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A BRIEF HISTORY
ÅBritish Colony from 1797 till 1962

ÅSouthernmost island in 

the Caribbean

ÅPopulation 1797 ~ 17,000

ÅPopulation 2024 ~ 1.4 MM

Å1,841 square miles

ÅCash crops in Colonial days

were sugar, cocoa, coffee 

ÅBritish Colony from 1797 till 
1962

Å(captured from the Spanish)

ÅSouthernmost island in the 
Caribbean

ÅPopulation 1797 ~ 17,000

A BRIEF HISTORY

ÅPopulation 2025 ~ 1,510,000

Å1,841 square miles

ÅCash crops in Colonial days

were sugar, cocoa, coffee 



WHAT WILL BE COVERED
ÅThe Postal system and the first Post Offices

ÅThe first issued postage stamps, the Printers

ÅWhat is Stone Lithography

ÅStamp shortage crisis - a growing Colony, stamp demand increases

ÅTaking matters into their own hands, PM commissioned Printing

ÅCharles Petit - locally produced Lithograph stamps, 

ÅThe Litho Stone ða recreation with modern technology

ÅThe key differences of the Litho vs the Perkins Bacon issue

ÅThe 5 issued Lithoõs ðcolors, shades

ÅCensus of covers ða work in progress

ÅUnused copies, Multiples, Numeral Postmarks and Too Late markings



THE BEGINNING é.

ÅLord Harris, 13th Governor of Trinidad (1846 ð
1854), requisitioned an Inland Post to colonial 
secretary on January 30, 1847

Å4 years later on August 14, 1851 the Inland 
Postal Service was inaugurated

ÅThere was a total of 21 Post Offices initially.  

1 - Port of Spain

2 - San Fernando

3 - St. Joseph

4 - St. Juans

5 - Santa Cruz

6 - Arouca

7 - Arima

8 - Turure (Toco)

9 - Manzanilla

10 - Mayaro

11 - Nariva

12 - Carenage

13 - Diego Martin

14 - Monos

15 - Chacachacare

16 ðChaguanas

17 - Couva

18 - Savanna Grande 

19 - Oropouche 

20 - La Brea 

21 - Cedros



THE 21 POST OFFICES
DURING THE LITHO 

PERIOD

ONLY 8
POST 

OFFICES 
RECORDED 

USAGE



IMPERFORATE

The first stamps: No value expressed (1d)

Å1851 to 1859

ÅPrinter Perkins Bacon, Recess Printed

ÅNo value expressed until 1859 issues

ÅColors: Blue, Brown , Grey , Lilac , Red, 
Green , Indigo

ÅBlue and white paper

ÅNo watermarks

ÅSheet size 110 (11 x 10) and 

240 (10x24) for 1s sheets in 1859 



Printmaking technique based on the chemical principle thatgrease and water do not mix. 
How the Process Works

ωPreparation (Graining): Must be perfectly smooth and level, usually ground with a grit 
material before use.

ωDrawing: Artist draws the desired image (in reverse) using greasylithographic crayons, 
pencils, or a liquid calledtusche. 

ωChemical Etching: The stone is treated with a mixture ofgum arabicand nitric acid. This 
"etch" solution doesn't bite into the stone but chemically stabilizes the greasy drawing 
(making it oleophilic, or grease-loving) and desensitizes the blank areas (making them 
hydrophilic, or water-loving).

ωWashing and Inking: The original drawing material is washed off with a solvent, leaving a 
"ghost" image of grease bonded to the stone. The stone is then kept wet with a sponge; when 
an oil-based ink roller is passed over it, the ink sticks only to the greasy drawing and is repelled 
by the wet, blank stone.

ωPrinting: A sheet of paper is placed on the inked stone and run through a specialized 
lithographic press under high pressure, transferring the ink from the stone to the paper.

WHAT IS STONE LITHOGRAPHY?



Preparation and Graining 

to make smooth & level

Drawing image with 

grease pencil in reverse
Etching with Gum Arabic     

and Nitric Acid

Inking with leather roller, 
after washing with solvent

Imprinting the image while 

pushing stone under pressure
Lifting the paper,           

final image 



CHARLES PÉTIT

ÅProduced by Frenchman, Charles Pétit , 
from a lithographic stone

ÅBorn in Bordeaux ~ 1822 ð1823

ÅEngraver, lithographer, so was his father

ÅLeft France after the 3 rd revolution 
seeking opportunities in the New World

ÅCame to Surinam, Demerara, Cayenne, 
Barbados, Venezuela, and ultimately 
Trinidad

ÅSpent two years in Trinidad. Was of poor 
health and died young at ~ 31years, as 
he was en route to New York,1853



PM 
MEMO, 

1852

Memo.

"Mr. Pétit agrees to make, say 4,000 or 5,000 

Postage Stamps, the same as those now in use, of 

a different colour, if necessary, and to put on the 

gum, for $5 the thousand.

He also agrees to allow some person, appointed for 

that purpose, to be present and see that that 

number only is struck off.

And he further agrees that the Stone from which 

they are struck off shall afterwards be handed over 

to the Government, and when called upon to do so, 

to deface it in the presence of Witnesses.

He can have them done by Saturday, and the gum 

is to be of the necessary preparation for preserving 

the stamps from vermin.

(Signed) Jas. H. O'Brien.

ñAppd.

J. L. W.

Genl. Post Office.

15th September, 1851". 

"5,000 to be struck off in the presence of a Police 

Constable, and the stone left in the Postmaster's 

hands till required again.

(Signed) J. L. W.".
*** RPSL ARCHIVES



LITHOGRAPHED PROVISIONALS 
LOCALLY MADE ÅDemand from shortage of stamps over the 

period 1852 ð1860 due to administrative 
delays, shipping and transit times, growing 
demand for stamps as economy was 
growing

ÅPrinted in Sheet of 54 (9x6)

ÅBased on Perkins Bacon design

ÅImperforate 1d value only, unwatermarked

Å5 issues from 1852 thru 1860

ÅBlue shades but the last issue was in two 
colors, blue & red

ÅQuality fades, shades vary, and color 
degrades over time



STONE PLATE, 
SINGLE AND MULTIPLE IMAGES

No known drawing of stone with 

impression published

ÅTwo stones known:

ÅOne smaller stone measuring 3ıò x 4ıò 

ÅHad a single design, engraved

ÅOne larger stone measuring 8Ĳò x 7ıò 

Å54 lithographic transfers from smaller 

stone to larger stone
Recreated image of what the 

smaller stone 

could have looked like



LITHO STONE EXHIBITED AT THE 
CHICAGO WORLD FAIR IN 1893.

ON RETURN 
TRIP TO 

TRINIDAD, IT 
WAS 

REPORTED 
BADLY 

DAMAGED.



STORED IN THE 
COLONIAL 
OFFICE. 

AFTER THE 
WATER RIOTS 
OF 1903, THE 
BUILDING WAS 
BURNED AND IT 
WAS NEVER 
SEEN AGAIN.

PRESUMABLY 
DESTROYED IN 
FIRE.



ONLY KNOWN COMPLETE 
SHEETS ARE FROM THE 

FIFTH ISSUE 
(REMAINDER SHEETS WERE FOUND IN THE 
COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE IN 1882)

1885 letter from the Colonial Secretary Office 

certifying the postage stamp sheet is genuine 



RECREATED 

LITHO STONE 

Å Image of what a full 

stone could have 

looked like

Å Image in reverse

Å54 stamps in 9 

columns by 6 rows

Recreated image of what the full 

printing stone 

could have looked like



LITHOGRAPH VS. PERKINS BACON

Litho design Perkins Bacon design



LITHOGRAPH VS. PERKINS BACON
(KEY DIFFERENCES)

Litho design Perkins Bacon design

Å4 point star vs. 8 

ÅFacial features 
and headdress

ÅBackground, 
checkered lines

ÅVertical lines vs. 
curved 
scrollwork 

ÅLetter Font

ÅSpear is shorter



WHEN WERE THEY PRINTED AND USED?

Five distinct periods of time when used:

ÅFIRST PERIOD: September 1852 ðMay 1853 (9 months)

ÅSECOND PERIOD: March 1855 ðJune 1855 (4 months)

(22 months later)

ÅTHIRD PERIOD: July 1856 ðFebruary 1857 (8 months)

(13 months later)

ÅFOURTH PERIOD: October 1858 ðMay 1859 (8 months)

(20 months later)

ÅFIFTH PERIOD: March 1860 ðJune 1860 (4 months)



THE FIVE ISSUES

1st 2nd 3rd

4th5th blue 5th red 



LITHOGRAPHS ð1STISSUE
September 1852 to May 1853

Å Impression is fine and clear
Å Thick soft wove yellowish paper
Å Bluish cartridge paper
Å Color is clear blue to deep blue.
Å Color is bright blue to greenish 

blue
Å SG13 and SG14



LITHOGRAPHS ð1STISSUE, EKD
The earliest known 1st 
issue lithograph cover 

(SG13), internally dated 

September 16, 1852 and 

used 1 day after notice 

issued by P.M. General, 

James H. O'Brien 

requested these stamps. 

Sent from Port of Spain to 

Philadelphia, USA, in 

transit at New York on 18 
October, and charged ô7 

centsõ for postage due 

on arrival, cover bearing 

on front large circular 

ôNew York ðShip ðOct. 
18 ð7õ. 

Prov. Hurlock, Hackmey , 

Cheung. 
TRI_LITH1_01



PMG MEMO, 1852Memo.

"Mr. Pétit agrees to make, say 4,000 or 5,000 

Postage Stamps, the same as those now in use, of 

a different colour, if necessary, and to put on the 

gum, for $5 the thousand.

He also agrees to allow some person, appointed for 

that purpose, to be present and see that that 

number only is struck off.

And he further agrees that the Stone from which 

they are struck off shall afterwards be handed over 

to the Government, and when called upon to do so, 

to deface it in the presence of Witnesses.

He can have them done by Saturday, and the gum 

is to be of the necessary preparation for preserving 

the stamps from vermin.

(Signed) Jas. H. O'Brien.

ñAppd.

J. L. W.

Genl. Post Office.

15th September, 1851". 

"5,000 to be struck off in the presence of a Police 

Constable, and the stone left in the Postmaster's 

hands till required again.

(Signed) J. L. W.".

Much debate has been made that the Post 

Master, James OõBrien, made an error in his 

memo stating the date as 15
th

Sept 1851.

Many prominent Trinidad philatelists suggest 

this is an error.  They believe it should have 

been 1852 because the first recorded cover 

(the one shown) is dated Sept 16
th 

1852.

However, it would seem a highly improbable 

task to create a litho stone, print, and deliver 

stamps to the General Post Office in 24 hrs  

(1 day), if indeed the theory that there was 

an error in the date of Sept 15
th

1852.

Re: David Druett and Nigel Mohammed 

discussion.  More debate is welcomed by all.



LITHOGRAPH COVER, EKD
1STISSUE CORRESPONDENCE

Trinidad 16 September 1852 

Commercial cover discussing 

merchandize and shipment of 

soaps, candles, grease, etc, with  

accounting

TRI_LITH1_01



LITHOGRAPHS ð1STISSUE
Another early letter 

sent by Packet, 45 

days after notice, 

with 1d blue (SG13), 

dated November 9, 

1852.   Cover rated 1/ 

sent by Turnbull 

Stewart, first owner of 

the famed Lady 

McLeod ship, from 

Port of Spain to John 

Neill in Greenock, 

Scotland .  Stamp 

cancelled by 

excellent strike of 

Marriott Type 0.1b, 

numeral '1õ. 

Prov. Ramkissoon.
TRI_LITH1_16



LITHOGRAPHS ð1STISSUE
UNRECORDED

cover paying 

local fee of 1d, 

(SG13), dated 

November 28, 

1852 to  St. 

Thomas and 

rated 4d on 

arrival. Stamp 

cancelled by 

strike of Marriott 

Type 0.1b, 

numeral '1'. 

TRI_LITH1_22



SHADES OF 1STISSUE



CENSUS OF        
1STISSUE 
COVERS

Total # 

of 

Cover 

Total 

Covers by 

Issue

DATE 

mm/dd/yy

LITHO 

ISSUE

NIGEL CENSUS # REF # (Ford, 

WIPSG)

PHOTO 

(Y/N)

DESTINATION

1 9-16-1852 1st TRI_LITH1_01 TRS13010 Y Philadelphia, USA

2 9-25-1852 1st TRI_LITH1_02 TRS13020 Y Grenada

3 9-25-1852 1st TRI_LITH1_03 TRS13030 Y Edinburg, Scotland

4 9-25-1852 1st TRI_LITH1_04 TRS13040 Y St. Thomas

5 10-10-18521st TRI_LITH1_05 TRS13060 Y St. Thomas

6 10-10-18521st TRI_LITH1_06 TRS13070 N New York, USA

7 1852 1st TRI_LITH1_07 TRS13080 N Hamburg, Germany

8 10-10-18521st TRI_LITH1_08 TRS13050 Y Barbados

9 10-25-18521st TRI_LITH1_09 MH LIST ? Grenock, Scotland

10 10-27-18521st TRI_LITH1_10 TRS13090 Y Grenock, Scotland

11 10-28-18521st TRI_LITH1_11 TRS13100 N St. Thomas

12 10-29-18521st TRI_LITH1_12 TRS13110 N Barbados

13 11-09-18521st TRI_LITH1_13 TRS13120 Y Hamburg, Germany

14 11-09-18521st TRI_LITH1_14 TRS13130 Y London, England

15 11-09-18521st TRI_LITH1_15 TRS13140 N St. Thomas

16 11-09-18521st TRI_LITH1_16 TRS13150 Y Grenock, Scotland

17 11-09-18521st TRI_LITH1_17 TRS13160 N Grenock, Scotland

18 11-24-18521st TRI_LITH1_18 TRS13170 Y Grenock, Scotland

19 11-26-18521st TRI_LITH1_19 TRS13180 N Grenock, Scotland

20 11-26-18521st TRI_LITH1_20 TRS13190 Y New York, USA

21 11-26-18521st TRI_LITH1_21 TRS13200 Y Glasgow, Scotland

22 11-28-18521st TRI_LITH1_22 UNRECORDED Y St. Thomas

23 1853 1st TRI_LITH1_23 TRS14010 N Hamburg, Germany

24 02-10-18531st TRI_LITH1_24 TRS13210 N England

25 02-23-18531st TRI_LITH1_25 MH LIST N Prices Current

26 02-25-18531st TRI_LITH1_26 TRS14030 Y Grenada

27 02-25-18531st TRI_LITH1_27 TRS14040 Y London, England

28 03-XX-18531st TRI_LITH1_28 TRS14050 N San Fernando

29 03-31-18531st TRI_LITH1_29 MH LIST France

30 TRI_LITH1 04-xx-1853 1st TRI_LITH1_30 TRS14060 N Grenock, Scotland

31 31 04-25-18531st TRI_LITH1_31 TRS14070 Y Grenada

Å 31 known covers
Å 10 different destinations
Å 1 Unrecovered cover (my 

collection)



1STISSUE DESTINATIONS



LITHOGRAPHS ð2ND ISSUE
March 1855 to June 1855

Å Impression is clear but not as 

clear as 1
st

issue
Å Thinner paper, discolored by gum 
Å Color is pale blue to greenish 

blue
Å Color is weaker compared to 1

st

issue.
Å Deterioration of printing begins
Å Over inking is noticeable, taking 

away from background details in 

some issues.
Å (SG15)

Charles Petit, of poor health, dies on his way to New York 
in 1853.  Note this is before the 2

nd
issue is made.



2
nd

issue of the 

litho stamp, 

prepaying the 1d 

Inland rate, with 

6d manuscript, to 

Glasgow, 

Scotland dated 

10 April 1855. 

Addressed to 

William F. Burnley.

His father, William 

H. Burnley, was 

the largest 

Plantation and 

slave owner in 

Trinidad. 

Prov. Henry, 

Amundsen.

TRI_LITH2_05

Lithographs ð2nd issue


