540 150 1874-75 2 59,040

2 1874-76 2 33,540 550 1874 1 13,980

3 1874-76 2 33,900 325 1874 1 14,100

�$,8��@

5 1878-81 3 117,000 24 1877-81 4 127,500

8 1878-81 2 21,240 170 1876-81 3 40,800

9 1878 1 2,580 130 1876-78 2 22,380

Toeg got his consignment data from the De La Rue records, but they do not specify which perforation machine 
was used, and I suspect Toeg allocated on the basis of the SG catalogue dates. The pricing evidence makes 
much more sense with the revised allocation.

The order placed on 5 March 1877 for 10,000 1d stamps was also the date that the order was placed for the 
Revenue overprinted postal fiscals -  20,000 1d and 5,000 each of the 6d and 1s, all of which are perf 14. Is 
it likely that the non-overprinted were perforated 1214? Furthermore, dated examples of these stamps are 
known from 11 June 1877.

�������
1  1- 1
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1  \  I �
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The Toeg data also fails to explain how 15,000 of the 6d and 1s stamps were overprinted Halfpenny and One 
Penny respectively in 1886. These overprints were carried out in Dominica and are all on perf 14 stamps
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Dingle Smith’s article in the September 2020 Bulletin (The UPU and Early Jamaican Picture Postcards) 
prompted me to research some unresolved questions about Leeward Islands postal rate changes in the early 
1890s. The results of my research are relevant to Antigua, Dominica, St. Kitts, Nevis, Montserrat and the 
Virgin Islands, so may be of interest to other collectors.

Dingle Smith says the following in his section on UPU Congress Decisions 1874-1891:

‘The next Congress in Vienna in 1891 was overshadowed by the announcement by Great Britain 
that it intended to eliminate many o f the UPU surcharges, notably the maritime surcharge to 
provide lower Empire charges for letters and postcards. ’.

Proud (1) and Oliver (2) agree that in the Leeward Islands the maritime surcharges were eliminated in two 
stages, in 1891 and 1893. However, they differ about which rates changed when. Proud says that 
‘On 1 January 1891 the UK introduced a 2'Ad (letter) rate to most countries in the Empire’. Oliver states that 
‘On 1 January 1891, the oversea letter rate was reduced to 2!4d’. Contemporary covers often don’t conform 
to either account. Oliver suggested that this might be due to local confusion, stating that The instructions 
that went to the colonies were unclear - the Postmaster of Antigua requested clarification .. .It is thought that 
the new rate was not generally put into use immediately and that the 4d rate continued in Virgin Islands until 
30 June 1892’.

The reopening of National Archives allowed me to check all the official notifications of postage rate changes 
in the Leeward Islands Gazette (‘LIG’) during the period.

THE MARITIME SURCHARGES
The Leeward Islands Colony became a UPU member in 1879. At that time, the UPU’s basic postal rates were 
2'Ab for a letter and 1d for a postcard. However, surcharges of VAd and 'Ad, respectively, were allowed for 
destinations requiring maritime transport greater than 300 miles. For the Leeward Islands, this effectively 
boosted most of the basic rates on overseas post to 4d for a letter and I'Ad  for a postcard. (The surcharges 
were even higher for destinations ‘east of Suez’ and in the western Pacific.) These maritime surcharges were 
still in effect in 1890.

THE JANUARY 1891 RATE REDUCTIONS

The first stage of the rate reductions was straightforward since it required no approval from the UPU. It was 
restricted to UPU members with which the Leeward Islands Colony had already formed sub-postal unions 
under the UPU umbrella, namely the UK, USA, Canada and BWI. The UPU encouraged the creation of such 
sub-postal unions as a way to provide postal rates below UPU standard rates.

The rate reductions for 1891 were notified in three editions of the LIG in December 1890, each providing 
progressively greater detail.

LIG, 4 December 1890:

Colonial Secretary’s Office 

REDUCED RATES OF POSTAGE

It is hereby notified for general information that on and after the 1st January next the postage to the United 
Kingdom will be 2 pence half penny per half ounce instead o f four pence and that the postage in the Colony 
of the Leeward Islands from any one place within the Colony to any other will be one penny per half ounce.

LIG, 11 December 1890:
Colonial Secretary’s Office

With reference to the Notice in the Leeward Islands Gazette o f the 4th instant regarding the reduced rates of 
postage to the United Kingdom the Governor directs it to be notified that such reduction o f postage will 
apply to the British West Indies (not being part o f the Leeward Islands) the Dominion o f Canada the United 
Kingdom and the United States o f America on and after the 1st January, 1891.
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LIG, 27 December 1890:
Governor in Council on 24th November 1890

POSTAGE RATES

From and after 1st January 1891 the following rates shall be in force.

1. The prepaid rates o f postage for letters are hereby reduced and are as follows: - 
Foreign Rates

not exceeding 
A  oz

British West Indies 2 A d
(not being part o f the 
Leeward Islands)

Dominion o f Canada 2 1A d
United Kingdom 2Ad
United States o f America 2 A d

every additional A> oz 
or part o f a A  oz 

2Ad

2Ad
2Ad
2Ad

Inland Rates throughout the Colony

Not exceeding half an ounce 1 d
Exceeding V2 an ounce and not exceeding 1 ounce 1A 
Exceeding 1 ounce and not 1Aoz 2d

And so on at the rate o f A d  for every additional half ounce 
or part o f a half-ounce.

2. Letters on Her Majesty’s Service bearing the signature o f the head o f a department or any other 
Federal Officer in the left-hand bottom corner o f the address side o f the envelope need not be 
stamped when addressed to any person within the Colony.

The notification seems crystal clear about the new rates and their applicability. On 1 January 1891, the 
maritime surcharges were to be abolished on letters to the BWI, Canada, UK and USA. They would still apply 
to letters to all other Empire and worldwide destinations. The 1891 letter rate reductions were therefore 
neither worldwide nor even empire-wide (see Fig. 1 for a cover that I originally believed demonstrated rate 
confusion but turns out to be correctly rated). For postcards, there were no rate changes at all. The LIG 
published no amendments or modifications to the new 1891 rates before the final round of reductions notified 
in September 1892.

Fig. 1 PSRE of September 1891 to Germany showing 4d letter rate still in effect. 

(Note: I used this cover in the Antigua book to illustrate rate confusion. It doesn’t.)
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Two months earlier, the post office in every one of the islands had lost the revenue from sale of their own 
stamps when they were withdrawn in favour of the single Leeward Island general issue. The Virgin Islands 
would be the first island to break ranks and resume the issue of its own stamps in 1899. The other islands 
did so in 1903.

The 1891 rates appear perfectly clear in the LIG, but were they properly communicated to front-line staff at 
island post offices and to the public? The LIG may hold a clue. In 1890, J H Read was the Postmaster of 
Antigua, the most populous of the Leeward Islands as well as the seat of its government. (See APPENDIX). 
Read should have played a role during the roll-out of the new rates throughout the LI. However, the LIG 
shows him on a repeatedly extended leave from June 1890 to April 1891. He then returned briefly to duty but 
was replaced by A  E Eldridge in August 1891. The Antigua Post Office was therefore bereft of a head for 
1 0 - 1 4  months, a period which witnessed the replacement of all island stamps by the Leeward Islands 
general issue (November 1890) and the initial round of rate reductions (January 1891). The lack of a firm 
hand at the head of the Antigua GPO would not have been ideal in communicating major rate changes to PO 
staff and the public.

� ������ ��

The LIG notification in December 1890 about the letter rate reductions intended for 1 January 1891 is clear 
and there are no subsequent updates or amendments. Nevertheless, there is some evidence that they were 
not fully complied with locally. The Virgin Islands delay in implementing them seems more likely due to its 
shaky finances. The absence of the Antigua postmaster may have contributed to a botched roll-out, but this 
is only conjectural. On 1 January 1893, the complete abolition of the remaining maritime surcharges on letters 
and postcards to all destinations left no room for misunderstanding. In the interim, there could be some 
interesting postal history to look out for.

�������=

��	�� ������

On 29 October, the LIG published the 1891 Census, which may be of interest:

Antigua 36,119
Barbuda 580
St. Kitts 30,876
Nevis 13,087
Anguilla 3,699
Dominica 26,841
Montserrat 11,762
Redonda 120
Virgin Islands 4,639

Total 127.723

�������� �������

1902 Provisional Issue -  Usage Other Than at the Main Post Office (cont’d)
Julian Waldron

In response to the first part of Bruce Stewart’s article in the last Bulletin 273, I can confirm that numerous 
covers were sent to and from Cayon in St Kitts using the three Leeward Islands provisionals. In particular, I 
have three covers (and I recall that others have come up at auctions over the last couple of years) addressed 
to A. Adamson at Cayon in identical handwriting. All are cancelled using the St Kitts CA Duplex issued to 
Cayon and colourfully franked as follows:

One Penny on 4d franked with ten copies of the stamp (including the tall narrow “O”) dated 10 May 
1903
One Penny on 6d franked with eight copies dated 10 May 1903 
One Penny on 7d franked with eleven copies dated 8 May 1903
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So, a series of (philatelic/inspired) covers were sent to Adamson on both the 1903 dates noted by Bruce -  
perhaps using surplus/left over stock at that time (a year after the provisionals were first issued). The August 
1902 copies referred to by Bruce come from the period immediately after issue and are good evidence that 
the provisionals were indeed issued to the four St Kitts villages at that time. However, I have yet to find them 
with Sandy Point, Dieppe Bay or Old Road cancels.

Concerning the addressee -  the Adamson family lived at Lodge Estate on the island -  one of the very few 
local St Kitts village covers dated 30 April 1885 franked with a manuscript-cancelled 1d bisect was addressed 
to J Adamson. Scans of the covers are available if needed.

LEEWARD ISLANDS
Update on the  QV 1/2d W rapper  and  KGV R egistered  E nvelope  Darryl  Fuller

I received a reply from a member, John Spratt, regarding both my queries on Leeward Islands’ stationery. 

Missing Full Stops on the Queen Victoria 1/2d Wrapper

I have two of these items. One is uprated by a 1/2d Leeward Islands stamp and has a “The Antigua Standard” 
cachet and is addressed to “The Morning Leader, Stonecutter Street London”. The postmarks are rather 
poor, but I believe them to be Antigua 24 May 1889 (could be 1899). (Ed. It is 1899 because the wrapper 
was not issued until 1890.) (Figure 1)

The second item has an undated postmark which I believe is the Virgin Islands A91 obi iterator. This item is 
complete and has no receiving mark. There is a blue pencil mark inside 01/88 (which may have no relevance 
and may be a dealer’s reference No.) This is addressed to “Herr Henri Fiacre Munich”. I believe this item to 
be philatelic. (Ed: there are many items known addressed to Herr Henri Fiacre from the Virgin Islands.) 
(Figure 2)

I do not have a mint one.

This Wrapper may only be. used for Newspapers, or for - 
___snfih. documents as are allowed'** be Lu.t- at. tiu_.nook.rai... 

of postage, and must not enclose any le tter or communication 
ot the nature of a letter (whether separate or otherwise). 
If this rule be infringed, the packet will be charged as a letter

M o rn in g  L eader{Stoneoutber fctreet 
Loudon E  Q

U '

’ /

This Wrapper may only be used for Newspapers, or for 
such documents as are allowed to be sent a t the Book-rate 
of postage, and must not enclose any letter or communication 
of the nature of a letter (whether separate or otherwise). 
If this rule be infringed, the packet will be charged as a letter

rise).
itter.

Fig. 3

Fig. 1 Fig. 2

Ed: In a subsequent email with images of the wrappers John illustrates a third wrapper with a missing stop 
and a fourth item with a partially missing stop (Figure 3). However, it is difficult to gauge the significance of 
the last item.

These items add further evidence to Michael Oliver’s theory that a second plate was prepared and, as I 
suggested, has one wrapper with the missing the full stop.

KGV 2d Registered Envelope Mint (Size G 1913)
John reports that he too has a mint copy, which means that at least four are recorded. This is still a low 
number for what would normally be a relatively easy item to find.
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Oliver notes two impression dates: 29 June 1866 and 3 August 1867, but the short period of use implies only 
one cds, perhaps actually sent to the island in 1867. This Type A  was curiously used as a forgery in 1888.

"&-��� SG1 1d Dull Rose 
16 August 1870 (earlier 
copies are often with 
watermark sideways).

"&-�>� SG4 6d Yellow- 
Green 12 October 1870.

����� '�� ���@��/,4$1���1$���1.*3E1�'�����22�I�5<$��K

Impressed on 12 September 1871, this cds was despatched almost immediately to St Christopher. EKD is 
13 October, a Friday (Fig.4). It was in use for just over three years, being replaced just before Christmas 
1874 -  the LKD being Monday 21 December. The format has a curved ‘St Kitts’ at the top, with Code A 
underneath and then day/month/year in two lines -  the standard for nearly all subsequent cds.

Hereafter, there is a focus on the combination of dashes and dots underneath the T  of ‘St’ and between the 
‘St’ and ‘Kitts’: they change frequently and for no obvious reason. On this cds, there is a short dash 
underneath the ‘T ’ of ‘St Kitts’ and a dot between the ‘St’ and ‘Kitts’: referred to as ‘dash-dot’ or its equivalent 
below.

In 1872, the year slug is inverted: in fact, the ‘72’ is the year slug ‘27’ inverted (Fig.5). ‘73’ is ok, but in 1874, 
the normal slug is found but so is a ‘47’ inverted or two separate slugs ‘4’ and ‘7’ (Fig.6). The post office lost 
the proper slugs at some point -  they are small, fiddly pieces of metal and easily misplaced!

"&-�@�SG5 6d Dull 
Green -  the EKD 
13 October 1871.

"&-��� SG4/5 6d Green 
showing inverted ‘27’ for the 
year and a normal ‘27’ slug 
for the day.

"&-�L� SG5 Dull Green 4 
March 1874: the @ and 
the ‘4’are separate slugs.

���>��/,4$1� ����� ��1$���1�'E1�'��>22�I�5<$��K

During short periods in 1873, other cds were in parallel use. Type C sees the ‘PAID’ 
return at the bottom, with Code A and a dot-dot arrangement. This is not Type X re­
used (23mm versus 20mm diameter). Type C is rare and has not yet been found on 
cover. It is not clear why two cds were needed.

With so few examples, the EKD/LKDs should be easily challenged. EKD is 27 February 
1873 (Fig.7 - from a scan kindly provided by Michael Hamilton). LKD so far identified 
is 12 August 1873.

���>��/,4$1���1$���1.*3E1.*3�����22�I�5<$��K

A single example dated 17 March 1873 of a cds diameter 21.5mm with a clear strike of 
a dash-dash arrangement (the strike is altogether too clear for the second dash to be a 
smudged dot). It is not clear to me how the dot-dash arrangements could have been 
changed and re-input -  for the moment, this is a unique arrangement (Fig.8).

"&-��� SG2 1d Dull Rose 17 March 1873

Green
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1873 Curved Code A dot-dot 21.5mm (Type E) Fig.9
A single example dated 27 November 1873 of a cds diameter 21.5mm code A with a dot- 
dot arrangement. Possibly an earlier incarnation of Type F. If so, it overlaps with the late 
period of Type B.

Fig.9 SG2 1d Magenta 27 November 1873 

1874 to 1879 Curved No Code dot-dot 21.5mm (Type F)
A cover dated 27 December 1874 has the EKD for this cds. The code has been dropped or lost but otherwise 
this is the same diameter (21.5mm) and dot-dot arrangement as Type E. December 27 was a Sunday and it 
is possible that the post office was opened specially to cope with Christmas mail (I am told that mail dated 
25 December is common - 26 December (Boxing Day) was a public holiday since 1871). The LKD is on 
Brookes/Spink Lot #254 dated 12 July 1879 -  the next lot #255 dated 11 September 1879 is cancelled by 
Type I, the follow-on cds.

During most of the period of use of this cds, the stamps themselves were cancelled using the dumb cancellers 
referred to in my earlier article and the cds was applied elsewhere on the envelope. Accordingly, stamps off- 
cover with this cds are scarce. Fig. 11 shows an unusual variant

On a used stamp dated 26 May 1878, the month/day order was reversed to day/month. As used copies are 
known dated 26 April (Fig. 10) and 26 June 1878 with the normal month/day order, the error was probably in 
the month of May only.

Fig. 10 SG9 6d Fig.11 Pair of SG2 1d Magenta used 31 May 1878: a rare
Green 26 April example of a cds used on the right-hand stamp and the single line
1878 unmarked canceller on the left (since my previous article, the EKD

for this unmarked canceller has been advanced to by 6 weeks to 
7 April 1876 and this stamp extends its LKD by two months).

1875 Curved No Code No Year [dot or dash]-dot 21.5mm (Type G) (Fig.12)
There are two covers dated 10 and 16 March 1875 
respectively with no year slug. There are also loose 
stamps dated 26 February and 13 March which 
show a ‘dot’ between ‘St’ and ‘Kitts’. The most likely 
explanation is that the year slug for ‘75’was mislaid 
for a short period spanning the first two or three 
months of 1875 and that this is the same canceller 
as Type F.

Fig.12 Bernardy cover to London dated 10 March 
1875 (Bookes/Spink lot# 232)

Note: 1883 unknown: Furthermore, there is a fragment in a small collection (Spink 16027 Lot#1206) franked 
with a bisected 1d (probably SG12 -  Fig.12a) cancelled on 11 January 1883 with a cds with no Code - and 
apparently no year. The Month slug -  ‘JA’ - looks fairly normal. The Day slug however seems to have the 
second digit added in manuscript and the Year -  ‘83’ -  is certainly added in manuscript. Overall, it is
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After the frequent changes of the previous 13 years, 1883 ushered in a period of 
stability. As noted in the earlier article, the first six months of 1883 saw multiple types 
of canceller applied by the creative postmaster. This creativity comes to an end in June 
1883 and it is possible that the postal authorities stepped in to restore order. On a 
cover dated 31 May 1883, this new cds diameter 20.5mm with Code C and dot-dot 
arrangement is found with the A12 barred oval canceller -  the EKD for both these 
cancellers. Again, as the cds is struck on the envelope rather than the stamp, 
postmarked stamps with the cds are relatively scarce (Fig.16).

For around 6 weeks in 1885, the code ‘C’ was input at 
90 degrees to normal (Fig. 17). The EKD for the error is 
18 February and the LKD 18 March. On covers from 31 
March, the ‘C’ is back to normal.

"&-���� Cover to Holland dated 13 March 1885 
showing the wrongly input ‘C’ code

Carmine Rose 
14 November 
1884.

����� ��/%6$��&,+6$���� ��1$�>�2� I�5<$� �K

Two examples of a large double circle cds are known both dated 23 May 1888, with diameter of 32mm and 
the wording ‘SAINT KITTS’ top and ‘WEST INDIES’ at the bottom. Its origins and extent of use are unknown.
One example is on a celebrated fragment (Fig. 18) in the Royal Collection of a registered letter to the USA 
franked at 2d with an example of the rare SG27 surcharge -  ‘One Penny’ on 2!4d with the original value not 
obliterated -  placed alongside its more common companion SG28 -  the same surcharge with the original 
value obliterated. Simon Goldblatt questioned the veracity of the franking - 2d didn’t enable an envelope to 
“move out of St Kitts” . The cancellation date is consistent with the use of the SG27/28 surcharge. This one 
remains a mystery: assuming a forgery is ruled out, the most likely explanation is an official cds used on e.g. 
government letters.

"&-���� with SG28 and SG27 side by side. The ‘119’ was most likely added on departure 
whereas the ‘17929’ is a US registration mark. The registered letter fee would have been 6d -  
this is only a fragment of the top right corner so maybe the 4d stamp was affixed bottom left 
(an arrangement found elsewhere on cover).

���	� �/,4$1������1�'E1�'���22�I�5<$��K

For a short period in late 1889, St Christopher ran out of stamps of all denominations except the 6d SG9 (one 
was used on a registered cover dated 19 December 1889 and no 6d stamps were ordered during this period) 
and probably the 1s. New supplies of 1/4d, 1 d, 2%d and 4d stamps were quickly ordered and then invoiced 
on 29 November 1889.
Page 22
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In similar circumstances, the postmaster had resorted to surcharging. On this occasion, either the period of 
shortage was expected to be too short for surcharging to be worthwhile, or alternatively stocks of the 6d were 
at last running too low for surcharging. Whilst still using the Type K cds alongside, the postmaster accordingly 
resorted to an old ‘PAID’ cds with a diameter of 20mm with no code nor date. This Type M is most probably 
Type X reused (Fig.19).

The EKD is 21 November 1889 and the LKD 12 
December 1889. Vzd stamps were available on the 
island at Basseterre until 15 November (used to make 
up the 2Vzd inter-island rate on a cover of that date).
The EKD for a stamp after the known shortage period 
is 16 December 1889 on a Vzd Green SG11 with a 
manuscript cancellation from a village office. The Vzd 
stamps are otherwise found on a Basseterre cover 
dated 1 February. The new consignments could have 
arrived for Christmas so the manuscript cancelled !4d 
could be from the 29 November invoice (the eighth) -  
equally and perhaps more likely, the stocks of Vzd 
stamps were not exhausted in villages during this 
period.

Forgeries
Oliver gives an extensive list of Leeward Islands cancellers forged by Madame Joseph. For St Kitts, none 
are prior to 1900 but it is likely that the A12 canceller was replicated fraudulently, at least on some revenue 
stamps. A cover dated 27 March 1890 addressed to Postmaster Pearce at Basseterre is franked with a single 
Antigua 1d cancelled by a strike of the A12 and two strikes of a cds Code C: on the latter, the T  has a long

More curiously, I have a single example of a ‘straight line’ code A cds used on a 1s 
revenue stamp dated 11 August 1888 (Fig.20). The diameter is 20mm -  the same as 
Type X. The typeface is not quite the same however and there is neither a dash nor 
a dot between ‘St’ and ‘Kitts’. So, a forgery, but it is an arcane canceller used to forge.

Fig.20 SGR6 1s Olive Revenue Stamp with forged cds.

Contradictions with Oliver and Proud

tail and is forged.

Summary table

f  A

} C
Fig.19 Cover to Trinidad dated 21 November 
1889 cancelled using a ‘St Kitts Paid’ cds 
alongside the usual Type K cds.

Type for th is  

a rtic le
Form at Code O ther

D iam eter
(m m )

A rran g em en t
O liv e r

type
Proud
type

X PAID C/A 2 0 .0 dot-dash - -

A Straight U n e A 2 0 .0 dot-dot S7 D2
B Curved A 2 1 .5 dash-dot - D3
C PAID A 2 3 ,0 dot-dot S 18 PD6
D Curved A 2 1 .5 dash-dash - -

E Curved A 2 1 .5 dot-dot - -

F Curved No Code 2 1 .5 dot-dot S8 -

G Curved No Code No Year 2 1 .5 dash-dot - -

H Curved No Code 2 1 .5 |?]-dash - -

I Curved No Code 2 0 .0 dot-dash - D4
J Curved N : 2 0 ,0 dot-dot - -

K Curved C 2 0 .5 dot-dot S 10 D5
L DouMe Crete No Code 3 2 .0 S l9 d D6
M PAID No Code No Date 2 0 ,0 dot-dot S 17 -

EKD LKD

1 1 /0 8 /6 6 1 7 /0 9 /6 9

02-05.’ 70 31 /1 0 /7 1
e - 2 1 /1 2 /7 4

2 7 /0 2 /7 3 y 1 2 /0 8 /7 3
1 7 /0 3 /7 3 ______ /
2 7 /1 1 /7 3  y

2 7 /1 2 /7 4 1 2 /0 7 /7 9
1 0 /0 3 /7 5 1 6 /0 3 /7 5
2 6 /0 8 /7 5  y

1 1 /0 9 /7 9 __— 1 1 /0 4 /8 3
2 7 /0 4 /8 2 � 2 5 /1 1 /8 2
3 1 /0 5 /8 3 28 /0 7 /9 1
2 3 /0 5 /8 8
2 1 /1 1 /8 9 1 0 /1 2 /8 9

At this point, I should note that many aspects of this analysis are at odds with Proud and 
Oliver’s studies. For example, Oliver has a Code C 20mm diameter dot-dash cds, 
impressed 26 May 1875 and used from 13 July 1876 to 6 May 1890 (his S 9 -  Fig.21). I can 
find no examples of Code C cds in use between 1870 and 1883, nor of a curved 20mm 
cds except for the ‘PAID’ versions and for the short period of use of Type J, nor of a dot- 
dash arrangement on a 20mm canceller. Fig.21 Oliver’s 

S9 canceller.
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���9�� ������
Registered  Envelopes  T ony  W alker

In the course of a concerted drive to write up an accumulation of Turks and Caicos Islands postal history, the 
registered cover shown in Figure 1 came to light. It is a large postal stationery envelope measuring 202mm 
x 127mm and is recorded in John Challis's book (p103) as type PRE 3 (1).

He implies it is scarce, saying 'A larger envelope measuring 202 x 127mm, dated 1900 and used in Hull, 
England, is in the Malcolm Watts collection'. However, I now have three of these registered covers in not 
more than four years of collecting, including one coincidentally addressed to Hull in 1900. This suggests 
perhaps they are relatively easily come by.

However, in a Post Office Circular of 1 July 1881 JC Crisson, the Postmaster for Turks Islands, states there 
are only two postal stationery Registered Letter Envelopes, Size G: 6 x 3% inches and size H: 8 x 5 inches, 
which equates to the 202 x 127mm of the envelope below. If these larger envelopes have been around since 
then, they must be common. (Ed: Longevity of use does not equate to being common when it comes to postal 
stationery.)

"&-�� �� Registered Envelope Size H used to Holland on 13 July 1901, via 
Liverpool on 3 August with receiving mark on the reverse at 
'SGRAVENHAGE on 4 August 1901. Postal rate 2Yi6 per 1/4oz. plus 2d 
registration = 41/4d

This particular example may not be relatively scarce, but for the stamps used on it. Issued on 10 November 
1900, the 1/4d green on Crown CA paper would otherwise be indistinguishable on cover from an identical 
stamp issued in 1905, but on Multiple Crown CA paper.

For the sake of completion, the third cover, addressed to Birmingham, is dated 11 January 1897. Both it and 
the Hull cover are at the 1s rate of 2ozs at 21/>d per 1/4oz. plus 2d registration.

�$8$,$0+$

(1) Challis, John J, Turks Islands and Caicos Islands to 1950, Roses Caribbean Philatelic Society, 
Harrogate, 1983

�,'&+6$*� 0$$1$1�� �<.,'� 8,�2� �0$� 6�0-� .,'&+6$� '�� %$� </%6&*3$1� &0� <.,'*� '3$  
+/<%�.,1�&*�6&'$,.665�%.,$�� �6$.*$�*$01�2$�5�/,�*/%2&**&�0*;�6�0-��,�*3�,'�.01  
�� .2� .6).5*�3.<<5�'��3$6<�$1&'�'3$2�&8�0$$1�%$�
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TURKS ISLAND
Picture Postcards Tony Walker

I am always on the lookout for PPC's that depict scenes from the Turks and Caicos Islands. A recent purchase 
(Figure 1) was one such, of Grand Turk Island, Bahamas, W.l. Dated 1919.

4

Fig. 1 Picture Post Card with Grand Turk Island, Bahamas, W.l. title. 
TURKS ISLANDS single ring cancel dated A / OC 6 / 1 9

Why Bahamas? Bahamas extended its authority to embrace the Turks and Caicos Islands way back in 1766 
and retained this authority until 1848 when the Islands were granted the status of internal self-government, 
subject to the Governor of Jamaica. This transfer was initiated when it was revealed the Bahamas 
government retained a high proportion of the revenues from the sale of Turks Islands salt, a sum amounting 
to 25% of their total annual income, leaving the Turks Islanders with very little.

So, to print postcards of Turks Islands, Bahamas several decades later was either an unfortunate mistake, 
or perhaps more likely, the sender was using up a large supply of old postcards. This becomes more plausible 
when the example shown on the reverse side, has the cachet from W.R.Tatem, long established traders on 
the Islands and known to have extensively used the postal system.

Interestingly in Proud's book The Postal History o f the Cayman Islands and Turks and Caicos Islands he 
illustrates the same card (p124) dated in 1906, but the word Bahamas has been struck out, presumably by 
the sender. None of the other postcards illustrated have Bahamas on them.

Checking my other cards, only one has the Bahamas attribution, again from W.R.Tatem (1905) but showing 
piles of salt in the picture. These cards have a different format to 'normal' postcards in that the picture does 
not take up the full card area.

It's a small point, but one I would like to pin down. Contributions welcome to walker369(a)btinternet.com

TURKS ISLAND
A n Interesting Registered Cover Tony Walker

There is quite a bit going on in this registered cover (Figure 1), and I am indebted to information gleaned from 
the Turks and Caicos Islands Postal History 1810 -  1945 publication of Peter McCann's collection by The 
Exhibitors Press in 2020.

The registered letter was carried on the American ship SS Saginaw, later under British registry as the 
SS Benison during the Spanish / American War 1897 -  1899, to avoid seizure by the Spanish.
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For many years I have always thought it would be fascinating to build up a BWI postal history collection 
which embraces only a single example of every type of mail one might encounter, period pre-stamp to 
modern day. In a series of articles, I will endeavour to both illustrate and explain both the normal items 
one expects to encounter, plus the unusual.

������������ ����(� Bermuda 2Vkl Ship 
franking with the addition of two U.S. 20c AIRMAIL 
for quicker routing through the USA to Lima, Peru 
postmarked at Boston NOV 14 1934.

� ��� ����� 2&Q$1�+/,,$0+5�2.&6� �/').,1� �01  
+6.**;� &0).,1� ,$'/,0� �*'� +6.**(� from London by 
6d meter franking and from Barbados with QE2 36c 
rate adhesive franking pmk’d 3 JUN 1964.

���� ���E������ � ����� �(� This type of 
marking is only found on mail from DEMERARA, 
KINGSTON (Jamaica), MONTSERRAT, 
TRINIDAD. This example to Inverness, North 
Britain is dated APR 26 1804.

t>,

-  i

����������2.&6(� Empire rate GB QV 1 d franking 
from Chipping Norton, Oxford to The Point, 
St. Johns AP 4 00 returned from Antigua MY 9 00.

� ��(� These two entires endorsed “per Ship King 
George” to London were both written at St. Vincent 
on JY 23 1814 and landed with SHIP-
LETTER/(crown)/ DOVER handstamp. The second 
is additionally endorsed Captain Cotton with a 
bundle newspapers. Most incoming mail was 
landed on the south coast, and the captain was 
obliged to place the mail in the Post Office at his 
first port of call. A formidable collection of well over 
75 different ports is possible including Ireland.
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1938-53 10s yellowish green and deep carmine-red/green, ordinary 

paper, perf 14 (comb), from 1943 5th printing, lower right corner horizontal 

pair with plate number "1", showing variety "Broken lower right scroll" 

on R 5 / 12, very fine unmounted o.g. (lightly hinged in margin). Only 86  

possible, and especially rare and desirable in this form and condition.

Item code: P 223009935  

£2 ,750 .00

For �"������	����������������� ������ � � �$��+����

5����� $K�� ��8�������$�!!���&��� �� ��� � ���� 1 � �4 � � 4 �7 7 � 7

� ��/������������$�!!���&���

W C2R 0LX 
399 Strand 

London

@5tanleyGibbons /StanleyGibbonsGroup @5tanleyGibbons
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Quality
British Commonwealth

POSTAL HISTORY
Catering to the discriminating collector 

Specialising in pre-1953, non-FDC material 
We stock alf Commonwealth areas except B.N.A.
If you are not already on our Wants Register, please 

drop us a line and let us know your requirements.
We shall be pleased to send photocopies of available material.:

ALWAYS KEEN BUYERS OF CHOICE POSTAL HISTORY

HHIlarfc oilman
P.O. B ox 626, F ranklin  Lakes 

N ew  Je rsey  07417, U .S.A.
Tel: 0 01-201-848-8883 
Fax: 0 01-201-847-8481

STEVEN ZIRINSKY
MEMBER PTS, APS, NZSDA, APTA

S t a m p s  - R e v e n u e s  - P o s t a l  H i s t o r y  - C o m m e r c i a l  M a i l

Local Commercial Mail
Anguilla , A ntigua, Barbados, 

Barbuda, Belize, Bermuda, 
Caym ans, D om in ica, G renada, 
G uyana, Jam a ica , M ontserrat, 

Nevis, St. Kitts, St. Lucia,
St. V incent, Trinidad, 

Virgin Islands.

Includes Inter-island, 
governm enta l stampless, 

registered and meters.

Earlier m ateria l ava ilab le .

St. Vincent 1999-2004 
Provisionals Available

Grenada

��������	�
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PO BOX 230049, Ansonia Station, New York, NY 10023 USA szirinsky@cs.com

www.zirinskystamps.com fc @ZirinskyStamps
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